Chere begynneth the boke of 4 nter⸗ 
bury tales / dilpxentip” 
truelp cozrected/ a 
newly pꝛinted 


— > OG Vy 


F- / i $4 4 
15 = 4 - CY * = -./\ 
Az. — = Wo . 4 


f — 


noble bokes of — 
— — 
mpzacies ofhoip es! oʒies ofnos 
ble and famous — and _— nn. of the 
cronpcles ſythe the begynnpnge crea⸗ 
cion ofthe woꝛlde / vnto this p;eſent tyme / by 
whiche we been daylp enfourmed and haue 
ano wlege of man thynges / of whome we 
hulde nat haue kno wen / if they had nat left 
to vs theix monumentes written. Amonge 
whorme and —— to foze all other / we 
ought to gyue a ſingulex laude vnto Pnoble 
and grrate phyloſophet Geffrey Chautet 
the whiche fozt1s — waitynge in oure 
tonge/may well haue the name ofa laureate 
poete: fo tofoze that he by his labour / enbe⸗ 
lyſſhed/omated/4 made fap2e out englyſſhe 
in this roralme was had tude ſpeche and in 
congrue / as pet it appereth bp olde bokes / 
whiche at this dayt ought nat to haue place 
ne be compared among / ne to his beauteous 
volumes and onate wzitynges / of whome 
he made diucrs bokes and treatiſes of manp 
a noble hiſtoꝛpe / atz well in metce as in rpme 
and pꝛoſe / and thein ſo — made / that he 
compꝛehended his matets ui ſ hoꝛte / quicke / 
and bye ſententes / eſchewyng / pꝛolixyte / ca⸗ 
ſtyuge awapethe chaffe of ſupertlupte / and 
Chewing the ppked grapne of ſentence / vtte⸗ 
red by — — — cloqucce / ot whome 
— all other of his bokes / purpoſe 
— — the grace of Jeiu / the boke of 
— Yam whiche J tynde 
many a — hyſtoꝛie / of euexp aſtate and de 
the condic ious aud the 
arap — thein/as p2operly as poſſible 
48s to beſaid / and after their tales / which ben 
1. ot nobleſſe / vuyſdome / gtutleſſe / mmyꝛthe / and 
* allo of very goteneſte and vertue/wherin he 


ſapde boke. Whiche boke i | 
Ger and — 
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it 

ply(C 210 plane rponour gay: 

and that all — none. 

here/wyll — — | 

des of mercp/remembze theſoule o ad 

Geffrey Chaucer! fyz\te auctour and maker 


of this boke. Ind alſo / that all we that ſ hall 
ſe and rede therin / maye ſo take and vnder⸗ 
ſtande the good and vertuous tales / that it 
map ſo p vnto the helth of our ſoules / 
that after this ſ hoʒte and tranſytope lyte / 
we may come to euerlaſtyng iope in heuen, 
Amen. SSS = c Ck 


CThus endeth the pzoheme /and 
here foloweth the names of 
them that teu the tales. 


C Firſt the knyghtes tale 
The Mpllers tale 
The Reues tale 
The Cokes tale 
The man ot lawes tale 
The Marchauntes tale 
The Squpers tale 
e 

wyke o c her tale 
The Freres tale eher 
The ſompnours tale 
Theclerke of Oxeufoꝛ des tale 
The Nunnes tale 
The tale of the chanons poman 
The doctour of php(tkes tale 
The Pardoners tale - 
The Shppmans tale 
The p}10:e\les tale 
The ryme ot ſyʒ Thopas 
Chauncers tale 
The Monkes tale 
The nunnes pꝛeeſtes tale 
Che les tale 
And the parſons tale, 


3 rene 


CTbhe 
makethm bo we and where this 
company met/and of theii condy 
tions and arrap/and what 
thep be: Js pe (hall 
/» -  (eheraficr, 


Panthat Ipzill with his ſhoures ſote 


w {The dzoughe of march hath pced þ rote 


And bathed euerp vepn in ſuche lycout 
Of wheche nertut engendꝛed is the flout 
When zepherus ehe with his ſote bꝛethe 
Enſpyꝛed dath / neucrp holtt and hthe 
he tender croppe s and the portge ſonne 
Dath in the Ram / halte his cours pzonne 
And (male foutcs make mclodpe 
Thatllepcaallnyght with open eye 
So pzicketh hem nature in het cozages 
Tha 1longenfolketo gon on pylgrimages 
Ind palypers to ſeche \traunge ſtrondes 
To ſetuen balowes/couthe in (ond2p londes 
And ſpecially/fro eucry(hyzces ende 
OfEnglande/to Caunterbury thy wende 
Che holp bloſ full mattyꝛ fo2 to ſcke 
That them hath holpen / whac thep were ſche. 


YEtltmthatſeaſon on a dap 
Inn Suthwerke/at Tabardeas I lap 
Redy to wenden on my pylgrimage 
To Cauntcrbury with deuoute cozage 
That nyght was tome / in to that hoſtclrps 
Mell npne and twenty in a companye 
Ot ſondzy folze / by aueutute yfall 
Jnfelouſhyprand py times were they all 
That towade Cauntetduty wolden tyde 
The chambꝛes and the ſtables wete wpde 
And well were we taſed at de ſl e 
And ſ hoꝛtiy / whan the ſonne was at teſte 
Ho pad I ſpoken with hem cucrychonc 
That I was ofher fclow( hyp anone 
And/imadefa2warde /carly fo; to tyſe 
To takt our wap/there.as I poudeuyſe 
But natheleſſe/ whpl have tyme x (pacs 
Oz that I fertheranchis tale pace 
We thynkee< u accoꝛdaunt torcaſon 
To tell pow all the t ondicion 
Ofeche of hem / ſo as it ſemed me 
And wbichethey unte and of what degre 
And in what ate / ehr they weren in 


Aud at akdyght!fyzit 4 wyllbcgyn. 


The pꝛoloqe of the autoo 
of the auctour! in whiche he 


AKnrght there was'a wozthy man 

That tro the tyme that hc it vegan 
To tyden out he loucd chrualrye 
T routh x honour; fredom and curtol yt 
Full worthy be was inhislo:ves werre 
Id therco had de tyddcenu no mantette 
I'10 as well in cryſtendome as mnchen 
Aud ever had honour to: his wien 
At MoHaund e be was whan it was won. 
Full ofts tyme he had the bo:de 64g on'ie 
Adouen all nacions in p2uce 
In Lettowe had de ceyſed and n Kul 
No ctoſten man ſo often tymcs as be 
In Garnade at the ſiege cc had he be 
Ic Ilgeciie/and tyden in Selmarcye 
At Leys was be and cke at Satalye 
Wuhan they were wonnt and in che great (es 
At manp a noblc army had be be 
At mo:tall bataylcs had be be fyſtene 
Ind foughte tos out fapthe at T.ramplleng 
In lyſtes thꝛiſt and ayt ſ laync his fo 
This ylkc wozthy knyght dad be allo 
DSomtyme with the loꝛde of Palathye 
Igapne another hethcn man in Cutayt 
And cucrmo:c he had a (ourrapne pziſe 

A. u. 


Fo: totell you eta | 
Dis hozle were good / but de was nat gay 
Of fultyan de weared a gypptsn 

Al be (mered with his habcrgeon 

Joꝛ he was late come fro bis Þyage 


And ſeute fo; to do his ppigrunage 


With him thete was his (bonne a pong (quier 
Yloucr/ and alufty bachelicc 
With lockes crull as fry were layde in pʒeſſt 
Ot twenty pete of age de was JI geſle 
Ol bis ſtatutt di was of cuyn 
And wonderly delyuer/ and of great ũ tengtij 
Ind be had de (omepenc in Chpuauchp 
——— and in Pytatdy 


bout ubm well as of alptclifpace 

In hope to anden in bis ladyttz grace 
eEndꝛouded was de at it were a mecd 

All tull of freſ ide floutes wytt and reed 
Spngynye be was oz Loptynge all the day 
c 36 ac fre be as is che moneth of Map 
<Sbh6u was dis gowne'rhleucslonge 4 wyde 
Well couth befytte ou doit i thette fap;e ty de 


' Þc couthe ſongtsmat and well endyte 
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4 0ſt aad dauncepoutapt and cke w;its 
Do bote qc louedſchat dy ny gte ttalt 
1-3 (lepte nomoꝛe than a nygutrugaie 
Cutttyſt de was/low!y andlicrutable 
He carfte befozric Y1s father at the table. 


yeman had he/and ſetuauntes no mo 


It that tyme fo; he lyſtt to rpde (0 
nd de was clad in cott thode of gtene 


Al bete of pecoke arowes bꝛ igt and i hene 
' under his delte he bare full chꝛifteiy 


Weil coude he dꝛeſlt his takylil vomanly 

Haatowes nat with tethets lo we 

And in his dande he bare a myghty bo we 

A not heed he had / with a bꝛo wut byſage 

Of nom crafre coude he all the vlage 

Upon his atme / he bare a gay bzacer 

And by higlpde a([werve and a bontict 

And on that omet ſyde a gay daggate 

well!/andCharpe as popnt of (peare 
gis bzeſt otſpluet i hene 
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un dome de bare de da L p 
I folker was he! — MY 


7 Here was allo 8 Nunne a pꝛioꝛeſſe 
T vat of det (mpling was (pinpic x kop 


Het greateſt othe was bp (apnt Lop 
Ind de was deped dame Eglentyn 
dune 


4 ull well (de (onge the ſetu 
E uoyned in det voyce full v 

Ind frenchel\ hef full tetouſ iy 

IFftcr the (cole of Ide at che Bowe 
Fo: freache of Mats was to her vnknowe 
At meat well was (de withall 
be let no moꝛſeil fro het ly ppes fall 

Ne wette det kyngets in bet (auce depe 
Weil coude be tcatp a mo tui of met 

CT bat no dꝛoppe toll vpon her beſt 

In curteſy was let full myule ber lcft 

Het ouctlyppe wyped (be ſo clene 

Chat in het cuppt there was no ferthyng (ene 
Of greace/ whanl he had dꝛonꝭc het d;aught 
Juli ſemety after yer meate i de taugt 

Ind ſrtcetciyſbe was of great di pott 

Of plc{4unce/and amyable of pon 

Jad pazncd her to councrefete cher: 

Of coattt and to be Gatti of manere 

Ind {0 bc holde dygnt of ceuctence 

But fo; to (pcke of hct conſcience 

Dit was lo chatytable and ſo pptous 

St wolde wepe/if that ſ ut ſawe a mous 
Algen a ttappt it it were deed oz blcode 
Sf (male houndes had i ye chat i he fevve 
With tolle fleſſhe oz mylie o; waltell breed 
But loꝛe weptel he if anp of chem were deed 
O if men [mote hem wich yerde nette 

And all was conſcience and tender herte 
Full (emely het wpmple ponched was 

Het nole treatyſe her epea grep as glas 
Het mouthe lmalc and thecto ſoſte and tet 
But lydctiy (he had a fap;cfozycer 

It was almoſt a ſpan bzode Jtrowe 

Fo; harblpy/(he was nat vudet growe 
Full fetyce was het clone as J was ware 
Ot (male co;all aboure her atme ſ de bare 

I pay2c of beades/gauded all with grene 
And theton hynge a bꝛoche tulll bene 

On whiche fy2\t was wzitte a crouned I 
Ind aftcr that Imo veacct onnu 

Another Aunnt with her bad ( be 

That was het chapclapne/and pzeeſtes thre, 


of the author. 


Monde there tdas/fay2e fo: the marſtry Unty!' is o he Das a noble poſt 
In out rpder'thatloued well venozp Ful! \ etſbeloued/and full famyſitt was He 
i manly man / to de an abbote able Wit krankeleyns ouct all to his countre 
Full many a deynte hoe had he ur ſtable In eke with worrhy pemen of the t;un 
And whan he rode men might his bꝛidie here Fo: he had power of contt ſſuoun | 
Gyngelyng x whpſtclyng in the wpnde clere Is\(ay0 hranſeife moze than à curate N 
Ind cke as loud as bothe the chapell bei 31D of h1s ode be was Ipcenciat | 
bete as Chis lozde was keper of the cell full (wetety her de he conkeſſ ton 
The rewle of ſaynt Maute w of (aynt Benet And pielaunt was his abſolucion 
E ycatſc he helde tt (ow what olde ano ſtreys Ind an caſy man to gyue peraunce 


This une monke let olde thynges pace Thcre he wyſte to haue good prraunce 
Ind delde after the nc wt wo2lde the {pace Fo: vato a pooꝛc oꝛdie fo; to gvue 
ey aft nat ofthe terte a pulled henne {6 (igne that a man 1s well yt H:tue 
Chat ſeyth that bunters be n2tholy men F 0: if he pafe he durſte make UV aunt 
Me that a monke/ whan hc 1s recheleſte be wyſt that a man Was cepentzun: 
(s|ykctoafyſſhe/whan it is waterieſſe «Pany a man ſo harde 1s of hette b 
ots 1Sto(ay/amonke out otacioyſtre He map nat wepe tough be (og (merte ; 
Jut that terte helde he nat wo:the an oyire Therkoꝛe in ſtede of weprnge and papers 
Ind Flap that bis oppnpon was good Men muſk tut tyiuct to the poo dete 
what f{ bulde be ludyc and make him wood üs trpet yas F fartcd full of pnyiucs 
Upon a boke/al way in cloyſter to pours Ind with pynncs tonvuc fart wpucs 


| ©: {wynke with his handes andlabou'e mo And certayne he 94D a mer” note 
Ys Juſtin dyddeth hot chuld Þ wo:lde be (crs | ctrl coun helprige and pier a? he 
X ct Jaſtyn baue his (wynkt to hymtattctucd © fredbynages be bare veiterty cep ee 


T yerfo;e he was 4 pic aut arpght His necht was whyte as the flott e 
Orchoundes he Dab as (weft as tvule in tight (Therto Rronge He Was 88 3 chan 
<fpuckyng and of huntynge fo; the bet. Ind ke we the tauctnes well cet, al 
Was all hig taſte tor no colte wolde telpane Ind eucry oftcier and tapitere 
F (awe bis ſ(ſeues putfylcd at the hande Better than alt 0; abeggeſtere 
iVith grace and bat the foneſt of a lande Fo: vnto ſuche 4 wo:thy man 2s be 
ns to faſten his Lode vndet the rhyonn Ico:deth nat as dy 1s faculcy 
chad of goſde wz0ught a cutyous pynnt T 0 h ue of luce tyre larees scqucent zune 
out knot in the greater ende there was Its nat hone? it may na uad | 
His heed was dalled whichel bone as ga Fo: to deale with lacbe poiaple | 
Ind cke his face as he had den anoynte But with tyche and lellets o were 
ge was a lozde fatte and in good poylite Ind 0ucr all /ehere as trcgc lu de ac 
His cpen ſtepe and rolipnge in his heed Cuttershewas andlowiy of icruple | 
T bat ftemed as a futners of aleed C hete was no man no where ſe bettauens 
Dis botes ſouple dis hot in gt. at aſtce ewas the beſt degget in dis bous | 
Hou cette ly be was a fap:c p:clate_ Ind rats 4 certayne terrace fo: the graant 1 
Vt was nat palc as a fo:pyncd gooſk ' Pore of his dꝛethetne came bis baum 
J faclwanloucd he beſt of any rooſt F 0: though a wydowe bad nat af bo 
His palſtey was as bzounc as a bety Do plea(aunt was dis in punctpts 


f yet wolde he haut a fertbyng oz be went 
'Y Feers there was a wantan and a mery Mis purchace was better than hrs tente 
-I Jlymptour/and a full ſolempne man And barke de couthe as it wert a wheipe 


In all che ozdets ot is note that can In louedayes there coude be myale Helps 
So moche of dalyauct and fayzc langage Fo: there he nas lyke a cloyſterere 
Pe had made full many a fayꝛt matiage wind a thꝛede bare cope as & pooze txtti 
Of ponge won at his owne colt But he was ipke ama tt 0z a pope 
) / , 9 A | [ / «1 „&. A. it. 
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| . Thepzologe 
— — , cope Sergeant of latve wate aud wpſe 
ThKrounds wes as & dell out of pꝛeſſe Was there p ofte had be at the peruſe 
Homo dat de fo; bis wantonneſſt That was allo full ryche of excellence 
Co 2 The (wcte vpon his tonge Diſctete ih vas / and of gteat reverence 
And in his harpyog/whan de had yſonge He ſemed ſuche / his woꝛdes wert ſo wple 
Hus eyen ed in his heed aright Juſtyc: he was full ofte in aſlyſe 
As done in the ftoſty nyght By patentſand by plapne cͤmpſſion 
This wozthy frere was called Hubber de For his ſcience and his hygh cenoun 
ä | Ol fees and robes had he many one 
Marchatiit there was / w a foꝛk ed betde Sogret a purchaſour w3s there nowher none 
motlep/ on hygh on his ho: he ſate All war: fee (pmple to hym in ettecte 
Upon his heed a Flaunders deuet hat His purchace myght nat be to hym luſpecte 
is botts claſped fapze and fetouſlp No where ſo buſy a fan as he there nas 
His reaſons de (pake full (olempnely And yet he ſemed buſyer than he was 


Sbycwing alwap£Lye cucteaſe of hit wpnnyng 
He wolde the ſee were kepte foz anp thyng 
Bytwyx Pyddelburgh and O:ewell 

Well coude he in his c es lell 

This woꝛthy man his wytte full well belette 
Thete wyſt no wyght ti it he was in dette 
Ho eſtat ly he was of gohetnaunce 

with his bargapns/ aud with his cheutſaunce 
Fox(othc he was a wozthp man with all 

But ſotze to ſap / Jnathowe men him call 


Clerkethere was of Orentoꝛde allo 


. That vnto log ite gad lounge go 


As leane was his hot as à take | 
And he was nat ryght fatte J vadertake 
But loked holowe/and therto ſobetip 

Full tozedebatt was his ouercht courtbp 
Foz he had gote gym pet no dencfpce 

Ne was nat wondif to haut an offyce 
Fo:hym was leuet to haue at his beddes heed 
Twenty bokes pylad in whyte and reed 

Of Ariſtotle aud of his pyplolophye 

Than robes tyche oz fydit 0; (awtrye 

But a be that he was a phyloſopher 

yet had he but lptle golde incofer 

But all chat he mygUt ot his frendes gent 
On bokes and on lexnpnge he it ſpent 

And buſply gan foz the ſoules pꝛay 

Ot hem that pafe him wherwith to (colay 
Ofltudp tobe he moſte cure and hede 

Nat a wozdel he moze than nede 

Ind that was m fourme and reucrence 
and quyche and full of hygh ſentence 
mozall vertue was his (peche 


Dod gladiy woldehelerac and gladly teche. 


In tetmes had he caſe and domes all 

That fro the tyme ot kpng Wylliam were fall 
Chettohe _ endyte and make athyng 
There coude ho wight pynche at his w;ityng 
And eutty ſtatute coude he plapne by rats 

He rode but homely in a medlep cote 

ygy:t wit! a ſeynt of (ylkewith battes (male 
Efhis7rap tell I no lenget tale. 


| Frankelepn was in his company 
3 Whyce was his berde as is the dep(p 

Ind ok hid camplexton was langupnt 
Well tou d he dy the moꝛo wt a cup of wpne 
To lyue in delyte was euer his wonne 
Fo: he was Eppcures owue ſonne 
That belde optnpon that plapue delyte 
Was verp fxlicyte parfyte 
An houl hol det and that a great was he 
Saynt Julian he was in his countre 
His bzced/ his ale was al way after one 
NJ better vyned man was no whcre none 
Without 3ake meate/ was he neuer tn his hous 


is kyſſhe his fleſſhe r that Lo plentuous 


It ine wed in his houſe ot meate and dzinze 
Of all depnties that men couſht thpnke 
Ifter the (ondzy (ſeaſon ofthe pete 

Do chaunged he his mratt and his ſopete 
Full many a fatte partryche had he in meWc 
Ind many a bꝛeme and luce in ewe 

Wo was his coke / but his ſauce were 

Po ynant and ſ hatpe and tedy all his gere 
is table doʒmaunt in his hall al way 
Was tedy coueted ali the longe dap 

At ſeſſions / thett was he lozde and ſyꝛt 
Full ofte tyme he was knygeyt ol the ( hyꝛe 
Aanlace and a gypler all efſp'ke 


ol theauthour. 


hing at his gymle as whyte as moꝛow mylke 
Ac upꝛete had he ben and a cozonour 
was no where ſuche a wozthy vauclour 


, NA haberbaſſher there was # a capentet 

#1 I webbe/adper/and atapyſcr 
nd they wert clothed all in o lyueto 

Ofaſolempne and great fraternyte | 

Full freſſhe and newe het gere pyked wag 

Her knyues chapcd were nat with bias 

But all with ſpluet w2ought full clene x wele 

Het gyꝛdeles and her pouches euerpdele 

well ſemed eche of hein a fapze burgeps 

To ſytten in the Gylbe hall at the deys 

Cucrpche fo: the wyl dome that he can 

was happely fo; to be an alderman 

Fo: cataple had they ynowe and rent 

Ind her wyues wolde it well aſſent 

And els cettapne they were to blaine 

Itis full fapze to be called madame 

Ind go to the vygilles all befozne 

And haue amantell rpally pbozng 


Coke thep had wich hem fo; che nontes 
4 To bople the chikens + the matp Honcs 
Ino powder marchauut/tarte 4 galyng?!e 
Well kne we he a dzaught of Lonvorryass 
He coude toſte ſethe Doyle and frye - 
Makt moztrewcs/ and well bake aprt 
But great hacme was it as it thought nie 
Fo: on his (hynine a mozmall had ye 
Ind blanke manget made he wito the beſt 
SOSOyhypman was thet Þ woned tet by well 
J F02 aught J wot be was of Detthmouth 
He rode vp a cowney as be tout 

na gowne foldynge to the kne 
X daggcron alace hangynge bad he 
Iboute his neche vundet his atme adoun 
The hote ſomet had made his he we all bzoun 
And cettaynly He was a good frlawe 
Full manp a dzauyht of wpnehe hav dzawe 
Fro Burdeaur warde' whykc d ehapimne: ilepe 
LOknpceconlcyence toke he no kepe 
Ik that he faught/+ bad thebygbet hande 
By water he ſent hem home to cucry lande 
But okhis craft to cchen weil his tydes 
Vis ſttemes and his daungets bim belydes 
His herbetough hs mone this lodemanage 
here was none luche from Hull to Cattage 
Hard; he was and ware to vndettase 


Wichm , 4 tempeſt his berde hath be ſhake 
Heng e all the hauens that there were 
Froc otciande in to the Capfeneſtcre 

Ind cucrp cryche m Biitapne 440) Sparne 
1, varge was (24rd the wh audclapies 


Itch os there was a doctour in phyſike 
ww fnthc wozlde was there none him ipte 
To (peke of pyplike aud (urgerys 
J 0: he we grounded in Iltrenompe 
Lc bepte hits pacient a great dete 
41houres by magybe naturcll 
Well couthe he of toztunc tha llcnden 
Ofthis ymagecs fo: his pacient 
Le knew. the Caule ofcuery malza»re 
Wett it ofcolde yerate/moyhh o: bur 
And were engend;ed of what humour 
Vc was d Uerp pariptcpiagkeouy 
T he cauſe ykn9 we and of his Larne rhe 2019 
Anonehyecpafetiothelykemant!s bor 
J 0: tebp atwap behis apc iccaryes 
To lende hem diagges tis kou warrts 
J 0; cche of hem mave other fo; to ran 
Her frend(l hyp was nat nets ts b.r one 
v ull well kncwe he the olds & (cal 2 pts 
Ind Tnlc0;10es and che Kuss 
Olde ppoctas Map and che Sl 
Stapion Gais 4nd (be Jule 
Juttteps Damacene and oo 
Betnatde Satilden and Selben 
Okhis dyetemaetut able was he 
$0: 1: was oknoſuapetdapte 
25UuK of great nouttluynge mn digen 
Dis udp was but lytcll bn ES vic 
#3(d409gweyin and im peree F (130 withes!! 
Kkyned with Tattaca ard with Sanda 
Ind ipac he was of his dulpince 
Þ)c keptelhathe wan tn the petylence 
Jo: golden phyliket8aco:0pall 
Tyecco:ehe loued golde in ctpecp all. 


[2 Bo wyke there was of belydt Bache 
moch was lodcie defr 3 chat was (cas 
if clothe matyng bad oc uche ar? bat (che 
She palled then of Lp:c and of Gaunt 

£1431 the paryſThe wyte was there none 
That tothe oſttyng beto;e det ſhulde gone 
Ind if hete dyd cettayne wzotte was be 


Chan wasl be out of all charitc 


Het zetchcucs full tyre wett of gtounde 


4K he. —— 


— gy — ENT 
— > ma * _—_ 


Ide co erechey weyed the 
Chat on a ſoaday were on det 
et doltu were of ſyus ſcati et reed 
un etepte ptryde 2 (hoes full moyſt x newe 
Bolde was her face ape and reed ot de we 
— — 
HPaſbandes a the chp2che doze dad ſde fyue 
Wethourt other company tn Fouthe 
But hyerof nederh aat to(peake as nouthe 
It Actes dadſ de den and et eruſailem 
Sbc bad palled th2ough many a ſttangt tem 
Ac Rome (de had de and & Boloyns 
At ſapnt James im Galrce/and at C oloyne 
' — — 22 
Gap tothed was (de / ſochi to (ay 
Upon an arnbuler ul caſely ( de (at- 
pwympled wetl / and on ber bred an hat 
Fs dꝛodt as it were a bokelcr 0; atarge 
te mantit aboute det hy large 
And on het belies a par c of (goes ſharp? 
In felo wl hp coude ( bt laugh and cat pe 


Ot cemedyts of lout (be toudt pet chaunce 
Fo: of chst arte (he coude the olde daunct. 


SGood man there was of tel igyoun 
Ind was a pvo:e perſon of a town 

25 ut rice ue was ofbotp thought + wett 
He was alloalerned man and a clierke 
That Cryſtcs goſptis rrewly wolde pace 
is patyſbons Devoutly wolde be teche 
Bon ancicvpis' and wonder dellgent 
$10 (1 avucrt,7 ii full pacrent | 
Ind ache 1c was p. outd ofreſythes 
F il! lotyc were ge to curte fo: his rites 
But rather wolde he peue out of deute 
Unto das pooꝛte pat hong aboute 
Ot his offtyng and rke of his ſubſt aunce 
Vt coude in lytit thynge bauc(uffy(aunce 
Wyde was his patyſſhe douſes fer a ſondet 
But he let nat foꝛ rayne ng fo) thunder 
Jn(icaneſſe no; in myſ to vyl(ite 
«ve ferre(} in his patyſſhe moe and lyte 
hes fete and iu his hande a ſtaſ 
bes noble enſampit / vnto his ſ yepe he yafe 
Chat tyʒũ he wzought/ + afterwarde taught 
Out ofthe goſpell rhe woꝛdes he caught 


\ Fo; apzeeft to be foule/in whome we truſle 
No bender 18a tewde man to tuſte 


The p2ologe 


And (hame it is tt a pꝛeeſt take Lepe 
Il lotty(hepcr>e/and a clene ſ hep 
Well ought a pꝛeeſt enſaumple to qyue 
Bybisclcnvellc'howe his ſhepe i dulde lyus 
Belctte nat hits benefpce to bpze 

Ind let his hepc acomdꝛe in the mp2e 
Ind tenne {9 London to (aynt Poulcs 
And ekt ym a chaunttpt fo; (oules 
Otycr with a bzstherheed to be wietholde 
But dwell at dome and kepe his folde 
o that che wolſt nc made it nat miſcarye 
De was al bephetde and nat a mercenarye 
Ind though he boly were and vertuoug 

Vt was nat to (pnful! nicu to deſpytous 

Ac of bis techprige/ daungerous ne digne 
But in dis (peche diſcrete and benygne 

CH d;a we folke en heuen with fap;eneſte 
Sy good enlaumplc/this was dis buſpneſle 
But it were any petſone oblMynate 

Wwhethcr he were orgs 0; lowe aſtate 
Pym wotve de (npbbe ( yarply fo; the nonts 
I dettet pzeclt I ttowe no where none 16 
Ht waytid after no pompe nc t cuctence 

Ne made to him a (ppced conſcyence 

But C "pcs lo and dis apolſicis cwclug 
Vt ta gt bu? fyꝛũ he folowed tum (elue, 


th hem thete was a plowman dis bzodey 
WC bat dad led of bunge many a fodet 
Atte we lwpriker 4 a good 4s be 
Ky upnge in peace and pattfyte charite 
od loucd doe with all bis hette 
Ir all tymes tough be gamed 8; (merte 
Joao than his nepgybour cight as him (rlue 
He 20love te d de 4 therto DYgge and blue 
10d. Cty uta lat toꝛ euecy pooze Wpght 
Without hyzt ii it lay in his mpght 
Vis tythes payci ht bothe fat and well 
Pt his pꝛopze ſlwynde and his cat: 
$1 a tabetde he code Vpon amete 
T txrre wats alle a Acute tt a 
4 Sompnour/arid a Pardoner allo 
4 :45anciple and mplcits 'there was no mo. 


Cl He myllet was a ſtoat carle foz p noni 


cre 


_A full byghe was of bzaur« 4 bones 
¶ hat p:0uved well fo; ouet all there ye came 
At wzaſtipng al way he wolde haue the Ram 
Ve was( b=:!el Hulbzed bzode/a thicke quat 
Thcrc was no doze/ Phe noldt heus of the bat 


O3 dzeake if at rennynge with his heed 
His berde as any ſowe oz fore was reed 
And thttio bzode/as it were a ſpade 

Upon the cop right of his noſe he hape 

A werte and theton ſdode a tufte ot heates 
Reed as the bzuſtels of a ſowes tcatcs 

His noſttylles blacke were and wyds 
Aſwerde and a bokeler/barc he by his(yde 
His mouthe as great was as 4 furneys 

He was 8 1angcicr/ anq a goipardeys 

Ind that was moſt of (pnne and harlotryes 
well coude he tcalc co:ne/and tolle th:ics 
Jud that he had a thombe of golde parde 

X whytc cote and a bie we hode weared he 
I bagpype coude he blotwe and fowne 


Ind ther with he bzought vs out of towne, 


; Gentile Picipie was there of the teple 
5 1 Ot which a catour miqbt take exemple 
oꝛ to be wyſe in byeng of vptaplc 
J 02 whether he pay dot 0; tokt by taple 
N\.gatc de wa ted lo on his achate 
& vat de was aye befozng/ and in good date 
Nowe is nat that of god alapze grace 
T hat ſucde a ke woe raannes yu: (bull mace 
The wyle denne of an hepe of ierned men 
Ot mayſlets dad be mo than th2ule ten 
T hat were of lawe ecpertc and curious 
Of whicht there were 3dolcn in that hous 
Moꝛthy to be ſhaatdes of rent and lande 
Of au lozde/thac 1s m England 
To make hm lVut by bis owuc geo 
In honour detit c diu be were u 00 
Other zyuc lcacſch as dym hd defy; 
And ablc fo; to bett all che i hyac 
n any caule that m qt fall e: Hapoe 
nd pct this mancy p (et all bes cappe. 


"7 Reuethere was/ablenber colcrihc man 
His beide is ( haue/asnigh as be cats 
us yraces were by dis cares $owno yi 12038 
His top was Joche d lyke a pzcell be. o: 

$ ulllonge were his legges and full kene 

XL yke aſltatte/there nys no calfe ene 

Well coude de uatpe a garner and a by 
Chete was none auoitout coube of dim wyn 
Well uyſt he by the dꝛoug ht and by the tayne 
The peldoyng ot his (ede and ot his grepine 
His lozdes (bepe his net ano his dey ne 
Hislwyne his yozlr dio doe, hu pale 


of the authour. 


\was he' u this Neues gouernynge 

And b his couenaunt pate the tehenynge 
Dy! his lozoe was twenty pere of age 
Th .ccouve ns man bungc hm ia acerags 
Thete nas bayſy nt none other hy ue 

That he ne kncwe his i ley qt 63 his coupe 
They were cthym a bad as of the dere 
dis wonnynge was full fayze pon a berhe 
With grene trees ( hado web waghis piace 
He coude bettet than his 19;de purchace 
Full ryche he was aſtozed p;tuely 

His 10:de well he coude ple At ſubtylly 

To ycut and lc ans to him ot tis c good 
Ind hauc thank and pet àa cott and au het t 
$1youthe ht hid lernerd a good myitcre 

De was 4 well good WGH 4 carpiniiti 

T his ticue (ate vpona well goes? tot 
That was ali pon gray and tight Scot 
Jlongc ſutcott ot Perce ↄpon hum be had 
Ino by his (-De te bare a cuſty blade 

Of No;tolke was this reue of whache I 
Belpde a towne- meu fall Batopiwell 
Tucked be Was 4s 15 After; about 

And cuct he rode the hendeted ect 


. 4 1] Sotiupnour with vs was in {21 place 
* Cat bad fe reed cectubeus e 
J 0; (aut dime be was with ren nico wm! 
Bote hs was 4ad lpBcrous 25 4p 4c wrt 
104th blake bzowes Laailed ad pulled bil ng 
Ot his vylage chyldzen were akte 

Chcte nas QUICK pure hifarge ue barn tony 
»0;4cc (rule ncoh M T arctic non 
Neopnttemen that wells lines and bett 

T Oat hum mpg btpe of his wines erte 
Mothes $:19500S (pUaprige 03 248 checke 
well toucd ye 0npons gattesc 430 secs 
And toto d;inveftrong wyne as red 2s 51008 
T 1147 Wolde hetpeihs x $5y0 as be Wile woos 
43115 whan be 14d well donc tbe wroe 

c ban WIDE he pete no worde dat Au 

A ewe ſtetmes dad de tBe e. b 

T 0M he yhadliened of Lome 11141 ofDecrey 

No wondet is ko: de het de it all the day 

Ind che yt knowe weil thata tay 

C 41 (tepe walte às weil as can the pope 
But who coude him u ochet thinges grops 
dan Had he tpent all bis phylatopby 

Jpe queſtio quid quætis wolde he cxpe 

»c was s gente bulot and a krude 


* r 


* 
„ 


* * — i 


DB deter euer den natfynde 
weve fuſe t bz carte of wyne 
daue des conacubyne 
> ercafe dom at che full 
* Full pnuap s pache ee coude de pull 
S. Ind The lonve owbere a good fclawe 


— — 


ide attche de enes cuts 
But emule were in his puts 
Fo2 mn hos pavs! de Fhulbe punyſſhed be 
Purs is the arthedetenes hci ſayd he 
But well } woterhe lyed ty gut in dede 


tede man to dꝛede 
— — — — 
And alſo ware dym of a ſigur faca' cit 
— — ag 
Ill che poags ones of the dyccyſt 
— —— of hes reed 
I gaclonade dt vad ſat vpon bis heed 
Is great'26 it were af} aleftake 
Ido der had he made bym of a cab 


W Teh hem there code ageutle Pardon:ce 
Of Kodcyudle/ his ted x his compers 
That ſtecigt was come fro the court of Rome 
Tull loudt de ſlonge come Hyther loue to me 
Twmslompnour bare to hym a ſtyffe butdoun 
Was atuet trompe of dalt᷑e ſo great a ſoun 
This patdsact had hear as yelo we as wcre 
Ind ſmoecne ic ving as doche a [xyke of flere 
Dp hounſts dynge bis lockes that he bad 
Ind cherwiid his ( hul dcrs over (p:ad 
But th as it lap by culpvus one and one 
In hoe fs; tolyte weated hc none 
o it was ttaſſes vp in tis walet 
Hymn chought he rode Upon the ne we get 
Dill (age his cappe he rode all bare 
Suche glaryng epenhad he as hath an hate 
IBvernaflehad he (owed vpon his cappe 
His walet defuzne hym had he in his lappe 
Beit fall et pardon/come fro Rome all hote 
A voyce he gad as (nale as hath a gote 
No de / ne neuce( hulde haue 
| As mo was it/as it werrneweſhaue 
Itrowe he were a getonge 0:4 mare 
But of hy: 3crafte/from Berwpke bnto ware 
-— Nowastyereno'dhereſuche a pardonere 
- - Fozin hes male/he had a pylo we bert 
chere yt ſayd/was our ladyes beyle 
Ded hehad a godet of He(aple 
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That ſavnt Petet dad / han chat de went 

Upon the ſee 198 Jt Ccpſt henc 

He bao a cto aton/fultl of 9 

And in a glaiſe/he had pygges bones 

Bat with theſe relyques/ whan that he fonde 

A pooꝛt perſon/dwellpng vpon londe 

Upon a diy / be gate hym moe money 

Tyan the pecſon gate in monethes twe 

And tuus had ye fapned fl atecies 3 1apes 

He made the perſon and the people y1s apes 

But tteui to teil / at the lait 

He was in chy2cye an noble eccleſpaſt 

Well coude de rede a leiſon oi a ſtoꝝ 

But alderdeſt he ſonge an ou cetaayx 

Fo; well he wyſt / whan tuat ionge was (ongs 

Ne mult pꝛecde / and fyle a whyle dis tonge 

To wynne ſpluet as he full well coude 

Thyerkoze he ſonge / the metietiv and loude 

is — baut J told pou voni in a clauſe 
Che ſtate the atap / the node 3 the cauſe 

Why that aul embled was this company 

In Houchwerut at this gentle ho&cirys 

That hp cht che Taberde faſt by the Bcil 

But nowe is tym to pou d to tell 

Now that we date bs that ilke 

whe! that we were in the doſtty aipght 

And after woll J cell of our viage | 

Ind all the ccmenaunt of our ppigruaage 

But fyꝛſt you p:ap/ of your curteſys 

That pe ic arecte it nat iny bylanpe 

Tdougi that I playnly ſpełe in this matere 

To tell pou het woꝛdes and het chere 

And though (peke her wozdes pꝛopctip 

Fo: hal knowe as well as J 


who tall a tale teil aftcr a man 

I mult tebetce as nete as be can N 
E-cry woꝛdt ik it de in his — 

Ill ſpcke he neut ſo rudcly and lo latge 

Oꝛ els he muſt tell his tale vntrewe 

©: (ap thynges o feyne woꝛdes newe : 
De map nat ſpate / althoug he were his bzodes 
Ne mote as well (ap o woꝛde as another 
Cryſt ſpake hymCelfe full b;obe in holy wꝛit 
Ind well pe wote / no bylanp is it 

Cke Plato laythe who ſo can it rede 

Che woꝛdt mult be coipn to the dede 

Iico I pꝛay pou fozyrue it me 

All though J ſet nat folkemn her degre 

Hete tn theſe tales as they (hulde ſtands 
My wyt itſho;te/pe may weu bnderſtande. 
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Res made ous hoſt to vs echone 
() Ana ta (ouperlet he vn anone 
tcued bg with vptayie ag che beſt ö 
ngs was the wyne — vs lyſt 
Iſemelp man out hoſte was withan 
Fo; to be a mag hall m Alo], hail 


Jlarge man he was with eyen ſlepe 
Ifay;cr bargeps is there none in chepe 
Bolde ok his (peche d well was ytaught 
Ind of manhode lacked hs tight naught 
et therto was he right a mety man 
Ind after ſoupet to plapen he began 
Ind (pake of myʒttie amonge vthcr thynges 
Whan that we had made our tcckenynges 
e layd thus no we lozdynges trcwlp 
fe be to ine ryght welcome bettely 
Jaw my trovwthe/if I ( hall naclye 
la we nat this yere lo mery acompanye 
ones in this herbexo\ve as nowe 
Fapnc wolde J do you my;the/at I wyſt howe 
Ind of ainp;the J am right nowe bethought 
Co do pou taſe and it ſ hali coſt you nougyt 
e go to Cæauntetbuty warde'godyoulpeoe 
Thc blpC full marty: quyte you pour mee 
Ind well ye wote as pe go by the way 
el hapen pou to talke and to play 


"& Fo: trewlv comfozte ne mp2the is none 


Torpde bp the way dombe as a ſtone 
Ind therfoze wyl: I inabe youdulpo;te * 


DA 


As Jſardetſt end do you como 
Ind if (tlykcth you aul by one adem 

F 0; to ſtandt at nip augernent 

Ind fo: to werte as da you (ap 
To 17020 we whatiyc cyber onthe wap 
Nope bp mp father (@uke chat is det d 
But ye be metp J( hall ycut pou my ted 
Holde bp pous bande, witchaut more tpeche 

Our count apiece halt nat longs be to loche | 
&s thought 1t Wag nat werd tomate 

Ind gtaunted hym without moe Kris 

And bad hymn lay bis vcrdpt as bym ly 

Loꝛdynges o he nowe Herkeneth for the bell 

But take it nat I p;ay you tu Dayne 

Cbis is the popute tokpeRcevtlhozic it pull 

Chat che of you toltozto with Pour Wer 

Fachis vyaget tzall tel cales twey 

To Caumctbutyp warde FT incaiiciclo 

Ind bomwarde be (ball ccll other talcs two 
Otanentutes that whriom dane betall 

Ind whiche of you bearcth hint belt of all 
Thatistolayp thac telleth wn tbis call 

Tales of bel} ſentenct nd moſts {olarce 

ball hauc aſoupcr of out alther colt 

Pereanthis place lyttynge by this poſt 

Whan that we come ayen from Cauntetbutp 

Ind fo; tomake pou the moze mety 

$ wyll my (clfe goodlp witd you ryde 

Light atmpn owne colt and be pout gyde 


PL 


And who that weil my tragement 


with(ap 
Sbho:ly (yall pay all — — w 
— bone eat bythe * 
Tell me anone/Wwithout woꝛdes mo 


wgement 
And tde tvp ou ths wene was let anone 


We dꝛonke and to teſtt went ws ecdout 
Without any lenger taryenge 
Amo: obe whyanthe day gaulp;inge 

Vp ro'e out hoſte and was ali out cocke 
And gaded vs cogpthcr all in a locke 
Ind to;the we cy deu tyte ll mot than paas 
TInto che waterprﬀg;e A (aync Thomas 
And therc our Hole gan dis hoſe ateſt 
Ind (ad harkencrh lad gsifpclyſt 

re wort yur fogwarde/and J you tecozde 
If cupnioage and ny020 we [ori ge aco2De 
Let ſe nowe wos ( bail tell the ty; calc 

Is cuer mote I dunke wut o: alc 

Whois wpki be tebeu to my tugeimeut 
dba pay fy2 all that is by the way ipent. 


AIs de that was wy(r and pbeSyent 


And de began with 


11 further twyn 
woche (hall the degyn 
Sy»; knyghx quod de / u marſter 3144p lozde 
Nowe da weth cut fo: hat is mpne acoꝛde 
See quod de my lady pꝛioꝛeſſt 

z cler e let de pout ſ damefaſtneſſe 
nat lay on hande cuety man 
— to dꝛautu tuety wyght began 
And ( hoꝛteip to tell as it was 


Were it dy auentute toꝝ unt 63 caas 


Theſothe is this the cut ty on the knyghe 
Ot whiche full blythe + glad is tutty wyght 
Ind tell he muſt as ut was reaſon 
By foz warde/and dy compolicion 

Is pc haut hetde what nedeth woꝛdets mo 
And whan this good man (awe that it was (0 


Co hc des fozwarde by bis&c aſſent 
e ſayd ſytihneſſe Yſhalfbegyn the game 


What welcome de cut a goddes nanic 


Rade let vs tcyde a derten what I ca 
And with chat wo de we epden fozth our bay 


a merp chers 
Ind (apd anone hes tale as pel hull hers, 


C Thus endeth the pꝛologe / and 
bete after tolo weth t 
tales. 2 


4 


dHylom/ as olde ſtoꝛies telleth vs 

w There was a dude that bygbe Theſcus 
Of Thebes'he was [v:de crnour 

And in his eyme'(uche a conquctout 

That greatter was there none! bnder the ſon 

Full many a ryche countre had he won 

What with dis wyſedom and chiualev 

De conqueret all the reigne of femeny 

That whylom was cleped Cithea 

Ind wedded the huene Jpolita 

Ind bzought her home in to his count et 

With m glozic and ſolemnyte 

Ind eke her pong (uſter Ginely 

Ind thus with victozy and melody 

Let J this wozthy duke to Ithenes tyde 

Ind all dis hooſt/ in armes hym beſyde 

And cexteſſe / t it ne re to long to hett 

J wolde haue tolde fully the matete 

Howe won was tho teiane of Ferneny 

By Theſ(eus/ and by his cheualry 


Ind of ze great batay le fo: the nones 
Bitw ert Ithencs and Imaſoncs 

Ind owe beſteged was po. ta 

Th. (ay:c hardy quenc of Cithca 

And of the fecſt that was at het cddyng 
And of che tempeſt at her Home compng 

But all thatthyng/ F mote as no we fo;beare 
haue god wote alarge ftide to eare 

Ind weake ben the oren in te plowe 

The remnaunt of my tale is long mo we 
Juyll nat lette ete nonc of this tou. 
Let cucry felowe'tell his tale about 

Ind let vs ſe nowe who (hall the fupper den 
And there Jlaftt F wyll agayne begeyn. 


- Nis duke of whom T mike mentions 
whan be was come aimed to Stowe 
14 


Inailhis welth and bis moſt p:rme 

Pc was war? as be call this cope ase de 
where that there knclcd inthe high = 25 

3 company ok ladyces rwey and rey 

e che after orher / clade in clothes ike 
Butſucde a crve and ſuche & wo ther me 
T bat in this wo:lde/ nys creature 194mg 
To3t berde luche another wayment! g 


Ind of this crye they nolde neuct tony 


Tri they the reynes/ of h1s bote bee 


What folke be ye that at mic hom c 2 

Pettutben lo my test wich ccc 

Quod Theſeus: Haut ye ſo gtcat cn 

Ok mync bonout that thus copl zent ander- 

Oz who hath vou mil donau o oteded 

Ind teil me if it may be aminded 

Ind why that yt be clothed thus m blake 

T He oldeſt lady of them all (pate 

\whan (de bad (wor:cd with a decdlychett 

T hat it was ruthe to (e and to here 

She layd loꝛde : to whom po:tunc bath price 

Uicto:v: Ind as a conquerourt to yur 

Qought greueth vs ro? glNp x your honour 

But we delcke you of mercy and locour 

Haue mercy on dur wo and diltrefTe 

Home dꝛope of pytic th:ough thy gentrinefe 

TLpot vs w:etched women let nowe fall 

F o: cettelle loꝛde: there is none of vs all 

Chat ( he nc hach de a duchelſe o: a quens 

Howeds oc captiffes as it ts wete (ene 

Thanked be fo:tune and ber falſe whele 

Chatnonecſtatc cn{ureth to be wele 

Nowe ccrtellec lozde : to abyde pour pꝛeſenct 
D 


„e 


tn 
2 wapting all this fourthnighe 


I 
Whytom wpfe/ to kyng Campancus 

hat ſtarſt at Thebes a curſed ba that day 
Ind all we that den iu this arrap 
Ind makcall chis lamentacione 
we loſten all our huſ bandes at that towne 
Whyles that the ſiege / thete about lap 
And pet nowe the olde Creon/welawap 
hat lozdc is nowe/of Thebes that cyte 
Fulfplied of p2c and iniquite 
Yt fo; diſpyte/and fo; his tyranny 
To done thc deed bodpes villanp 
Ok all out lozdes/ whiche that ben(lawe 
Hath all che bodyes on anhcape pdꝛawe 
Ind wyll nat (uffrc hem by none aſſent 
Neytyer to be butped ne to be bzent 
But makceth houndes to cate hemandiſp te 
Ind with that wozde without moꝛe teſppte 
Thep fallen gtouclpng and crye pitouſ lp 
Haue on vs wzetched women (ome metcp 
Ind let out ſoꝛowt ſynkce in thyne hett 
This gentoll duke of his coutſet ſters 
With hett pptous whan he herde hem (pcke 
Dym thought his hett wolde b:cke 
whan he la we dem ſo pytous and ſo mate 
That whylom were ol ſo great eſtate 
And in his armes he hem all vp heat 
Ad hem confoꝛted in full good entent 
Ind ſwoꝛe his othe as he was tcewe knpght 
He wolde do f farfa2the his inyght 
Upon the tpraunt Crcon/hp:ito wicke 
That all the people of & tece ( hulde ſpcke 
Howe Crtou was of Thcſcus yſcrued 
As he that hath his dete welt deſetued 
And right anont withouten moe abode 
His banet he daplaped and foꝛthe he rode 
To Thebes warde / and all his hooſt beſpde 
go ncre Athencs nolde he go nc tyde 
At takt his caſe] nat fully halfe a day 
But on his wape that night he lap 
And ſent anone/ Jpolyta the quene 

And Emelp / her ponge ſuſtet ſ hene 

Uno the towne of Athenes to dwell 
And foꝛche he tydeth / there is no moꝛe to tell. 


Theknk 
of the goddes clemencs 
Rowe hetpe vs loꝛde / ſith it lyeth in thy might 

wꝛetche / whiche $ wepe and waple thus 


s tale 


He ted ſtatue of Mata /w (pere# targe 
So ſhpneth in his white bancr large 
Tat all the feldes / glyttren vp and downe 
And by his banet bozne is his penone 
Of golde tull t iche in whiche there was pbete 
The Mynotaute / which he wan in Crete 
Thus rydgth this duke / this conquer our 
And in his hooſt of cheualry the flour 
Tyll that he came / to Thebcs and alyght 
Fapꝛe ina elde there as he thought to fyght 
But (hoztlp foz to ſpckcof this thyng 
With Cteon whiche was of Thebes kyng 
He fought: aud lawe hym manty as a knight 
Fn playne bataple/and put his folke to flight 
nd ata laute / he wan the cytie after 
And rent adowne wall parte and raftcr 
And to the ladpes / he reſtozcd agayne 
The bodies ot het hul bandes p were (lapne 
To do oblequies as tho was the guyſe 
But it were all to long foꝛ to deupyle 
The grcat clamout / and the wapmentyng 
That thoiadyes made at the bꝛennyng 
l tha>odpes : and the great honour 
That Thelcus the noble conquerour 
Dothe to the ladyes/ wha they from hym went 
But (hoztly foz to tell is myne entent 
Whan that this wozthy duke tols Theſcus 
Dath Creon ilapne/and wan Thebes thus 
D(tpll in the kelde/hc toke all nyght his reſt 
And dyd with all che countte gs hym leſt 
He tanſaked in the taas of bodyetz dede 
Hem toꝛ to ſtrype / ot harneſſe and of wede 
The pyllours dyd het buſpnelle and cure 
Ittet the bacaple and the diſconfyture 
Jud ſo befpli/that in that caſe they founde 
Th!:owe gyꝛte / with many a greuous wolids 
Two pong knpghtes / lpeng by and by 
Bothe in one harnelle/wzought full richely 
Ot whiche two / Arcite hight tyat one 
Ind the other knyght hight Balamon 
Natfully quicke/ ne fully deed they were 
But bychet cote armour and her geee 
The Hetodes knewe hem belt inlpeciall 
As that they were of the blode ropall 
Df Thebes and of (uſtren two pboze 
Out of the taas/ the ppllours haue hem toze 
And haut hem catyed ſofte in to the tent 
Of Theſeus: and he full ſoone hem Cent 
To Athenes to dwell there in pꝛilon 
Petpetuall foz he nolde no taunſon 


And whan this wozthp duke had thus done 
He toke his hooſt / and home he gothe anone 
With Laurer crowned/ as a conquerour 
And there he lyucth in toye and in honout 
Terme of his lyte / what nedeth woꝛdes mo 
Nav ina towze/in angupſſ he and with ws 
Dwelleth jdalamon/ and his felo re Frcrte 
Foz euermoze/there map no golde hem quite. 


Thus paſſed pete by pete / and day by dap 
Cyll it betell ones / in & moznpng of May 
(That Emelp / that fapꝛet was to ſene 
(Than is the Lylle / vpon the ſtalke grene 
And freſſ het than Map / with floures newe 
Foz with the Role colour ſtroue het he we 
I nat whiche was the the fapzcr of hem two 
Ete it was dap / as was her wont to do 
She was aryſen / and all redydight 
F0: May wyll haue no (logarde anyght 
The ſeaſon picketh euery gentpll het: 

Ind maketh hym out of his (lepe to ſtett 

Ind (aithe arpſe: and do thpne oblereyaunces 
This maketh Emelp to haue rememb; aunccs 
To do honour to Map / dnd fo; to tyi 
clothed frei he was ſ he to deuyſe ; 
Het palowe het was bzopded on a tteſſe 
Vchynde her backe / a long parde J gelle 
Ind inthe gardepne at the ſonne vpꝛiſte 

She walked vp and downe:and as het lyſte 
Ohe gadꝛed floures/parte whyte and reed 
To make aſubtell chapelet fo: het hecd 

And as an aungell heuenly ſhe longe 

The great toute that was fo thicke 4 ſtonge 
Whiche of the caſtell/ was the chiett dungeon 
There as the knyghtes were in pꝛilon 
Ok whiche J tolde pou and tell (hall 

Was cupn iopnaunt to the garden wall 
There as thus Emelp had het pleveng 
Bꝛight was the ſonne and clete that mowmpng 
And Palamon tqis wofull p:uſoner 

As was his wont by lcaue of his gay!cr 

Was tyſen: towmed in the chambꝛe on high 
In whiche all the noble cytie he ſeytij 

And cke the garden full of bzaunches grene 
There as this freſſhe Emely the (hene 

Was in her wald e / and tomed vp and downe 
CTyis ſozoutull pꝛiſonet this Palamor 
Gothe in the chambꝛe towmyng to and fro 
And to hym ſelute complayned of his wo 
That he was bone full ottt ht layd alas 


Che knightes fe 


And lo tyll by auenture and caas 

That noug a wyndow thyc of many a bat 
Of y on great and ſquate as any ſpatte 

De ilt his eyen vpon Emciya 

Ano therwith he blent and cryed a 2 

As though he were ſtongen to the hett 

Ind wity that crye: Atcytt anone vp ſtett 
And(ayd/ coſyn myne what aplcth the 

That arte ſo palc/and dee diy on to ſe 
why crpe(t thou who hath do the offence 1 
Foꝛ goddes louc /tabe all in pactence 

Our puſon: Fo: it may none other be 

Fo:tune hath yene vs this abductſytt 

5: cls lome Wy cked alpecte or dupoſyron 

Of Saturne Hy lome conſtellacton 

Dath yeur vs chis all though we bad (worm 

So ltode the Weuen whan we wete bewe 

we muſt endure this is the [hore ande 

This Palamon aut wcro and(apd ag ay: 

C ofyn'fo:ſothe of this op; yon 

Thou haltc a veyn ymaginacton 

This pzilon cauleth we nat to crore 

But ] was hurtnowe thzough mrn ce 

Unto my bcrtc that woll my bane be 

The. fay meſſe ot a lady that J le 

yonDd2e in the gatdern towmong to nd 

Is caulc of my crreng and my wo 

not whether (he be woman o: god oc 

But Uenus it is lothely as Þ a: lle | 
Ind therwithall on knees downe ben 

Ind laͤrd Uenus if it be thy wyll 

you in this gardeyn thus to tranl gute 

Bekoꝛe mcto;oufull wirtchethyctcatute | 
Out ok this pꝛilon bhelpe that we mareilkave 5 
And it it de out de ſtenyc lo beſbape : 
Dy ecceiic worde tv Dyes in pilon | 
St our lynage bauclome compattron 

CT 1147 islolowe pb:ouaht by trramre 

Ind with that woꝛde Ircyte gan dpyt 
where as the lady went to and fro 

Jad with chatlyght/ber beaute hurte homo 
T hat if Palamon were wounded [og 
Ateytt is hutt as moch as he o: moze 

Ind with alygb be (apd pytoully 

Che freilhe beaute me tech (odenty 

t het that tometh iu che yondet place 

Ind but I dauc het meter and der grace 
That I map le het at the leſte way 

Jam but deed there is no moe to laps 
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B.. 


J wzetche/ whiche wepe and waple thus 
Wyyſom wpfe/ co kyng Campancus 
That Carft at Thebcs/ a curſed ba that day 
And all we that ben in this arrap 
Ind make all chis lamentacione 
we lolten all out huſ bandes at that towne 
Whylts chat che ſiege / chere about lap 
And pet nowe the olde Creon/welawap 
That lozdc is nowe/of Thebes that cyte 
Fulfviled of p2c and iniquite 
Bc fo' diſpytt and fo; his tyranny 
To done thc decd bodpes billany 
Ok all our lozdes/ whiche that ben (lawe 
Bath all the bodyes on an heape pdꝛawe 
Ind wyll nat (utfrc hem by none aſſent 
Neythet to be butyed nc to be bzent 
Biu makceth houndes to tate hemandiſpyte 
Ind with that wozde without moꝛe teſpyte 
Thep fallen gtouclpng and crye pitouſ lp 
Haut on vs wzetched worien (ome merep 
And let out ſoꝛowe ſynke in thyne hett 
This gentyl! duke of his coutſct ftert 
With hett pptous whan he herde hem (pcke 
pm thought bis hett wolde b:cke 
Whan he ſa we hem o pytous and ſo mate 
That whyiom were ol (0 great cllate 
And in his armes he hem all vp hent 
And hem confozted/ in full good entent 
Ind lwoꝛe his othc/ as he was tcewe knpqht 
He wolde do fo farfoa2the hig inygh! 
Upon the tyraunt Crcon/hp:1ito wicke 
That all the people of Gtece [ hulde (pcke 
PoweCreon was of Thcic us plcrued 
As he that hath his dethe wile deſctued 
And right anone/ withouten moze abode 
His bantt Heduplaped and foꝛthe he rode 
To Thebes warde / and all his hooſt belpbe 
Noncre Athencs nolde he gone tyde 
Ne take his caſe] nat fully halfe a day 
But on his wape that night he lap 
And ſent anone/ Jpolyta the quene 
Ind Emelp / her yonge ſuſtet ſ hene 
Unto the townte of Achenes to dwell 
And fozthe he rydeth/ there is no moze to tell. 


ert tn of the goddes clemence + 
The pane be warring alkchs rthnight 
Rode heipe vs lozde/ſith it lycth in thy might 


6 talc 


He red ſtatue of Mara / w (perez targe 
Hol hpneth in his white banet large 
That all the feldes / glyttren vp and downe 
And by his baner/ bozne is his penone 
Of golde full t iche in whiche there was pbete 
The Mynotaute / which he wan in Crete 
Thus tpdgth this duke this conquerour 
And in his hooſt/ of cycualry the flour 
Tyll that he came / to Thebes and a lyght 
Fayꝛe ina felde chere as he thought to fyght 
But (hoꝛtly foz to ſpcke of this thyng 
With Creon/whichc was of Thebes kyng 
He fought: and lawe hym manly as a knit 
Jn plaync bataple/and put his folke to flight 
nd at a laute / he wan the cytie after 
And tent adowne / wall / ſparre and raftcr 
And to the ladpes / he teſtoꝛed agayne 
The bodies ot her hul bandes Þ were [lapne 
To do obſequies / as tho was the guyſe 
But it were all to long fo2 to deuple 
The great clamour/ and the wapmentyng 
That thoiabycs made at the bzennpng 
k tha»odyes : and the great honour 
That Thelcus the noble conquerour 
Dothe to the ladyes/whi they from hpm went 
But thoztlp foz to tell is myne entent 
Whan that this wozthy duke tols Theſcus 
- Path Creon (lapne/and wan Thebes thus 
Otpll in the felde/hc toke allnyght his reit 
And dyd with all the countre as hymleſt 
He tanſaked in the taas of bodpes dede 
Hem toꝛ to ſtcype / ot harneſſe and of wede 
The pyllours dyd het buſpnelle and cure 
Ittet the bacaple and the diſconfyture 
Jud ſo befpll/that in that caſe they founde 
T hꝛo we gyzte/ with many a greuous woũde 
Two pong knpghtes / lycng by and by 
Bothe in one harneTe/wzought full richely 
Ot whiche two / Arcite hight that one 
Ind the other knyght hight Palamon 
Nat fully quicke/ ne fully deed they were 
But byjher cote armour and her gere 
The Herodes knewe hem beſt in [peciall 
As that they were of the blode ropall 
Ok Thebes and of (uſtren two pboze 
Out of the taas / the ppllours haue hem toze 
And haut hem catyed ſofte in to the tent 
Of Theſcus: and he full ſoone hem Cent 
To Athenes to dwell there in pꝛilon 
Petpetuall foz he nolde no raunſon 


t 


nr. — 


| Che knightes .. 


And whan this wozthp duke had thus done 
He toke his hooſt / and home he gottze anone 
with Laurer crcowned / as a conque tout 
And there he lyucth in toye and in honout 
Terme of his lpfe/ what nedeth woꝛdtes mo 
Bud in &towze/in angupſſ he and with ws 
Dwelleth jdalamon/ and his fciowe Atcite 
Foz euermoze/there map no golde hem quite. 


Thus paſſed pete by yete and day by dap 
Cyli it betell ones / in & moznpng of May 
That Emelp / that fayꝛet was to ſene 
Than is the Lylle/ vpon the ſtalke grene 
And freſſ het than Map / with floures newe 
Foz with the Role colour ſtroue het he we 
I nat whiche was the the kap zet of hem two 
Ete it was day / as was her wont to do 
She was arpſen / and all redydight 
Fo: Map wyll haue no (logarde anyghd 
The ſeaſon picketh cuerp gentpll hers 
And maketh hym out of his (lepeto ſtett 
And ſaithe arpſe: and do thync obletdaunces 
This maketh Emelp to haue rememb; aunccs 
To do honour to Map / und fo; to rple 
Idlothed freChe was (he to deupls 
Het peloweheer/ was bzoyded on atteſſe 
Behpnde her backe / a longt parde J gelle 
Ind inthe garde ynt at the (onne vpꝛiſte 
She walked vp and downe:and as het lyſte 
She gad;ed flourcs/parte whyte and reed 
To make aſubtell chapelet fo: het hecd 
Ind as an aungeli heuenlyl(izelonge 
The great toute that was fo thicke + ſtronge 
Whiche of the caſtell/ was the chiete dungeou 
There as the knÞghytes were in pꝛilon 
Ot whiche J tolde pou and tell (hall 
Was cupn iopnaunt to the garden wall 
There as this Emelp had het pleveng 
Bꝛight was the ſonne and clere that moznpng 
Ind Palamon this wofull pꝛuonet 
As was his wone / dy lcauc of his gap!cr 
Was ryſen: # rowmed in tue chambꝛe ou high 
In whiche all the noble cytie he (oyth 
And cke the garden full of bꝛaunches grene 
There as this freſſhe Emely the l hene 
Was in her walk e and romed vp and downe 
This ſoꝛoutull pꝛiſonet this Palam:on 
Gothe in the charnb2c/rowinyng to ano fro 
And to hym ſelue complayned of his wo 
That he was bozne/full otte he cayd a. as 


And ſc efyll by auentute and caas 
Tha chꝛoug a wyndow thyck of many a bat 
Of :0n great and ſquate as any (parre 

Nc .alt his epen vpon Emetya 

And therwith he blenc/ and cryed a'3 

As though he were ſtongen to the hett 

Ind with that crye: Itcyte anone vp ſtert 

Ind layd coſvn myne what ay lech the 

That arte ſo pale and dec diy on to ſe 

Why crpeſt thou who hath 56 the offence 

F 02 goddes louc tabc all in yactence | 
Our pꝛiſon: Fo: it may none other be | 
F o:tune hath yene vs this abuctſytt | 
O: cls lome wycked alpecte 02 dupoſyeon | 
Of Daturne: Dy lome conſtellacton | 
Dath ycue vs this/ all though we hav (wome 
So ſtöde the Deuen whan we wete bone i 
we muſt endure this is theſhozre and plan 

This Palamon ant wcro and (apy ag2yo 
Coſyn/fo:cthe of this opynyon 

Thou haſte a vey? ymagmacton 

This pꝛilon cauleth we natto crye 

But ] was hurt nowe thzough ment 

Unto mp herte that woll my bane ve 

The fa»mells of a lady that J le 

vondze inthe gardeyn toumyeng to mo tro 

Is cauſe of my crycng/and my wo 

{ not whether (he be woman o: noovele 
But Urnus itis lothely as Þ gctle | 
Ind thetwithall on knces downe hc fo ll 

And layd Uenus if it be thy wy!l 

you wn this gardeyn thus to tran fooute 

Uetoze melooufull wietchethycteatute 

Out ot thts puuton belpe ast wi marc{paps -f 
Ind it it de out deſten's( lo beikbaye 
Dy etcriic worde to bye ein p:ilon 
Ot our lynage bauctome comnatren I 
© {1401s (olowe pb:ougnbe bytytampe | 
Ind with that woꝛde Ircyte gan elpye 
where as the lady went to and tro 

Id withthattrabt bet beaute hut ic demo 
Thatifpalamon were wound lore 
Iteyte is hutt as moche as he 0: moe 

Ind with alygh/ be (apd pytoudy 

The kreilbe beaute me lleett; {odenty 

St het that rometl in che yendet place 

Ind but I hauc her mercy and het grace 
That F maytc her attheleſte way 

| am but deed there is no moꝛe to (ap, 


.. 


His Palamd/whan he theſe wozd; herd 
'T Dilptteouſly he loketh/ and amſwerd 
whether Capecſt thou this in erutſt oz m 
Nay quod Yrctite/tn erneſt by mp fay (plap 
God helpenieſo! I luſt fall lytcll to plep 
This Palamon/ gan knytre his bzowes twep 
It were quod he / to the no great henoure 
Joꝛ to be falſeine foꝛ to be a traytoure 
To me that am thy coſyn and thy bꝛothet 
vc wo me full depe and eche of vs to other 
That ncuer fo2 to dyen in the payne 
Tyll that the dethe / depatte ſ hall vs twapne 
Reythet ol vs in lout to othcr 
At mi none other caſe iny bꝛothet 
And that thou ſhuldeſt truely forthet mc 
In euery caſt as I (hulde foꝛthet the 
This was thyn othe and myn cetteyn 
I wote it welc thou darſt it nat withſayn 
CT bus art thou of mp counſayle without dout 
Ind nowee thou woldeſt talleip be about 
Do laue my lady whome J loue and (crue 
Ind cuet ſhali tyll chat myne hett ſterue 
Now certes tals Atcite / thou ſhalt nat ſo 
T loued het fitſt/ and tolde the my wo 
As to m counſapylte / and to mp bzother (wozae 
To koꝛthet ine as I haue tolde byfo ne 
F 02 whiche thou arte vounden / as a knpght 
To helpe mic it it lap in thy mpght 
Oꝛ cls arte thou fals F date well ſeyn 
This Frcite/full pꝛoudely (pake ageyn 
Thou ſhalte quod ht bc rather fals than ) 
But ttou arte fals I tell the vtterly 
Fo: patamout { loucd het firſt cre thou 
what wilte þ(apeiiithou wilteſt nat yet nowe 
\whcther [he be a woman oꝛ a goddelle 
C hyne is affection of helyneiſc 
And mpne is louc/as to acreature 
Fo; whiche I toloec the myne auenture 
As to my coſyn and mp bꝛothet (wo2ne. 
I ſuppoſe thou louedeſt het byfoznc 
Woteſt thou nat weill / the olde clerkes (awe 
That who (hall peut a louet any la we 
Lout is a gteatet la we / by mp panne 
Than may tt peue of any erthip man 
And thevfoze poſityte la ve / and ſuchce decre 
's bzoken all dap / fo louac ui cche degre 
2 man muſt nedes loue magte his heed 
He map nat ſle ut though be thuloc be deed 
Nl de he made wydowe / oꝛ wyft 
duo ec it is nat litely all thy ly fe 


Co ſtande in her grace / no mozeſhall PÞ 
Foz well thou wottoſt / thy ſciſe verel 
That thou and Ii be dampned to pꝛiſon 
Perpetually: vs gapneth no raunſon 

we ſtroue as dpd the houndes fo; the bone 
They faught ali da /X yet her parte Was nous 
There came a tutte / whyle they wereſo wꝛoth 
And bare awar the bone / bytwirte hem both 
And therfoꝛe at the kynges court mp bꝛothet 
Eche man fo: hem lelut there is none othet 
Lone if thou lyſt foꝛ I laue and apt ſhali 

And ſothiy lyefe bꝛothet this is all 

Here in this pꝛilon / muũ we endure 

And euery of vs take his auenture 

Great was the ſtrife + longe byt wir hem twey 
Itthat Jhadlepler foꝛ to ſu v | 

But to the effecte / it happed an a dap 

To tell it you(hbztly as ay. 


Woꝛthy duke that tigt Parotheus 
I @Thatfelowe was / to duke Theleus 
Dith thilk day / p they were childꝛt᷑ liti 
Was cvine to Achenes his felo we to vyſite 
And fo; to play / as he was wont to do 
Fo; in this wozlde / he loued uo man ſo 
Anp he loued hym / as tenderly agayne 
So well they loued / as olde bokes ſapue 
That whan one was deed / ſothly to tell 
His felo we went a lought hym dowae in hell 
But ok that (tozp/lpſt me nat to endite 
Duke Parotheus/loued well Frcite 
And had hun knowe at Thebes/yere by pers 
And finally / at therequeſt and pzayere 
Of Parotheus / without any raunſon 
Duke Thecſeus let him ot1t of puſon 
tely to go where him lyſt over all 
In ſuche a guyſe/as I you tell ſhall 
This was the foꝛ warde / playnly to en ).te 
Betwyrte duke Theſeus and hun Arcite 
That if ſo were / that Arcite were ſo une 
Euer in his lyle / by day oz by ſtounde 
Jn any countre of this duke Theſeus 
nd he were caught: It was acco ed thus 
That with a ſwoꝛde / he ſhulbe leſe his hede 
There was none other teme dy ne rede 
But taketh his leaue/ # hom warde him ſped 
Let him bewate / his necke lieth to wed 
Howe great ſoꝛo we nowe ſluffreth Arcite 
His dethe he feleth / though his herte (mpte 
He wepeth wapleth and ceyeth pytoully 


The knightes t. 


To (lee hyvm ſelue he wayted pꝛiuely 

Ne ſaid alas'the day that I was bozne 
Nowet3my puſon woꝛſe than byfo2ne 

No we is me ſhapen eternally to dwell 

Nat in purgato;y/ but in hell 

Alas that euet knewe J Parotheus 

Fo: elles had J dwelt with Thelcus 

yfetted in his pꝛilon ever mo 

Than had I be in eale and nat in wo 

Only the ſyght of het / whome that Jletue 
Though that I neuet het grace may deſctue 
Wolde haue ſutfyſed tight ynowe fo; m. 

O dere coſyn — quod he 

Thyne is the bictoꝛp of this auenture 

Full bliſ full in pꝛilon mayſt thou endure 

In pꝛilon: nay cetteſſe but in patadple 

Well yath foztune to the turned the dyle 
That haſte the ſyght ot het and Þ thabſence 
Fo: poſſible it 1s/(itt;,;es thou haſte het pꝛeſéce 
Ind arte aknyght/a woꝛthy man and able 
That by Come caſe ſithe foztune is chaugeable 
Thou may ſomtyme to thy Dcſp2e #tteyLie 
But Þ that am exyled and barreyne 

Ok all grace and ſo in great dupeyꝛe 

That there nys water/erthe fp:e netze 
Necreature/that of hem maked is | 
That map me heat o: do comfo2t in this 
Well ought F ſterue in wanhope and oiftreſte 
fatewele my lyft / my luſt and iny aladnelle 
las why plapnen men lo in comune 

On putuepaunce of god 02 of fo2tiine 

That yeueth gem ofte/ in many wyſe 

Well better chan hemſelke can deavſe 

Some men delpꝛe to haue ticheſle 

That cauſe is of miurd2c' 02 great ſickenelle 
And ſome man wolde out of hig p:ulov farne 
That in his houſe ofhis mcyny 1s llaync 
Infinyte harmes bein this matete 

We wote nat what thynge we pꝛap here 

We faten as he tha, 020i,ke ts as a moule 

I d:onken man wote well he hath an houle 
But he wote nat which is Þ right way thyder 
And to a dꝛonken man the way is [lvdder 
And cettes in this worde (o fare we 

Me ſcken faſte after felycite 

But we go w2onge/ full ofte triety 

hs may weſay all: and namely F 

That wende haue had a great opunyern 
That and J might (cape out of pon 

Chan had J be in io deim partyteheale 


There Jwe 4 amerpled fromy weale 
Sith 8/5 may natle you Emelp „ 
Ine m but bced there is 16 temedy ö 


7 ,pon that other (yDe Palamon 
wha that he wyſte Srefte was gon 
Duchcio:0we maketh that tc great toute 
Liclouncd ofthis peilynge 20 clamoure 
Tye purefetters on his lhynnes great 
Wet of his byttcr (alte teares weate 
4118 quod he Frcite colpriimyac 


Chou walkeſt ngwe in Thebes at thy large 

A of mp wo thourcucit lytcll cHarge 

Thou mapſt ſay thou haſt wiſoomen manycd 

4'ilemble all che totke of our kynr:'D 

31d make warte (oftyarpe in mis 70 

That by ſomc auentute ob lomndctti at 

Thou mapeſt hauc het to! to w te 7 
Fo: whome F muſt ricvcs lc. cmy irtt 


Fo: as by waycof pollivilice 

D-tih; cs thou arte atiarae of piite 
Ino arte alozde grea! i6 this 2udunt 
Moc than is myne that (teruc het 
Fo: J map wepc and wanne wbyics Tt 1; 
With all tle wo that p:tton may 1:4 
And cke with peyne thatlouc me yi 
That doubleth all mp tourmenc 4 
Therwith the fyzte of tcloulye vp Rite 
withiniis belt and hent teme \ | i 
Do wodely that he lykely was vc! 


0 


"a 


The bote tte 0: alben deed 0: cold: 
That(ayblce: O crucll goddelles tha! x 
Che wozlde wbyadyng of your wo:0de 5 5 
Ind witten in che cable one Than 
pour patlement androntetetnegcan: 
Whatis mankvrnde mote doro 
Thantsthelhepe tat roukett in the tein 
Jo ({dyncs man lvkeas an other brett 
Ind dwelleth cke tn pition and inarcce 
Ind hath lyckne(te and great aducrtice 
Ind ofte tyre griclelte parde 
WA gourriiall 18 49 (his prelctence 
Thatgyltelclle courmenteth mnocence 
Ind pet encrcalceth this ail my penaunce 
TChacmantisboande tome obtetagune 
J 0: goddoceslake toletter of his wyll 
Thcreas a beet nav all his luſt fulf-ll 
Ind whan a beeſt 1s doecd he bath no payne 
Ind after his octhe man may wepe 4 playne 
Thongh this wo:lde he haue care and wo 
Bun. 
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Theknightes tale 


without donte/tt may ſtande ls 

The anſwere of this let I to deuynes 

But well I wett / mn this wozlde great pyne is 
Alas / A ſe a ſaxpent oz a there 

That iaany a ttue man hatij do myſchete 
Gone at his large i where him lyſt may turne 
But I mul de in pnſou / thꝛough Gaturne 
And th:ough him vnhappy/t ehe wode 

That bath diſtroytd / well nighe all p blode 
Of Thebes: with dis waſt walles wyde 
And Uenus ſleeth me / in that othet ſyde 

Fo: iclouſpe and feare/of him Atcite 
Howe wyll J tynt of Palamon alyte 

And let him in his pꝛiſon ſtyll dwell 

And of Ircite'fozthe I wyll pou tell 

The (omer paſſed/the niahtes waren longe 
Encreaſcth he double wiſe/the papnes ſtronge 
Bothe of the loutt and of the pꝛiſonct 

Ine wotc/who hath the wofullet myſtet 

Joꝛ ſhoꝛtly toſay'/this Palamon 
4\crpctuality'is dampucd to p;ilon 

In cheynes and in fctters to be deed 

And Accite is erpled on his heed 

Io tuet moe as out of that countre 

F 0; ncucr moſhali he his lady ſe 

pou louets ace Jnowe this queſtion 

1040 hath the woꝛſe of Atcite 0; Palamon 
That one map ſe his lady day by nap 

But in pꝛiſon muſt he dwell al wap 
That other where him lyſt map tpde 03 go 
But ſe his lady hall he neuer mo 

No bt demeth as pt lyſt ye that can 

Fo: J wyll telt fozthe / as IJ began 

Whan that Atcite to Thebes cone was 

Full oſte a day he ſwelt and (ab alas 

Fo: (ce his lady ſhall he neuct mo 

Ind ſhoꝛtiy to conclude ali hig wo 

So moch ſoꝛowe nchathctcatutt 

That is o: ſhall be whole d wozlde m iy dur. 
Higſ(lepe his meat hie dzinkt is him beratte 
That leane he ware t dꝛye as is a(hafte 

His even holowe and griſly to beholde 

Hts hewe ſalowe / and pale as aThen colde 
And ſolytaty he was and cuer alone 

And wapling all the night mating his monc 
And it he herde ſon / c oꝛ inſſtument 

Than wol de he wet he mig br nat ſtent 

So feble were his ( urpteg id ſo lowe 


And chaũged ſo tha mau coulde knowe 
. Dis ſpeche / ne his vo ci though men it herde 
7 + F : 


Is in his gyꝛe / foʒ all che wozlde it fetde 
Nought onelp lyke the louets malady 

Of Heteos but rather plyke to many 
Engendꝛed of humour/malancolyke 
Bekoꝛne in his Cell fantaſtyke 

And ſhoꝛtly toutned all vp (o downe 
Bothe hahpte and diſpolicione 
Ofhym/this wofull louer dan Arcite 

What ſhulde Jof his wo all day endpte 
Whan he endured had ayere oꝛ two 

This cruell toutment tiſis payne and wo 
At Thebes in his countte as Jlapde 
Upon a night in ſlepe as him lapde 

Hym thought howe Þ wynged Mercury 
Hyfo:ne him ſtode and badde hym be mery 
His l lepy yerde he bare in hande vp tight 
Xn hat he weared vpon his hecres bzight 
vctayed was this god as he toke kepe 

As he was whan Atgus toke his ſhepe 
And ſaid him thus to Achenes thou (halt wide 
@Thcre is the ſhape ot thy wo an ende 

And witeythat woꝛde / IAtcite awoke + ſterte 
Nowecrucly/howe ſoze that me ſmerte 
Quod he to Ithenes wyll J fare 

Ne loꝛ no dꝛede of dethe/ſhall Aſpate 

To It my lay that J loue and ſetue 

In het p;cſence/recke J nat to ſtetue 

Ind with that wozde/he caught ampzrour 
And tawe that chaunged was his colour 
And ſawehts viſage/all in another kynde 
And right anone it ran him in ois mynde 

T gat ſotheꝝ his face / was ſo dil fpgured 
Ot mala dy the whiche he had endured 

He might ufd it that he bare hym lowe 
Lyue in Ithenes / euet moꝛe bnknowe 

Ind le his lady / well nygh day bp day 

And right anone / he chaunged his arrap 
And cladde him as a pooze labourer 

And alone laut onely (, pooze(quyer 

That kne we his pꝛiupte / and all his caas 
Whiche was diigupſed pourlp/as he was 
To Athenes is he gone / che next wap 

Ind to the courte/he went vpon a dap 

And at the gate he pꝛofeted his (exrupce 

To dꝛuge + dꝛawe / what men wolde deupſs 
And ſhoꝛtly ofthis mater foz to ſayne 

He fyll in olfice to warde a chambetlapne 
The whiche that was dwellyng with Emele 
Fo: he was wyle / and well coude aſpye 

Ot euety letuaunt / whiche that ſerued there 


well coulde he hee wode / and water beate 
Foz he was yonge / and mighty fo: the noncs 
And therto he was ſtronge i bigge of bones 
To do that any wight him coude deupſe 
Aptte oz two he was inthis (eruzke 
age in the chambze/of Emely the bꝛight 
nd Philoſttrate he ſapd that he hight 
But halte ſo well aloued mau as he 
Ne was there none en court of his degre 
He was ſo gentle of condicpoun 
That thꝛough all the cdutte of his renounc 
Che ſayd that it were great charyte 
Chat Thelcus wolde enhaunſe his degte 
And put him in a wo;ſhipfullſcrupce 
There that he might / his vertue ercrcyſe 
And thus within a whyle his name (pong, 
Bothe of his dedes and ol his good tonge 
That Theſeus hath take hymtoncre 
That ofhis chambꝛe he made him alquyere 
And paue him golde to mayntapne his degre 
And eke men bzought him out of his countre 
to pete to pete full pꝛiueiy his tcent- 
But honeſtlp and llighly he it (pent 
That no man wondꝛed gowe that he it ha 
And the pete in this wyle his lyte he lad 
And bare hym in peace and cke in werte 
Chete was no man that Thelcus had derte. 


Ad in this blyſſe let Tnowe Arcite 
1 Indlpeke 5 wyll of Þalaimon alpte 
In derkntſſc hoꝛtible ⁊ in (trong pꝛiſon 

This leupn pire hath ſytte this Palamon 
Fo; pyncd/ what fo; wo and diſtreſle 
Who felech double wo and heuyneile 
But Palamon that loue diſtrepneth lo 
That wode out ot his wyt he goth to wo 
And eke therto he 1s a p;ilonere 
Patpetuell and nat oncly fo aq pete 
Who coude tyte in englyſſ he poperty 
Dis mattpꝛdome fo othe it am nat I 
Therfoze I paſſe as gutliy as map 
It tyll in that ſeuenth yere in May 
The thyꝛde nyght us olde bokes ſayn 
That alſ this ſtozp t len moꝛe playn 
Were it by auentuc i deſteyne 
As that whan a thyng is ſhapen it ſhall be 
Chat ſone after the midnight alamon 
By helpe cf a tende bꝛoke hath his pꝛilon 
And flecth the cotie as ſone as he map go 
X03 he had ptue his gapler dine lo 


The kniahtes ta! 


Dkacla ey made of a certaprie wyne 
Wich ccotiles and opye of Tcbis tor 
That 41! nyght chougy emen wolde hem, 
Thr zaylerlollepte ye might nat awake 
&1v thus he tleetl) as talt as be may 
The nyght was ho:te and taſt by the day 
Thatnedescoſt he mull tym _— Ipde 
Ind toagtouc fall there bily® 
With d:cdefull fore than — — 
7 — Ay this was his opunp o: 
Jat in that grouc he woloe yur 167 
x id inthenight than woldec eta 
To Thebes warde his tren des fo; 
Ou Theleus to hilpe him cowereey 
Ind (ho;tly eyther hc wolo: let \c — te 
©: wynnc kap;e Emelr vn'o h15 
This 1s the cttecte and rhe c: nents vlapne 
No wc wpll F retourne to Arctte 2 ane 
That lytell wyſt howe nyghy was biste 
Toll ð fo:tunc had bought bim inge 
The mety larze mellanget ot 07 1 
Dalucth in het longe tuc moꝛo g 2725 
Ind at Phebus ryicth voto d: ate 
That all che 021ent/ laughecth of ta 4, 27% 
And with his [kremes drpeit che gte 
The (plucr dꝛoppes hangyng or {te 1044s 
And Ircitce that inthe courte gopall 
With Togclecus his [quyer pncyo ll 
Js ry(cn/ and loteth on the mers 52 ' 
Ind fo: to do his obſctuaunce to 3447 
Remembuig onthe popnte of tis 02 ze 
Dc onhiscour.cr ſtarilinge as the fe 
Tsryden into the tildes hy co ple 
Out of the COUNe WETettarnrie oo; we 
And to the grouc cf whiche chat | you £9504 
2DPp guenture his wa” be canto Holds 
ao make hun a garionde of the — 
Were it of wodebynde ozotbantho ne Le Urs 
Ind loude hetonge àpenuſt te eſo nt ſhene 
Way with all the toutes and tan gtene 
Welcome be thou treilhe tapze Wap 
—— that J (ome grene get may 
Ind fro his couttet with aluſy herte 
Into the grouc full haſtely b. t 
And ina pathc be rowined bp and dowry 
C here as by auentute this Palamon 
Was 111 4 builhe that no man might hym ſe 
F 0:4{03c afcrde ofhis dethe was be 
Nothpnagc knew. he that this was Arcute 
God wote be wolde hauc trowed it tull lyts 


It — 
vis Cap 


9921 
40 UT; 


7 

ö ” 

* 

| N 


The knightes tale 


But ſothe is ſayd go ſythen many yeres 
That feide hath eyen / and wodehath tates 
It is full fapꝛe /a man to be ate him euyn 
Fo: all dap men mete / at vnſet ſteuyn 

Fo: lytcll wente Arcite ot his felawe 
That was ſo nyghe to herken all his ſawe 
Whan that Yrcite had rowmed all his fyll 

alamon in the buſſhe nowe ſytteth ſtp1l 
nd Atcite ſonge all che roudell luſtely 

Into a ſtudie ye fyil ſodaynly 

As donc theſe loucts in het queynte geres 
Nowe in the ctoppc ⁊ nowe in the bzeres 
Nowe vp nowe downe as boket in a well 
Night as the friday ſothly foꝛ to tell 
Nowe it ſhyncth no we it rayneth faſt 
Right lo can guetty WUenus cuer caſt 

The hettes of het ole ryght as het day 
Is qguerifull: tight ſo chaungeth (he at ay 
SDelde ts the friday all the weke lpk⸗ 
\wizan that Frcite had longe he gan toſyke 
Ind he (ct him downe without any moe 
Alas quod be the day that J was boze 
Howelonge Juno thzougy thy cruclte 
Wyltthou weryen Thebes the cpte 

J'as vbzouglht is to confuſpon 

Thc blode rovall/ of Cadme and Imphion 
£f © abmus/ whiche was the firſt man 
bat Thebes bylte: oz firſt the towne began 
410 of thecptie firſt was crowned kyug 
Ot bis lynage am J and ofhis of (punag 
Dy ucrrapipnc'as ofthe ſtocke ropall 
I"drowe J ainſo kaptife and(o thall 
That he that is my moꝛtall cnemp 

5 ſctuc him and amhis ſ(quyct pourrlp 
And pet dothe ime Juno well mozeſhame 
Fo: date nat beknowe myne oune name 
But thete as { wonte was to hight Ircite 


Nowebyoht J Philoſtrate nat wozthampte 
Alas thou fell Mats alas thou Juno 4 


Thus pour ite hath out lynage all fo: do 
Sauc onelp me and wietched Palamon 
That Theſcus mattteth in pꝛiſon 

And oucr all thus to lee me vercrly 
Loue hath his fyꝛy bacte lo b:cnnpagly 
It ſtycked thꝛough my tric carefull herte 


That ſhapen was erit mp deth than ny (ſherte 


ye lee me with your eyen Emely 

pe be che cauſe / wherfoꝛc that Þ bye 
Oran the remenaunt o myne othet care 
Ne let I nat the mountaunce of a tate 


So that I coulde do aught / to pour plealaũce 
Ind with that woꝛde he fyll downe in a traute 
A longe tyme and aftet warde he vp ſterte 
This Palamon/p thought th:ough his herte 
He kelte a cade ſwoꝛde lodenlp glyde 

Joꝛ ite he quoke he nolde no lenget abyde 
Ind whan that he hath herde Arcites tale 

Is he were wode with face deed and pale 

He ſterte him vp out of the bulſhe thicke 

And ſapd: Ircite/ falle traytour wicke 
Nowe arte thou hent thut loueſt my lady ſo 
Fo: whom that Þ haue this payne and wo 
Ind atte my blode/+ to my counſayleſwozne 
Ind 7 full ofte haut tolde the here betozne 
Ind haſt be iaped hete duke Thelens 

And talſely haſt chaunged thy name thus 

I wy!l be deed/02 cls thou ſhalt dye 

Thou (halt nat toue my lady Emely 

But f wyll loue het onely ano no mo 

Fo: J am Palamon thy moꝛtall fo 

And though J haue no weapen inthis place 
But out of pꝛiſon am ſtett by grace 

PF dꝛedenat outhet thou ſhalt bye 

Oꝛ thou ne ſhalte nat louen Emely 

Cheſe which Þ wylte / thou (halt nat aſterte 
Thi Atcite with full diſpptous herte 

Wuhan he him knewe and had his talc herde 
Js fietſe as lyon pulled out his werde 

Ind tapd thus: by god that ſytte a boue 

NActe it / that thou arte ſycke a wode ko loue 
And eke that thou no weapen haſt in this place 
Thou lhuldeſt neuet / out of this groue pace 
That thou neſhuldeſt dye of myne honde 
fo: I dctyethe ſutety / and the bonde 
Whiche that thou ſayeſt haue made to the 
What vcry folc/thpnke that loue is fre 

Ind J wyll loue her magre all thy myght 
But foꝛ as moche/ as thou arte a knyght 
Ind wylneſt to darrapne here by bataple 
Dauchcre my trouthe/ tomolowe J wpll nat 
Without wetyng of any other wight (faple 
That hete J wyll be founden as a knight 
Ind bringen harneps tight pnowe fo; the 
And chele the heſt / L leaue the woꝛſt foꝛ me 
Ind meateſ t dzinke this nyght wyll Þ bꝛing 
ynowe fo: the: and clothes foꝛ thy beddyng 
And iffo be that thou my lady wpn 
And ice meinthis wodde that Jam in 
Thou maiſt well haue thy lady / as fo: me 
This Palamon amwerde / J graunt it the 


I:1b thus they be departed/ tyll amoꝛowe 
wha cither of hem hath laid his teich to boꝛow 
Occupped out of all charite 

O rcigne/that woldeſt haue no felowe w the 
Full ſothe is ſayd that louenelozdeſhyp 

Pyll na his thankes haue any fclouſhpp 

We 7pnde thus of Atcite and ppalamon 

Ircite is cydden anone in to the te wi 

And on the mozowe/anone 02 it wete light 
Full pꝛiuelp two harneps hath he dight 
Bothe Cufkpcient 3 mece/ to darrapne 

The bataple in the felde/ byt wirt hem twapne 
And on his hozſe alone as he was bome 

He cat ied the harneys him bpfozne 

And in the groue/at tym. and place let 

This Atcite aud this Palamon been met 

To chaunge gan the colour in het face 

Right as the huntets in tegne of ttace 

That ſtondeth at the gappe with a ſpcate 
Whan hunted is the ly en and the beate 

ind heteth hym come tuſſhpnge in the greues 
And bzeketh bothe do wegs and ekcleves 

And tyinketh/here cometh mp moꝛtall nem 
Without faple / he muſt be detd 02 J 

Fozepther I muſt ( lee him at gappe 

©; he mut llee me / it I myſſehappe 

So fardcn they in chaugynge of het hewe 

Is fette as anp of hem "ther kne we 

There nas no good day ne ſaluynq 

But ſtreight without woꝛdes of reyerlyng 
Euetiche of hem helpeth to atme othet 

As ſtendlp / as he were his owne byother 

And after that with ſhatpeſpeates ſttonge 
They foyreb eche at other wonder lange 
Thou rpghteſt wene/that this PPalaimuotsz 

In his fyghting were a wode lyon 

And as a cruell :pgre/ was Accite 

As wylde boꝛes / gan they togydet ſmyte 
Ch it froten whypte as foine/ko2 ite wode 

Up to the ancle/fought they in her blobs 

An in wis wyſe/ Jet hein fpghtyng dwell 
Ind fozlothe / J wpll of Thefſcus you tell 

The deſtenp wyniſtre gencrall 

That erccuteth in Ve wo:lde ourr all 

The puruepalice/ mat god hath ſecu byfo:me 
So ſttauge it is that though the woꝛloc hath 
The contrary of a thing by vc o: nay ((wone 
yet lomtyme it ſhall fall vpon a day 

That falleth nat et in a thoulande pett 

Fo} ccrtapnly our appctites here 


- Thekniqhfesfa' 


Be it of .acc!hete/warre/0;loue 

Ill is! wied by the ſigie aboue | 
Thie .neane Jaowe/vp mpghey Theſrus 
Th . fo: to hunte is ſo deſirous 

Ind namely at the great hett in Ha 

That in dis dto chete daweth hym no day 
That he nys ctad and tedy fo:to tryde 

With hunte and dome 2 houndts tum beſyde 
4 0; in his huntyng hach de luche delyre 
That itis all his top and his appapre ' 

To be himctue the great hartcs banc 

1 oz afcer Mats hc ſetucti nowe Dyant 
Clcre was the day'as J haue toloc o: this 
Ind Thcicus/with al top aud blyg 

with hrs Jpolita/the fapie qucne 

Ind Emcly/pclothed at! in grene 

In huntynge ben they tcyd den ryally 

Ind to the gtouc/ that tobe tete faſt hy 

In which there was andttt as men dam tete 
Tduke Cheltus rhe term war hart 8 
Ind ta the lauidc he rvocty tau rpg!}) 

Fo: thy det was the hett wot to haut his {it 
And oucr a bꝛokc and (oa fd ou big way 
The duke wolde dauc a cours of yn 0; {war 
Wwithhounocs (uche as he Ip to cornutyy) 
And whan this dukt was conc ts the lawl 
Ander the tonne lic lokcd and that anon 

e was ware of att aud Palastes 

© (It fqugyten baeme'as if Were tees 
The b:1ghtl werdes went to and r 

Ho 1yDoutly that with the lift t 
Veſemed that it wolde yYaue filled aun sse 
But what they were /nothyinge bene wore 
This duke with his (purres bis cone 
Ind ata ſtatte be was becwyrt tient owe 

Ind pulled out his werde 4nd ard yo 
Nomo:c on payne of le{pnage of your Lech 
Br mighty Mats anon bechall be dec5 

T hat(myteth any Nroke that 4 may lc 

But tellethme whatinylter men be pL 

T hat ben{o Hardy tofight here 

Without any 1age'o! other officere 

Is though it were mmipſtcs ryally 

This Palamon ant werde haltely 

413d(ayd (ir: what nedeth wo:des mo 

Mic haue tie dethe dactued bothe two 

T wo wotkull wietches be we two cayptrucs 
That ben encoinbꝛed of our owne pues 

Ind as hou arte a rightfull lo: de and iuge 
Nepcuc bs neythet metey ne refuge 


But eee fpaſt / ſaynt 
But llee my felo we cc as as me 

©: (ter dymfic@ fo; thoagh Þ ano we hui tyts 
He is thy moztall foe! thts is Ire te 

That fru thy lande was hanyſſhed on his heed 
Foz wherhe be hath beltccued to be deed 

Foz; this is he/that came to thy vag 
Ind (apdythat ye hight Pbyioitrate 
Thus he hath taped the full many a peer 
Ind thou haſt made hym thy chiefe(qupcs 
And this u be / that loueth Emciys 

Foz (ythnes the day is come ithat I chall dye 
I make ptopnlp inp confel[pon 

That J am that wotull 

That bath thy pꝛiſon bzoke wyckedly 

J am ti moztall foe: and he am J | 
That louethlo hote / Emeiy the bꝛight 
That I wyll dye hett / pꝛeſeut in het ſy qi 
Chberfoze J are dethe/ofmy iewpſe 
But l lee my ftlowe in the ſame wyſe 

Joꝛ bothc haut we deleruced to be[lapns 


Bts wo:thp duke anſwered anon agayne 
CT And layd this 1s a(hozte concluſyon 
pous awucmouche by your conftd ion 

Dath daunpned you and I wypil it recozde 
F: nc deth nat to pepne pou with the cozde 
pt (hall be det dy mpghtp Mars the rede 
Tye quent anonc / fo very womanhede 
San to wept and ſo dyd Emely 

And all the labyes in that company 

Steat pytie was as hem thought all 
T bat tuct luche a chaunce (hulde be fall 

J oꝛ genticmen they, wert and of great ell ate 
Ind nothyng but fozlouc/ was this Debate 
And laue het blody woundcs/ Wyde and ſoꝛe 
Ind all cryden / bothe laſſe and moze 

Baue mcrcy loꝛdt / vpon vs women all 

And on her bare knees downe they fall . 
Ind wolde haue kyſt his fete! therc as be Ntode 
Tyll at thc laſt ſ leaked was his mode 

Fo: pptie renncthſone/in gentle hette 

And though be firſt fo; irc quoke and texte 
He conſ(id;ed(hoztlp/in a clauſe 

The treſpas of hem bothe and eke the cauſe 
And all that his ixe het gilt accultd 
ytt in his he hem bothe excuſed , 
As thus he th well / that eyery man 
moll beipe hum ſeite in ioue as he can 
And delruci bim ſtlut out of p:iſon 


Thekniqhtes tale 


And eke in his hert / ha had compaſCton 
Ot women ita: they were tuer in one 
And in his gentle hert / he thought anone 
And ſofte vnto him ſelut / he ſayd fp 
Upon a lozde/that wpll haue no mercy 
But be alyon/bothc i woꝛde and dede 
To hem that ben in repentaunce and dꝛede 
As wcle as a pꝛouds oiſpitous man 
That wyll mayntayne / that he firft began 
That loꝛde hath ly ell of diſcrecim 
That in ſuche a caſe/ can no dpuiſiors 
But x oepeth pꝛide + hunibleneſſe attet one 
And ſhaꝝtiy / uhan is ite is thus agone 
He gan to ione on lum / with eyen biake d vg. 
And ſpatze theſe woꝛdes all in bye 
The god of loue:a benedicite 
Howe mighty aud howe great a loꝛde is he 
Ayenſt het might / there gayneth one obſtacle 
He map be cleped a god / toʒ his myzatie 
Fo: he can makt at his ow ne guyſe 
Ol euety hett as him lyſt deuple 
Lo hete this Atcite / and this Palamon 
Tizac oueyntly came out of my pꝛiſon 
Ind might hauclyuev in Thebes ropally 
And knowen that Jam /bet mot ali enemy 
Ind*hat het deche lieth in my vught allo 

ib pct hath loue / maugrt het tn two 
Bꝛought hein hythet bothe foz to dye 
Nowe loketz / is nat this an hegh folye 
Who may be a fole / but if that he loue 
Btholde foꝛ goddes lake / that iytteth aboue 
St howe they blede / be they nat well arapde 
Thus hath her loꝛ ue / Þ god of loue hem papde 
Het wages and her fees / of het (erutce 
And yet they wene/foz to be full wiſe 
That ſctue loue / foʒ ought that map fall 
But this is yet / the beſt game of all 
That ſhe foꝛ whome they hauc this tolits 
Can hem therfoze/as moche thanke as me 
She wote nomoze/of all this hote fare 
By god / than wote a cuckowe oz an hart 
But all muſt be aCayed/hote oz colde 
Aman muſt be afole/ponge oꝛ olde 
I wote it by my ſelue full longe agone 
Fo: in mp tyme a letuaunt was I one 
And therfoꝛe es J knowe of loues payne 
And wote howelo2c it can amandiſtrayne 
As he that hath be caught in this lace 
I you fozycue all holy this treſpace 
Ind at tequeſt of the quene that kneleth here. 


— 
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And eke of Emelp / my ſuſtet dere 

Ind pe (hall bothe anone vnto me (were 
That ncuet mo ye ſhall my counttey dere 
At make warte on me nyght ne dap 

But be iny frendes in all that ye map 

I you foꝛycue / this treſpas cuerydele 

And they hymſ ware / his aryng fay:e + wele 
And hym ot loꝛdeſhyp / and mercy pꝛayde 
34d he hem graunted and thus he lapde. 


4T2 ſpeke of wo2thy lynage and rychelle 
(/ Though 5ᷣ che were aquene/ 02 a pꝛin⸗ 
Eche of you bothe is woꝛthy doutles celle 
To wedde whan tyme is but nathceles 
Fl\pcke/ as fo: my ſyſtet Emely 

Fo: whome pe haue this ſttyfe I this ticlouſp 
ye wote your (clfe/pe map nat wedde two 

At ones though pe fyght euet mo 

That one ot pou all be hym lothe 0: lete 

He mot go pype in an yue lefe 

his is to (ap/[he map nat haue bothe 

All de pe neuet ſo tolouſe and lo loth⸗ 

And foz thy / I pou put in this degre 

That eche of pou ſhall hade his deſtanc 

Is hym is ſhapen and hacken in what wyle 
Lo hete pour ende oł that I (hall dcupic 

My wyll is this/to: plat conclulpon | 
Without any moꝛe replycacion 

{fthat pou lyketh / take it fo; the beſte 

That cucrpche of pou! (yall go where him lyſt 
Frely/ without taunſome oꝛ daungere 

Ind this day fyfty webes ferrencrcrc 
Euetyche of you ſhalt bꝛing an.C.knyghtcs 
Atmed toꝛ lyſtes vp at all ryghtcs 

All redy to darrepnc hete by batayle 

And this behote Jpou without fayle 

Upon my trouthe as J am trewe knyght 

T hat whcther of you bothe hath chat might 
That is to ſay / whethet he o: thou 

Map with his hundꝛed as Ilpake of now 
Sle his contratp o) ut of lyſtes dzyuc 

Pym ſhall Jpeuc Emely to wyue 

To whom that foꝛtunc yelcth ſo favꝛe a grace 
Thelpſtesſhall I marc on this place 

And god ſo wpſly on iny loule rewe 

Js I (hall euyne iuge be and trewe 

ye (hall none other ende with me make 

That one of pou ne (hall be deed oꝛ take 

Ind ifye thynke / this is well ſayd 

Sapycth your auy(c/and holde pou payd 


This is aut ende / and your concluſion 
Whole .cthnowelyghtly but Palamon 
who! 2 ngcthy vp fo: tope but Arcyte 
whe oulde tell o: who coulde enbyte 
The toy that made is in this place 


Whan Thecus had do (o fay:ca grace 


But Downe A knees went cucry wyghye 
And thanked hym with all her mpgyc 
And namely the Thebans oftcſyrye 
41d thus with good hope and Yerte blythe 
They take het lcaue thomewarde they rybe 
To Thebcs with his olde walles wyde 

# trowe men woldc it deme negly gence 
ivfce J fo:pcte to tell the dyſpence 


Of Thebes that goth (o bulcly 
Tomakcvp thelyſtcs rorally - 

That ſuche a noble theatre as it was 

FI dare well lay inth:s worde there 1145 


Thecy:cupte amyletierof was avoure 


Walled with lkonc + dychcd rounde 2 
L1i0UDc was thelhappe in maner o? 23 comp 5 
Full of Degrees the heyghtofſirr 


That whanamatn was lectin one pears 
He letted nat his tclowe fo: tole 


CTwarde thcre was 4 gate of marble g hen 
\wecſtwardeſuche an other in tho pp 
And (ho:tly to conclude ſuche a place 
Was none mn crihe into lytell lpace 
Fo in the lande there was noctattes 
That gemetry 02 ariimetrite can 
Nepo:treture nckerucr of pinagecs 
That Theteus ne pate meate and ages 
The Thcatrc to: to make and deu; 


Ind koztodohlis tyte andbis terte 
He eſt warde hath vpon the gate avoue 
ſn wouhpp ot Alenus goddelcotlonc 


Do nakean autcr 4nd ai Storz 


Ind on the welt wardeo 4 me 115: 


Of Marce bathbe Mmadciuclic another 


Chat coitc large of golde afother 
Ind no:thwaroe ina tour of the wall 


Ot whyte alabaſter and reed cozall 


In Ozatozy tiche to: to te 

In woxthyp of Dyanc goddelle of chaſkyte 
Hath Theſcug do wiought, innoble wple 
But yet had I to:yete to deute 
Chenobleketuynge and the po:tretures 
Thelhap the colntenaunce and the tygutes 


That weren im the O:atores thc 


$irlk in che temple of Uenus thou marſt le 
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W2ought in the wall / tuli pttoul ly to beholde 
The nokenClepes/ and the ſighes colde 
The (acred teares/ and the wa 

The fp2te ſtrokes/and the deſ>::2g 

That loues folkes/in this woꝛlde endurpn 
The othes de her couenauntes aſſutyn 
Pleſaunce hope deſyꝛt / and folehardyneſſe 
B eautie and pouthe baudy and richeſle 
Charmes and ſocety / leſynges and flattry 
Duſpecnce/buſyneſſe; and icloulp 

That weared of yelowe golde a garlande 
And a Cuckoweſpttyng on het hande 

# ccſtcs/inſtrumentes/carolles/and daunces 
Luſt and array! and che the cyzcumſtaunces 
Of louc: Whiche that J recken/ and teil (hall 
Be 02dcr/ were paynted on the wall 

Ind mo than I can make mencion 

ſo: ſothly all che mount of Cichcron 

bete Uenus bath! het pꝛincipall dwellpng 
Was lhewed on the wall her poztreyng 
with all the ioyt and all the luſtyneſſe 

i) ought was toꝛytten the pozters pdelneſſe 
Nc Narct(us the fapꝛeꝰ yoze agon 

Me pct the folly of kyng Salomon 

T be enchauntment of Medea and hardtneTe 
I Jaſon { wyll nat nowe expꝛeſſe 

Me yet the ſttength of Hercules 
henchauntment of Medea and Circes 

Ac of Turnus with his harde feitſe cozage 
Ohe tiche Cteſus caytife in ſetuagt 

Thus map yt ſe that wyſdome ne richeſſe 
Bcautie/ſ leigt tength ne hatdpneſſe 

Ne may with Uernus holde champartye 

Fo: as ſht lyſt the woꝛlde may (he aye 

Do all theſe folke caught were in het laſe 

T yll they foꝛ wo full ofte lapyd alas 
Suffplcth thele enlamples one 02 two 

Ind though J coude recken a thouſande mo 
The ſtatue of Ucnus/ gloztous foztole * 
Was naked tletyng in che largeſee 

And fro the nauill downe all couerde ſ he was 
With wawes grene / and bꝛight as any glas 
I Cytole in het right hande had ſ he 

And on her herd full ſemelp on to ſe 

A Role gatiande fre ſl he and wele (mellpng 
Aboue het heed douues allo flicketyng 

Bef me het ſtode het ſon Cupydo 

Upon his (holders/ wpnges had he two 

And blynde he was/as it is ofteſene 

A bowe he bare / and arrowes bzight and kent 


why ſhulde J nat ene teil you all 
The poztreing/that was vponthe wall 
Within the temple/ of mi Mars the rede 
Ill was paynted / the in length + bꝛede 
L ykc to the Eſtris / of the grilely place 
That hight the great tfple of Mats in Trac. 
In that colde Noztherne froſty region 
There as Mats hat his (ouerayne mancion 
Fy:(t on the wall / was paynted a foꝛeſt 
In which there dwelleth:nepthcr man ne beeſt 
With knotty and knarvy/ barayne trees olde 
Of ſtubbes ſharpe and hybous to beholde 
In whiche tan / as a ruble in alwowe (bowe 
Is though it a ſtoꝛme were ( hulde bꝛeſt cuerp 
And down warde on an hyll / vader a bent 
There ſtode the tene of Mats armppotent 
wꝛought of all burned ſtele Þ whiche thentte 
Was longe and ſtrapte / and gaftly fo to ſe 
Ind thetout came a tage and ſuche a veple 
That it made ail the gates fo2 to reple 
The Aoꝛtherne lyght / in at the doe (hone 
o wyndowe on the wall was there none 
Thꝛoug h which me myght anp lyght diſcerne 
The do;cs were all / vf Achemaundes eterue 
Jclenched ouerthwarte and endlong 
Wich pꝛon tough/foz to make it ſto 
Eurry ppller/ the Temple foz to ſuſtene 
Was tonne great of pzon/bzight and ſ hene 
Thete ſawe Ifyʒit / che derke ymagtnyng 
Ot fellony and all the compaſſyng 
Thc ctuell Ite / reed as any glede 
The ppkepurſe/and eke the pale dꝛede 
The lmplet with the knyfe vnder the cloke 
The ſhepen bꝛennpng / with the blacke linoks 
The tteaſon / of the murd2zmg in the bedde 
The open warres/ with woundes all bledde 
Cõtake with bloby knyfe and(lharpe manace 
Ind full of __g was the (0z1e plate 
TheClcer of hym ſelue/ perſawe Jeher 
g 


His hett blode hath bated all his 
The naple pT:tue/ inthe ( hode an hight 
The colde dethe / with mouth gaping vpztahd 
Amyddell of the temple/ latte myſchaunce 
With diſconfozte/ and ſozie countenaunce 

pet lawe J wodeneſle / laughyng in his rage 
At med complapnt: othes and feitſe cozage 

T hc carapne in the bull he with thꝛote ycozue 


A thoulande ſlapne and nat ot qualme iſtozue 


The ty2ant with the 52ay/byfozce praft 
The towne diltroped/there was nothyng la 
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yet ſa we I dꝛent / the ſhyppes hoppeſteris 
The hunter cangled/ with the wylde berts 
Che ſowe fretyng / the chylde in the cravyll 
Che cee yſcalled / foꝛ ail his long ladyll 
Nought fozyetyn was / the (nfoztune of Matte 
(The carter ouet tyden / with bis owne carte 
Undet the whele / full o me he lay a downe 
There were alſo/ot Mattes deutſio! 

(The barbour/the boucher / and the \myth 
That foꝛged ſharpeſwerdes in the ſtith 

Ind all aboue / depapnced in a tout: 
Hawe J conqueſt/ſittyng in great honoute 
With the ſharpe (werde ouet his heve 
Bangyng by a ſubteſi twyned thꝛede 
Depeynted was there | the laughter of Julius 
Of great Acro and of ontus 

Il be it / that chylke tym e were vnboꝛne 
pet was her dethe papnted there byfome 

Bp manaſſyng of Barce'rpght by figure 
o was it ſhewed/ryght by poztreture 

Is it is depaynted / inthe ſterreg aboue 

Woo ſhalbe layne/o2 elles Deed fo2 love 
Suffiſeth one example in ſtoꝛpes olde 
Imay nat tenen hem all / though J wolde 
Che ſtatue of Mars vpon a carte ſtove 
Amed and lobt grym / as he weit wode 
Ind ouer his heed / thete ſhynen two figut co 
Of lterres/that ben called (nfcriptures 

That one Puel)a byght/that other Rubeus 
This god of armes/was arayed thus 

I wolfe there ſtode byfome dym at his fete 
With eyen reed / and ol a man de tte 

With ſubtyll penſell/ was payneep this ſd oy 
In tedoutyng of Mats / and of bis glozp 
Nowe to the temple / ot Dyane the chaſte 

Js ſhoꝛtly as I can / I wyll me haſte 

Td tell you all the diſcripcion 

Depaynted ben the walles bp and do wn 

Of duntyng / and of ſhamefaſt chaſtite 
Thercſawe F/howe wokull Caliſtope 

Whan Dp ane greued was with her 

Was tourned frog woman tos dere 

And after was ſhe made the lode ſterre 

Thus was it peynted I can ſay no fette 
Her ſonne is eke a ſterte as men map le 
There (awe J Dyane tourned dntyll a tte 
Imeane nat the goddeſſe Dyane 

But Peneus doughter/which yt hyght Dyanc 
Therefawe Y Itheonſ an here pmaked 

fo: vengeauce / that he ſa we Pyane all naked 


Iſawe h be that houndes haue hem tanght 
And fte nhym fa they knie we bym naught 
pct yp ynted was 'alyteil furtherms:e 
Dow Ithalant hunted the wylde bo:e 

Ind Meltaget and manp other mo 

Jo: whiche Dyane wzought hym care and wo 
There (awe A many an other wond e ſto2p 
The whtche me lyſt nat dza we in memory 
This goddeſſe on an hert bygh 18 (etc 
Ww:th (mall houndes all abcate het fete 

And vnderneth her fete He 12d a mone 
Weryng it was/and{builde wane fone 

In gaudy grene ber ſtatut clothed was 
with bowe in hande and aro we ina tas 
Her cven caſt ſhe full to we a done 

Thcre Pluto hath his derke regtone 

I woman traucipng was her betone 


r 
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' But fo2 het chylde ſo longte was vade we 


Full prtouſly Lucinda gan the call 
And (apd/belpe foz thou mult heſt cf all : 
Mell coude he peynt lyuctp that ir weng 
with many a flozeyn bc the betwes boug be. 
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1 } ben theſc lyſtes mate 4 T yeſer, 
I. Thatathifgreatcott bart ar aver us 
Thetemples and the Theatre every© ct c 

Wwhan it was done ür bym wonnen 

But ſtynt Þ wpll/of Theſcus ate | 
Ind ſpeke of Palamon and of Ircl'e | 
The day appꝛocheth of ber retour ont 
That cucricheſhuibe an hudzeth ny br 
Che bataple to dattern as Þ you tot: 

Ind to Ithenes ber cout unt for ty Holde 0 
Dath cuerich of bt bꝛougt: an bud et Kat , 
Well J armed fo: the warte ata ahteg 
Ind ſykerly there ftrowcd many 3 mas | 
That ntuct (pth che wende began | 
Is to: to ſpckt of knyghthode of Her hand 1 
Is ket as goide hath made lee and lande | 
Nas of lofewe lonoble a company 

fo; cucry wyght at tobed cheualry 

Ind wolde his thankes baue vaſyng natit 
Dath pzayed/that he mygtit de of that gas 
Ind well was hym that therto chev en was 
Fo: if there fyilromo:owe (uchea cas 

yt kno we well!thatcuery ſuſty knygbe 

T bat loucth patamouts and dach dis wege 
Were itin Enalande oz eller where 
They wolder;2r thankes/wyſlen to be thees 
T ofyght foqa tady/a benedecite 


Cel, 
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With deu there went kuyghcees many on 

Some wolde de armed in dabergeon 

Some in bzeſ plate / and tu a lyght gyppon 

Ind ſome woll have aper of plates large 

Ind (ome wolde have 8 and targe 

Home woe be armed / on his wric 

And haue on are / ano ſome a mact of ſteit 

¶¶ dete is aonewe guyſe but it was holde 

Armed were they / 88 J daue tolde 

Eutricde after bes d optagon 

There mayſt thou ſe / cdmpng with Palamon 

L tgurge yyraſeifc/che great kyng of Trace 

Blacke was hes betde ab many was h:s face 

Tye citcies ot dis epen in dis heed 

They glouden bet were yelowe and reed 

And lyte a ge ſfyn loked he about: 

With kempte heres in his browes ſtonte 

His lommes gttat dis bzawnes het +ſtronge 

Nis ſhuloꝛzes dꝛodt dis armes rounde 3 long 

as tbe guyſt was in tis cauntte 

Full hygd vpon a chare of golde ſtode he 

Mith toute white bulles in the traps 

In ftrve of cou acmute ouct bis harneps + 

Mith naylrt pcowe! and bypght as any golde 
hay 3 beaceſkynne cou Hacke fo; olde 

Nis long heates were kernpt bebynd his backe 

Is 317 raven fether' it ſhone fo: blacke 

I w:cthe et golde armegreat of huge weyght 

Yoon dis heed ſat ful! of Rones dꝛyght 

Of fpne rubpes/ant of fone dramauntes 

oute his cite there went alauntes 

T wentp arid mo as gteat as am ſtet tt 

To duntt at the tyon ' o2 efies at the dete 

And fo!o wed hpm with moſocf! tat ybounde 

< olers of golde/and toꝛretes fvled counde 

An md th lo des de uadoc in his route 

Atcmed wekl/ wich hettes ſternt and toute, 


pthe Atcite / as men in ſtoꝛy fynde 
w Tye@cdng Emetttus the kyng of Jade 
pont bay ſtede yttapped all in Rcle 

Armes with aclothe of golde / ybtapꝛed welt 
Came tydim ive god o armes Mate: 
Dis cote aue was of clothe of Tatce 
C with peries whete / tounde and gteat 
Dis mas of bꝛent golde / ne we pbete 
„ An du his ſmdets hang y 

ct full of cubyes bzyght/as fyzeſparklyng 


His bzyght criſpe bere/lyke rynges were ronne 
Ind that was pelowe/and glitered as the (onne 
Dis noſe was bygb/ his epen bzygbt cyttine 
Dis lyppes rounde/ his colour was ſanguine 
Ifewe freckles in his face were ſpꝛent 

Bet wire pelowe / and ſome dele blacke pmeput 
Ind as a lyon he loked aboute faſte 

Ok. rv. ere oł age I hym caſte 

Nis berde was well begonne/foz toſp2yng 
ia voyce was / as 8 trompe thundꝛyng 

Upon his bee d he weret of laurer grene 

I garlandc f̃teſſ he / and luſty foz to ſene 

Upon his hande / be bare foꝛ his dedwpte 

In egle tame as any Iply whyte 

In hund:ech knyghtes / had he with hym there 
All armcd (awe theit hedes / in all het gete 
\were eychely attaped in all manet thynges 
Ttuſteth weil that etles dukes / and bynges 
Were gadꝛed in this noble company 

Jo: loue and encteaſe of cheualty 

Aboute this kyng there tonnen on eucrp parte 
Wele mauy a tame lyon and Itbacte 

Ind in this wyſe the loꝛdes all and ſome 

Ben on the ſondap / io the cyte come 

Iboutc pꝛume : and in the cowne alyg i 

Tbs Cheſcus this duke this worth knyghd 
hun be had bzought hem in to Yts cpte 

And pnned hem euctpche at bis begre 

He keſtett hem / and dothe ſo great labous 

Co caſe hem and to do lem all henouc 

That men wenen/thatno mankes wpt 

Ok none cſ}ate i necoude amende it 
T he mynſtteicp / the ſetuice at the leſte 
The great gyſtes to the mo} and leſts 
The tyche attayt of Theſeus paleyſe 
c who ſat fitſte ne laſt bpon the deſe 

Oꝛ what ladyes fapzeſt ben / oꝛ beſt daunſyn 
Oꝛ whiche ol hem / can beſt daunce oz ſyng 
Ne who moſt feipngly(pekcth of lous 

What ha wkes (vt on te pꝰtches abous 

What heundes ien in the floze doun 

Of allthis make Ino mencion 

But of theffectt that thynketh me beſt 

Nowe conieth the yoynte and heck en il pt lylꝭ. 


Ve ſonday at night / oꝛ day beg aa to (p;lg 
T whan Pala n herd the lache (yng 
Il though it were nat day / by doutes two 
pet ſong the latue / and Palamon tyght tho 
With holy vert and with an bygh courage 


Js tylen to wende on his pſigtimage 
unto the bliſfull Sotherea bentqne 
J mcane Uenus bonoꝛabſe and dtgne 
And in het houce/he walked fo:rhe apace 
NUnto the lpſtes there her ternple was 
Inddownehe kneieth and with humble chere 
And wied hert ſoze he ſapde as peſhall here 

Tapzeſt of fapꝛe /o lady mpn Tens 
Dougyhtet to Jouis and ſpouſe to Tlulcanus 
Chat gladdeſt ali the mount of Sithereon 
Foz thatloue/rhat chowhaddeſt to don 
Haut pyte on my byfter teares(mert 
And take myns humble pꝛayet at thy hett 
Alas I daue no langage foꝛ to ten 
The etkecte / ne the toutment of myne hell 
Myn hert may nat myn hatmes be wit y 
Jam ſo ſozoufulſ/ that Ican nat ſar 
But mercy lady bzyghe / that Rnoweſt weie 
My thought and ſeeſt the hatmes that J fele 
Conſidet this and te we vpon my ſoze 
Is wyſly! as Jſhall fo: euermoze 
Cmfo:ce mp mpght/thp truc ſetuauni to be 
Ind bolde warre ladp away with chaſtite 
That I makempnauowe {ſo ye me heipe 
J kepe nat of armes foꝛ to yelpe 
Ne Jaſkenat to moꝛo we fo te haut bicto;p 
Ne tenoune tnthts caſe ine vayn gloz p 
Of pe of armes to blo we bp and down 
But J ode fully daue poſſeTrone 
Of Cmelp and dyt in her ſetuttt 
Fynde thou themancr Howe and what rrpſe 
IJ retche nat but it may bettet be 
Do haue victo:y ot hem 07 they of me 
Sothat I haue ! my ſody in myne atmes 
Fo: though ſo be that Mats be god of armes 
peur bettut ts lo attat in heutn about 
That it you lyN/ J (hall haue my lout 
Thy temple woll J worſhyp euermo 
Ind on anautre/ where Þ ryde 0: go 
I woll vo (acriffre and fy2:cs bete 
And if ye wyll nat lo my lady (wete 
ban pzay Ithe to moꝛo we with alptatt 
That Irctte/ me tbhozowe rhe hett brare 
Thanrecke Ynat'/whan Þ haucloſt my Iyfe 
Though that Ittyte wedde Her to his wyte 
this is che eſfecte and ende of my p:aycre 
Poe me my ſout mp bleſſed ſady dere 

\han that the ozyſon was done of Palamon 
is ſacrifiet he dypdte and that anone 
fillpytouſlp, with all ctroumNaunces 


The knyghtes tale 


Alten latagutue bis obſcruauntes 
Anda he ſtatue of Elenus ſhoke 

215 ave aſtane twherby that heteke 

Th his prayer accepted was that dap 

F 0: though the frgure (1;cwed delay 

pct wyſt be well that gtauntte was hts bone 
Ind with gladde bert te went hym Home (one 
T he thirde Jour equal! that Palamon 
Beganto Uenus temple fo: to gon. 


g P toſe the ſonnt and by raſe eme 
( 1 Ind to the tem pe of Dyant g an ht 

Det maydens that (he with het thtdet lad 

Full cedely with hem the tert (hep bad 

Chencence the clothes and the remenaunt a“ 

That to thefacrifice ſongen [hall 

The hoanes ful! of methc as was the nuMY 

T here jacked nought to Donber ſacrifice 

Smokyng the temple full of clorhes fa”;: 

C hits Emclp wich dert dedon gr 

Net bad? wyſſhe with water na ee 

13uthowelhcpyd there T dare nat: 

But it be any (hyng tr gener 3!) 

I::1dpet tt were agarne fo: cobere it a” 

CT ohym that mcancrth wel! (ft were nf barg 

But it is good a man be at his large 

Per b:yght Heare was kempt and d tee 
Ind acrowne of grene oke [eryal! 

Aponbet heed was (rtf all are ann mire 

T wo fyꝛes onthe autre can (he de: 

Ind dpd het thynges as men mar 570/54 

Tnitaceof Thebes and indokes cine 

iwhan byndled was the fc with pyious cord 

Unto Tyancſheſpate as permaytcre 7 
Schall goddelle of the wode gttue (| 

Co whome dothe tzeuen 4 eritze and ect c 

Duenc of the regne of Pluto dete and ode 

Goddelle of maydens that rr berthaſt ßere 
Fullmany a rere/and woteſt what dels 

Is kepe me fro the venaeaunice and torme itt 

Coat Itheon about eru'y 

Caf godd ile well woteit thou that Y 

Were todeamapden ailmy .ytg 

(Oencuce woll J be flour ne wyke 

Jan thou worelt yet of thy company 

I maven ant oue QUAPHnug and beno!p 

Ind o: to walkin inthe wodes wride 

F:1b nat to br ag wp?fc- and be with chride 

AP ouate wyll Þ knows company of man 

Qowe heſpe mclaby tithrrs thou map scan 

Cu. 
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Fo; thethze forrrmes/ that chou halt in the 
Bad Patamon / that hath (uche loue to me 
And eke Necite / that jourth me ſo ſoze 
«his grace J pꝛay the / witt outen moze 
Asſendeſloue and peace! bptwire hem two 
And fro me turne a wap het hertes ſo 
Chat all her hote loue / and all det deſyʒe 
And all ber buſy turment and all hex fyꝛe 
Be queypnee oꝛ tourned iin another place 
And if ſo be thou wyll do me no grace 
Oꝛ if mp deſtenp be ſhapen ſo 

That Jſballnedes haue one of hem two 
As ſende me hym / that moſte deſtrcth me 
Beholde goddeſſe / of clenc chaſtite 

The byttet teates that on my chekes fall 


Ditthnes thou art a mapde/and kepar of vs all 
Mp mapdenhede thou kepe / and well conſctue 


Ind whiles Ilyue a maden wyll I the ſeruc 
Thele fyꝛes denne dpon the autets clete 

While Emely was thus in het pzapere 

But ſodenly ſ de ſa we à ſyght quepnt 

Fo: ryght anone nc of the kyꝛes queynt 

Aid qQuicked apen/and eſter thatanone 

That other fp:e' was Queynt and all agone 

23d as u queynt/tt made a whiſtipng 

Is donc theſe wete bꝛondes in her bzennpng 

Ind at the bzondes ende out ran anone 

I'3 it'wete dꝛoppes blody/manyp one 

F 5: why loſoze agaſt was Emely 

That ſhe was almoſt maDde/and gan to cry 

Fo: ſhe ne wyſt what it lignikped 

But onclp foꝛ feate thus hath (he ctyed 

Ind wept that it was pyte to here 

Ind ther with all Dyane gan appere 

Witz bo we in hande tyght as an huntteſſe 

And ſayd doughter; ſtynt thy heuyneſſe 

Among the goddes / an high it is affirmed 

And by eterne woꝛde witten and confermed 


Thou (halt be wedded vntyll one of hem two 


That haut foꝛ the ſo moche care and wo 
But vnto whiche ok hem / may J nat tell 
Fare wele/foz I may no lenget dwell 

The fpzes/whiche on myne auter bꝛen 
Shall the declate oꝛ that thou go hen 

@Thyn auenture of loue as in this cas 

And with that wo2de / the atowes in the cas 
Of the goddeſſe / clateren faſt and tyng 

And fozthe (he went / and made a vanyliſhyng 


1. c thts Emely / aſtonyed was 
55 what amountety this alas 


* 


The knyghtes tale. 


I put me vnder thy pꝛotection 

Dpant / and in toy diſpoſtcion 

And bome (he gothe / anone the nett way 
his is the cftecte there is no moze to ſap 


N the nert houre of Matt after this 

Litcite vnto the temple walked is 
Ot feprs Mats / to do his (acrtfice 
with all the tyghtes / of his paynem wple 
With pytous hert and bygb deuocion 
Right thus to Mats he (ayd/his ozpſon 

O ſtrong god that in the regnes colde 
Of Trace honotired art / and loꝛde pholde 
And haſt in euetp tegne and cuery lande 
Ot armes / all the bꝛydell in thy bande 
Ind hem foztuneſt / as the lyſt beſt deuiſe 
Accept ot me / mp pptous ſacrifice 
If lo be! that mpthought may deſetue 
Ind that my myght / be woꝛthy to ſetue 
Thy godhced/that J may be one of thy ue 
Than pꝛay I the / rewe on mp ppne 
Fo: that pgyne and that hote fpꝛe 
Jn whiche thou bꝛenneſt whtlom foz deſpze 
whan that thou vſedpſt the beaute 
Ot fay;epong frelſhe Menus fre 
And haddeſt Fer in thy armes at thy wpll 
And though the ones a tyme myſfpll 
whan Nulcanus / had caught the in his las 
And konde the liggyng / by his wpic alas 
Fo: thylke ſozowe / that was in thyne hert 
HDaue touthe as well vpon mp p2pnes (mert 
J am pong and vnkonnyng as thou woteſt 
IndasFerd — loue offended molt 
Than ever was any lyues creature 
Fo: (he that dothe me all this wo endu ce 
Af recketh ncuet / whether J ipnke 02 uete 
Ind well J wote / oꝛ ſhe me mercp he'e 
I muſt with ſtrength wynne bet in the plac? 
And well J wote / without helpe and grace 


Of the map nat mp ſtrength auaple 


Than helpe me loꝛde / to moꝛo we in mp bataple 
Foz that fpze/that whylom bꝛent the 

Is well as that fyꝛe / that no we bꝛenneth me 
And do that Ito moꝛo we baue the bicto2p 
Mync the trauayli / and thynt be the glozp 
Thy (oucrapn tenple / wyll J moſt bonouren 
Ot any place alwap and moſte labouten 

In thy pleaſaunce and in thy craftes ſtrong 
And in thy temple I wyll nip baner hong 
And all the atmes oꝰ mp company 


Ind euermoze/bnto the dape I dye 
Eterne fpze! I woll befoze the fynde 
And eke to this auowe I wyll me bynde 
My berde / my heate that hangeth long adoun 
That neuer yet felt offencioun 
Ok ralour / ne ol (here / I wyll the yeue 
And de thy true (eruaunt whyles I lyue 
Ao we loʒd / haue routhe vpon my {023 wes (0;e 
peue me the victoꝛp / N aſke no moze 

The pꝛayer ſtynt of Atcite the ſtrong 
The tynges that on thytemple doe hong 
And eke the dozes clatered ſo faſt 
Of whiche Art ite ſomwhat bym agalſt 
The fyꝛes bꝛent / vpon the auters bꝛyght 
That it gan all the temple foz to lyght 
A (ote ſmell / anone the grounde vp y afe 
And Artcite anone his hande vp gate 
And moꝛe encence in to the fyʒe caſt , 
With other tytes mo and at the laſt 
The ſtatue of Mats began his haubcrke ring 
And with that ſounde he hetde a mutmutyng 
Jull lo we and dym and layd / thus victozp 
foꝛ which he gaue to Matz / honout and glo!p 
And thus with (ope and bupe well to fare 
Itcite anone to 9:2 pnne is fate 
As fapne as foule is of the bzyght fon 
And ryght anone/[uche ſtryfe tsthere begen 
oz that grauntyng in heuen about 
Bet wire Menus goddeſſe of foue 
And Hats the ſterne god armppotent 
That Jupiter was buſy it to ſtynt 
Tyll that the pale Saturnus thc colde 
That kneweſomany of auenturcy olde 
Fonde in his olde experience and arte 
That he full ſone hath pleaſed euverp parte 
As (othe is (ayd/elvc hath great aquauntagt 
In eide is bothe wyſdome and viage | 
Men map the olde qut temit but nat out ted. 
Sacurne / anone to ſtynt ſtcyfe and dꝛedt 
All be it that it ts ayenſt his kynde 
Ok all this ſtrife / he can remedyes fynde 
Wy dete doughter Uenus / quod Saturne 
My courſe that hath ſo wydt foꝛ co toutne 
Dath moe power than wote any man 
Myne is the dꝛenchyng on the (cc lo wan 
Myne ts the pꝛiſon in the derke cote 
Myne is the ſtraͤgſyng hanging by the thzots 
The murmuve/ and the choꝛles tebellyng 
The gronyng and the pꝛyue enpoyſonyng 
F do bengeaunce/ and playne cozrection 


The knyghtes tale: 


That Palamon/that is thyne owat knygt/t 


Whiles vwelf in theſtang of the lyon 
Myne 5the rupne of the hygh halleg 
Chet .\Ipng of the toutes and the walles 
pe 1 the mynout 02 the carpenters 
Jſvough Sampſon (hakpng the pylete 
Ind mpne ben the maladyts colde 

The derte treaſon/and the caſtels olve 
My lokyngie the father of peſtilence 
Nowe wepe no moe Þ (ya'll done diligence 


Shall haue his lady as thou hym behight | 
Ind Darsſhal kepe his knyght pet nathck 1 
Bet wirt pou | there mult bela mtyme peas 4 
Au be nat of one completion | 
That cauſeth all day | ſuche deuiſion | 
Jam thyne/ all tedy at thy we 
Wepe no moe Þ wpil thy lu tar! 

Nowe wpll Þ (tynt of the goddes abous j 
Of Mats and Uenus govvelle of [2ug F 
Ind tell you all plapnly / as $ can 

Thegrcat effecte/ to} wiziche < 53247 


Ind cke the luſty (calor oft 
ade euety wy ght to de in (uche plc 4th 
hat all that monda wht they and 4 
And ſpenden u in ULnus bigh (crulle 
And bycauſe that they ſbulden ag. 
Etly koz to ſe that great ſyabt 
Unto ber reſt went they at pg 


( — was the fell in Athens that : 


Ind on the moꝛowe whan day gan peng 
Of ho:ic and nopit batu ps and da cryrid 
T hcre was in hoſteletres all abcurc «4 
And to the paleps rode thete ma toute 
And ſoꝛdes dpon Neves and paltters 2 
T hcre maiſt thou le deuilpait of harncys 1 
So vncouthe 4(o tyche aud wiought ſo weld 
Ot gold{mpthrp/of bzowderp and of itcic 
Che ſheldes b:zyght/teſfcres and ttapoutes 
Goldehewen delmes / haub:ckes 4 cole grinds 
L o2bes in paremetes 0n Her cCourters (ts 
UBuypghtes of retynuc and ckelquyers 
Nayſing theſperes and belmes boketpng 
Curding of ſheldes with leynets Jaſyng 
There as nede is they wers nothyng ydell 
T be fomp ſtedes on the golden dzydell 
Grnawyng:and faſt the armerers aiſo 
with kyle and hamer pꝛickyng to and tro 
Pemci1 on fote and comons many one 
with thozte ſtauts thyckc as they map gov? 

C. un. 
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— — ng The voyce of people touched the heuen 
25 t in the batapie blowen blody (ouns So loude crped they with mery ſteuen 


Che p aleys full of people / vp and doun God laue ſuche a loꝛde / that is ſo gode 
There tine / there ten / holdyng det queſtion De wylleth no diſtruction of blode 
wr of the Thedan knyghtes two Up gothe the trompes and the melodp 


Home ſayd thus ſome ſapd it ſhulde ſo Ind to the liſtes rydeth this company 
. Home with hym/with the blacke becrd By oꝛdenaunce i thzough out the cyte large 
Some with p* batted / ſome wi the thice beer® Hanged with cloth of golde/and nat with large 
Some ſayd helokedgrym/and he wolde fight Full lyke a loꝛde / this noble duke gan tyde 
De bath a ſparthe of.rr.pounde of weyght Theſc two Thebans vpon eptheriyde 


Thus was the hall full of deuinyng And after rode the quene/ and Emelp 
Long after that the ſonnt gan to ſpꝛyng And aftcr that / anothet company 
The great Theſeus / that of dis ſlepe awsked f one and other after het degre 


with mpnſtralcy and nopſe / that was maked And thus they paſſe thꝛougb the cyte 
Helde pet the chambꝛe ot his paleps riche Ind to the liſtes come they be tpne 
Tyll that che Theban knyghtes bothe p!iche It nas nat of the day / pet fully pꝛume 


Honouted wert and into the paleys fet Whan lette was Theſeus ryche on hye 
Duke C heſeus is at the wyndo we ſet polita the quene / and Emely 
Itayed tyght as he were a god in ttone nd othet ladyes in degrees aboute 
The pcople pꝛeced thidet warde kull (one Unto the letes / pꝛeleth all the route 
Hym fozto (eyn and done hygh reverence Ind weſtwatd tyꝛough the pates vndet matte 
And eke to herken his beſt and his ſentenct Atcite / anp cke the hondꝛed of his patte 
In herowde on a ſcaffelde made an O With baner teed / is entred ryght anone 


Ty all the nopſe of the peopie was ꝓdo Ind in fat ſelue moment Palomon 
Ad whan he ſawethe people of nopſe all ftp] Js vndet Uenus Eitwarde / in that place 
Thus (hewed he the mpghtp dukes wpll With banet white / and hardy chere of facs 


The to de hath of his high diſcrecton In all the wonlde to ſeke bp and doun 
Conſidꝛed' that it wete diſtructton So eupn without any bariacion 
To gcntp!l blode to fpghten in this wyſe There nete (uche companyes twey 
Of moꝛtall bataple nowe tn this emp2ple Fo: there was none ſo wyſe/that coude ſay 
Whettoꝛe to ſh pen that they ſhulde nat dpe T hat anp had ot other auauntage 
De wy! his fitſte purpole modifye Ok woꝛthpneſſe / neeſtate/ne of age 
No man therfo:e/on ptynt of loſſe of Ipfe So cupn were they choſen foz to gells 
No maner( hotte negollar/ ne ſhoꝛt kupte And in two renges fepꝛe they hem dꝛeſſe 
In the lyſtes lende o thider bꝛyng And whan that der names ted were euerichone 


At ſhoꝛt ſwetde fo; to ſtyke with poynt dityng That in het nombꝛe gyle were there none 
Ae man ne dꝛa we ne dere it de his (yde Tho were the pates ſhyt / and cryed was loude 
Ne man ſhall vnto his felowe tyde Do no we pour deuour / pong knyghtes pꝛoude 
But one cours! wtthaſharpeygroundeſpere - Che hetoudes left het pꝛiciᷣpng vp and doun 
Topnyng if hym lyſt / on fote hym ſelue to were owe rpngen trompes loude / and clarion 
And he that is at myſchicf ſhalbe take There is nomoze to ſap / but Eeſt and Wei 
And nat layne/dut be bꝛought to the ſtakes an gothe the ſpetes /fullſadlp in the reſt 
Thaſſhalbe ozdepned/ on eyther ſy de ngothe theſharpe (poze in to the (pde 
Butthider he ſhall by foꝛce and there abyde There ſeen men / who can iuſt 4 who can rpde 
Ind if ſo fall thecheftayen be take Thcrcſhpueryngſhaftes vpon ſheldes thicks 
On epther(pdec;/oz eiles ſleeth his make He feleth th:ough the hatt ſpone the pzycks 
Rio lengerſhall the turneyeng laſt Upſp:yngethſperes-/twenty fote on byght 
SBod ſpede you go foꝛthe / and fyght on fat Out gon theſ wer des / as the ſiluet bzyght 
Wich longſwerdes and races / ley on pour fpll Che helimes they to hewen / and to ſhꝛede 
= Sochsnowe pour way / this is the loꝛdes wyll Out bꝛeſi the blode / with ſterne lkremes reds 
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with myghep maces | the bones they to bꝛyſt 
He th20ugh the thickeſt of the tiꝛong gan thꝛyſt 
There ſtomdlen ſtedesſtrong/x doune goth all 
Herolleth vnder fote as dothe a bal 
Defopneth on his fete with his trunchon 
And he hurtletij with his hoſe adoun 
He though the body is hutt / and ſithnes take 
Magte his heed / and bought to the l-ake 
As fozwarde was ryght/there he muſt abyde 
Another led is on that othet ſyde 
Ind ſomtyme dothe hem Theſeus to reſt 
em koꝛ to trefreſſhe ⁊ dꝛinke it that they lyſt 
ull okt a day haue the Thebans t wo 
Togyther pmet and w20ught eythet wo 
Unhored hath eche once of hem twcp 
There is no tygte in the vale of Galegophep 
whan that her whelpe is ſtolen whan it is lyte 
So ctuell on the hunt / as is Ircite F 
Fo; telous hett vpon this Palamon 
Ne tn Belmarpe there is no fell lyon 
That hunted is 0zfoz anger wode 
Ne of his pꝛap / deſp2eth(o the blode , 
Js Palamon/ito lle his foe Irctte 
The 6clous Grokes on her helmes byte 
Out renneth blode on bothe her (ydes te de 
Somtyme an ende / thcre is of cuerp ded: 
Foz 02 the ſonne bnto reſt went 6 
The trong kyng Emetrius gan bent 
This Palamon as de fought with Arctte 
Ind madehts(werd dept in his fleſſhe byte 
Ind by the fozceof twenty was he take 
Unpolden and dꝛa we to the ſtake 
Ind in the reſcous of this Palamon 
# be (trong kyng Ligurge is dome a doun 
Ind kyng Emetrius/fo: allbts ſtrength 
Ts bone out of his ſadell a ſ werde length 
Do hit hym Palamon/o2 he werctake 
But all foznought he was b:ought to the Rake 
His hardy dert | ne myght hym belpcnought 
De muſt abyde whan he was cought 
By foꝛte and eke by compolicion 
Who ſoꝛoweth now but wofull Palamon 
That mult no moe 70 apen to fight 
Ind whan that Theſcus haddeley that light 
Unto the kolke that fougbten thus echone 
He crped than ho / no mo:e/fo; it is done 
woll be true tuge/and nat party 
Frcite of Thebes/ſhall haue Emely 
Chat by his foꝛtune hath het fey2e yon 
Inone there a nopſe ot people begon 


The knygh tes tale. 


Foꝛ ſoy / chis ſo loude and hygh wich all 
That! emed that the lyſtes (hulde fall. 


Hat can no we fapze Atnus dont aboue 
ww what (arethſhe what both f quent of lout 
But wepcth ſo fo: wantyng of het wyll 
T yil that her teares in the lyſtes y.! 
She layd Jam aſyamed boutlelle 
Satutncſapd doughtet holde thy pea'e 
Matshath his wyll thesnyaht bath bis bong 
Ind by mp heed! thou (ha'tbe eaics (one 
& hc trompertes with the lowbe minſltrillyg 
Thc hcroudes / that full loude pell art cryg Cl 
Ben in het top foꝛ the well of dane Atctte A 
But herkeneth me and ſtynt nople allts : 
Whiche a mtrac'e there be fef none : 
This fcirle Ircite hath his helme of dont | 
And ona coatſet fo: to ſhe wehte face 
He puctzed endlong the larae place 
L okpng vp warde vntorhis Smelr 
Ind ſhe ageynhym calt afrend'p eye 
Ind was alf inhis chere as inbis Hgett 
Ou of the grounde/afy2e interna gert 
From Pluto ent at the requeſt of Sn 
Fo: whiche his hoꝛſe ko: fears gan ts 84 
I'1dlept alpde/ and founded as he (158 
And 02 that Ircite may take scp 
He pight ym on the pomell of his Hecd 
That in the place he lap 4s le were dec 
Mis biell to bꝛoſten withtheladell 50 we 
Is blatze he lay as any colle otto wh 
Ho was the blods ronne tn bis face 
Inone he was borne out of the place 
Mith hett ſoꝛe to Theſcus palcrs 
Tho was he coꝛuyn out of his harneys 's 
And in a bedde bought full 'ay:c and blyus 
Foꝛhe was yet 111 memo and alyus 'F 
Aid away cryceng after Cinely ; 
Duke Cheſcus with all bis company $4 
Ts come home/to Ithencs hs cytt 
With all blyſfe and greatielemnyts ! 
I!l be tt/that chis aucnture was fall | 
He nolde nat dilcomfo:te bem all 
Penſayd cke/that. Ircite ſhulds nat dye 
Ic (hulde behcled of bis maladye 
Ind of anoiher thyng cher were fare 
T hat of bem all-there was none aye 
Ill were they (oze hurt and namely ons 
That with a(perc was thzilled the biell bong 
CT hc other woundes/and the broke ums 


be I 
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— — | and ſome had charmes 
Fermacyes of herdes/and che (ane 
(Thep dzonken foz they wold her lyues haue 
Fo; whtche/thts noble duke/as he well can 
Conforceth arid honoured euerp man 
Ind made tuell all the longe nyght 
Unto the ſtraunge loꝛdes / as was ryght 
Re thete was holden no diſcomfyfing 
But as © tuſtes/0z as tourneyng 
Fo: there was holden / no diſcomfiture 
Foz faptyng nys but auenture 
— to be ladde bp fozce vnto the take 

nyeldyn and with twenty knyghtes take 
One perſon alone without mo 
And datyed fozthe dy arme / fote and to 
And ede his tede dꝛyuen fozthe with ſtaues 
With fotemen / bothe pemen / and eke knaues 
It nas ytetted hym no vilany 
There map no man clepe it cowardꝛyt 
Fo: whiche anone duke Theſeus let crpe 
To ſtynten all rancour and enuye 
The degte as well in one ſyde as in other 
Ind eythet ſyde lyke ſas vther bzother 
Ind yet hem gyftes after het degre 
And fulſp helde a feſt dayes tie 
Ind conuepe d the kynges woꝛthely 
Out ok his towne a tournep largelp 
And home went tuetp man the ryght waye 
Thete was no moꝛe but fat wel haue good day 


F this batayſe I wl no moze endite 
But ſpetze of Palamon and of Ircite 
Suelleth the b2eſt of Yrcite and the ſoꝛe 
Encteaſcꝭh at dis hett ap moꝛe and mo2eg 
The clotered Hode foꝛ anp lechctaft 
Coꝛtupteth and in his bouke is laft 
That neytiet bevnt / blode ne bentuſpng 
Ne dꝛynke ot herdes / map be his helpyng 
The vertue crpulſytt oꝛ animall 
Fro tyat vcrtue / pcleped natutall 
Ne map the venym bopde ne crpell 
T he pppes of his longes gan to(well 
And euerp lacert in his beſt adoun 
s(hent | with venym and coꝛtupcion 
ym gapneth nothyng foꝛ to get bis lyfe 
Uomite bpwarde/8:1d dounwarde laratife 
All is to broſten thilke tegion 


4 . in hym no dommacion 
2 certayniy / thete nature wyll nat wirche 
4 * bete the man to chitche 


This is all and ſome / Atcite muſt dye 
Fo: whiche he ſendeth after Emely 
Ind Palamon/that was his coſyn dere 
Chan ſapd he thus / as pe ſhall after here 

Nat may the wofull ſpitet in myne hert 
Detlate a popnt / of all my ſoꝛowes ſmert 
To you my lady / that I loue mol 
But beqaeth the ſerutce of mp golt 
«© 0pou / abouen tuety creature 
Dithncs/that mp lyft map no lenget dure 
las the wo alas thepepnes — 
That I foz pou haue (uffred and ſo long 
Alas the dethe / alas my Emely 
Alas the depattyng ot out company 
Nas my hettes quene alas my wpfe 
My hettes lady / endet of my lytv 
What is this woꝛld : what aſketh men to haue 
Nowe with his loue i no we colde in his graue 
Alone withouten any company 
Fote well my ſ wett foe / my Emelp 
And ſoft take me in your atmes twey 
Foz the laue of god / and herkeneth what J ſap 

A baue here with my coſpu Palamon 

= ſtipte and ranco>/ many a dap agon 

02 loue of pou/and of my Jelouſpe 
And Jupitex/ſo wpſely my ſoule guy 
To dbpcken ef a ſetuaunt pꝛoperiy 
With circumſtaunces all truly 
That ts ta ſepn / trcoutht honout / knyghtheed 
wyſdome / humdleſſe / eſtate and high aynted 
Frebom/and all that longeth tothat arte 
So Juptter / haue of my ſoule parte 
As in this worde / tyght nowe knowe J none 
Do wo:thp to be loued / as Mat amon 
That ſerueti pou / and woll do all his tpfe 
And if that euet pe ſhulbe a wpfe 
Joꝛpyeteth nat Palatmon the gentplman 
And with that wozde his ſgeche faple gan 
Foz fro his fete / vnto his bieſt was come 
The colde of dethe / that hath hym ouercome 
And pet mozeoutt / foꝛ in his atmes two 
The vytall ſtrength / is loſt and all aga 
Oncly the intellectes/withouten moze 
That dwelleth in his hert ſicke and(oze 
Gan faple whan the hert feleth deth 
Duſſhed his epen to / and fayleth his bꝛeth 
But on his lady pet caſt he his eye 
His laſt woꝛde was / mercy Emely 
Dis ſpitit chaunged the douſe / and went thert 
As I came neuer / I can nat tell where 


There I ſtynt | J am nat deuyniſtet 

Of ſoules'fynde J natinth(s regyſtcr 
Nemelyſ? the opyntons to tell 

Ok hem / though they w2ttten where they duell 
Irciteis coſde/ there Mats his ſoule guy 
Rowe woll Yſpeke fozthe of Emelp 
Sbhzwght Emely/and howleth Palamone 
And Theſcus his ſuſtet toe anone - 

S wonyng / and bate het fto the coꝛs awap 
What helpcth it to taty fo:the the day 

Co tell ho we ſhe wept/bothe eue and moꝛowe 
Fo: in ſuche cas woman haue ſuche loꝛo we 
whan that thetr huſ bandes be fro hem go 
That koꝛ the moꝛe part / they loꝛo wen lo 

Oz elles kall in ſuche a maladye 

That at the laſt cettaynly they dye 

Inkinite ben the ſoꝛowes and the (cares 


Of olde folke and folke of tender peres Pp 


In all the towne/fo2 dethe of this Thcban 

#02: hym there wepeth bothe childe and man 

Sogreat wepyng was there none certapne 

Wan Hectoz was bought all freſſhe pſlapne 

ToTrope/alas the pyte that was thcre 

Crachyng of chekes/rentyng cke ef here 

Why woldeſt thou be deed | theſe women crypt 

Ind haddeſt golde ynough and Gmcip 

No man mpqhtglad Thelcus . 

Sauyng his olde father Egeus 

That kaewe this woztdes tranſmutacton 

Is he hadde ſeen it chaunge vp and do wn 
oye after wo / and wo after gladneſle 

And ſhewed hym etc ample and lykeneſſe 

Kyght as there deyde neuer man qliod he 

Chat he ne lyued / in erth in lome degte 

Rygbt ſo thete lyued ncuet man he ſayd 

In all this woꝛlde that ſomtyme he ne deyde 

This woꝛlde ig but a thꝛo me fate full of wo 

Ind we be pilgtimeg paſſyng to and fro 

Dethe is an ende of cuery woꝛldes ſo2e 

And over all this? pet ſayd he mezyll moe 

To this effecte:full wyſcly to enhoꝛte 

The people / that they ſhulde hem recomfozte 

Duke Theleus / with all his buſy cute 

Caſt nowe where that the ſepuſtute 

Of good Arxcite / may beit ymaked be 

Ind eke moſte honourable in his degtt 

Ind at the laſt he toke concluſion 

Thyatthett as fitſte Irctte and Palamon 

Nadden fo: louc the batapte hem bytwene 

That in that ſelue gtoue / (wete and grene 
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There a qe had his amourous deſyꝛes 

His cor plapnt and fo: lese his hote foes 

Hewi de makc a fyze tn whiche the office 

Jun allbe myght fully accomplice 

Indcmaunded anone! to backe and to hee 

The okes olde and lep em on a tewe 4 

Tnculppns / well arapcd fo: to brenne 1 

11s officerg/with(wyfte ferc they renne [3 
Ind ryoden anone at his Comaunterm ent | 
1nd aftcr this Cheſeus hath ſent ft 
Iftet abete and heit our ſpꝛadde F 

With clothes of golde thetycheſtthat be Have 
Ind of the ſameſute heclothed rette 

Uponhishandes/ his glouts whyte 

Ind on bts heed a crownie of laurer grene 
Ind inhis hande aſ(werde full b2ygh: +4 ke 

He lapde hym bare the viiage on the bete 

There with he wepte thatpriewas to 1rd 

Ind fo: the pcophec ſhuloe ie tym all 

Wwhanit was day he brought bpm 17 45e 

That tozeth ot the crycnag and the gas 

Tho came this wokull Cheban PDalam on 

With flotercd berde end rugged a,: 

In clothes blake diopped al with tearcs 
Ind paſſyng other of wepyng Eme!! 

Thc rewtulleſt of all the comparry 

Ind in almoche as che (eriuice bude 

The moe nodle and tyche inhis degree 

Duke Theſeus let thie tedes fonte ; 

Thattrapped were in ſtele all qireer! 

And coucted with the armces of Ir ite 

Ind cke vpontheſtedes grea! and wh lc 

Thecrclaten kolte of which one bare ts 
Fnother a ſpete vpon bis ſbuldets bende 

Thethitde bare with bemhts den ter ers 

Ot b:end golde was the cas and tac Harneys 

Ind ryden fo:the a pas witt;(otowfull here 

STowarde ttc grotuc. as yc (hall after bete 
Thcnobleſt of the grikes that there were 

C1po! their backes catydenthe becee 

With lache pale and ever tede and were 

& :20ugh out the cyte by the maſter Nrete 

That (p2adde was al with d\acke } wondzs bye 

Uypghtot the (ame ts the ftrete ywiye 

Upon the ryght hande vent olde Sgeus 

Ind on that other h de duk Thelſcus 

With vellelles of golde ein bet bande tull frog 

Ind full! of hony mrike biode and wyne 

ke Palamon with tull,great companp 

Jud after that came wokull melo 


Tye knyghtes tale. 
with fpze in bande / as was that tpme thegoyſs whiche w3aſteleth beſt / naked wi ople anoynt 


To do thr office of rye ſunexaſ ſecuice Ne who that bare hym beſt at the poynt 
Þ ygh labour and full great appereipng J wpll nat tell all / howe they gon 
Was at the ſeruice ! of that fſyꝛe makyng Nome to Itbents / whan che plap is don 


That with dis grene toppe/rhe deuen taugt But ſhoꝛttiv to the poynt/than woll I wende 
And. ct. fan dom of bꝛede the armes ſtraught Ind make ot my long talc an ende. 

This is to ſay i the dowes were ſo dꝛode 

Of (traweſ/furſte was leyde man d lode 1 Iygoceſſe 4 dy length of cettapn vetes 
But howe the ſyꝛe was made bpon an betght Myntti the mournyng 4 the cheres 
Ne eke the names ! howe thetrees bygbe Of arckes / by one gencrall aſſent 

As oke fyꝛtt dych afſhe aſdet holme popelet ! Thanlcemecth me there as a pariement 
Maple thom deci aſpe bot che ſten ſyud lau- It Itoenes bpon acertapn poynt and cas 
Wplowe ene plant dall d whypultre tet Ind among the welche poyntes ſpohtu was 
Howe they were felled Mall nat be tolde forme To haut with cettarn countrees alyaunce 
At do we the goddes tennya bp and doun Ind baue fully of Thebang obey(aunce 


Dilderpted of rhetr babitacton Fo: whiche this noble Theſeus anone 

In whichec they wonned in reſt and pcas Let (ende after gentyll Palamon 

Nymplycs fauncs and a madꝛtocs Un wyſt of hym wdat was the cauſe aud whp 
Ne howe the deeſtes and the dyrdes aſl But in hie blacke clothes ſoꝛoufully 

Fleddeu fo; ftatt whanthe wodeganfaſl! De came at uis comaundernent an bye 

Nc ho we the grounde agaſt was of the tygiht Tho Thecſcus ſent foz Emelp 

That was nat wont to le tde ſonne bꝛyg t Wan to pete ſet and huſt was all the place 
At do we the fyꝛt was couched firſt with tre And T hc{cus abpden hath aſpace 

And than with dꝛyt dickes ciouen on th:e ©; anp woꝛde came fro his wyſe bꝛeſl 

Ind than with grene wode and ſpyett , Mis cyen ct de there at hym iy 


And than with clothe of golde/ and with perry Ind with a le dde viſage heſygbed pl! 
Ind garlandes hangyng with many a floure Andaſtet that / gt thus be layd his wyll 


Tyte mpxeſttze encence/ with { wete od oute T hc ftrite mautt of the cauſe about 

Ne dome Atctte lay among aſltthis Whan ge ficft made the fay 2c chene of loue 

Ne what rychelTe! about his body there ts Great was the efkecte and hygh was his entent 

Ne ho we that Emciy as was the guylſe WMele wyſt he whp/and what c he ment 

Put in the fy2e of funttall (crutce | Foz with that fayze chtynt of leut he bonde FR 
ANehowſbeſwouned wan made was thefp;e T be fyꝛt cht evt the water and the londe 12 


Ne what ſhe ſp akte ng what was het deſyꝛe In cett 2yn bondts chat may nat flyt 

Ne what Jeuciſes men tn the fyꝛe caſt T hc (ame pꝛince and that mouet quod he 
Wwyan that the fſy:t was great and bzenned faſt Hatch; ſt 1b!y(hed in this wzeehed wond aboun 
At how ſom ( aſi checrſbe'de / 4/om their ſpete Certayn dayes and duracion 

And ofthctr veſtemttes whiche that thep were To all that is engendꝛed in this place 

And cuppes full of myike / wpne. and blode Dutt the whiche day / chey move nat paſſe 

In to the fyꝛe that bꝛent as it were wode I'\ mowe they yet /tho daycs Cb211gge 

Ne ho we the grekes! with an huge route Tycrencdcth nat auctoꝛite to legge 
Thzyes tyden all the fyꝛe aboute foꝛit is pꝛoued by crperience 

Udon che left hand / with an hygh ſho weyng But that me ſyſt to beclate my ſentenc 
And thzyes with bet (peares clatetyng Th m may well men / by thts ozdze diſcetne 


And th es ho we the ladyes gan cty T hat thyſke mouer/ſtable is and eferne 
Nebhowe that led was homwarde Emeip well may men knowe/ but it be a fole 
Ae dome Pccite is bzent to aſſhen colo Thit cutty pattp / is detyued fro his hole 


4 At home the lythe wakes were yholde Fo:nirturc hath nat take 918 begynnyng 
Cbat une nygdt / ne ho we the grekes plep Oh one patt on of a canteiſ of a 
4 Ce wake pleyes ne kepe Inat to lap Butof athyng chat patkpte is and able 


The imyghtes fate. 


Deſcendyng ſo / tyll it be coꝛtumpable 

And therfoze/foz his wyſe puruepaunce 

Ht hach ſo weile be ſette his oidynaunce 

Chat ſpeces of thynges/and pzogreſſions 

Sbulven endure byſucceſſions 

Ind nat eterne/ without any lye 

This maiſt thou vnde rſt ande and ſe at eye 

10 / the oke thatbathſolong a no:p([rag 

Fro the tynit that it firſt gynneth to ſpꝛyng 

Ind bath ſo long lyfe as ye may ſe 

pct at che laſte / waſted the tre 

Conſidzeth eke/howe the harbe ſtone 

Undꝛt out tete on whiche we trede and gone 

pet waltethy tt as tit lytti by the way 

The bꝛodt rpuer(omepme wereth dꝛey 

CT hc great tomnes ſe we wane and wende 

Chan pe ſe that all thyng hath an ende 

Of man and woman (e we well alſo 

That nedes in ont / of theſe termes two 

Thitsi(scoſapn/inpouthe o: clies in age 

Pe mot be deed the kyng'as ſballapage 
ome in dis dedde ſome in the depe ite 

Home in the large felde/as men mar ſe 

C dere hclpeth nougt ail gon that ud e wap 

Then map J(ap/all riyng mot ncdes dey 

What maketh ther but Jupitcr cbs kyng 

That is pztnce/andcauſe of all ebyng 

Conuertyng all vnto his pep: wy!l 

Fo; wbiche it is deryued(orbe to tell 

And here agayn no creature alyue 

Ok nodegre!atayicth fo: to ſtryue 

Than it is wyldome / as chynkcth me 

Toxmake vertye of neceſ?3te ; 

Ind take it well (Hat we may nat tſche we 

Ind namely / that to vs allis duc 

Ind whoſe gtutcheth ougdt he Dothe folly 

Ind tedell is to dym that all may arc 

Ind certaynly/a man hath moite honour 

To dyen inhie moſte crecllent Hout 

- Whanhbeis(ykerot his god name 

Than hath he do his ttende nt bym no ſhame 

Ind gladdcr ought bis tende be of his bet he 

Whan with honourlo vp polben 18 b1s b:cthe 

d ban when bis name appalled i fo: age 

Fo: a!lfozpeten/ts than his vallclaae 

¶ ban is it beſt agfoza worthy fame 

Jo dyen whana mantis beſt of name 

The contraty fo allthis (9 wylkumetfe 

Whp gtudge we why haut we heurnelle, 

bat good Ircitc/ot chcualry the flour 


With zl! che aurſe of np patlement ] 


Departs is with ducty and honour 

Out of qc foule ptſon of this ly fe 

Why :utched his coſyn and his wre 

Of! 3 wele fare that fourth hymſo weſe 
Can he hem thanke* nay god wor ncuct a delt 
That bothe bis ſoulc and cke hem offents 
Ind pet ther mo we her ſuſtes nat amendt 
What map Þconclude of this long (erp 

But attet wo! FJ tede vs be mery 

Ind thanke Jupiter of all his grace 

X00; wedeparten from thts place 

Itede that we mak. of (oro wes tw 9 

O partfrte tope/laſltprig euermo 

Ind loketh nowe where moſte (co we ts pants 
T here wyl Yfirſt amende and yearning 
Suſtet quondherthis ts my full aten: 
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T bat gentyil Pa!amon'pour omwne kg 
T hat icructh pou with bert and mr at! 
Ind cucr hath de / {rn ye firſt hym (News 
Thaitreſi:uillofpournrate/on brmM 1c ie 
And takt bym fo: duſbandt and fo: de 


Let ſe no re o? pour wona y pete 

Nets akpnars brochet (onne patde 

And though be were a poꝛedichttet 

Son de hach(erucd yu ſo many a »!r2 
And had fo; you /{o great (DUTT! itt 

It mote be conſidud / !eutch me 

Fo: gentyſ mercy ougt to parte cyan: 

Ch in ard he thus to Palamon tor kgs 
Ittowethete nedeth tytt i fermonpyg 
Co mate you aſſent to tiis tha 

Comet nett d take pour lade by the bonds | 
Ind thus et hem dotht was mane (hc bog | 
C hyat byghe matrimonye o: matiagt . 
By a!l che counte!l of the baronyuge 

Ind thus with all blitTe and mclodp 

Dath slamou wedded Eme'y 

3:d god that allthis woz'de bach wiought 
Feute bym bis ſoue that be dere bud bought 
10: nowe 16 Palamon in ak weile 

L rucng im dſpüle (a rychcllc and indtie 

Ind Emelr bym loucthio tendetty 

Ind be her kerueth agayn(o gentylly 

QC hat chere was no wozde bem dyt wens 

Ot Irloulr oz of any other tent 

Thus endeth Palamon and Emetp 

Aid god tauc all chis company » 


>» - 


Han that the knight bad thus his tale tolde 
W In all che companypinas there pong ne olve 
That be ne(apd tt was a node ſtoꝛy 

And woꝛth to be date in memo 
And namely the gentylles euexychone 
Out hoſt lough /and (woze ſo mot I gone 
Thts goth a cyght / vabokeled is the male 

La ſe do we / whoſballtell an other tale 

Fo: tray the game is well begoune 
Ao we tell pe (tr mon / if that ye konne 
Somwhat to quyte the knyght his tale 

Che myller that foꝛ d:onken was all pale 

Co that vanethes vpon dis hozſe he (at 

He nolde auaphe/nother hode ne hat 

Ne abydeno man foz his curteſp 

But in Pplates voyce be gan cty 

And lwoꝛe / by armes/blode/and bones 

I can a noble tale foz the nones | 

With which J woe now quyte the knight! tale 
Out hoſt (awe that ge was d2onke of ale 
Aad ſayd abyde Robpa leus bzother 
Some better man (yall tri fteſte an other 
Abyde and let ds wozke chxyttely 
By cockes (owle quod he / that ny nat J 
Fo2 I wyll(pcke/oz eiſes go my wap 
Out hooſt anſwerd. teil on a deuyll wap 
Chou arte a fole thy wpt is ouercome 
go me herkenethquoy the Myllet all #fome 
But kirite J makes pꝛoteſt acton 

That J am dzonke/J kno we by my ſoun 
And therfo:e / if Imyſſpene oz (ap 
Wyte it the ale of Suthwerke J pou pꝛay 
Fo: J wolde tell ajegende and a iyfe 
Bothe of 8 carpenter/and of his wyfe 
Howe that a clerke hath ſet the wxpghtes cappe 
Che reue an(weryd and (apd/dpynt thy clappe 
Let be thplewve d2onken bhariottry 
It is aſynne/and eus greatfoly. 
Co appepꝛe any man o hym vefame 
Und ehe dzpag wyues in luche a name 
Ton mail yyoughof other thynges (ayne 
- Thts dzonwſi Pyiler(pske full lone agayr 
»Sndl(ayd | Feuer bother Oſwolde | 
zeig e he is no cokecolde 


IJ haut a wpfe parde / as well as chou 
yet nolde I nat fo: the oren tu my plowe 
Take bpon me moꝛe than ynowe 
As deme of mpyſelfe that I were one 

I wolde belyue well / that I am none 

An huſbande ſhulde nat be inquiſitife 

Ot goddes pꝛyuite / ne of his wpfe 

So he map fpnde goddss fuſon there 

Of the remenaunt/nedethnat to enquere _ 
what ſhulde I mozeſap/butc this myllete 

Ne noloe his woꝛdes / toʒ no man foztere 

But tolde his chozles tale /in his manere 

Me ouet thynketh / that I ſhall teherſe it hers 
And therfoze/euery gentyll wyght I pzap 
Wemetzh nat foz goddes loue that J (ay 
Nat of euyll entent / but that I muſt reherſs 
Het tales all / be they bettet oꝛ woe 

Oꝛ elles falſen lame of my matere 

And thetfoꝛe / who ſo lyſteth nat to here 

¶Cutne ouer the lete / and choſe an other tale 
Fo: he ſ hall fpnde pnowe / bothe great + (maie 
Of hyſtoztcall thyng / that toucheth gentplucſſs 
And eke moꝛalite and holyneſſe 

Blameth nat me / if that ye choſe amps 


The Myller is achozle/ye knowe well this 


So is the Reue / and ehe other mo 
Ind harlctrye they tole bothe two 
AZupſeth you / and put me out of blame 

Aud eke men ſhul nat / make erneſt of game. 


CThusendeth the Myllers pꝛolo⸗ 
gue / and here after fos 
lo weth his tale. 
bee 


Bylom there was dwelling in Ortfozde And after that be ſonge the krnges note 


w Iryche 710f| that geſtes had to boꝛde 
And ofhis craſte / was he a carpentcr 
With him there was dwellinge a pooꝛe (coler 
Had lerned arte / but all his fanteſye 

Was touened / to lerne Aſtrologye 

And coude a cettapnt ot conclul ions 

To demen bp tnterrogacions 

Ffchat men ared him ſcettayne houtes 
Whether they ſhulde haue dꝛought o:(hourcs 
Oꝛ if that men ared him what (hulde befall 

Ol euety thyng / I map nat rcker all 

This clerke was cleped hende Nycholas 
Ork derne loue he couche and of ſolag 

Ind thetto he was l lye aud full pꝛiute 

And \yke a mapden m cke foꝛ to ſe 

IJ chamber had he in that hoſtelrpe 

Alone without ary companye 

Full fetoul ly yÞ1ght/ with herdes ſott 
Andhehimlclte was (wete/as is the rote 
Oflpcozice/010fany Cetewale 

His almageſt / his bokes great and (male 
His aſttologyt longyng toꝛ his arte 

His augtym ones lac tayze a parte 

On chelues touched at his beddes heed 

His pꝛeſſe pcoucred/ with a foldyng recd 
Ind all aboue / there lay a gay ſawttve 

On whyche he made a nightes melodye 

Seo ſwetelp / that all the chamb2e ronge 

Ind angelus ad virgin em he ſonge 


Full okten bleſſed was hie mery th! oft 
Ind this (weee clerke his tyre (pet! 
Attet his ftendes fondyng and dis gene 
This carpenter had wedded newer? 
Whiche that he loucd moze than b 

Ok. c viii. ycte ſhe was of age 

Jelous he was and helde bet nate we ! 
Fo: ſhe was wylde + yonge and tc was 
Ind demed him elfe lrkeco bea 
Bc knewenat Caton to: bis wyt was ut 
That bad aiman(hulde wedde 01615! 
Menſhulde wedde aftcr bee aft aci 

Fo: youthe and olde b-a@fft-cn; at ev ate 
Dutlythcn be was fallen @n theo tiiare 

Dc mult cndure/as other folke h1s care 


Fa':c was this ponge wyte and there witys:, 


Js any weſyll het body gent and (mall 

Ilcynt(he wered barred all of tyike 

Jbarmeclochec as whrte as mo20we mvike 

UponHhcrlcendes with full many a go:r 

Whyte was het {inocke bop den all befo:e 

Ind cke behynde on het coler aboute 

£f cole blacke (ylke within and cke without 

The tapettes ofhcr whrytc voluper 

were of the lame tute of the colet 

Der fvict bꝛode of [y1ke and (ct full hve 

Ind lcketiy (he had alykerous eye 

Full tmale p pullcd wcrebcr bzowes two 

Ind they were dente and btacke as any lo 
Dil, 
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he was moche moze dixMtli vn to le 
{Than is the ne werpere genet tre 
And ſoftcr than is ſthe wull ot a weder 
And dy der eth a gutſt ot ledet 
Tarceled wich ſylde ano pcri2d with laton 
"Yn all this wonlde to (ckevp and downe 
; is no man ſo — $gecoude thenche 
o gap a pupelot / oꝛ ſo piatꝭa wenche 
Full bzighter was ſhe ag of her hue 
Than in the tour/the nobpil te:gcd newe 
But of het ſonge it was 
Is any ſwalowe ſytt 
Thetto ſhe coudelkyppe/a 
As anp kpd oꝛ calfe folo wa 
Het mouthc was (wett as bꝛatet oꝛ methe 
O: hoꝛdt of appeis leyde on hey oꝛ hcth 
wynling ſhe was as is a iolp colte 
L ongc as à maſte 2 vp:tght as a bolts 
A bꝛochce tut bare vpon dect lowe colet 
Is bꝛode as 1s the bolſt of a bokclcr 
Het (hone were laced. on Herlegges Hye 
Su was a p;tmerolV a ppgges nye 
Jo any loꝛde to lyggen in his bed 
Oꝛyct fo; anp good pcman to web | 
Nowe(p:c'and cfte{p;e ſo betyll the caas 
That on a dap this hende Aychelas 
Jyll with this p w pft to tagt ⁊ to piep 
Whylcs that het de was at Olenep 
Is cicrkes bt full lubtyle and full qucynt 
Ind puucely ht cauggt het by the queynt 
Aid (ayd ywys butif J haue my wyll 
Fo: detne lout ot tic lemman J lpyll 
Ind elde het batde by the hanke bones 
And ard lemnan lore tuc all at ones 
Oꝛ 7 walde dye all ſo god me (aue 
And lgetpꝛonge as a colic dothe in the traue 
And with yer heed the wꝛieth faſte away 
She ſayd J wpil nat kyſſc the by mp tap 
why let be quod che let be Aycholas 
Oz J wyll crye out hatowe and alas 
Do wey pour handcs fo: pour curtelye 
This Aycholas/gan mercy fo: to ctye 
And ſpake ſo fap;e/+ pꝛoketed herlo faſt 
Chat ſhe her louc/ grauntcd him atlaſt 


Ino ſwate het othe/ by (aint Thomas of Kent 


That che wolde be at his comgundement 
Wuhan that ſhe may hct leyſet well eſppe 
Myne huſbande is ſo full of ielouſyt 
That but ye wavte well and be pꝛiue 
© IJ woterzght well J nam but deed quod ſhe 
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The pders tale. 


ye muſt be full derne / as in this caas 

Nay thetot᷑ cate the nat / quod Aycholas 
KLythetly a cletke had beſet his whple 

But ik be coude a carpenter begyle 

And thus they den accozded and pl woꝛne 
To wave atyme as J haue toloc byfoꝛne 
wha: Nycholas had do thus euety dcle 
And thack&ed het / about the lendes wele 

He kyſte het lwete and toke his ſawtrye 
And played faſte / and made mclodpe 

Chan fyll it thus & to tit patcyſſhe chyꝛche 
Chiſtes owne werkes to: to wp2che 

This good wyfe went on an holy day 

Het foꝛhetd ſhone as bꝛiqht as any day 

So was it walſhe whan he let het werke 
Hout was thete of Þ chyꝛch a parillhe clerks 
The whiche that was yclepcd Ib(oloi; 
Erulled was his hecr'x as the golde it (zone 
And ſttouted as a tan large ano b:ode 

Full ſttcyght and cuyn lay his tolyſhode 
His rode was teed his eyen gray as goes 
With Powles wyndowes cozuen in hrs ſhoos 
Je holes reed he went full fetouſly 


clad he was full(male/and fctouſ ly 

ll tn akpꝛtell ot᷑ alyght waget 
Full fayꝛe anb thicke/be the poyntes (ct 
And there vpon he had à gap ſutplys 
As whyte as is the bloſſom on the rpg 
A m<cy chylde he was ſo god me ſaue 
Well coudt he leten blode clyppe and ſhaue 
Ind make a charter of lande and aquytaùce 
Intwenty manets coude he tryppe 4 daunce 
Ifter the (role of Prenfo:de tho 
Ind with his legges caſte to + fro 
Ind playe ſonges on almale ribpble 
Thetto he (onge (omtpme'alowde qupnpble 
Ind as well coude he play on his geterne 
Jnal' the towne nas bꝛe we houſe ne tauerne 
That he ne vylited with his lolace 
Thete as any gaylatde tapſter was 
But ſothe to lay he was (omdeleſqueymous 
If tartyng and of (peche daungerous 
This Ablolon that tolyfe was and gap 
Goth with alenſer/on the holy da 
Sculong wpues ol the patyſſhe 
416 many alouely lot on hem he caft 
And namely on this carpenters wyfe 
To lot on het / he thought a mer lyfe 
She was ſo pꝛopet ſwete / cke lykerous 
date well lap / it (he hab be a mous 


Aud he a cat/he wolde her hente anon 

Tits paryllhe clerke/this ioly Ablolon 
Hath in his hert / luche a loue longynge 
That of no wyfke/toke he none oftrynge 

Fo: curteſye / he ſapd he wolde none 

The mone whan it was night bzight ſhone 
And Jbſolon his gyterne hadde p take 

Fo: paramours/ he thought fo: to wake 
And to2the he goth tolyfe and amcrous 
Tyll he caine to the carpenters hous 

Ilytcll attet cockes had pcrowe 

Ind dꝛeſlſed him vp by the [hor wyndowe 
That was vpon the carpentcrs wall 

He lyngeth in his vopce gentle anb(mall 
Nowe dete lady it thy wyll be 

T pꝛay you that pc wyll thinke on me 

Full well accozding/tohis gyternnge 
This carpenter awoke therde hin: (ynge 
Jo ſpake vnto his wyke andlayd anon 
What Jliſon heteſt thou nat Ibſolon 

That chaunteth thus undet our bo w2:cs wall 
Ind ſue anſwerd her hulbande thertyithall 
yes god wote John F here it eucry dele | 
This palleth foꝛth what wyll ye bet than wele 
From dap to day this toly Iblolon 

$0 woweth her that he is wo begon 

Dc wakecth all the night and all the day » 
He kempte his lockes b:ode t made him gay 
We woweth her by meancs and b:ocage 
Ind woe he wolde be her owne page 
Hefyngeth biokynge as anyglhtyngalc 

Ne ſent aftcr pyment methe and(ppced ale 
Ind wafres pypinge hot out of fhe glede 
Ind foꝛſhe was of cowne he p:otered mede 
Fo: (ome folke wyll be wonnen fo: rychclle 
Ind ſome fo: ſttokes +tlomie to! tolynelle 
SJomtyme helheweth his laſtines tmayitrie 
He pleyeth hetode s vpon aicattolte bye 

But what auuylcth him as inthis caas 
She loued(o, this hende Qycholas 

That Jb(olon/ may blower the vuckes hozne 
Vt ne had fo: his labour but aſco:ne 

Ind thus (he maketh Iblolon het ape 

Ind all his crneſt turneth til a tape 

Full ſothe is this p:oucrbe 1t1snolve 
Yealap right thus alway the ayghe llye 

11 Yakcth the ferre leke ko: to beloth 

F 0: though that Fbſolon be wode o: w:oth 
Wycaule that he'ferre was from her lyghe 
This npghe Nicholas Node whislyght 


The Myllers ta — 


Nowe ate the well thou hende Nicholas 45 
Jo: J .olon may wayle anbipnge alas 
Ind bet ti rhat on aſ(atervay 

Th 3carpentcr was goric tyil Oſnay 

Ano ckehende j$2icholas and Aton 

Icoꝛded befully to this concluſion 

That Nycholas (hall l hapen him a wrie 

This(cly ious hu bonbe to beg vic 

Ind it lobe the game went a right 
Si\ic(huldeſlepeinhis arincs allnight 

Jo:this was her Det yP30 a4ndhis allo * 
Ind right anone without woos 1 
This Nycholas noleunget woloe taryve » 
But both full lone into 11s chambic carne 


© 


Bothe micate 4 D:inke fo: 404 020 | 
Ji to her hutbande bas her fot cs! 
If that he altzed aftcr Nrctolas 
he ſbulde lap (be nv it where be wa 
Of all that day Locke bun at With c 
She trowc.th that hc ſore nal 
Jo: thitnocry her 113705 couthe | 
Dcnoloe amwet to: notheng ungern: 
his patlcth tozthe all chatlaccroa 
Tyat Archolas tri mn lis hams: 
Ind catc 0:{lepe o: dyd What hin: | 
Co (onday that the lone gothic ro: 
This lelr carpenter hath great ! 
Ot AQrcyolas o: what migdit þ1n1 a7 15 
I'1d{ayd Famad:ad0bylainT | | 
Fc ſkonocth nat a right with 42 5 
©00d (thrice it that oed, ed tod 
Ts wonldeis NO we FULL nk: 


{lawcaco:pstoday ho:cto 
CT hat inowe a moday lad 4 i; E. 
So vp quod he vito bis Knaue 31 271 1 
Clepe dt the doe o: Rocca 
Lohe howeltis ad toll ine desde 
bis naue gothe (24111 0p fill itucdely 
Ind at the chamd:e doc whrile that be i 
Dectred and knocked as be Were wore 
what howec/ what do ve mailker G cholago 
owe mar pellepen all the longe dap 
ut all to; naught he hetdengta worde 
I'1hoictulllowec b. tonde Vpon a bo:be 
T cre às the cat was wont into to (Gepe 
Ind at the hole he Lo&ed en full depe 
Cat che lack ne bad of bim alight 
bis A rcholas tate gapyng cuct vp;ight 
As he had kyked on the newe mone 
Wonne be goth and tolde his mater forts 
Dat, 


PI 


bealway a N 
[cordon but onelp 


Sd terdt Mochet clerke 1 abe, cons 
He walked in che kcidcs foz top} 

Upon the ſterre 
Ty he was in a 
Ne ſawe nat — 
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4 
f that Jma 
I mea ati - 7 ee 
Whyle that thou Robyn ide doꝛe 
Hc (hall out oft1s be AI 
And to the chambꝛe doit he gan him 
Bis knaue was a trongecthoile fol 
And by the haſpe heb KVpatoues 
Into the flour the doꝛe til aun 
This Nicholas ſate aye, a6 tplLa3Rtone 
Ind cucr gapcty vpwa⸗ tu the epte 
This carpenter wende pn Were 11 dilpepꝛe 
And hent him by the (hu 
And lhoke hun harde/4ceped 
What Nicholay what you 
Awake/tthinkc on chuftg&pa 
+ I ctouche the fro clups/4 
Tyerwith the nigh! (peu 6 
On four haluys on the 
And on the th:clſholde of 
Jeſu chꝛiſt and amt Begeben 
Blypylle chis houſe from cut 
©, Fo: utghtes vetty the w pa 
Where wonnelt thou (aing 
And at the laſt/chis hende 5 
Gan foz to ſighe ſoꝛe and laid alas 
Shall all the wo:lde be las ttiſones gowe 
This catpcutet an werde hat ſayſt thou 
What thinke on god as we do men 5 (wyntze 
Chis Atcholas am werd fet mc dꝛinke 
And after wyll Jſpcake toche in puuyte 
7 thinges that thachen men the 
Awpll tell it none othet —— certayn - 


— 


And b:ought of mighty ale / a large quarts 
Ind whan eche of hem had dꝛonke his parte 
This Nicholas his doe faſte ſ hette 

And do wne the carpentcr by him he (ctte 

He ſaid Johñ myne hoſlclcuc and dere 
Thou ſhalt vpon thy trouthe ſwert me hett 
That to no wight thou (halt this coulell wzep 
Fo: it is $ryſtes counſayle that I ſey 

Ind if thou tell it man thou arte fozloze 

Fo: this vengeauce thou halt haue thcrfoze 
That it thou wzep it man þlhalt be wode 
Nay cryſt fozbede it foꝛ his verp blode 

Quod tho this ſely man 5 am no blabbe 

Ne though Jap F ain nat leue to gabbe 
Say what thou wylt J (hall it neuer tell 
To chylde ne wyfe by him that harowed hell 
Rowe John quod Nicholas J wyll nat lpe 
J. haue founde it in myne aſtrologye 

Is I haue loked in the mone bꝛight 

That now a monday next at quarter night 
Shall fall a tayn⁊ that ſo wylde + wode 
That halte ſo great was neuet Noes flode 
This woꝛlde he laid in leſle than in an hour 
Shall ali be dꝛeynt / ſo hydous is the ſhout 
Thus ſhall mankpnde/dzcnche Xx leſe het lyfe 
Thugcarpenter amwerde alas my wyfe 
Ind shall ſhe dꝛenche alas mp Aliloun 

Fo: loꝛowe of this he fyll almoſt a downe 
Ind (aid is thete no remedy in this caas 
why yes fo: god quod hende Aicholas 

It thou wylt woꝛke after loꝛe and rede 

Thou mayſt nat woꝛke aftet thy owne hede 
Fo; thus (ayih Salomon p was full trewe 
Woꝛkt all bycounſaple thou ſhalt nat rewe 
And itthou wozke wylt / by good coulaple 

F vanertake/ without maſte oz (ayle 

yet hall I ſaue het / and the and me 

Haſt thou nat herde / how laued was Noe 
Whan that out loꝛde / had warned him be fozne 
That Jl the woꝛld / with water ſhulde be lozne 

yes qQuod this carpenter/full poꝛe a P 

Haſt thou nat herde/q Npycholas a 
Thel0:0we of Roe with his rclowſhyp 

©: that he might get his wpke to ſhip 

Him had bcleucr/ Þ dare well vndertake 

At that time than all his wethers blake 

Thatl he had had a ſhyp / het ſelfe alone 

And thcrfo2c/ woteit thou what is beſt to done 

This alkcth haſt and of an haſty thynge 

Map men nat pꝛeche / ne make taryeng 


Anone go get vs faſt in to this in 
IJ — ttough oꝛ els a hemelyn 
Fo: cche of vs / but loke that they be large 
20 whiche we mowe ſwymmen as in a barge 
nd haue therm vitayle (ufficcaunt 

But foꝛ o dap ty on the temenaunt 
The water (hall all ake / and go a wap 
Aboute pꝛime vpon the ne tte day » 

But Robyn may nat wete of this thy knaue 
At eke thy mapden Gylle J map nat laue 
Are nat wyy foꝛ though thou alke me 

7 wyli nat zell/ govdes pꝛiupte 

t ſuſtiſeth the but it thy wytte be mad 

To haue as great a grace as Noc had 

Thy wyfeChall J well laue out of doute 
Gonowe thy wap ano (pede the hete aboute 
But whan thou haſt fo: the and het 4 me 
pgoten vs thele knedyng tubbes the 

Than ſhalt thou honge hem in the rofe full hyt 
That no man of our purucyaunce celpye 

Ind whan thou thus haſt donc as 4 hau ſaid 
And haſte our vytaile fayꝛe in hem viapd * 
And eke on axe to ſmpte the coꝛde two 
Whan that the water cometh / that we may go 
Ind bzeke an hole an hygh vpon the gabyll 
In to the gardepn warde / ouet the ſtabyll 
That we map frely palle fozthc our wap 
Whan that the great ſhoute is palled away 
Than shall we lwym as merely J vndbertake 
Js dothe the whyte ducke aktet the D2ake 
Than wpll Iclepe howe Alion how fohn 
Be mety fo the flode wyll palle anon 

Ind thou wylt (ay haplenaiſtet᷑ Rycholap 
Gode mozowe Jlethe well foz it is dap 
Ind than ſhall we be loꝛdes ali out lyte 

Ok all the wozlde/as Noe and his wyte 

But of o thynge/ J warne the full ryght 

Bt well auyſed/on that ylke ny 

Whan we be entred in to the (hyp boꝛde 
That none of vs ne ſpeake nar a wo:de 

At clepe ne ctye but be in his pzaycre 

Fo: it is goddes owne heſt dere 

Thy wyte and thou muſt hange fer a twyn 
Fo: that bytwir you ſhall be no ſynne 
Nomoꝛe in lokynge than thete chall in dede 
This oꝛdynaunce is ſayd go god thelpede 
To moꝛoe at nyght/whan folke be all a ſlepe 
Into our knedyng tubbes/ wyll we crepe 
und lytten there/abpdyng goddes grace 

Oo now thy way  hauenolengertipace 


The Myllers t 


Tom cot this no lenget ſeimomenge 
Be ay thus ſende the wylt t lay nothynge 
Tl!) uatte to wvic it nedeth the nat to tice 
© laut out lpte and that 4 the bacche 
Thistcly carpenter gothe fo:the his ware 
Full oftehc(apd alas and wclatyaye 

But to his wyte he tolde this pztupte 

Ind ſhewes ware 4 kne we it bet than be 
What allthis qucznte caſt was tolcve 

But nathcles Lhe frroe as (he wolpe Derg 
And (ayd alas go tothe thy way anone 
Helpe vs to lcape o: we be dec cchonc 
Jamthyttewe very wedocd wyke 

Go dere(poulc and hclpetoſauc our ly 
Lo whichc a grcat thynge 15 affection 
Men may dyc all day of prnaginaction 
So depe may unp:eſſton be rake 


Thislclp carpenter begvnneth gung 
Dymchynketh voce tai lie mart: 
Nots flode come walowona as ne lt; 


Co dꝛenchen Aion bis bond dete 

Dewepeth warleth em | 

Delyghed/ with many alo:y{wourt 

Dc gothe + getteth hum a rnoorng 55 

and attet that a tub and a Semen 

Ind puch he lent hem co his th 

And hynge hem in the tote in p 

Dis own haiide he made lavoers [1:4 

Co (lptnben by the renges and the |! 

In to the tubbes hangyng inch 5 

And hem vitaylcch bothe crougt 4 

With bꝛeed and chele and good ate 113 4 1 

Dlilkkyling right pnowe as fo; o day 

Buto: that he had made all tyat ac i 

Dc(cathts knauc andcke His worichyc 2 yt; 

Tponhiscrande to London forte go 2 

Ind on the monday whan it d:twe to ntgÞt 

Delhythis doze Without candelllighe 

And dꝛelled ail thynge as itthulde be 

41d(ho:tly vp they clomber all ct;:e 

hey (ytten ſtyll well atutlonge ware 

Nowe patcrnoſter clum ald QArebolaye 

Ind clumtayd John welumtapd Alton 

This catpentct lapd his deuocton 

Ind ſtyllbelptteth and byddeth bis pzapete 

4wayting on the rayne itheichetre 

& be beedllepe to: wery buſynette 

1yllonchis carpenter right as Þ gelle 

Ibolitecurfuetyme ozlytte more 

4) 0: frauaylec of his goolt hc groneth (02e 
D.. 


Re. 
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Mpſon 
ot my / and in ſolas 
T yl that the dell ot laudes gan to rynge 
And freres in the chaunccil gan to ſynge 
This pariſſhe cicrke/this ametous Ablolon 
That is fo; loue/ a wa ſo wo begon 
Upon the mondap / was at P{nep 
With company /him to diſpoꝛte 4 plep 
And aſked vpon a caſe a doyſtetet 
Full puuely [after Johan the carpenter 
And he dꝛewe him aparte/out of the churche 
Ind (apd/J not I (awe dym nat wyꝛche 
Sythc ſatutday I trowe that he be went 
Fo; tymbet there our abbot hach him tent 
Fo: he is wont fo: tymber foz to go 
And dwell at the Graunge/a dap oz two 
©; cls he is at his houſe certapne 
Where that de bt J can nat ſothly (ayne 
This Ablolon / full colp was and lyght 
And thought nowe is tyme to walke all night 
Foꝛ ſytctip I l(awe hym nat ſii cyng 
Xboute his doze/{pn day gan to(p;ing 
Do mote I thnue Jlhall 0; cockcs crowe 
Pry uclp koncacn/ at his wyndowe 
That ſtont full lewe/vpoh his dowzes wall 
To Xyſon/nowe wylil I tetten all 
My loue longyng 'foz pet I (hall nat mp8 
That at the leſt way Jlhal: bet Rolle 
Some maner comto:t nhalt I bauc partap 
My mouth hath itched all this long dap 
That is aſigne / ot ayſſing at the lceſt 
— ht me mette ene I was at a fec ſt 
Thetkoze I wyll go ſlept / an houte oz twep 
And all the night than wyll I walke + pley 
Whan that the fitſt cocke/ ccowe anon 
Up rpſeth this ioly loucr Fbſolon 
And him araperh gay at pont deu 
But firſt he che weth Mos pork 
Tofmellenſwete qo 


The Pytters tale. 


And Cſofte he cougheth / wich a ſemyſoun 

what do ye honycombe/(wete Myſoua 

My fapze by2de/mp ſwete (pnamome 

Iwaketh lemman myne and ſpeake tome 

Full lytcll thynke pe vpon mp wo 

That foꝛ your loue/ Þ (wete there 1 = 

No wonder is though J(welte and e 
mo2ne 4s dothe alambc/after the tete 
wpsleminan/ F haue ſuche loue longynge 

Chat lyke a turtle trewe / is my mournynge 

J map nat tate nomoꝛe han a mapde 

Go fro the wyndowe Jacke fole ſ he ſayde 

Xs helpe me god it woll nat be combame 

J lou: a nothet and eis {| were to blame 

Well bet than the by Jelu Abſoſon 

Go fo:the thy way oꝛ J wyll thzowe a ſtone 

And let me [lepe / a twenty dyucll wap 

Flag quod Ablolon and wela way 

That ttewe loue was cuet ſo puell be ſet 

Than kyſſe me ſyn it map be no bet 

Fo Iheſus lout and fo; the lout ofme 

Wylt thou than go thy way / thet with quod ſhe 

pe cettes leminau quod this Abſolon 

Than mae the redp quod ſhe J come anon 

Ind vnto Aycholas / ſhe ſayd ſtyll | 

No dee peace a thou ſhalt laugh all thy fyll 

This Ablolon / downe ſet hun on his knees 

And ſapd I am a loꝛde at all degrees 

Fo: aftcr this I hope there cometh moe 

Lemman thp grace / i ſweti oyꝛde thyne oꝛe 

The wyndowes ſhe vndothe z that in haſte 

Haue do quod ſhe / come of an — the faſte 

Leſt that out neyghbours the 

This Ib(olon/gan wype his mouth full dꝛyt 

Detke was the nyght as ppche oz cole 

And at the wyndowe ſſhe put out her hole 

And Fbſolon him ſelfe ne bet ne wers 

But with his mouthe / he kyſt her ers 

full ſauerlp/o; he were wart otthis 

Abacke he ſtette a thought it was a myſſe 

Fo; well wyſt he a woman had no berde 

He felte a thyng all tcowe / longe hered 

And (apd fye alas what haue J do 

Tehe quod ſhe and clapped the wyndo we to 

And Abſolon gothe fozthc/a(ozp paas 

A berde a bcrde/(ayd hende Aicholas 

Dy goddes cozpus/ this goth fapze 4 wele 

This ſcly Ablolon herde cuety dele 

And on his lyppe/he gan fo; anger byte 

And to him lelte he capo / A hall the quyte 


The Myllerst 


Who cubbeth now / who froteth now his lippes 
with duſt / w clothe / with ſonde with chyppes 


But Aud olon / that (ayeth full ofte alas 
My (oule betake I(ſapd he) to Sathanas 
But me were leuet / than all this towne ꝙ he 
On this dilppte / a wzoken foz to be 
Alas quod he alas that Ine had blent 
His hote lout was colde/and all quepnt 
Fo: fro that tpme/that he had kyſt het ats 
Of patamouts (et he nat acars 
Foz he was healed of his maladye 
Full ofte paramours/gan he detye 
And wepte/ as dothe a chylde that is bete 
ICofte pace he went him oucr the ſttete 
Unto almpth/men called dane Gerueps 
That in his fo:gelmpteth plowe harneys 
He lhatpeth theihare/and the cultre bulply 
This Ablolon knockcth all caſely 
Ind ſayd vndo Geruays/and that anon 
What who arte thou it am 1 Ablolon 
What Abſolon what Chziltcsl[wete tre 
wid ryſepelorathe/aye benedicite. 
What epleth you/ (ome gap gy2lc god it wote 
Hath bzought you thus/vpon the verytote 
By ſapnt note e wote what I meant 
This Abſolon / ne rought nat a bcane 
Ok all this pley ag aync no woꝛde he yaty 
He had well moꝛe towe on his dyltafe 
Than Setuaps knewe/xt(ayd frendelo dere 
That hote cultre in the chymney hcre 
Is lrane it me / J haue thet u ith to doſic 
J wpll bꝛing it che / agayne full ſone 
Scruaps am werd cettes were ifyolde 
Oz ma pokt / nobles all vatolde 
Tdou ſhuldeſt it hauc'as Lam trewe invth 
Ey Chailtes fote what wyll ye dothet with 
Therfoze quod Abſolon be as be may 

(hall well tell it che to moꝛowe o: day 

nd caught the cultte by the colde ſteele 
Full ſotte out of the doꝛc he gan ſtele 
und went vato the carpenters wall 
He cougheth kyꝛſt 1 knocked therwithall 
Upon the wyndowe right as he dyd cre 
This Ilyſon an(werde who 18 there 
'Thatknockethlo/ J warant it athete 
hy nay quod he god wote my wetelefe 
Jam Ibſolon/thy o wne deriynge 


Of golde quod be/ Þ hauc the b:ought a rynge 


Hy mothcr pate it me lo god me laue 
J ull tync it is and cherto wellpgraue 


This v J gpue the ik thou me kyſſe 
Thi Aycholas / was tyſen fo: to pyſſe 
An' chought he woldt amende all ryc tape 
H hulbc byſſc his ers 0: that he (cape 
Ind vp the wyndowe dyd be haſtelp 

And out his ats he putteth puuely 

Oucr the buttocke to the (hanke boon 
Ind therweth [pake this clerke Ablolon 
Spckeſwete byide f not where thou arte 
This Apcholas anone let flyca fare 

As gteat as it had be a thundct dent 
That with the ſtroke he was almoſt Iblem 
And he was teddy wichhie yen hore 

And Aycholas/ amyd the ers he (n10te 

Ok gothethelſkyn an hande b:ede av0llte 
Thchote cultte bende ſohls toute 

Ind forthelmcette he wende fot to toe 
Is he werte wode to; wo hege 

Helpe water water help to; goddes Hott 
Thiscarpenter owt orgs! lomogt 
Ind herde one crye watlce 45 12t were 
Ind thought alas now. comerly rw; 

Me ſet hun vp without wordes mo 

Ind with his are gelmotc che cothe 3th 
And downe goth au be tonde nchen te 
At bꝛeed ne ale tyll de came co che 
Upon che floozc and thctcdlwon e 

Up ſterte het Ilifon and Arche 

Ind cryed out and haro we itn he : 

The nepghbours! bothe final! 27 

In tonnyn fo; to gawren on 515 m2 21 
Chat yet àſwounc la both palc and wa 
F 0: with the fall b:oft hath bens ame 
But ſtonde he mult vnco lis own tar 
Fo: whan he (pake he was ation. vole DOD 
With hende Nicholas and Fl (gas 

They tolde cucry man that be was wore 
So he was agattc of Qocs ode 

T ho:0\we fantelyes that of big dannte 
Dehad bought hun kneopng tubbecs thee 
Ind had hem hanged in the rote about 
Ind that he pzayed bem fo: goddes louc 
Tolptten in the rote pet company 

Che folke gan laughen at his fanceſy 

In to the tote they ben and they gape 
Ind turned all his harme into atape 

fo: whatiacucr tots carperiter au werde 
{t was fo: nought no man his real on herde 
with otycs great hc was woze adowne 
U hat he was holde wode mall the towne 
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The Reues pzologe. 


| clerke right anone/helde with other Four 
—— — oor po Juauntyng/ly 


And everp wpgit gan laugh! at this ſtryfe 
Thus (wpuen was/the carpenters wyft 

Fo: all his kepynge/and all his telouſye 

And Idſolon hath kpſte det nether tye 

And Nyciiolas/ is ſcalded in the toute 

This tale is done: and god (aue al this route, 


CHereendeth the Myllers talc: 
And dere begynneth the 
Acues p2ologe. 
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Han folke had lauge at this nyce caas 
w Ot Adlolon and of hende Npcholas 

Dpuers folke diueti ly they (ayden 
But foꝛ the mo2e patte they lough + play den 
Neat this tale Flawenomanhymareue 
25Ut pf it were onely /Olwolde the Reue 
By caule he was of carpenters crafte 
Alytell ite is in his hette there lafte 
He gan to grutche and blame it a lyte 
Sythe quod he: fuli well I coude the qupte 
Witd dicatyng of a pꝛoude myllets epe 
If that me lyſt to ſpeake of tybaubꝛpt 
But Jamolde me lyſt nat plep fo; age 
E tas tyme is done my fodet is nowe fo:age 
This whyte top wirteth my olde petig 
W yne hett alſo mouled is as myne heet is 
But pet | fare as dothe an open ers 
Foꝛ that pike frupt is tuet the lenger the wers 
Tyii it de toten in mull o: in ſtre 
We olds men J dꝛede ſo faren we 
Tyll we be toten can we nat be type 
We hoppen alway while þ woꝛlde wolde pppe 
Fo2 in our wyll thete ſtycueth euet a nayle 
To haue an hoꝛe heed and a gtent tayle 
Is hath a lee / foꝛ though our might be gone 
Out wyll deſpzeth folp/ever in one 
Fo: whan we map nought do tha wpll we (pe 
pet in our aſſ hen olde / fyʒe is teken (ken 


gledeshauc we / dhiche J hall deupſe 

angre/arid couetple 

T hyſe four (parkics/longeth vnto elde 

Out olde lpmmes/mo we we nat bewelde 

But wyll ne (hall nat faple/that is ſothe 

And yet haue N alwapy/acolres tothe 

As many a pett as it is paſſid hen 

Sen that an · tappe of lpte bugan to renne 

Foꝛſpketly/ whan J was bozne anone 

Dethe d2cwe the tappe of lyte/Ilet it gone 

And cuet lythe hath ſo the tappe tonne 

T yll that almoſt all emty is the tonne 

The ſtreme of lyft no w dꝛoppeth on p chymbe 

Thelcly tunge/ map well ryngexchymbe 

Of wꝛetchednelle that paſt is full poe 

With olde folke laue dotage/thcre is no moꝛe 
whan Þ our hoſt had hetue this ſercmonyng 

Þ<gantoſpeaken/aslo2dly agakyng 

And (ayd/what amouwrteth all this wyt 

what ſbulde welpcake ail bap ot holy wzpt 

The dpuell made a lIcue/ fo2 to pꝛeche 

O: ofaſowter/alhypman/o; a lechc 

Say foꝛthe thy tale and tarp nat the tyme 

Lo Detfoꝛde / & it is halt way to pzume 

Lo & tene wiche / chat many a ſhꝛe we is in 

It were all tyine/ thy tal: to begyn 

Nove ſpꝛes quod this Oſwolde the Reue 

I pꝛape pou all yt you nat greue 

Though J anſwere/x ſomdele ſet his houe 

Fo: lcfull is/ with fozce / foʒce of ſhoue 

This dꝛonken myllete / hath tolde vs here 

Howe that begyled was a carpenters 

Parauentute in ſcone fo: that J am one 

And by your leaue / Iſhall him qupte anon 

Rigut in his chozles termes/ wpll 

IJ bꝛay to god bis necke mowe to bzcake 

Pecan well in myne eyecſe aſtalke 

But in his owne/he can nat ſe a balke. 


Chert endeth the Neues p:o- 
loge / and here begyns 
neth his tale. 
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A T Trompinton nat far fro Camb:tae 
A There goth a b:oke/ x ouet that a b:1gec 
Upon the whiche b:zoke/there ſtonte a mylle 
Ind this is very ſothe that J you telle 

A myllet was there dwellung many a day 

Is any pecoke he was pꝛoude and gap 

Pype he coude / and fyſſhe nettes bete 

4nd turne cuppes/4 well w2aſtic and ſhete 
Aye by his belt / he barc alonge pauade 

Ind of aſwerde full trenchante was the blade 
J tolp popper/bare he in his pouche 

There was no man foꝛ pe tell durft him touchc 
Icheſtelde thwpecll bare he in his hole 

tioude was his face 4 camoyled was his note 
Aſo pylle d as an ape was his(kull 

De was a market beater at the full 

There dutſt no wyght/ hande vpon him ledge 
That he ne ſwoꝛe anone he ſhuloc abedge 

I thefe he was fo: lothe ot coꝛuc and mcie 

And that aſligh/and vſant fo: to ſtele 

Hie name was phote Deynus @ymkyn 

I wpfe he had ycomen ofnobte kyn 

The petlon of the towne her fadet was 

With her he pate many a panne of b:as 

Fo: that @ymkpnlhulde in his blode alye 
Bie was yfoſtred/ in a Nonnerye 

ſo: &ymkyn wolde no wyte as he ſayde 
Butitthe were well pnozillhed ta mapde 

To lauc his eſtate of pemantpe 


[ £4 
I oughtcr had they bytwyr bem tuo U 
Otwentryete Without amy mo 1 


his wenche tiureke/ x well ygrowe was 
with camoys nole and ercn grey as glas 


Ind (hc was prioude and pert 25 1; 

A full fepze(1ght was vpen hantwo 

An holy day befo:ne her woldebc ao 

with his typet ybounde aboutc hte herd 

Ind ſhe came after inagyte of reed 

And Symkyn had holen of the (ame 

Thcredurll no wight clepe her but fare | 
Was none ſo hardy that went br the wan | 
That with her dutſte ones tage co: 1 

But it he wolDe bet layne of Sr 

With pauade 0: with knvte 0: bor kn 

Jo iclous folk: ben perilous clue ny 

Ilgates they wolde ber wrucs t: 4 ; 
Ji eke allo fo: (be was lomoete. (moty iii 16 
She was as dygnc 45 water 41.4 0ycle 
Ind full of Hocour and of byti113ce 


Det thought alady( bulde ber tpare 1 


what to: het kynrcd and better ce 
Chat ſhe had lernce© /in the N onerve 


1 
Dauyng a chvidc 1 was otbalterett age # 
#'1cradellitlay and was a pꝛopet page 7 


Buttockes b;ode Fbicſtes rounde als ure 
But right tay:e was ber heer Þ writ nac ire 
The parton of the tounc to: (be was eye 
In purpole was to make het his yep ;s 


Bothe ot his catefl and ot his meſuage 
he made it ot het mariage 

Vis pu was fo to beſtowe het hyt 
Unto ſome wozthy blodt ot auncetrye 

odes muſt be (pended 

de / that is diſcended 
Therfo;ze/ he wolde his holy blode honour 
Though that de / holy chyꝛche (hulve deuour 
Gteat loken hath this myllet out of doute 
With whete a malte ot all this lande aboute 
And namclp/rhere was a great Colege 

Men clepeth it the (oler halle at Cambzcge 
There was het whete a eke het malte ygtoũde 


And ſtraun 


Fo: holy chezche 
On holy chyꝛche 


And ona day it happed in a ſtounde 


Spyckc lay the Mancipplil on a malady 

Men wenden wyl ly that he ſhulde dy 

Fro whomthis myllet ſtatc bothe mele + cone. 
An hundꝛed tyme moꝛt than he dyd bcto2ne 
Fo: there befo:e he ſtate but cutteyſ iv 

But nowe he was athefke outrageouſly 

fo: whiche the wardeyn chyd and made fare 


But therof (ct this myller nat a tare 


Lc crakcd taſt and ſwoe it was nat (0 


Than were thcre ponge ſcolets two 


That dweloen in this hall ol whiche I (ap 
Tcltyfeihey wete and luſty fo; to play 


And ont fo: bet mp2the and revelrye 
Apon the wardeyn bulply they crys 


To peue hem lcaue but a lytle ſtounde 
To goto myilc ⁊ le het cozne pgrounde 


And hatdcir chep durſt lap het necke 


Tuc myilet ſhulde nat ſtealc halfe apecke 

Of come byllcyght ne by foꝛcc hem reue 

And at the laſte the wardepn pafec hem leut 

7 ohft hight that one 2 Alcyn hight Þ other 
Ota towuc were they boꝛne p hight Sttodet 


Fet in the noꝛth I can nat tell where 
This Flepn maketh redp all his gere 


And on an hoꝛs the ſackes he caſt anon 
Fo:th goth Blepn the clerke/ + cke Johfi 
With good(werde and bokeler by his ſyde 
your ane we the way him nedyd non to gyde 
nd at the mylle the ſacke a downehelepth 
Aleyn ſpake fir(t/ all hayle Spmonde in feyth 
| Mode fares thy fay:c doughtet i thy wyfe 


n els he is afole/as derkes ſayne 


The Reues tale. 


Aleyn welcome / quod Symkyn by mp lyte 

And Jobfi alſo ho we nowe / what do ye here 
-  Symonde ꝙ John by god nede has no pete 
VN ym bus ſerue hum ſelfe that has no ſwayne 


2 

Our pll / I hope he woll be deed 

S wa w6:kcs aye/there wanges in his heed 

And thertoꝛe / J is come and this Men 

To gryndt out cozne/X caty it home agayn 
pꝛay you (pede vs hepn / in that pe map 

It ſhali be do quod Symkyn/bp my lay 

What wyll ye do whyles it is in honde 

Bp god re gut by the hoper wyll I ſtonde 

Quod John and ſe ho we the cozne golt in 

yet ſawe J neuet by nip fader ky | 

Howe the hoper waggos to and fro 

Ilepn an werd John woltethouſo - 

Than wyll J be beneth by mp crowne 

And le howe the mcalc falleg do wne 

In to the trough/th at (hall be my diſpoꝛte 

Fo: John in fapthe J may be of pour ſoꝛte 

Jig as yll a myllet / as is ye 

This myllet Imyled of het nycite 

And thought all this is done but fo: a wple 

They wene p noman may hem begyle 

But by my thꝛifte / ꝓet (hall Þ blete her eye 

Foꝛ all het ſleyght and het phploſlophye 

Te moꝛe qQueynteclerkes that they make 

The mo:eſhall Jſtele whan J take 

In ſtede offloure/yet wyll J yeue hem bzen 

The greategsclerkes/be nat wyſeſt men 

Is whylom t© the wolfc/thus (pake the mare 

Ok all her arte/ne counte I nat a tare 

Out at the doꝛe he goth full pꝛiuelp 

Whan that he (awe his tyme (oftely 

He lokcth vp + do wne tyll he hath founde 

Thele clerkes ho2s/ where he ſtode pbounde 

Behynde the mpylle/pnder a leefſell 

Ind to the hoꝛs he gothe fayze and well 

He ltrypeth ofthe bꝛidell right anone 

And whan the hoꝛs was lole he gan to gone 

T owarde the kenne where wylde maris tyn 

Joꝛth with wehy/th:oughthicke x thpn 

Chis myllet goth ayenino Woꝛde he layd 

But doth his note / with the clerkes plapd 

T yll that het cozne/ was faire ⁊ well grounde 

And whan the mcle is (acked + bounde 

This John goth fozth/x fynt his hoꝛs away 

And ganto crye harowe/and wela way 

Out hoꝛs is loſt / Aleyn by cockes bancs 

Step on thy fete come of man all at anes 

X{45 our wardeyn hath his palfrep lozne 

This Aleyn all fozgate/bothe miele i cone 

All was out of mynde his huſ bandꝛy 

What while wap is he gon / he gan cry 


The Reues tale. 


The wyke came rennyng/tnwarde at a tenne 
She ſayd alas / pout hoꝛſe goth to fenne 

With wylde mares as faſte as he may go 
wathanke come on his hande/P donde him ſo 
Ind he that better ſhulde haue knpt the repne 
Alas quod John / alas fo: Ctyſtes pcyne 

Lay downe thep (werde t J wyll myne all wa 
J is full ſwyfte god wote as is a tada 

By goddes ſale he ſhall nat eſcape vs bathe 
why ne had thou put the cappli in the lathe 

Ill hayle/by god Jleyuthou is a fone 

Thele ſelp clerkes haue well faſt yronne 

To warde the fenne bothe Alcyn + cke ohn 
Ind whan the myllete ſawe they were gone 
He halfe a buſſhell ot het flourc hath take 

Ind dad his wyke/go knede it in a cake 

He layd / Ittowe the cleckes were a fetde 

pet can à mpllete make aclerkes betde 

10 all het atte vet let hem go het way 

Lo where they gone ſo let the chyldꝛen ply 
They get him nat ſo lightly by my crowie 
Theſe ſely cletkes t ennen vp and bowne 
With kepe kepe/ſtode ſtonde/tolla ware detcre 
Go whyſtle thou there 1 Þ ſhall kepc him here 
ButCſhoztly/tyll it was veryly nyght 

They coude nat though they dyd all het might 
Her caple catche he tan alway ſo faite 

Tyll in a dpche they caught him at the laſte 
Wety and weet as beſt is in the ravne 

Cömeth Johfi the clerke/4 with him ane 
Alas quod John the day that was bone 
No we are we duuen tyll hethyng + tyllico:ne 
Our cone ts ſtole men wyll vs tolcs call 
Bothe the wardevn and our kelowes all 

And nameiy the m/ller well away 

Thus pleyneth John as he goth by the way 
To warde the mylle + bayarde on bis honog 
The myller ſytting by the fy2e he tonde 

Fo: it was night x ferthet might they nought 
But koꝛ the loue of god they him belought 

Ot hetboꝛowe and of cale às to: het peup 
The myllet ſaid agaync it there be any 
Suche as it is yet ſhull yt haue your partc 
Myne houſe is ſttayt but ye haue lerned arte 
yc can by atgumentes maken a place 

Imyle bꝛode ot twenty kote of ipace 

Let ſe now it this place wyll ſuſtyle 

Oz make it romet with ſpeche as 1s your gyſe 
Now limöde laid this Fohfi by (aint Cutberd 
Jy is thou mery/ + that is well ant werd 


' Swy' .cashe fpndes/ 02 (wylk as he b;inges 


Fhaue! cveC(ap/meCſhal take of twey thinges 


But! .ccyallp/ I pꝛay the hoſte ſo dete 

Get s lome meate tdunbe i make vs chere * 
An we wyll paye trewlp at the full 1 
With empty handes men map nat haukes tun! | 
Lo here my (plucr tedy fo; to ſpende 

Tis moller to che towne his doughter ſende . 
fo: ale and bꝛeed and coſted hem a goſe ; 
Ano boade het hoꝛs he ſhulde no moe a9 lole | 
$10 11 his owne chambc he made a vey ' 
Pichthctes + with chalons tanze yſ(picy I 

| 


« 4 * 28 " * 
. ˙ +, 0.400. rt tg F 


— 
— 4 
wy 


Nat fromhis owne bed ten fore 021 welue | 
is Doughter had a bed all by yer (lug | 
Night in tte lame chamber by and ; i 
it mighe de no vet and caule why 1 
Thete was no romer herbozo we inthe pl 2c4 | ; 


They ſuppen aud ſpeken hom of (olace 

Ind dꝛontzen cuct (tro19c alc 4066 

Jboute mydnight went eycy to tete 

well h ith this mollct veravitged his helm 

Full pale he was fo: D:onke and nat ters 

Depcreth and helpcketh tyo:owe the e 

Is hc were an the quacke ©: on the 701 5 

To ded he goche + with him gebe: = v 

Is any Jap wasC(hc light and 10, 

So was her toly whyſtcll well pwr 

Oe cradell at bet beddes fete was 

C 0rocken and to peuc the chylde tons; f 
Jide whanthatdawzen was (1 the crowne 

To bedde went the Doughter eight 313435 

Do bedde gothe Ileyn and ako o 
Cuctt was nomo:e there nedeth the 
This myllet hath ſo wyſelir dydbed alc . 
Chat as an ho:s (no:teth and l icpc 1 
Mae ot his taple behynde he tobe no gepe | 
His wyfc barc him a burton full Nronge 
Men might het routyng heten a furtoags 
Che wenche towted ee par company 
Flepn the clerke that het de this melody 
De ſpoked John andiardliicpeſt chou 

Het deſt thou cucrſvike 2 tonge oz nowe 
L 0 whylke a coplyngisatwencbem all 

X wyvidetyie vpon ber bodyes fall 
w'obherdecuertwplke a teriy hynge 

ve. they ſ hall haue the out of yll endonge 
Chis longe nyght thete tyd me no teſt 
But pet noko;ce althall be to: the bel 

Fo: John ſard lern all ſo moce Þ thzyuc 
Itthat T may pon wenche wyll | (wpuc 
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Wan 


r — mne de a gteued 


That in a ſhe be rcleued 
Out come is ſole/lothly it is no nay . 
And we haue had an pucil fptte to day 


This Johſi anſwerde Alepn/aupſe the 
The mpyllerec is a petlous man he ſayd 
And ik that he out of his (lepe abzayde 
He might do vs bathe a velony 
Aleyn anſwerde/J counte hun nataflye 
And vp he ryſt and by the wenche he crepe 
This wenche lap vp;1ght/x faſte aſlepe 
Tyll he ſo nye was/02(ye might aſpye 
That it had be co late fo: to crye 
And ſhoꝛtly foꝛ to tell they were at one 
Nowe play Aleyn fo: J wyll ſpeake of J ohfi 
This Johfi lyeth ſtyll a furlong wap o2 two 
And to him ſelfe he made routhe and wo 
Ilas quod he this is a wicked tape 
No we may J ſay that I is but an ape 
pct hath my ftlowe ſom what toꝛ his harme 
He hath the mollers doughter/in his atme 
He auntted him and hath his nedys ſpedde 
Ind j lye as a dꝛaf̃tſacke / in my bedde 
And whan this iapc is tolde another day 
(tall be holot a daffe a cokenap 
wyll a tyſe and auntre it be mp feyth 
Tnhardy is vnſeiy thus men ſeytij 
And vp he toſe and ſoftly he wente 
Unto the ctadyll ann in his arme it hente 
And bare it ſofte vnto his bedoc feet 
Sone after the wyfe / het routyng lect 
Aud gan awake and went her out to pyſle 
And came avene i gan het cradcll mylle 
And groped here + thcte / but ſhe fonde none 
Alas quod ſje I had aimoſt my(gone 
J had almoſt gone to the cietues bed 
Ep henediciie/than had I foule ſped 
/ Fadfoztheſye gothe tyll che the ctadyll fonde 
be gropeth alway fetthet with het honde 
And fonde the bed ⁊ tho 
By cauſe that the cradeil / by it tobe 
Andupſte where ſhe was foꝛ it was derke 


* 


The neues kale. 
laweſhapen bs And on this good Þyfe/bhe on ſoꝛe 
is a lawe chat (ayeth thus So merp — tull poꝛe 


gt nought but good 


He pꝛicked harde / and ſoze as he were mad 
This ioly lyfe/hauec theſe to clerkes lad 

T yll that the thyꝛde coct / began to ſynge 
Aleyn wert werp / in the dawnynge 

Fo he had (wonken/all che longe nyght 

Ind ſaydrate well / Malyn ſwete wyght 

The day is come / J map no lenget byde 

pet euetrmoꝛce / where ſo J go oz ryde 

J am thy owne clcrke/lo haue J hele 

Nowe dert lemman quod ſhe / go fare wele 
But 02 thou goſo thynge J wyll the tell 
whan Þ thou wendyſt homewarde / by p myll 
Night at entre/ſof the doze behynde 
Thouſhalt a cake of halfe abuſſhell fpnde 
That was made ot thyne owne mele 

Whiche that J holpe / my ſyʒe fog to ſtele 

Ind good lemman god the ſaue and kepe 
And with that woꝛde / almoſte (he gan to wepe 
Alepn vpꝛiſt / and thought oz that it dawe 

I wpll go crepe in / by my felawe 

Fad fonde the cradeil / with his hande anone 
By god thought he / all wzong haue J gone 
My heed is toty / om (wynke to night 
That maketh me / that J go nat a tight 
J wote well by the cradell / J haue mile go 
Hete lyeth the myllere / and his wpfe alſo 

And toꝛthe he gothe / a twenty dyuell wap 
Into the bed / there the mpller lay 

He wende haue cropen in / by his felowe Johft 
And by the myller / in he crepte anon 

Ind caught him by the necke/xſofte (pake 

He layd thou Johñ / thou (wpneſheed awake 
Fo: ctyſtes ſoule / and here a noble game 

£92 by that loꝛ dt / that called is ſapnt Jame 
As I haue thꝛpes / in this ſhoꝛte nyghte 

S wpued the myllers doughter/bolt vpꝛighe 
Wyhyles thbu haſt / as a cowarde be 
ye kalſe hatlot / quod the myllet haſte 

A fals ttaytout / fals clerke quod he 
Thou ſhalt be dted / by goddes dignyte 
Who durſt be ſo bolde / to dpſperage 
My doughter that is otſuche 1 e 

Anb by the thꝛote bolle / he caught Meyn 
And he hente him diſpptouſly agapn 

And on the nole / he (mote him with his fyſt 
Do wne tan the blody ſtreme / vpon his bꝛiſſ 
And in the tlooꝛe / with nole 4 mouth to bzoke 
They walowed as pygges do in a poke 


The cokes pꝛolo 


And vp they gon / and downe ayen anone 

Cyl] that ths myllere ſpomed at a ſtone 

Ind do wne he fpſ] bac warde on his wpfe 
dat wyſt nothpng of this nyte (tryfe 

Fo: ſhe was fall a ſlepe /a lytell wyght 

with Johan the clerke / þ waked had all nyght 
And with the fall out / ot her (lepe ſhe bꝛeyde 
Helpe holp croſſe / of Bꝛomehom (he yd 

In manus tuas / to the loꝛde I call 

I wake Oymonde / the fende is on me fall 
Myne hert ts bzoken/ helpe I am but deed 
Therelyeth one on mp wombe/and on mp heed 
Helpe Symkyn oz the fals clerkesfyght 
This Johan ſtert vp as faſte as he myght 
And graſped by the walles to and fro 

To kynde a (taffe/and ſhe ſtert vp alſo 


Ind ne we the efters/bet than dpd this Johan 


And by the wall / a taffeſhe toke anone 

And ſawe a lytet|ſhymerpng of a lyght 

Foz at an hole / in ſhone the mone brpght 

And by that lyght / ſhe (awe hem bothe t wo 
But ſitzerly ſhe nyſte / who was who 

And as ſhe ſawe a white thyng in het eye 

And whan ſhe gan this white thyng aſpye 
She wende the clerke had werpd a volupter 
And with the taffe/ſbed:ewe ay nere and nete 
And haue hyt this Ilepn at tde full 

Aud (mot the myllet / on the pilled (kull 

And do wne he goth / and ctyed hatowe Þ dye 
The clerkes bete hym well / and let hym lyt 
And greyden hem / and tobe hcrhoaſe anone 
And eke her mele | and on her wap they gon 
Ind at mylle do2eſyet they coke her cake 

Of halte a buſſhefl flour / well ybake 

Thus is the pꝛoude mpllex well pbete 

Ind hath loit the gryndby'1g of the whete 

Ind papde foz the (uppec eucrydell 

Of Aleph and of Johan that bete hym well 
Nis wyle is (wyued and his doughtcr als 
Lo ſuche it is a myllet to be fals 

And therto / this pꝛouerbe is ſayd full ſoche 
Hym date nat wene well / that euyll dothe 
A griout chan hym Celfe begyled be 

And god thatſythygh in mateſte 

aue an this companp / great and in ale 
Thus haue Iqupt / the mpller in my tale. 


C.Thus endet the Reues tale / and here 
after begynneth the Cokes 
paologue, :FIyvDd 


Y coke of London/wh,le the Reue ſpake 
Taz toy he thought he cla wed hÞ on f bake 
4 ha quod he fo: Chꝛiſtes owne paſſion 

s myllet hath aſharpe concluſion 
pen bis argument ot herbegage 
Well ſayth Salomon in his langage 
Ne kyng nag cuety man in thy houſe 
oz qerberoupng bynyght / ts periouſe 
Well cught a man auyſcd foz to be 
Whom that he bꝛyng tn to his p: tutte 
engel god ſo tue me ſoꝛo we and care 

F eucr ſich that IJ byghe Dobge of wars 
Herde I mwller bet pſet a werke 
De hen ape of malict tn the verke 
Bur 040 foꝛbede that we ſtynten here 
Atv Herfo2e if pe voucheſaufe to hire 
A tale of me that am a poze man 

woll vou teil as welas TJ can 

lyti ll Jape/that fl! in our cyte 
Cr gdoſt anf werd lard Þ graunt tt 4 
Ne eu teil on Roger loke that tt be 0007 
0 many a paſtp vaſt thou letc blood 


Ano manp a tacke of Doucr haſt thou (5/54 


T hat had be twys hote and twps colve 

Ot, manp a ptlgrtme/haſl chou Cotes cures 
Fo: ct thy petieiy / yet fare they the weg 
That they haut eten/with the ſtubded gh 
Fo in thy ſhop is many a flyc ſos 

Nowe tell on gentp!l Roger by thy 7 4777 
But J pzap the be nat wioth fo: game 
Aman may ſay full ſothe in game and y cy 
Cho ſayſt (oth lapd Roger by my fey 
Butioth pley quade plcy as the t meng (att 
Aud thetfoze Hattp bally y thy ferch 

Be thou nat woꝛth / ar we departen hett 


. Though that my tale be of an hoſtillete 


But natheles J wyll nat teil it pet 

33.1t 0: we depatt I wys thou (halt be quyt 
vnd her with all he laugh and made chett 
3 {apd hits tale às pe (bull after bete. 


Z CAS: xd 


Chere'endeth the Cokes 
pꝛologe and begyn⸗ 
neth bis tale. 
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Pꝛentyſe whylom / dwelt in our cpte 

Of craft of vitayllers was he 
As gaplard he was as goldfynche in the ſhawe 
Boum as a dety a pꝛopꝛe ſhoꝛt fela we 
Wird lockes J kembed full fetouſly 
Daune de coude well and tolyly 
dan he was cleped Perkyn ceuctour 
De was as full of loue and paramour 
Fs is the byur full of honp (wete 
Well was the wenche / that wi hym myght lepe 
And at euety bꝛydale wolde de ſyng and hoppe 
He joued better the neythet ende than Þ (hoppe 
Fo: whan there any tydyng was in Chepe 
Out of the (hoppe thpder wolde he lepe 
Ty!! that he had ali th ſight pſeyn 
And daun(cd well / he wolde nat come ayen 
And gadꝛed hym a mepne of his ſoꝛt 
To hoppe and ſyng and make ſuche diſport 
And there they ſet deuene fo to mete 
To phepen at the dyſe in ſuche a ſttete 
Fo: in che towne was there no pꝛentyſe 
That fapzer couthe caſte a pcyꝛe of dyſe 
Than Perkpn coude and therto he was fre 
Of his diſpence/in place of p:yuite 
Cat onde dis maiſter / well in his chaffare 
Fo; oftyme he fonde his bor full barc 
Fo; ſhoztiy a p2entyſe that is a teuelout 
Chat haunteth dp(c/ ryote / and patamout 
is maiſtet ſhall it / in his ſhoppe abye 
M baue he no part of the mpnſtralcye _ 
z- Foz theft and riote / thep be conuextibyll 


All can he pleye on qgyterneo2 rybybpll 
Keuell and trouthe as in a lo we degre 

They be full wzoth alda / as men maple 
This tolp pꝛentiſe with dis mailker ſtode 
Cyll he was nere out of his pꝛentyſhode 

All were he ſnybbed / bothe erly and late 

And ſomtyent led with reuell to Newgats 
But at laſte bis maiſtet hym bethought 
Mhon a dap / whan he his paper ſought 

Upon a pꝛouetbe that ſayth this ſome wozbe 
Well bet is toten appyl out of hoꝛde 

C ban that he toten / all the temenaunt 

So kateth it by a riotous ſeruaunt 

At is full ſuſſe hatme | to let hym pace 

Than he ſhulde / ali the ſeruauntes in the place 
Che tfoꝛe bis ma:ſtet pat hym aquytaunce » * 
And dad hym go! with ſoꝛo we and myſchaunce 
And thus this Jolp pꝛentiſe / had his leue 
Ao we let hym rtot all the nyght 02 leue 

And there is no there / withouten a louke 

That belpeth hym to waſte and ta ſlouke 

Ok that he bꝛybe can 02 baco we may 

Anon he ſente his bed and dis arap 

Unto a comppete of his owne ſoꝛte 

That loueth dyſe / ciote / and diſpoꝛte 

Ind had a wyfe / chat helde fo: contena unc 

I ſhop/and (wpued foz her ſuſtenaunce. 


C.Thus endeth the Cokes tale / and hers 
after foloweth the man of 


la wes pzologue, 


we _ 


Che man of la wes pꝛo c. 


OR. hoſt ſa we wel / that by the b:tght(onne 
The arke of his artifici all day had tonne 
The fourthe parte / and halte an hout and moꝛe 


Aid though he were nat / deppeſt ſtert in loꝛc 
Ne wyſte well it was the.rvii. day 

Of Apꝛillſ that is meſſanget to May 

And ſawe well / that the ſhado we of cuerp tree 
Was as / in length of the lame quantiæx 

That was the body erect / that cauſed it 

And therfoze/bp the ſhadowe he toke his wyt 


That Phebus/ which thatſhon ſo clete x bztght 


Degrecs was.irv. clomben on hepght 
And foz that dape / as in [aiitude 

t was ten of the clocke he gan conclude 
nd lodenly / he plepght his hoꝛſe aboute 


Lozdynges quod he I warne pou all the route 


Che fourthe parte of this Daye is gon 
Nowe fo: the loue of god and ſlaynt Johan 
Leſe no tyme as fozthe as pe map 

KL 01dpng 
Ind ſteleth fro vs / what pꝛiuely ſlepyng 

And what/thurgh negligence in our waynq 


As dothe the ſreme that turneth neuet agapn 
Deſcendyng fro the mountayn in to the plepn 


well can Seneke/and many a philoſopher 
Bewaplentyme/moze than golde in cofcx 
Foz loſſe of cateN/may recouered be 

But loſſe of tyme ſhendeth bs quod he 

It wyll nat come ayen / withouten de de 


Ao moe than wol Balkpnes maydenhede 
Whun tqat (he hath [ol it in her wantownelle 


Let vs nat mowſipn thus in Jdeineſle, 


pe man ot lawe quod be ſo daue re bits 


e Te vs a tale anone as foꝛ warde 18 
pc be ſubmttte d th2ough yout fre allent 
To ſtanden in this caſe at my tugement 
Acquyte pou no we of pour deheſt 

Than haue ye do / your deuott at the teft 
Hooſt quod de / de pardieur Je aſſent 

To bzcke fozwarde is nat myneentent 
Beheſt dia dette / and I wolde holde fayne 
Ill my beheſt! I can no bettet ſaynt 


Fo: ſuche la we as a man apueth another wight 


be (hulbe bymſelfe vie it by bat 

Thus woll out tert/butnathelcs certayy 

IJ can ryghtnowe no thꝛytty tale (cyn 

T hat Chaucer/though he can but lewblp 
On metres and on eympng craftely 
Dath(apd hem in ſuche Gnglyliltc as be can 
Of oldetpme/ as knoweth many a man 
Ind it he ne hath nat layd hem levue bother 


the tyme waſteth bothe nyght x day 


In ob .:/be hath ſapd hem in nothet 

Fo: heath tolde/oflouers vp and doun 

Mo jan Outde made of mencion 

In ts epyſtles that ben full olde 

wat ſhulde I tell bem (ith they be toldte 
n pongth he made of Ceps of Acton 
nd (ith he hath ſpoken of cuetytchon 


Theſe noble pues and theſe noble lourrs tts 


Who (o that woll his large bolume lebe 
Cleped the (ayntes lyucs of Cupyte 
Thete map he (e the large woundes wydt 
Of Lucrece and of Babtlonc Tilbe 
The (werde of Dyds | fo: the falle Cnet 
The tree of Phtſllcs force Demophen 
The playnt of Dpancrec and of Veto 
Of Adꝛpant and cke of Vſipyyic 

Che bateyn Je ſtandeng 11 the (re 


The dzeynt Liander fo: his crro 


The teares of Sterne 219 ke the wo 

Ok Bulepdt and of Ladomee 

The ctuelte of the que ic Pedeg 

The lytelſ chyldꝛen hangyng by the 11118 
Fo:thy Jaſon/that was of louelo fails 
Cpp;mpyſtra/ Penclopt and Alceſte 

your wpfhode/ cõtnendrung Sith the ©: tx 
But certepnly/ no wo2De nic wilteto be 

Of that wycked crample ok C anac? 
That loucd het owne baother (pf lp 
Of whiche curſed (tozyes/ Ila tyc 

£2: ellegs of Tirus Ippolonius 

No we that the curſed kyng Aneocyu® 
Beraft his doughter of bet mapdent;e 59 
Thatigsſohozriblea tate fo: to reve 

\vhan de het tt we dpon the patent 
And therkoze be full of auflement 

Wolde neuet wiicte in nont of dis lemon 
Of luche vukynde abdommacions 

Ne woll none tederſe tf that I map 

But of my tale what ( dulde I do this day 
Me were full lothe de hene d doaties 
Co Myles that men clepe Picrides 
Methamoꝛpbolcos wot what J incane 
But natheleg Jrecke nat a bene 

Cho I coins aftet dym | with hawe pbake 
F (peke tu pꝛole and let bym tymts make 
Ind with that wo:de be with a (obze chers 
Beganhistale/as ye (hull attet dete. 


C Here endeth the pzologue/and begyrmeth 


the talc of the man of lawe. : 8 
E. u. 
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With e<2iQ1colde!/3 huiger ſo cofounded And as wyſe folke/pe knowe all the ſtate ' 
To aſken belpe!theſhameth in thy bert Of reygnes/ye ben faders of tydinges 
It thou none aſke / wi nede art thou fo woũded And tales/bothe of peace and of debate 
That verynede bawꝛappetꝭ all thy woundes were ryghtnowe of a tale deſolate 
Wager thynheed p muſt foz indigice (yd NAerethat a matchaunt gon is many a pere 
Oz ſieie oz begge oz dozowe thy diſpence. Me taught a tale che whtche that yeſhall here, 


Thou biameſt Chiſt / and ſayſt full bytterſy 112 Surry whtlom/buelled a company 


Oe ee eager of poucrt ye ſekyn lande and ſee/fo2 your wynnpynges 


He mtſdepareeth ticheſſe tempoꝛail Olk chapmen ricye/and thertoſad x tene 
Thyne nepghbour thou wyteſt ſynfullp That wyde were (enten thetr (picerp 

Ind layſt thou daſt to lite and be hath all Clothes of golde/ and ſatyn of hewe 
ParfasCſapſt thou ſaomtyme he tenen (hall Her chaſfare was ſo truſtp and ſo newe 


Wuhan that his taple ſhall bzenne in the glede T gat euery wyght; hat deynte to chattate 
Foz he nat detpeth / the nedetull in het nede. with hem / and cke tb lellen hem her ware, 


Heike what is the ſentence of the wyſe Ao we fy it/that the maiſte :s of the (o2t 
Bet is to dpen/than to haue indigence Naue ( bapen hem to Rome foꝛ to wende 
Thy ſeite nenghbout woll the deſpiſe were it koꝛ chapmanhod oz koz viſpozt 

It thou be poze/farewel! thy reverence None other meſlagt / wolde they thyder ſende 
pet of the Wpſe man / take this ſentence But came hemleſfe to Rome thts is the ende 


That all che dayes of po men ben wycke And in ſuche place / as thought hem auauntage 
Be watætdettoze 0; thou come to the pꝛike. Foz her entent they takyn her berbygage 


f thay de po / thy bꝛothet hateth the Sotourned haue theſe matchauntes in 5 toun 
alltyp rendes flye fro the alas A cettayn tyme / as fyll fo; het pleſaunte 


D ryrhemarchaunces/full of wele ye be But ſo befyll chat the excellent cenoun 
- © noble /o pzudent folke as in this cas Of the emperours daughter / dame Cuſtannce 
.- pour benatfyſled with ambes aas Renoꝛted was / with euetp citcumſtaunce 


dat rennerhy tn your chaunce U1co theſe Surtens marchatites/tnſucy wyſe 
mowe pe daunct. Ito dap to day / as Jſhall pou deuyſe. 


2 
4r 
+ 


This was the cõmon bopce of eyerp man 
Our emperout of Rome/god hym ſe 
A doughter hath that ſith the woꝛlde began 
Co treten / as wel her goodneſſe as her beaute 
Was neuer ſuche anothet as was ſhe 
pꝛay to god / in honour het ſuſteyne 
d wolde ſhe were / ol all Europe the quene. 


In her is bygh beaute without p2ide 
pougthe without gryefe 02 folly 

To all het woꝛkes / vettue is het gyde 
Humbles bath Caſe in het all tyꝛenny 
She is a mirrour of all curteſy 

Het hett is very chamber of holyneſſe 
Het hande miniſtet of fredom foz almeſſe. 


Ind all this boyce is ſothe as god is trewe 


But no we to putpoſe / let vs tutne ag ayn ſnewe 


Thiſe matchautes haue do fraught het ſhippes 
And whan thep haue the bliſfuſl mayde ſtyn 
Home to Hurry ben they went agapn 

And done her nedes/ as they han do poze 

And lyucn in wele/Jcanſap no moze, 


Nowe fyll it / yt theſe marchaũtes ſtode in grace 
Of dym that was the ſo wdan of Surry 

fo! whan that they come fro any ſtraũge place 
He wolde hym lelfe / ol his benigne curteſp 
Matze hem good chere and buſylp aſpp 
Tidyuges of ſundꝛy regnes for to lete 

The wondzes that they mygijt ſe 02 Here, 


Among other thynges ſpecialiy 

T beſe marchaũtes haue told of dame Cuſtaũ⸗ 
So great nobleſſe / in ecneſt cet ioull y (ce 
That this ſowdan hath caught ſo gret pleſauce 
To haue her figute in his rememb2aunce 

T hat all his tuſt and all his buſy cure 

Was fo2 to loue het / whiles his Iyfe map dure. 


Patauenture / in that large boke 

Whiche men clepe the heuen /pwzptte was 
with ſterres oz that he his byꝛthe toke 
That he fo: loue ſhulde haue his deth alas 
7oꝛ in the ſtertes cleret than is the glas 
Is w:ttten god wote who ſo coude it rede 
The dethe of euety man / wit houten dꝛede. 


In ſtertes many a wynter there bekoꝛmne 
Was wzytte the deth of Hectoz and Ichilles 


Che man of la wes ta 


Of P mpep Julius oꝛ thep were borne 
The irife of Thebes/and of Hercules 
Of Samp(ſon/Turnus/and Socrates 
Te dethe/but mennes wyttes be (0 dull 
T hat no wyght can tede it at full. 


This ſowday fo2 his pꝛiuy counſeſſ (cnt 

And ſhoꝛtiy on this mater fo: to paſſe 

Dehath to hem declared his entent 

Ind ſapd hem certeyn but be might haue grace 
To haue Cuſtaunce/ with in a lytcl! ſpace 

He nas but deed and charged hem on Hye 
Toſhapen fozhym ſome teme dye 


Diuers men/dtuers thynges erden 
They atgumentes caſtcn vp and down 
WBany aſubty!lreaſon fo:the they ay Don 
Theyſpake of maqgtke and abuſton 

But finally. as in this concluſion 
Thcpcannatle/ in thatnone auguntige 
Nein nome other way (auc in Matias. 


Thanſawe they therinſuche difficulte 

By wap of reaſon'tolpeke all playn 
Bycauſe that there was (uche diver! ite 
Bytwire her bothe la wes that hep [477 
They trowe that no chiulker p11 wot tap 
\wedden his chylde vndet our lawes wetes 
That vs was taught by mahonde ont pg. 


Andhe an(werd hem / rather than 7 


Cuſtaunce J well be ch:yſtened dovur!cs 


JF mote be hers! I map none other chele 

J p:ay you holde your argumentes in pers 
Saucth mp lyft and de nat rechcics 

To geten here that hath mp lyfe in cure 
Fo: inthts wo! Imap nat longe crwure, 


What nedeth greatcr dilacton 

J (ap by treatiſe and enbalſetrp 

Ind by the popes mcdtact or 

Ind all che churche/and al! the chtualey 
That in deſtruction of mawinetry 
Ind in enctees of C h:i\ſtes la we dere 
They be acco;ded ſo as pe (hull here, 


Howe that the ſowden and bis haconage 

Ind all bis lieges ſhull chꝛiſtened de 

Ind de ſhall haue Cuſtaunce in mariage 

And cetteyn golde Inat what quantite 
Suu. 
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Che ſame accozde was [wozae in eythet ſyde 
Nowefapze Cuſtaiice/almyghty god the gyde. 


Nowe woldeſome men went as Jgdle 

That Jſbulde tell al the purueyaunce 

That the empecour of his great nobleſſe 

Dath ſhape foz his dougheer date Cuſtaunce 
Weil may men knowe/thatſo great oꝛdenauce 


Map no man teil / in a clauſe 
As was ataped / fo: ſo hygb a cauſe 


Byſſhoppes ben ſdapen / with her fozto wendet 
Loꝛdes / ladyes | knyghtes of greatrenoun 
And other folkc pnough/ this is the ende 


And notifped is thꝛough out the toun 


That euety wyght/ with great deuocioun 
Syulde pꝛay Chꝛiſt / that he this matiage 
Receput in gre / and ſpede this vyage . 


The day is tome of het depattyng 
F (ap the wokull dape fatall is come 


That there map be no lenget tatyeng 

But foꝛwarde they dꝛeſſe hem all and ſome 
ich ſoꝛo we all out tcome 
Full pale arvſeth and dꝛeſſeth her to wende 
Fo; well lit wote/ there ts none other ende 


Jag what wonder it is though ſhe wepte 


Cuſtauntce that 


That ſhalbe ſent to ſtraunge nacion 


. Fro frendes that her ſo tenderlp kepte 


And tobe bounde vnder lubiection 


Of one ſhe knoweth nat the condicion 
Huſbandes ben all good and haue be poze 
That knowe wyucs / I date ſap no moze 


Father ſhe ſayd / thy wꝛetthed chylde Cuſtaũce 
Thy ponge doughter foſtred vp ſo ſofte 
Ind pe mp modet m (ouerayn pleſaunce 
Ouer all thyng/ out take Chbaiſt on lofte 
Cuſtaunce pour chylde / het recomaundeth ofte 
e1nto your grace foꝛ J ſhall to Surrye 
Ne (hall I neuet ſe pou mozc with eye 


Nas ſvnto the barbartke nacion 
Imull anon i ſyth that is your wyll 


But ci ui thatdyed foz our redempcion 
Do peue megraceſhts beſtes to fulfy? | 
- I wzetchedwoman/no fozce though Jſpell 


'* The man ot lawes tale. 


Woman are boꝛne / to thꝛaldom and penaunce 
And to be vnder mannet gouernaunce. 


Itrowe at Trope/ whan Cutnus bꝛak the wal 
Of JY!ton/noz bzent was Thebes the cyte 
Neat Rome foꝛ the harme thurgh Haniball 
That Komayns hadde venquyſſed tymes thze 
Nag hevve ſuche tender wepyng foz pytte 

As was in the chamber / fo: her departyn 
But fozthc ſhe mote / whether (he wepe 03 
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O firſte mouyng ctuell firmament 

with thy diurnall ſwegh / that crowdeſt ay 
And huttelyſt all fro Eeſt io occident 

That natutally wolde holde anothet way 
Thycrowdyng let the heuen in ſuche atap 
At the begvnnyng of this teyrs viage 

That cruell Mats /hath ſlavne this martage. 


O inkoꝛtunat / aſcendant to tuous 

Ok whiche the loꝛde is helples fal alas 

Out of his angle in to the thyꝛdt hous 

Of Mats / Ooccitaler as in this cas 

O kedle mone / vnhappy be chy pas 

Thou kneyteſt the there ſthou att nat receyued 
Therk thou were well / fro thens att Þ wepued, 


Impꝛudent emperour of Rome alas 
was there no philoſopher in thy toun 

Is no tyme better than another in this cas 
Ok viages is there none election 

Namely to foltze of hygh condicion 

Nat whari a tote is of a bitthe phno we 
Alas we ben to lew de and elles to lo we. 


Co ſhyppe is bzought this wotull fayze mapde 
Dolempnely with cuerp ctrcumſtaunce 
Nowe Jeſu Chuſt be with pou all ſhe ſapde 
here is no moe dut fate well fapze Cuſtaũce 


She peyneth het ſelfe / to make good cötenaũce 


Ind fozthe J let her ſaple / in this manet 
And tourne apen I woll comp mater 


The modet of the ſowdan welle of vices 

A pyed hath het ſones plapns entent 
Howe he wolde let his olde (acrifices 

And ryght anon/ſhe fo: her counſell ſent 
And they come to knowe / what ſhe ment 
And whan aſſembled was this foſke in fere 
She let het do wne and ſapdas pe ſhall here, 


Lo:Dyngesquod ſhe / ye knowe well eucrichon 
Howe that mp (one is in popnt fo; to lette 

«The holy la wegs of aur Alcaton 

ytuen dy goddes mellanger Machomete 

Btit one a vowe / to the great god Jhete 

The lyfeſhall rather / out of mp hody ſtett 

O; Machometes la we igo out of my hett. 


what ſhulde vs tidyn of this newe la we 
But thꝛaldom to out bodp / and penaunce 
Ind alter warde / in hell to be dꝛawe 

oꝛ we renped Mahounde our creaunce 
But loꝛdes / wyll ye make aſſutaunce 

Is I ſhali ſap / aſſentyng to my loze 

Ind Jthall make vs (auf foz eurrmo:e 


Thepſlwome and aſſented cuery man 

To lyue with her 4 dye and dy her lande 
And cueriche in the beſt wyſe that he can 
To ſtrength her | ſhall his frendes konde 
As (he that hath this cmp2pſe take on hond 
Whiche ye (hull hert / as Jſhull deviſe 

Ind to hem allſhe ſpake in this wyſe 


Me ſhull vs firſte fayne/ chꝛiſtendome to take 
Colde water ne ſhall vs greue but 8 lyte 

And J ſhall ſuche a feſte and a teuell make 
That as Ittowe I ſhall the lowden quyte 
Fo: though his wyfe be criſtened neuer ſo white 
Sbe ſhall haue nede to waſſhe away the tede 
Though lhe a fount full of water with het lede 


Oſowdannes tote of intquite : 
Utirago/tt.ou Samaritan theſeconde 
Olerpent vader femintatte 

plyke bnto the ſerpent / depe in hell pbounde 
O ktpned woman all that may confounde 
Ucrtue and imiocence thurgh thy malice 

y bꝛed is in the / as neſt of cuerp vice 


O Sathon enuious / (yt: that day 

That thou were chaced from our hetitage 

Well knoweſt thou to women the olde wap 
Thou madeſt Eue/to bzyng vs in ſetuage 
Thou wolt foꝛdon thts chꝛiſten mariage 
Thu inſtrument/ſo well away the whyle 
Wakeſt thou of women wha thou wylt begyle 


Thisſowdancſe/ whom J thus blame x werp 
Letp:tuclp/bher counſell go het a wap 


Theman of lawes fal- 


What ſ ide Tlenger / in this tale tarp 
HShe oethto the ſowdan ons dap 

And ayd to hym that ſe wolde teny her lap 
An' chziſtendome of p:eſtes hande fonge 
Bcycntyhg het that ſhc hethen was lo longe 


Beſechyng hym to do het that honour 

Chat (he myght haue the chziſten to xc to feſte 
Co pleſen hem J well do my labour 
Thelowdenlaptyh Iny do at rourheſte 
And knelyng thanked her of that requeſte 
Sogladhe wis he nyſtc what toſap 

S be kpfſed het lone home ſhe goth het wa 


Iryued be this chꝛyſten folke to lende 

In Durrp! with a greatſolempne tente 
And haſtely/this Soudan ſent bis le de 
Firſt co his mother / +15 al! the reane a5 11t 
Ind(aid/his wyfe wan come without pou 
Ind pꝛaped het to tyde ayenſt che gun. 
The honout of his ret gac totuſtens 


Great was the p:eaſe and tiche ws 


Of Siurryens / and of Goemapns w , 


Recepucth her with all gladde cher 

Is any mother mpght bet doughtet 5576 
And to the nert cytie there beſyde 

IJlolfte pale ſolempneiptheptyde 


Noughttrowe J thettyvump hes, 
Ok whiche that Lucan maketh lyoye 50 
Was ryalſer/ ne moe cutrous 

Chan was the aſſemble of this d e ho 
But this Dcozpton/ thts wicked go! 

Thc Soudanneſſe fo; all ber fl ater: 
Call vader this/ full moꝛtally to ng 


Che Soudan cometh hymſelke ſone after this 


/ Soropally/ that wonder was to tell 
And welcometh her with tope and biys 


Ind thus in tore and bly(Te Tt ern del 
Che krute of cucry talc 1$!02torelt |» 

Pen thought it wha!: cyre came fo: the belt 
Tbat teuell to lynt and ko; to go to tell 


Che tyme came this olde Seudanmeſle 
Oꝛdarned bath this fecf} of whiche I tolde 
Ind to the feeſt Cbꝛiſſen men delle 

In genetall bothe pong and olds 
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The man ot lawes tale. 


There na mentiaſte / and feſte beholde 
Lud deyntes / mo than I can deutſe 
But ail todere / they bought it ere they tyſe. 


O ſodeyn woſtyat euet art ſucteſſout 
Co wozldelp bliſſe (pzepnt with byttetneſſe 
The ende of thetope/and of our woꝛldly labout 
Wo occuppeth the fyn of out glavneſle 
Herken this coanſell fo; — 

Upon thy day / haue in thy mynde 
a — Wh cometh the behpude. 


Foz ſhoztlp to tell / at o woꝛd: 
Theſowdan and the chꝛiſten euertchone 
Ben al! to hewen/and (ttked at the bozde 
But it were onely dame Cuſtannce alone 
oy olde (o wdonneſſe curſed crone 

R 


Of whiche thy lynes fepthfully extende 
Me kepe and prue me my lyfe tamende. 


yetes and dayes y flett this creature 

Tho we out the ſee of greke/tn to the ſtraytt 
Of Warroke/ as it was het auentute 

O manp a ſoꝛy meeil may ſhe bayte 

Ifter hevdethe full oft map (he wapte 

Oꝛ thatthe wylde wawes wolde her dꝛyue 
Unto the place / where that (he (hall attpue. 


Men mogh aſke/ why ſhe was nat ſlayne 
Eke at the feſte who mpght her body laue 
And J anſ were to that demaunde agayne 
w/o (aued Daniell / in the hoꝛtible caue 

T here eucrp wyght wert he maiſter 02 nau: 
Was with the lyon fret 02 he aſtert 


wt her frendes there/ don this curſed dede «No wyght but god / that ſhe bare in het hett. 


Foz (he hcrſelfe wolde all the countte lede, 


Ne there was Sutteyn none pt was coucrted 
That of the counſcil of the Sowdan wote 

T hat he nas a!! to hewen/ 02 hc aſtetted 

And Cuſtaunce haue taken anone full yote 
Ind tn a ſhyp ſterrles goo it wote 

T bep haue het ſet and byd her lernt to ſaylt 
Out of Durrype / 8gapnwarde in to Itayle 


I certepn treaſour / that ſhe thy der ledde 

Ind ſothe to larn bitayil great plente 

T bey haue her yeue / and clothes ent (he hadde 
And foithe ſhe ſlavled in to the ſalt (ce 

O my Cuſtaunce full of beniqnite 

O emperours pong doughtce dere 

De that is lozbe duet foztune be thy ſtere, 


She bleſſed het and with full pitous vops 
Unto the ctoſſe of Chꝛiſt thus ſayd ſhe 

O clere / O welefull auterholp crops 

Reed of the lambes blode full of pytie 

That wefſhelt the wo:idefro olde iniquite 
Wefro the fende and fro his clawes kept 
That day that Jſhall dꝛenche in che depe. 


V ictozious tree of pzotection trewe 

Tha onely were worth foz to bete 

The kyng of heuen with his woundes newe 
The white lambe! that hurt was with a ſpete 
Flewer of fendes/ out of hym and hete 


God lyſt to ſhewe his wonderfull miracle 

In het fo we ſhulde ſe his mpghty werkes 
Chziſt that is ofeuerp harme triacle 
Becertapn meanes / as knowen clerkes 
Dothe thyng i / that foꝛ certapn ende full derk is 
To mannes wyt / that foz our Ignoꝛaunce 

Ne can nat nome / his pzudent putuepaunte. 


Nowe ſith that ſhe nas / at the feſte yſlaws 
who kepte ber fro d:enchpag in the (ce 
Who kepte Jonas in the fyſſhe mawe 
T yl! he was ſpouted out at Ayniue 
Well map men knowe / it was no wyght but he 
That kepfe the peopie/heb:ayke fro dzenchpng 
with dꝛye fote c<zoUgh out the (ee paſſyng, 


Whe hath thefoure ſpitites of tempeſt 

That power haue to annoyen lande and ſes 
Bothe Nozth and South / weſt and Ceſt 
Innopeth nepther lande /houſe/ne tree 
Sothly the cõmaunder of that was be 
Thatfro the tempeſt av this woman kepte 
Is well whanſhe woke / as whan ſhe ſlepte. 


. where mpght this woman mea:e 4 dʒynk haus 


Thie pete and moe / laſteth her bitaple 
Who fedde the Egipcian Mar tn the caue 
Oꝛ in deſett / none but Chꝛiſt ſauns faple 
Fpue thouſandefolke it was great meruaple 
With loucs fyue/ and fyſſhes two to fede 

God ſente his fopſon / at het greatnede , 


HShe dꝛyue hfoꝛthe in to our occtan 
Choꝛowe out our wylde ſee tyll at the laſ 
under an holde that nempne Ine can 

Jet in Ro thumdetiande / the wa wes her caſt 
And in the lande / the (hyp ſticked ſe raft 

That thenſe woſde it net all that tyde 


The wyll o Chiſt was tie te ſhe ſhulde abyde 


The conſtabſe of the caſtell downe is fate 

To ſe this wake / and all the ſhyp be ſought 
Ind konde this wery woman full of care 

De konde alſo / the treaſout chat ſhe bzought 
In her langage / mercy ſhe beſought 

The (pfe out of het body foꝛ to twynne 

Het to delyuet cut of p wo that ſhe was pune, 


Z maner latyn co:rupt/ was her ſpeche 

But algates there by was ſhe bnderſtande 
The conſtable, whan hym Iyſtnolengerſeche 
This wokull woman/bzougtthe to lande 


he kneleth downe / 3 thanketh chꝛiſtes lande 


But what (be was / (ſhe wolde to no manſeyt 
Foz foule ne fayꝛe / though ſhe lhulde deyt. 


She ſayd ſ de wu ſo maſed in the ſee 

That (he foꝛgat het mynde bp her trouthe 
Theconſtablchath of het ſo great pyte 

And eke his wpfe/that wepen ſoꝛt fo; routhe 
She was ſo diltgent / without ſlouthe 

Do ſerut and pleaſe / eueriche in that place 
That all her luce ſtdat onen in het face, 


The conſtabſe and dame Hermegild. his wyke 


Werte paynyms / and that countre cue ty where 
But Hermegildt loued her/rpght as hee lyfe 
And CTafſtauncehath(olong/y(otourncd thers 
In oztſon/ with many a bptter teaee 


Tyll Jeſus hath conuettedi tough his grace 
Dame Nermeqilde / the conſt ableſſc of p place. 


In all that lande / no chitſten durſte route 

Ill chꝛiſten men be fledde frothat countre 
CThꝛougd papnyms / that conquered all aboute 
The ropaln'e/as well by lande ad be (ee 

To Wales than fledde tre chziſtiantte 

Ot olde Butons dwelyng in that Jie 

Th-re was no tktute forthe me ante why le. 


But pet nere chꝛiſten B:ttons ſo eriled 
Hat chete nate (ome in het pꝛiuuc 


The man of la wes tale 


Donou' o Chztſt and betten toll e beniied 
And n gb the caſteil ſuche there dwellt d tha 


Tha" one of hem was blynde and my nt nat (4 


But were with thylke cren of his mynde 
With whiche they ten / after men be blyndt. 


B2yght was the ſonne as ta ſomets d ap 
Fo: whiche the tonſtabſe and his wyft alſo 
Ind Cuſtaunce hath take the tyghꝰ way 

To warde theſet à furlonge way 0; two 

To plapen and to tomen to and fro 

Ind in this walke thehlpade man thep mette 
Croked and olde with cyen faſt pſherte 


In the name of Chit cryed this btton 
Dame Dcermegittocſyeue me myſpJl/i a0 2771 
This lady war afrayd of that ioun 

Leſt that Her huſbande ſhorty for teen 


Wolde het fo: fclus Chiles lot haut lore 


Cyl Cuſtatce made her bold 45640 ar 
The wyll of Chziſt as doughcer orb: ct: 
Theconſtable werte abaſſhed of that (1955 
And ſaypd / what amountcth all ch1is fare 
Cuſtatice anſwerd/ (ic it is Chuſtes i= gb 
That helpeth kolke out of the fendes t 
And lo ket fo:the/(be gan our aw deci «re 
That ſhe the conſt able 02 it wett ene 


Couerted dath and on Chiu made be cuuh 


This coſi able was-nothyng lo: de os π [lace 


Ok whiche J (pake/ there he Cuſtaunte nde 
But kepte it ſttongiy many wpiiters (pace 
Under Alla kyng of all Nozrumberia1>s 
That was full wle and wo;thy of b1s bands 
I yenſt the Scottes as men may well hers 


' Buit fourne agayn {| wyll to mp matccre, 


Sathan that tuet bs wayteth to begyle 
Sa we of Cuſtaunce/ ail the pertection 


Ind cal anone (bo we. he mygbe quitt bet whats 


And made a yong hunghe d wellyng in f toun 
L ouc het ſo bote of foulc aifiction 

That veryly / hpm thought bet hall(pyil 
But he of het ones naht baue bis wyil , 


He woweth her but tt auaylerh nought 
She wolde do no lynnc by no way 

And koꝛ diſpite/ be compalled in his thotght 
Tormakc yer vaſhamctull dethe to bep 
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The mano lawes tale. 


e whanthe conſtable is a Jon but (fcraft open miracle kyths 
— — 0. without gylt / thou ſhalt de l aynt as ſwithe. 
* | 418 She ſet her dount on her knees /a thus ſhe ſayd 
Wer foxzwaked/tn ber ozffons s Immoꝛtall god / that ſauedyſt Suſanne 


SDlepeth Hermegude / and Cufkarence alſo Fto falſe blame/and thou meteytull mayde 
Cbis knygdt/ thzough Sathanas temptactis Marty I meant / dougbter ot ſaynt Inne 
An cotciy is / es ide bed as Befozewhole chylde / angelles (ong Olanne 
And nutte the tinote / ol Nermegylde a two It I be gyltleſſe of this felonyt 

And leyde the blody knyfe/by dame Cuſtaũce Jp locout be / oz elles J (hall dye. 


And wet his way there / god peue bY muſchaũce 
Haue pt nat ſe ſomtyme a pale face 


Sone after c6eneth the cot able home agapne Among apꝛees / ol hym that hath be ladde 
And ene Illa / chat was kyng of the lande Co warde his deth/where he geteth no grace 


And (awe dis wyfe.diſpitouſly lepne And ſuche a colour / in his face he had 
Fo; whome he wepte / and wong his bande Men myght knowe his face / that was beſt ad 
And in the bed the blo dy knpfe he fonde Among all the faces in that toute 


By dame Cuſt aunce allas / what myght ſhe ſay » So ſtont Cuſtaunct / and loketij her aboutc. 


Fo: verray wo her wit was all a wap. 

O quenes lpueng whplom in p2oſperite 
To kyng Illa was tolve/a!l this miſchaunce Ducheſſes and pe labpes cuerichane 
And the tyme and whete and cke the wylt Haue ſome touthe / on het aduetſite 
That in aſypp was founde this Cuſtaunce An emperours doughter ſtont alone 


Is here befoze pe me haue herde deupſe She wot nat to whom to make het mone 
The — — bert / of pytt gan arpſe O blode topall that ſtandeſt in thts dzede 
Whan he ſa we the benigne creature Fer ben thy rendes / at thy great nede. 


F all m bpſca(e / and tn mi{auenture, 
This Ila kyng / hath ſuche compaſſion 

Fo: as the lambe to warde his dethe is bꝛought As gentyll gert / is fulkplled of pytie 
Do ſtant this tanocent atoꝛe the kyng T hat from his eyen an the water DOWne 
| This faſſe xnigyt / bath thistreaſon wzought Nowe haſtely/go fet a boke quod be 

Be tetd der in bande | (he bath do this thyng And if this knyght/ woll werte that ſhe 
But natpeies there was great moutnyng Bath this woman d ane / pet wyll we bs auyſe 
Imong the people ! +ſapden they can nat geſſe whome that we wyll / ſhalbe our Juſtice, 


© hatſye had do, ſ great a wichebneſſe. 

I b:tton boke / witten with the cuangelles 
Fo: they haue ſey her / eucr (0 bettuouſe Was fet and there on he (woze anon 
Ind loupng Hermegilde right as ber lpfc She gplity was/and in the meane whyles 
Ot this dare witneſTe/ cut tiche in that houſe An hande hym(mote/bpon the necke bone 
Saut he that llewe Hetmegulde with the knyfe That downe he pil at onys as a ſtone 
Tis geutyii ing / hatù caught a great motife And bothehts epen ſbꝛeſt out of bis face 
Oles wenne ond thought ye wolde enquere In ſyght of euerp body in that place. 


Depet in this cale}and ttouthe f to lete. 
A voyce was herde / in general! audtencs 


Mas Cuftaunce/thou haſt no champion Ind ſayd thou haſt diſclaundged gpitins 

Ae fyght canſt thou nat ſo welawap The doughter of holy church in hygh pzeſenct 
But he that @arfe-fo2 our tedempcion Thus haſt thou donc / and pet I holde my pets 
Bonde Mathan and pet lyeth there he lay Of this metuayll / agaſt was all the pzees 

He de thy ſireug champion this day Is maſed fon / they ſtonden enerpchone 


Fo} dꝛede of wzeche/ laue Cuſtaunce alone. 


The man of lawes t- 


Grcat was the dꝛede / and cke the repentaunce 
Of dem / that had wꝛong (ulpection 

xipon this ſely innocente Cuſtaunce 

And foz this mpꝛacle / in concluſton 

And by Cuſtaunces meditacton 

The kyng / and many another in that place 
Conuerted was / tbanked be Chuſtes grace. 


C dis falſe knyght was ſlayne / foꝛ his vntrouthj 
By iugement ot the kyng Alla haſtely 

Ind yet hath Cuſtatice/of his deth great routh 
Ind after this / Jeſus of his metcy 

Made Alla / to wedden full (olcmply 

This holp mayden that is (o bꝛyght and (hene 
And thus hath Chziſt made Cuſtaũce a quene, 


But who was wofull/(f JF (hall nat ſye 

Of thig weddyng but Donygelde and no mo 
The kynges modet /full of tpzannyc 

Der thought her curſed hett bꝛaſt a two 
Shenolde nat het ſone had doſo 

Het thought a deſpite that he (hulde tate 

So ſtraungea creature / vato his make, 


Me lyſt nat ot tie chaf ne ok the (tre 

Make ſo long a tale / as of the tone 

What ſhuloe Þ tell of the rpalte 

Ok thus mattagt oz whiche cours goth bekomme 
Who blowett in a tromne / 02 who in a hoe 
Trey frute of cuety tale /ig foꝛ to ſay 

They cte and dzanke/daunceſpnge and plcy. 


They go o bedde as it is ſa y and tyght 

J 0: though that wrucs / be tull holy thynges 
T bey mult takt in pacient at nyght 

Suche manet necellatyes as ben pleaſynges 
To folhe that haue wedoed hem with tynges 
And lep a lytell het holyneſſe a (pde 

As fo21* tyme / it map none other betyt e. 


Cn het he vegatc!a man chylde anon 

Ind to a bpſſhop / and to his conſtable cke 

De toke hes wyke to kepe wham he 19 go 

To Kcotland warde dis tomen to: to (cke 
Nowe furze Cuſtaũce/that is ſo humble 4 mcke 
Do long is gon with chylve in that ity!l 

She kept het chambꝛt / abidyng Chziſtes well 


The tyme is tome a man chylde ſhe beer 
Wauttttus'at tqe kontſtone they bpm call 


Tits ce able / dothe fo:the come a meſTanc e: 
Ind w It vnto this kyag / that cleprd was lic 
Dow chat this blulfull tibynges ts be fall 

Ind other thyngce!/ rhiche wagnetefull to ſay 
He. aketh his lette t au forth he gothe his way. 


This meſſanget to dohts auauntage 

Tinto the kynges modet rybcth he \wpthe 

Ind ſalucth her farze inhis langage 
Madame quod he pe map be gib ans bh ch 
Ind thanzen god an hundzed thoulunde (pth 
Pp lady the quere bath (hilly untbeuten deut 
Totoye and blille of all this r: gar aboutr. 


Lo hcre the lettets (calcd of this thrng 
That J muſt berc/in a!fthe haſt Þ may 
Tf ye wyll ought to your (one the kYng 
Jam your lerugum bothe nyght 4nt pay 
TDonegelde anſwetd 48n0we ats 
Buthece allnyght Þ wolpde thou toke tt 
Tomozowe J woll (uy the what mi ici, 


Thts meſſanger dꝛantze ſadly alc and ene 
Ind ſtolen were his letters put! 

Out of his bor. whylis he ſlepte as 1 
Ii» coutreferted was full (ubtilly 

Anothet ſettte wzoughe full (prifulls 

Unto the kyng ditected of this m atcre 

Ito his conttable as pe map attet hire, 


The lettet ſpakt the autne delpuctt dd 
Of (0 boꝛtibic a tend pctestute 

That in the caſteil none (lo hardy was 
Thrreno while any wrght mpgbt cout 
he modet was an ciphe be atciitule 
p(oMmen by charmcs 0: by (0:5crv 

Ind cucry wyght haretl; Her company. 


wo was thekyng whan lc this letter had (cen 
But tono wyght hetolde 114161020 weſ 1028 
But ok his owne hande he Tot ayer 
Welcome the (onde of Chun te: currmoes 
Tome (hatam newe lcrncd 13 this lozs 

L 0:Dc welcome bcthy fu and thy plfarwriee 
Mp lull I puta! withrie 0:Dcnauince, 


Rept this ſchylde all be foult 62 fkapze 

Ind che my wyfe vato myrichome cömyng 
Cbuſt whan be lyſt mar lende me an bepe 
Moꝛe agteable than this to my lihyng 
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ſecretneſſe 


Typ face is tutued as ma newe arap 
There dzonkenelle in anp route 
There is no touml ell kepte/it is no doute 


O Donegelde / Ibeue none englyſſhe digne 
Vnto thy malice/ and th tyzannye 

And thetfoꝛe / to the fende I the teſigne 

Let hym endyten of thy traytouty 1 


Fye mannyſ(ſhefye: O nay by god 

Fye fendiy ſpitit if I date well t 

Though thou here walke thy ſpirit is in hell 
ais meſſanger comet / fro the kyng agapne 
And at the kynges mothers court he lyght 
Ind ſhe was of this meſſanget full fapne 

And ple aſed hym / tn all that euer ſhe mpght 
De d2anke/and well bis buder pyght 
De llepeth and hel. in his gyſe 

Al nyght tyl the lonne gan atyſe. 


Ffrcr were his letters ſtolen eucrichone 
Ind countrefepted letttes in this wyſe 
© hc kyng c maundeth his conſtable anone 


On pepne of hangyn and on bygh Juſtice 
That he nt ſhulde uffec 


in no wple 
Cuſtaunce in his tegne fo: to abyde 
The dapes and a quarter of atpde, 


But in the ſame ſhyp as he het fonde 


cr and het pong lone and all het gere 
ſchulde put and croude fro the londe 

And chattze het that (he comencuer eft there 
O my Cuſtaunce well may thy ghoſt haue feet 
And ſlepvn in thy dꝛeme dy penaunce 


wyen Doncgelde caſteti all this oꝛdenaunce. 
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This meſſanger' on mozowe whan he woke 
T1oto the caſteil / holdeth the nert way 

Ind vats the conftale! he the letters toke 
Ind whon tnat de this pytous lettte ſay 
Full oſten he ſayd / alas / and wela way 


The man ot lawestale. 


Loe chꝛiſt quod he / ho we map this mot ens 
So full of ſynne / is many acreature (date 


O mygyhty god / ii that it be thy wyl 
Sythen thou art ryghtſul Juge hem map it be 
Chat theu wok ſuſfce / iunocence to ſpyll 
And wicked folke/regne in pꝛoſpetite 

O good Cuſtaunce / alas /ſo wo is me 

That I mot be ch tourmentout o elles dey 
Onſhamtull dethe / there is none other wap 


Wepyn bothe olde and pong in that place 
Whan that the kyng / this curſed lettte ſent 
Ind Cuſtaunce j with a ded]y pall face 

The wap towarde the ſhyp (he went 

But neuettheleſſe ſſhe taketh in good entent 
The wyll of chaiſt / and knelyng on the d ronde 
She ſayd ap / welcome be thy (onde. 


He that me kepte / fro the falſe blame 
Whyles that I was on the lande/amonges pou 
Decan me kepe / fro hatme and ene fro (hams 
In the ſalte ſee / all though ye ſe nat howe 

As ſtrong as ener he was/ he is pet nowe 

In bym Ittuſte / and in his modet dete 
That is to me mp layle / and eke my ſttete. 


Her lytell chylde / lay wepyng in her arm 

And knelpng/ pytouſly tu hym ſhe ſayd 

Pees lytell chylde I woll do the none harme 
With that the kerchyet / ftum het heed ſhe bzayd 
And ouet his lyteil epen ſhe it layd 

And in het atmt / ſhe lulleth it full faſte 

And vnto heuen/bp her epenſhe caſte, 


Moder quod ſhe/ and mayde bzyght Marye 
Soth is that to we wornans egment 
aͤnkynde was loſt and dampned tuet to dye 
Fo: whiche thy chylde was / on the croſſe to tent 
Thy blyſtull cyen / la we all this tourment 
Than is thete no compartſon betwene 

Thyn wo and any wo / that man may ſuſteyns. 


Thou ſawe thy chylde ſl ayne /a fozc thyn epen 
And pet no we lyueti / my tptell chpide perfap 
Nowe lady bzyght/to whome all full crien 
Thou glozp of womanhed / thou fare map 
Chou hauen of refute / bzyght {terre of dap 
Ne we on my chtide/that of thy genty we: 

Ne weſt on cuerp te włull tnvilreAes 


O lytle chylde / alas what is the gylte 
That neuer wꝛought ſynne / as pet parde 
Why wpll thy harde fader/hauc the (ppltc 
O inercy/and dere Conſtable quodſye 
Is let my lytle chylde / dwell here with the 
And it thou dareſt nat / ſaue him froblame 
To kyſſe him ones in his fadets nam 


Ther with Che loketh bacwarde to the londe 
Ind (ad! farewell huſbandt couthles 

And vp ſhe tyſt i walked downe the ſtronde 
To warde her ſhyp het foloweth ail the pꝛecg 
And tuet ſhe pꝛayeth her child to hold his pecs 
Ind taketh her leaue / with an holy entent 
She bliſſeth het and in to the ſhipſye wont 


Uptayled was the ſhyp it is no dꝛede 
Dabundauntly/ foz het lounge (pace 

Ind other necel[agycs that t hulbencde 
Se had pnowe heryed by goddes grace 
foꝛ wpnde+# weder/almnighty god purchace 
Ind bꝛinge her home I can no better tap 
But in the ſee he dziueth fo;th the wap. 


Lla the kyng cometh (one after this 
I Untobiscaſtell/ofwhiche J tolde 
Ind aſked where his wife this child is 
The conſt able gan about his hette to colde 
Ind pleyuly all che maner he him toide 
Is ye haue herde Jcan it telle no bettet 
Ind ſheweth the kinges lealt his lettex 


Ind lapd loꝛde as pt comannded me 

On pant of dethe lo haue I do certayn 
This mellanget turmentcd was tpll he 
Mut be knowe and tell plat and playn , 
Fro night tonyght/wiat place he had in layne 
Ind thus he with ſubtylc enquiryng 
Imagpned was by who this harm gan (p:ing 


The hande was knowen/Þ the letter wꝛot 
And all the venpm! of this cutied debe 

But in what wple cettaynly J not 

The eſtecte is this that Alla out of dzede 

is moderſlough/that men map playnly rede 
$03 that ſhe traptour was to het ligeaunce 
Thus ended olds Donegelde with mylchauce 


The ſoꝛowe that this Alla night and dap 
Wakcth toz hes wyte aud fo; his chyldt allo 


The man of lawe ac. 


Th eis no tonge that it tell may 

3: ,nowe wpll IJ to Cuſtaunce go 

T jat fleteth in the (ce with payne and wo 
1yucepcre and mo c as lykeb Ctiſtes (onde 
©: that het ſhyp appꝛoched to any tonbe 


Under an hethen caltcll at the laſt 

The whiche the name nat in my tcrt | fondes 
Cultaunce and cke her chylde the let vp cat 
Ilmighey god/that(aucd all mankynve 
Daue on Cuſtaunce + her chylde (ome mende 
That fallen is in hethen honde «fi{one 
{npoynttoſpylle as F (hall tell poulone 


Down ftò p caſtcll cometh Ger many a 213i 
To gauren on thisl hyp ion Cuſtauncy 
215Uutt hoztly/ fro the caſtell on any ght 

Thc loꝛdes \ſtewaroe god pefe him mpſch?2 
3 thete that had renvyed our creduricg 
Cameintothelhyp alenc/+lapd hilt to! 
Het lemman be whether the wolde o: no 
Tho was this w;ctched woman wo vcg on 
Het chylde crped/andl be cryde pytrully 
But blelled ary yolps her right 4n0% 
10: with her ſtroglynge well gate 
Th theft tyll ouet the bozde alli 05 cn!; 
Andinthelceyediepnt to: vengi alince 
And thus hath Criſt vnwemed kot 


O foule luſt of lururrc lo thrne td. 

Nat oncly that thou feynectt mannes wende 
Bit beryly thou wolt bis body ( begnde 
Tlende of thy werke 0; of thy luſtes blonde 
Js copleyning how many one may men fil 
Thatnaught to: werkel otyme but fo; tüte 
To do this (yrne be outher Nevn 0; 6 Heng 


Dow map this weake woman bauc Þ ftrength 
Het to defende/apent the renegate 

© Golias vinnlurable of length 

Lowe might Dauid make theto mate 

Do ponge of armure and to dctolate 

owe. burſt hcloke vpon thy tace 

Well map men kence it is bat goddes grace 


who gaue Judech cozagc 0: hardynells 


Tolle gym Oloternus/ in bis tent 
And to delyutten out of wzetche dnelle 


1.1. 


The man of lawes tale. 


people org to this entent 
Takeda. gen lig and vygourſent 
Co hen / z (auey dem out of myſchaunce 
Solent he >cength + vygour vnto Cuſtatice 


Forth goth her (ht [thzoughout p narow mou 
Of Ju and lepte dꝛiuing p (the 
SDomepme weſt/+lomtpime noꝛthe and ſouthj 

And ſomtyme eſt/full many a wery dap 

Tyll Cryſtes modet /bleſſed be (he aye 

Hath chapen / thoʒowe her endleſſe goobneſſe 

To make an endt of all het heupnellc 


Nowe let vs ſtynte of Cuſtauce but a th:ows 
And ſpene we of romapns the empetoutr 
That out of Surcpe/bath be letters knowe 
The llaughter ofcryſten folke/x diſhonout 
Done vnto his doughter by a fals traptour 
I mcane the curſcd i wyckedſowdonneſle 
That at the fccſt let ſ leebothemoze and le lle 


Fo; whiche this Emperour/hath (cnt anon 
His ſenatout with ropall ozDpnaunce 

And othet loꝛdes god wote many on 

On [urryens/to take bygh vengeauncſte 
Tdhep bꝛenne (let / a bꝛing hem to myſchaůct 
Full many a day but ſhoꝛtiy this is the ende 
Hom warde to Rome / thep ſhapen hem to webs 


This ſenatout repa7:cty with vpcto;p 
"To Kome warde/ſaylinge full ropally 
And met the ſhyp dꝛiuyng / as (apth p to;p 
Ju whiche Cuſtaunce (ate full pptouſly 

othyng ant we hc} whatlhe was ne whp 
She was in ſuche atay that (hc nyll (ey 
Of her aſtate though ſhe l hulde dep 


He bꝛingeth her to Rome to his wytt 

He yafe het to het and het ponge ſonne alſo 
And with che lenat oute ( he lab het lyft 
Thus can out lady bꝛingt out ot wo 
Cuſtaunce and many anothet mo 

And longe tyme dwelled (he in that place 
In holp werkes / euet was het grace 


The ſenatouts wykt het aunte was 

But fo; all Þ/Cye unc we het neuet the moꝛe 
A wpllnolenger tary in this caas 
4 ut to hynge Alla which: Jſpake of yo:e 
Tx £0; his wepeth/andſygheth loze 


0 ” «VP- * 
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J wyll retourne/and let J wyll Cuſtaancs 
Under the (enatours gouernaunce 


Ryng Alla / whiche Þ had bus moderſlapy 
Upon a dap/fpll in ſuche tepentaunce 

Aid if Jſho2tly teil ſ hall and playne 

To Ro:ne he cometh / to recepuc his penalice 
And put him in the popes 02bpnaunce 

In hygh and lowe / i Jeſu cryſt beſought 
Fozyeuc his wicked wo2k!/p he hath wzonght 


The fame anone / chꝛough Rome is dozne 
Howe Alia kyng hall come a pylgtimage 
By hetbegeours that wenten hym betone 
Foz whiche the ſenatout as was the vſags 
Rode hym apenſt and many ok his lynage 
8 well tolhewen his magnikycence 

Sto done anp kpnge ceucrence 


Great chere dothe thignobleſenatour * 
Co khynge Ala and he to hym allo 

Euery of hem dothe to other great honour 
@a1dſobcfyll/that on a dap o2 two 

This lenatour/ ts to kyng Alla go 

To feeſt ſhoꝛtip / i᷑ J ſhall nat lye 

Cuſtaũces ſonnt / went in his companp 


Some men wold ſap / at p requeſt of Cuſtaſice 
This ſenatour had led this chylde to feeſt 
map nat teli euety ciccumſtaunce 

Be as be may / there was he at the lceſt 

But lothe i is tight at his moders heeſt 


. Befozne Alla dutyng the meate ſpace 


The chylde ſtode lokyng / in the kynges face 


Alla the kyng / ofthis chylde hach great w6dex 
And to the ſenatout he ſapd anone 

Whole is this fayze chplde/P ſtondeth ponden 
not quod he / by god and by ſaint John 

A mother he hath but fader hath he none 
That Þ of wote / and ſhoꝛtly in a ſtounde 
Hetolde Jlla/howe the chylde was founds 


But god wote / quod this lenatout alſo 

So vertuous alpuet in all mp lyfe 

At lawe I neuet as ſhe / ne herde of mo 

Of wo:1dly women mapde /wpdowe/02 wpky 
F dare well ſay ſhe had leuer with a knyfe 

T h:oughout her bꝛeſt / than be a woman wyke 
There is no man coude bztng her ts dhe putke 


— — 


The man ol law e ac. 


As poſſydie is / a creature fo; to be 

This Alla hath the face in tcemembꝛaunce 
Ok dame Cuſtaunce / and theton muſed he 
Ffchat the chyldes modet / were ought ſhe 
That is his wyfe / i pꝛiuelp he (yght 

Ano (ped him fro the table that he myght 


Pare quod he / the fanton is in my heed 
ought to deme / ol rightkull iugement 
That in the lalte ſee my wyfe is deed 

Ind aſterwarde / he made his argument 
What wote J if Cryſt haue het hythet ſent 
Hy wyſt᷑ dy ſee as well as he her ſent 

To my countrep / xo thens that ſ he went 


And after anone home with the (cnatour 
Gothe Mla to ſe this wonder chaunce 
This lenatout / dothe Alla great honour 
And haſtelp he ſent after C uſtaunce 

But truſt well het luſt nat to daunce 
whan ſ he wyſt / wherfoze was that (onde 
Unnethes vpon her fete / might ſhe ſtonde 


Whan Alla ſawe his wyft fayꝛe he her grettt 
And wepte / chat it was touthe to le 

oz at firſt lote that he on her ſctte 

He knewe verply / that it was ſhe 

And ſ he fo; ſoowe / as dombe ſt. indeth as a tre 
o was her herte/ſhpt in het dyſttelle 

Whan ſhe cemembzed his vnzpndenelle 


T wyſe ſhe ſwowned in hes owneſpght 

He wepte/4 him ercuſed pytouſlp 

Nowe god ꝙ he/x all his halowes bꝛight 
o wpllp on my ſoule haue mercp > 
That ofyour hatine / as gyltieſſe am JP 

As is my ſonnte Baurpce/ſolyke pour face 
Els the fende me kctche out ofthis place 


Longe was theſobbynge/x the byttet pepne 

Cre that her wofull herte myght lect 

Great was the ppte/fo2 to here hem pleyn 
Thoꝛow whtche pleyntes / gan her wo enctece 

: pꝛape pou all / my laboute to relece 


may nat tell her wo vntyll to moꝛowe 
am ſo werp to: tolpcke of loo we 


But fynally / whan the ſothe is wyſt 
That Alla gyltleile is ot het wo 


Node was chis chuͤde / as lypke bnto Cuſtatice T t! we an hundzed tymts they kyſte 


Ar ſuche a blilſe is chere byt wit hem two 

T hat ſaue the ioy that laſteth cuet mo 
<herenpsnonec!yke that any creature 

Hath (ey 0: hall whplecs the wo;ztbe map bure 


Tho pꝛayde ſ be het huſbande mekcly 
That in telete ot het pytous peyne 

That he wolde pꝛay her tadet ſpccyally 
That ol his mageſte he wolde enclenc 
To o vouchelafc [ombay with him to dyne 
She pꝛayeth hym ckc hc thulde by no way 
Unto her fader no woꝛde of het (ay 


Some man woldeſeyn Þ the chülde Ante 


Doth this meſlage/vnto the Emperour 
But as Jgeſſe/ Alta was naclonyce 
Tohym that is(o{oucreyn othbonour 
Is he thatis ofcryſtes tolkc the flour 
Dentc any chylde but it is beſt to dete 
De went hymicife and to it may vicll tn 


This emperour hath graunted gemi 

To come to dynet as he him betougy: 

Fad well J (uppole hc los cd buli; 

Upon this chyide i on hi deughtce th owt 
Alla gothe vnto his innt as hv!) 04455 
Ataped fo; this feeſt in cucry w 

Is farfozthe as his connpng may unte 


The mozo we came 1 Ila ganbm dase 
And ckec his wyte this cmpetout fo: to mere 
And fo:the they ryden in ion 4 in gladacde 
And whanlhelawe bet tuder 11 the Utcte 
he lyghted downe + falleth brem co fere 
fadet ꝙ che out yonac chylde Cult aur 
s no we full clene out of pour remembyaiice 


Jam pout doughtcr Cuſtaunce quod che 
That whylom vc haue lent in co Surry 
It am I tadet that in the (alte (ce 

was put alone and damned fo; to dye 
Nowe good fader mercy J roucrys 
Sende menomo:e intonone hethancfie 
But thanketh my lozde here of his kyndneſſs 


who can the pytous ove teli all 

Bytwir hem thꝛe (ychnes they be thus mct 

But of my cale/make an ende T (hall 

Che day gothe faſt Juli no leuget lette 
olls 


— & 


to dyner be 
e f 


thouſande fo{de/wellmoze than J can teu 


dis chpide Mautitt / was likhe empttrout 
r 

Co Cri —— nan 
But J let all theſe ſtozics dy 

Of Cuſtaunce is my tale ſpecially 

In e:decomapyne ieſtes / men map well fpnde 
Mauritius tyfe/ I bett it nat in mynde 


Than king Alla whan be his tyme ſap 
with Cuſtaunce his holy wyft ſo lwete 

To Englande den they come the right wap 
Where as they lyuen in top ⁊ en qupete 

But lytell while it laſted/ J you behete 

Jop ofthis woꝛide but tyme wyll nat abyde 


Fro day to night it chaungeth as the tyde 


Who lyueth euet in ſuche delpte a dap 
T hat ne meutd eythet in conſcience 
Oz ite oꝛ talent oꝛ (vme kprines affrap 
Enuye 03 pꝛide oꝛ paſſion o; offence 
Int (ap/but fo2 the ende ot this ſentence 
hat lyteil whyle in iop oꝛ pltſaunce 
x aſteth the lyft of Alla with Cuſtaunce 


Fo: deth that taketh ofhye #lowchts tent 
Whan paſſed was a pete tupn as J gelle 

Oat ot this wo:lde this king Alla is went 
Fo; wyom Cuſtaũce hath full great heuyneſſe 
Nowe p:ap we to god his ſoule bleſſe 

And dame Cuſtaunce/fpnally to ſap 
Towarde the towne of Rom / goth her wap 


To Rote is come this holp creature 

And fyndeth her ftendes thete hate + ſounde 
go we tsſbe ſcapcd all her auenture 

Ind whan( de det fader bath yſounde 
Dont on her knees falleth to grounde 
Wepmng i herte fo: tendernele blithe 

She herpeth god a hun dꝛed tyoulandeſithe 


vertue and in holy almeſſe dede 

| luuen all i neuet a ſondetr wende 

Tp dethe departed hem this lyte they lede 
Au are one weil / my tale is at an ende 
doe Jeſuscriſt/Þ oł his myght may ſende 


The macchauntes pꝛologe. 


after wo{gouerne vs. in his 
| vs all / that ben in this 


Cyhereendeth the man of lawes 
tale / and begynneth the mar- 
chauntes pꝛologe. 


Eping x wapling' care * other lozowe 
WW {# hauc pnough both ruen ⁊ eke à moꝛow 
Quod p marchaut/4 ſo haue other mo 
That we dded be / Ittrowe that it beſo 
Fo: well I wote it tat eth lo by me 
haut a wyfe/the wozſte that map be 
F 02 though the fende / coupled to het were 
She wold him ouermatche J dare well(wer. 
What ſhulde J pou tehetct in(pecypall 
Het hygh malpyce/ſhe is al hae we at all 
Thcreis alonge and a large dyfference 
Bytwir Gryſildes great pacience 
And of mp wyke / the paͤllpage ctuelte 
were J vnbounde allo mote Jrye 
IJ wolde neuet efte come in the (nare 
we wedded men/lyue in ſozowe and care 
Aapye who ſo wyll / and he (hall fynde 
That J ſay ſoth / by (aint Chomas of pude 
As fo: the moze parte/ I lap nat all 
God ſhylde that it ſhulde (o befall 
Agood (p; hoſte / I haue rocdded be 
ele monthes two / 1 moe nat parde 

And yet I ttrowe he that all his lyfe 
Hath wedded be though tnen him ryfe 
Into the htte ne coude in no mancte 
Tell lo moche (ozowe/as I nowe here 
Coude tell /ofinp wpues curſednelle 
Now ꝙ out hooſt match aut ſo god pou blefſe 
Syn ye ſo mykle kno we ci that arte 
Full hercelp | p2ay pou tell vs parte 
Gladly quod he / but ofmpn 6 wne (038 
Foꝛ ſoꝛy herte/J tell map no moze. 


C Here endeth the marchauntes 
p;ologe/aud here foloweth 
bis tale. 2 


D plom ther was dwelling in Ldbardy 
w A wozthy knight /p bozne was at pauy 
In which he lyued in great pꝛoſperpte 
And. lx.pete / a wyfeleſle man was he 
Ind folowed ape his bodily delpte 
On women there was his appetyte 
Is done theſe foles that ben ſeculet 
And whan that he was paſſed. lx. yetẽ 
Were it fo: holyneſſe / oꝛ foꝛ dotage 
J can nat ſay but ſuche a great cozage 
Had this knyght/to be a wedded man 
That dap and night he dothe all that he can 
To alpye where he mpght wedded be 
Pꝛapeng our loꝛde graunt hym that he 
Myght ones knowe that blyſfull lyte 
That is bytwir an huſbande + his wpte 
Ind fo: to lyue vndet the holy bonde 
with whiche god firſt man + womande bonde 
None other lyte (aid he ig woꝛth a bene 
Fo; wedloke1s(o ca(y and ſo clene 
That in this woꝛlde it is a paradplec 
Thus layd this olde hnight p was ſo wyle 
And cettapnly as ſothe as god is kyng 
To take a wpfe is a glozious thyng 
And namely whan a man is olde + hoꝛe 
Than is a wpfe the frupte of his ticalo:c 
Than ſ(hulde he take a ponge wyfe +a fc! 2e 
On whiche he might engeudꝛe him an hey:e 
And lcade his lyfe in toy and in ſolale 
Where as thele bachelets lungen alas 
Whan that they kynde any aduetlyte 
In loue / whiche nps but chyldes vanpte 
4nd trewly it ſyt well to b-(0 
That bachclers haue ofte peyne and wo 
On bzotyll grounde they bylde/x bzotpineſle 
Thep fpnde treylte/whan they wene libernche 
They lyue but as a bitde 02 a beeſt 
In lybette and vnder none ateeſt 
There as a wedded man in his aſtate 
L yueth his lyfe blyſtuli and ozdpnate 
Under the poke of mariage pbounde 
Well map his herte in top # blyſle habounde 
Fo: who can be ſo burum as a wytt 
Who is ſo trewe and eke lo ententyfe 
To kepe him ſicke t hole and is his make 
Fo: wele oꝛ wo/lhe wyll nat him tozlake 
She is nat wety dym to louc +(crue 
Though that he lye bedꝛede tyll he ſtetue 
Ind yet ſome clerkes ap it is nat lo 
Ot whiche he Theophzaſte is one of tho 


The marchaunt c. 


wh toe though Theophꝛaſt lyſte l) 
N take no wpfe quod he fo: huſband. 
I 5foz tolparein houſholde thyn erpence 4 
tte we letuaunt dotye moze Dyligence 4 
Thy good to kepe than both thy leite wyte i 
FJ 02( he wyll clayme halfe parte all het ly fe | 
And ifthat thou beſicke ſo god me (aue 
Thy very frendes oꝛ a tte we kuaue 
Wyll kepe the bet than (heb wap tet, ape 
Ifter thy dethe and hath do many a day 
This(entencce/ 4 an hund:eb thinges Wulle | 
Wiiteth this man there god his bones curte 

But take no Repe of (uchc vanrete 

To fyc Theoph:aſt and hetken me 

IJ wyfe1s goddes yetre veryly 

All other mancr yeftes harbely 

Is landes rentes paſturcs oz comurir 
O:mouables/all ben yvcfrcs of torte. 

That paſfen as athadowe ond watl 

But diede nat if 4 plapnly (peke 

IJ wyke wyll laſt + in his howe £7154 

Wwelllenacr than the lyſtc perauciiitiy cs 

Patyageci1s a full great (actamen: 

Mho hath no wyfe is burtlhent 

Dclyucth helples and is all deloli tc 

Flpcke of folke inleculcr aſtate 


The woman is ko mannes hel- | 
The high god han he had Joan tak; 

Ind lawe him a lone bely nabe 

God of his great goodneſfe tay) than 


Let bs nowe make an lclpe to this man 


Lyke to him eite aid than he made Cul 
Hete map yele and hereby may rg p ice 
That a wyfe is mannes helpe + bis comme 
His paradyicterreſtre and hes dupoz 
Do burum and lo vertudas is ihe 
They muſt nedes lypue in vnvig 
O tlelſhe they be and of o blode Þ gills 
Not but onc hett in wyll and indir. ug 
I wyfc/alaynt Matpebenedicite 
Dowe might a man hau any aducriyts 
That hattz g wpfe certcs | can uatley 
The blylle that is bytw:i, bem ewey 
There map no toige teil it oz herte thyntze 
Ik he be pooꝛe (he helpeth hum coſwynke 
She kepeth his good +x waltett it neuer a delt 
Ind all that het huſbande lyſt he lykett weleg 
Sdclaycth nat ones nay whan he ſayth ye 
Do this layth he all redv (2 (avthſbe 

F lll, 
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The marchauntes tale 


© biyMull ame o Dedloke pꝛecious 

{Thou arte (os mery/and ene ſo vertuous 
And (0 commended and apzoucd che 

That euery man ! Þ holte him wozthe a leke 
Upon his date knees/0ught all his lyfe 
Thanden his god that hum (ent a wyfe 

Oz els pzay go0/him fo; to ſende 

I wpfe/to laite vnto his lyues cnVe 

Fo; than his lyte is ſet in(ybernelle 

He map nat be diſceyued/as J gelle 

So that he wo:ke/aftcr his wpues reed 
Than map he boldiy beate vp his heed 
Tyep de lo trewe/and thetto eic lo wple 
Fo: whiche ik thou wolt woche as the wple 
Do al way as the woman wyll the rede 

Lo howe Jacob as thcle clerkes rede 

Bp good counlayle ot his moder Kebecke 
Bonde the kyddes(kyn about his necke 
Fo; whiche his fadets benplon he wan 

Lo Fudcth as the toy well tell can 

By wpſc coulavic (ye goddes people kept 
And llewe him Olotetnus whyle hel lept 
Lo how Abygaylc by good coulaple that ſhe 
Saucd het hulbande Naball whan that he 
Syulde haue beſlayne/+tloke Heſtet allo 
Bp good coumaple delpueted out of wo 
Tue people ot god aud made Mat doche 
Of Auc te en haun cd fo; to be 

Thete is no thyng in gte lupetlatytte 

Is lapth Sencz aͤboue an humble wyfe 
Suttte thy wpucs tonge as Caton byt 

Se ſiall comaude and thoulbalc(uttre it 
Ind pct( he wyll obey of cuttelpe 

I wyfe is kepct of thy huſband;ye 

Well gay the (icke man be wayle and wepe 
Thetkas no wyte is the houicto kcpe 

IJ warnethe/ifchou wylely wylt wyzche 
Lout well thy wyfe/as Criſt louecth his chirch 
It thou loueſt thp (clfe/chou loueſt thy wyfe 
No man hatcth his fleſſhe but in his lyte 
He foſtteth it and thetfoꝛe bydde | the 
Cheriſſhe ty w ye oz thou ſ balt neuet the 
Huldande + wykt / what lo men tape o; play 
Of wozldely folke holden the lyket way 
They ben knyt there map no harme betyde 
And namely vpon the wyues(yde 

Fo whiche this January ot whiche J tolde 
Con(ydzed hath/ within his dayes oldt 
The luſty lyfe / the vertuous quiete 
That is in matpage hony lwete 


And fo: his frendes on a dap he ſent 
To tell hem the effectc of his entent 
With fact lad / he hath his tate to hem tolde 
He layd frendes J am hoe and olde 
And almoſt god wote at iny pyttes bꝛinke 
Upon my loule ſomwhat rauſt J thynke 
J haue mp body foluy biſpended 
Blelled bi god it hall be (amended 
X02 I wolde becertayne a wedded man 
And that anone/inall the haſte that J can 
Unto ſome mayde/tayze+tcuderof age 
pꝛap pouſhapeth fo: my mariage 
ll (odcnly/toz A wpll nat abyde 
And JF wyll fonde to alpye on my ſyde 
To whoinc J map be wedded haſtelp 
But fo: as moche/as pe be moꝛe than | 
yt ſhull rather (uche a thynge eſpyen 
Than I and where me lyl] beſt alyen 
But o tbinge watne pou up frendes dere 
Iwyll none olde wpfe haue in no mancte 
She (hall nat palle.xvi. rte certapne 
Olde follh + pong tleſſh / wyll J haue full fapu 
Get is ſayd he /a pyke than a ppketcel 
Bettet than olde bete / is the tender veel 
3 wyll no woman ok. xxx.p ete oł agt 
tis but bene ſtrawe and great tozage 
And eke thele olde wydowes god it wote 
They caiinc(o mykle crafte in wades bote 
Do myle bꝛoken harme whan hem lyſt 
That wich hem ſhulbe Jneuet lpue in reit 
F 0:(ond;y (coles/makethLubtyleclerkes 
Woman of many aſcole halte a clerke is 
But certaynly/a ponge thing map men gye 
{ilght as a man with hanbes warm were plpe 
Therfo:c I lap pou plapnly in a clauſe 
Juyll none olde wyfe haue fo: this cauſe 
Foꝛ it (o werte it Þ had luche mplchaunce 
That j in het coude haue no pleaſaunce 
han ſhulde J lede my lyfe in auoutrye 
And lo ſtreyght to p dyuell whan J dye 
Ne chyldꝛen lhulde Jnonc on het geten 
yet had J leuer houndes had me eaten 
Than that myn herptage ſhulde fall 
11 ſttaunge hande a thus I tell pou all 
dote nat I wote the cauſe why 
Men thutde wedde x ferthermoze wote Þ 
There(pcketh manp men cf matiage 
T hat wote no moze of it than dothe inp page 
J 02 which cauſes menſhulbe take a wyte 
Ihe may nat lyuen chaſt his lyfe 


Takt him a wpfe / with great deuocion 
Bycaule of lefull pzocreacion 

Ot cypldzen/to the honour of god aboue 
And nat onelp foꝛ paramour ne fo: loue 
Ind foz thep(huldelechery elchue 

And yelde her det whan that it 1s duc 

D: fo: that eche of hem hulde helpe other 
In milchiete as the luſter (hall the bꝛochet 
And lyue in chaſtyte full holyly 

But lites by pout leaue that àm nat 3 
X02 god bethanked f date make audunt 
I tele my lymcs ſtacke and (utkiciaunc 

To do all that a man belongeth to 

And am ſtronge pnough to ryde oꝛ go 
Though J be hoꝛc tate as dothe a tre 
That blolometh oꝛ that frute yworen be 
4 blolomed tte is neythet die ne Deed 
ele me no where hoꝛe but on my hced 
My herte and all my lymmes ben as grene 
Is Laurer/thattho:owe the ycre 1s tene 
Ind lithnes pe haue herde allmynentent 
1 p:ap pou that to my wyll ye allent 

Ok dpuers men dpuecrlly hymtolde 

Ot matiage many enlamples old: 

Some blameb it/lome pꝛapſed it cettapne 
But at the laſte [hoꝛtly foꝛ to lapne 

As all day falleth altcrcacion 

Bytwir ktrendes in dilputacion 

Tete fyll a ſttyfe/ byt wir his bꝛethetrne two 
Ot whiche that one was cleped Placebo 
Juſttnus ſothly called was that other 
jalaceboſapd/o January b;othecr , 

1 ull lyteil nede had ye my loꝛde lo dete 
Counlayle to ute ot any that is here 

But that ye be ont lo full of lapyence 


That you nc lpketh to your high pꝛudence 


To wepue fro the woꝛde of Salomon 
This woꝛde (ard he to vs cuctychon 

Moꝛke all thyrige by counlayle thus (aid he 
Ind thanſhalte nat thou repente the 

Hut though Salamon (pake ſuche a wo:de 
Myn owne dere b:other and my lo:de 

Do wylely god mp ſoule bztnge at reſt 

I holde your owne counſayle to: the beſt 
Io bzother mpne/of me take this motyte 
haue nowe be acourtman all my lyte 

And yet god wote/though J unwoꝛthy be 
haue ſtande in full great ihye degte 
Aboute lozdes in full great aſtate 

yet had neuer wich none of hem debate 


The marchauntes 


T ner tconttatyed hein ttewly 
4 w ec well that my lozde can moze than 7 
Wat that he ſaypth F helbe it terme 4 table j 
T .y thcſame'o2 other tyrnge (emblable 
I full great fole is any countaplour 
That (cruecth a lo:bc of High honour 
That date p:clume 0; ones thrike it 
That his coluaplelhulSe palichislo;hes wit 
Napp lozdes be no toles bp mp tap 
pchaiicpourſcitclporen hete to Day 1 
Do highlentencc to hel, and o wile 
T hat $ conlent and confetme euery de 
Pour wordes and all POUT opynion 
By god there is no mains town 
Nein ftaple coudebertet hauelayo 
Criſt holdeth him of this tall Cella oe 
Ind erewly itis an YYgy c9;4g0 
Ok any man thatitepris mage 
To take d ponge wite ted, 
pour hett hangeth operate pen 
Dothcnowe inthis matt as one 
Fo: finally holde ic to: the den 

Juſtinus that apcdate full (tyil 44 £756 
Right on this wytc he to Placchs ally 
Nowe bꝛothet mync q he be pactent 41 
Syn pe hauc laid het sen what 4 1 
Senck amonge otycr wordes wy 
Say» aiman'ought hin right wile, ; 
{To whom bc yeucth his lande 0: ! i | 
Ind lytchnes 4 ought ine auyic rig! 
To whome j pcuc imp good away ! 
Well moche moe 4 ought fo; to at 
To whoine | ycuc ny body fo:all wap 
F warne pou well it is noch los plap 
Totakca wyptc without aurie nc: 
Wen muſtenqucten this is mia all ent 
whether lhe be wyle {ober o dꝛionzlewe 
In out goct 02 other way at bzewe 
Ichedeltet 0:4 walter of th good 
Lyvichco;poo;e 0: Of NIaners wood 
Abe itto that no may wndetball 
None in this wo:lde chat crotterh bole in all 
Nemanne acct} luche as men can deuyſe 
But ncucrthelelle it ought vnowe luttvſe 
With any wyke itto were that (be hadde 
Mo thewes good than her vices badde 
Ind all (hts Uketh levice to enquere 
F0: god it woic | haue wept full many a ters 
4 Uull pztucly [yn fad a wrfe 
P:cpic wyolo wyll a wedded mannes lyte 


M1 
. 


C I fpnde tu tt / but colt and care 
dane dlyſſes bare 
Aud ya god wote / my neyghbours about 


And namely of women many a route 

Sapn that I baue the moſt ſtedfaſt wyfe 
And eke the mekeſt one that beat eth lyfe 
But J wote belt; where wzingeth me my ſho 
pe map foz me / tight as pe lvke do 

Iupſeth pou pt be à man of age 

Howe that pe entre in to maryage 

And nameip / with a ponge wyfe and a fepꝛe 
Bp him that made watcr/erthe and eye 
The pongeſt man / that is in all this toute 
Is buſp pnough to bꝛinge it aboute 

To daue a wypte a lone but truſtcth me 

pt ſhull nat plcaſen het / only petes tie 
Chis is to ſay to do het full pleaſaunce 

A wpfe aſketh full many an obſctuaunce 


I pꝛʒap pou that pe be nat puell apayde 


Well quod this Januaty / haſt thou ſayde 
Strawe foꝛ thy Scnck/x fo; thy pꝛouetbes 
I ccunte nat a panyer full ofherbeg 
Of (cole termes/ wpler men than thou 
As chou hat hetde / hath lented right nowe 
To inp putpoſt Placebo what ſep pe 
IJ (ay it is a curſed man quod he 
T dat lcttcth matrymonp (pkerip 
And with that wo;de'thep tyſen ſodapnlp 
And ben aſſented / anone that heſholbe 
Be wedded whan him ly(t/4 where he wolde 
Þygy fanteſpt and the buſy curiouſneſſe 
Fro day to dap gan in theloute impzells 
Of Januaty aboute his maryage 
Manp fapꝛe ſhap and many fapꝛe vilage 
There palleth thoꝛo w his hett night by night 
As who ſo toke & mytout /poliſſycd bꝛight 
And ſet u m a comen matkct place 
Than ſhulde he ſe many a fygute pace 
By this mytout and in the tame wyle 
Gan January within his thought deuyſe 
Of mapdens whiche dwelled there belyde 
72 nat where he might abyde 

oz tf that one haue beaute in het face 
Another ſtont / (o in the peoples grace 
Foz het ſadneſſe and her benygnyte 
That ofthe people /gteat voyce had ſhe 
And ſome were tiche a had badde name 
But aatheleſTe/bytwir etneſt and game 
t at laſt appoynted hym on one 
let all other fro his herte gone 


The marchauntes tale, 


Ind chole het / on his owne auctoztte 

Fo: lone is blynde all dep / t map nat ſe 

And whan he was in his bedde pbzought 

Ve poꝛtreped in his herte / ⁊ in his thought 
Het frelſhe beaute and her age tender 

Het moddle [male her arrnes longe # ſlender 
Het wyſe gouernaunce / her gentylnelle 
Het wonanly beating / and het ſadnelle 

Ind whan he was on her condelcended 
Hym thought his chopyle inight nat be ame ded 
Joꝛ whan he him ſelke concluded had 

Y im thought eche other mannes wit lo bad 
That impollyble / it were fo: to replye 
Ayenſt his chopce/this was his fantaſye 

His frendcs (ent he to at his inſtaunce 

And pꝛaped hem to do him that pleſaunce 
That haſteiy they wolde to him come 


Me wolbe abudgeherlabour/all and ſome 


Nedeth nomoꝛe koz him to go ne tpde 

Ne was apoynted there he wolde abpde 
Placebo came / ⁊ cke his frendes ſone 

And aldcrfirſt/he bad hem all abone 

That none ofhem non argumetes(huld make 
Ayenſt the purpoſe/whiche he had ytake 
Whrrhe purpole was pleſaũt to god ſapd he 
And very grounde of his p:oſperite 
Helayd/there was a mayden in the towne 
Whiche that of beaute had great renowne 
Ill were it lo ſhe was of (mall degre 
Duftkpleth him/her youthe + her beaute 
Whiche mayde heſaydc/ he wolde haue to hit 
To lede in caſe ⁊ holyneſſe his lyft (wife 
Ind thanke god / that he might haue her all 
That no wight / with his bliſle parten ſ hall 
And pꝛaide hem to labout in this nede 

And lhapen that he fayleth nat to ſpede 

Fo! than he ſayd his ſ(pityte was at eaſe 
Than is quod heſnothing me map diſpleaſe 
Saue othing pꝛicketh me! my conſcience 
The whiche J wyll teherce in your pzeſence 
ye haue herde ſaid / full longe ſithnes a go 
There may no man haue pattite bliſſes two 
This is to ſay /in erthe ⁊ etze in heupn 

Fo: though he kept hun fro the lynnes ſeuen 
And eke from euetiche bꝛaunche of Þ tre 

yet is thete lo pattyte p:oſperpte 

And ſo great eale and luſt in mariage 

That euet J am agaſt / nowe in myn age 
That I ſhall lede nowe ſo mer alyfe 

Sd dclycate without wo and ſtryte 


That Jſhall haue my heuen in erth here 
Foꝛ ſith very heuen is bought ſo dere 

with tribulacion and great penaunce 
Howeſhulde they Þ lyue in luche pleſaunce 
Is all wedded men done / with het wyues 
Come to the bliſſe there Crill eterne on lyue ts 
This is my dꝛede /d ye m bꝛetherne twep 
Iſloyle me this queſtion I you pꝛey 
Juſt inus / whiche that hated hig toly 
Jn(werde anone tight in his iapety 

And to2 he wolde his longe tale abzedge 

Ve wolde none auctoꝛite aledge 

But laid ſyʒ it thete be nonc obſtacle 

Other than this god of his high mpy:acle 
And or his metcy map ſo fo2 you wirche 
That ere pe haue pour rightes of holy chirche 
ye map repent of wedded mannes lyte 

In whiche ye lay thete is no woneũcpte 
Ind cls god foꝛbede / but ik he lente 
Aweddeo man grace him to repente 

Well ofter/rather than a ſyngle man 

Ind thertozc/the beſt rede that 4, can 
Dilpapꝛeth you nat but haue in memo:te 
Patauentute ſhe may be pour purgato:1e 
She may be goddes meanea godocs whyp 
Than ſyall your ſoule vp to heuen kyp 

D wykter than an aro we doth out ot a bowe 
I hope to god / here after ſ hull ye knowe 
That there nys nont ſo great felicite 

In maryage/nencucrnone( hall be 

That youlhall let of yourlaluacion 

Do that ye vle it/as(kpli1ts and ceq on 
Theluſtes of your wyfe tetyperatly 

Ind that ye plea(c het nat to ameroully 
And that ye kepe you eke from other lynne 
Ap tale is done fo mp wpt 19 thynne 
Bech nat agall hete of my dete bꝛothet 
But let vs wade fro this mater to another 
The wyfe of Bathe if ye haue undetſtande 
Ok mariage / whiche haue in hande 
Declated hath full well in lytell (pace 
Farethnowe well god haut you in 115 grace 
Ind with this worde he with his b2other 
Hath take her lcaue/+ cche of hem of other 
Fo: whan they (awe it muſt nedes be 

They w;ought ſo by ſlye and wyle treat? 

T hat this mayde whiche that way hight 
As haſtely as euet that ſhe might 

Shall wedded be vnto January 

4,:rowe it were you to longe to tary 


The marchauntes 


Fe Tr ,utolde/of euety cſcrite and bonde 

By giche lhe was fetted in his londe 

Oi Act fo; to hecke of het t che atay 

233 tkynally comen 1s the day 

That to chyzche bothe ben thep went 

Jon to receyue the holy (accament 

ſ o:th cometh ß piceſt wh ſtole about his necks 
Ind bad her be Iyke $S£rra and Acbecte 


$1 wy(cdome-and trouthy of inartage 


Andlaed his oziſons in his vſage 


Ind crouched hem + bad godſ hald hem bite 
Ino made ally kct pnougy with holpneTe 
Thus ben they wedded withlolempaurtie 

41d at the feel ipttety ye a5 (ye 

wth other wo:thy tolze Ppon thc ders 

Fil full of 10ye i bliiTens the Palers 

Aid full of inſttumentes and vitayle 

The moltc depntcowuTs of all fravie 
Befo mne him ſtode matumetes of uche 

Tha: O:tphcus ncot Thebcs An 
Ncmadencaucriuche a mclodye 
At cucry courte came loude mpnd 
That neutt Joab ttompet fo; ts 
12cyther he Thcomodas haltt (0 cre 

At Thebes/ whain thecptic was in foure 
Bachus the Wy ie lem | benketh 5ll 1507 
And Uenus lough vpon Furey was lt! 

Fo: January was becomen het 61 gt 

Ind wolde bothe allaven his cage 
F1lpberte/as c&c 18 11 matiage 

Ind with het fy:cb:onde in ber bande acc; 
Daunſeth befoznethe bude 4 all there 
Ind certaynly Þ dare well (arnc rial! 
Ementus that god of weddyng is 
Da Wwe 1ncucr in bis lyfc (o tncte 23 wiednt nr 
Holde thou thy pece thou porte Barcian 
That w2iteſt vs P tlc weddyngemery 

Ot her Philogye and of bim wercuy 

Ind of (onges that the mules (onge 
Colmallis bothe penne and cke tange 

10: to dilctpuc of this mattage 

han tender youth had wedded Roupimg age 
There is (uche mp;the Nit map nat be watch 
Jay your (cite and thanmay re writen 
Tfchar Flack o: none 41 this matcte 

Map thatlyt withlo benygne a chere 

Het to be holde ittemeth a tare 

Quene Dettcr loked neuer with luche an eys 
On Ilucte ſomeke aloke astbe 

map you nat deuyle all het beaute 


o 
„ * 


we + & 
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But thus moche ofher beaute tell I may Nolenger map the body of him ſois arne 
—— — bzightmozow ol May On the oꝛiſont as in that latytuve 
of all and ofpleſaunce Night with his mantell that is ſo derk ⁊ rude 


Th:s J is tauyſſhed in a traunce Gan fo: to ſpꝛede the emoſperp aboute 
At tyme he loheth on her face Fo: whiche departed 1s che luſty route 
—— gan her manace Fro Januatp / with tharike on euery ſyde 
de Þ night; in atmes wolde herſtrepne Home to their houſes luſtely they ryde 
— — tuet dyd Slepne There ds they do thynges as hem lyſt 
But 'pet had he great pyte Ind whan they ſe her tyme they go to reſt 
That that night olfendt het muſt he Done akftcr this haſtely this January 
And thought alas o tender creature Wolde go to bedde he wolde no lenget tary 
Nowe wolde god ye myght well endure He duntzeth ppocras'clarry and vernage 
All mp co:age/itis(o t and kene Ind ipices hote / to encrece his co2age 
A am agaſt pe map it nat ſuſtene Ind many alectuary hal he full fpne 
But god foꝛdede J dyd all my myght Suche as the curſed monke dan Conſtantyn 
Nowe wolde god / it were wore nyght Darth witten in his bokc of Coitu 
And that the nyght wolde laſt cuet mo To cate hem all/he wolde nothynge eſcheu 
wolde that all this people were ago * Ind thus to his pꝛiuy frendes ſayd he 
nd fynally he dothe all his labour ſo: goddes loue as ſont as it may be 
Is he beſt mygbt ſauynge his honour Let voyde all this houſe in curteyſe wyſe 
Do hait hem (ro the meate in ſubtyll wyſe Ind they haue done tight as he wolde deuyſes 
© he tyme came that reaſon was to tyſe Men dꝛonen 1 the trauers dꝛewe anone 
And after that men daunſed + dzanke faſt This bude was bzough:! to bed as ſtyll as ſton 
Ind ſpytts all aboute the houſe they call Jad whan the bed was with p pꝛeſt bleſſed 
Ind full of toy and blyſſe is tutty man Out of Þ chabꝛe / hath eucry wight htm dzeſſed 
All but a ſquyet that hygijt Dampan Ind January hath faſt in armes take 
Whiche carft defoꝛe the knyght many a bay His freſſhe May his patadyſe his make 
He was ſo tauyſſhed on his lady Ma He lulleth her he kyCeth her full ofte 


That fo: the very payne he was nygh wode Wich the bꝛyſtilles ol his berde vnſofte 
I:-10ft he (welted wo wned there he ſtode Ly ke to theſkyn of hoũdfiſſhe ſharp as a bꝛete 
Ss ſoꝛe hath Uenus hurt hym with her bzode Fo: he was ſſhaue all newe in his mancre 


As thatſhe batte it daunſyng in het haude die tubdeth het vpon her tendes face 

Ind to his bed he went hym haſtely Ind layd thus alas J mult treſpace 
Nomoze of hym at this tyme ſpeke 7 T 0 you my ſpoule / and pou greatly offende 
But there J let hym wepe pnough + pleyne Oꝛ tyme come / that J wyll downe dilcende 
T yll fteſſhe map wyll te we on his peyne But natheles conlidetetij this quod he 


Thete is no woꝛkman / what ſo euer he be 
Perlous fyze'P in the bedſttawe bzedeth That may bothe wozke well and haſtely 
O famyliet foe that his ſetuyte bedetg C his wolde be do at leylet parfetly 


O letuaunt treptour falſe homely hewe It is no foꝛceſhowe longe that we plep 
Lyke to the adder(1lygh in boſome vntte we n ttewe wedlocke coupled be we twep 
God ſhylde vs all from pour acqutyntauce nd bleſled be the poke / that we ben in 

O January dꝛonkhen in plealaunce Fo: in out actes we mowe do no ſynne 
Of maryage ſe howe that thy Damy an A man may do no ſynne / with his wpfe 
Tyhyn owe ſquyet and thy bozne man Ne hurt him ſelte / with his owne knyfe 
Entendeth fo: to do the a velonye Fo: we haut leaue to pley bg bp the lawe 
God graunt the thyn homely foe to eſpyc Thus laboureth he / tyll the day gan dawe 
Fo: in this wo:lde/nys wozſe peſtylence And than he taketh a ſop in fyne clarre 


Tyan an homly foe all day in thy pꝛeſenee Ind vp:1ght/in his bedde ſytteth he 
Parfourmedhath the ſonne his arke dyurne And after that he lange full lowde x cler 


Ther archaunter uc. 


And kyſleth his wyfe / a maketh wanton chere 
Pc was all coltpſſhe /i full of ragety 

Ind full ofiargon/as is a flecked pye 
Thellacke(kyn aboute his necke (haketh 
whyle that he longe lo chaunteth he + craketh 
But god wote/ what May thought in het hett 
Whan (he him ſawe vp lyttynge inhisſhert 
In his nyght cappe with his necke leine 
She pꝛepleth nat his plepeng woꝛth a beane 
Than ſapd he thus my reſt wyll J take 
Aowe dape is come I map no lenget wake 
Ind down he lapd his hecd'i( lept tyll pzune 
Ind aftet whan that he lawe his tyme 

Up rpleth Januaty but fre!Thc May 

She holdeth het chambꝛe toll the tourth day 
Is vlage is ot wyues to2 the beſte 

Fo: euety labout lonnpme mull baue rcſte 
Oꝛels longe map he nat endute 

This is to lap no lpues creature 

Be it kyſſhe oꝛ bitde beeſt oꝛman 

Nowe wyll Jſpcke of wotull Wanpan 
{That langureth fo: loue/as pe (hull hete 
Thecrfoze Aſpeke to him umn this mancte 
J(ay/Oſelp Dampan alat 

Anſwete to this demaunde in this caas 
Howe ſhalt thou thy lady frel[ſhs Map 

Tell chy wo ſhe wyll al way lap nap 

Etze ik thou llpeke he wyll thy wo bewꝛpen 
God be thy helpc can no bettet ſcyn 

Thig icke Dampan in Menus arcat fy:e 
So bꝛenneth that he dycth fo: deln: 

Jo: whiche he putteth his ly fe in aucnture 
No lenget might he in this wyle endurs 

But pauelp/a pennct gan he boꝛowe 

And in alettet wrote all his tozowe 

In manet ota complayncoꝛ a lap 

Unto his freſſhe and tay:elaby Hay 

Ind in aputſcotlylae hinge itonhisthett 
He hath yput I ylayde it at his hett 

That January hath wedded ftellhe Mar 
Che Mone that at none was that day 

Out ot Taure' was in the Cankit llyden 
So longe hath Mapus in het ch unbze byden 
4s cuſtome is vato thete nobles all 

4 b:1de(hall nat etyn in the ball 

Cyll dayes foure/o2 th: c at leſte 
ÞPalſcdbe!thanicther go to feſte 

The fourth dap complete tto noone to noone 
Whan that the bygh malle was done 

In halle late this $anuary and Map 


Jg ft ſhe as is the b:1ght (omers day 
Jud o befyllſthat this good man 

Lie ſembieth him pon this Damyan 
And lapd ſaynt mary howe map this be 
That Dampan cutendethnattome 

Is he ay ſycke oꝛ howe may this betyde 
[13 (quyer/ whiche that ſtode him boſyDe 
Erculed hym bycaulc of his lycknelſ: | 
Whiche lettech him to do his bulynelte | 
None other cauſe m1ght make him to tarre | 
Chatmecfo:thynketh quod this $anuat7e | 
Dcisagentleſquyer by my troutye 

I thathe dyed eit were harme and rouths 

Heis wpſe/difcrete Honeſt andlecre 

Js any man TÞ wotc ofthis begre 

And thcrto manly and ckefarurablc 

Ind fo2 to be a thiufty man right able 


But after mcatce as lone a5 cucr þ nay 


{ wpll mp (clfe vyſitc by) and $3 a5 
To do him all the comtozt 4 can 
Aid fo: that wo:de him bleſſed cucry man 
Chatofhis bounte and his gente 
Ic woldeſo comforteimtyrecznedke 

Bis lgupct fo! it was a gentle dede 
Dame quod this January take goss cfg 
That after meate ye With your Wee 
Whan yehauc be in chamb:e out of this tal 
Thacallyegotolethis Paniyar L 
&©0dohimdypo:theisg gentle map 

Ind celleth char Þ wyll him vytire 

Baue JInothynge but reſted mea ly 

Ind ſpede pou tall to: Þ wpl! abyde 

Tull chatycl lepe faſte by my (yoe 

Ind with this worde he gan co him call 

Ilquycr that was martyall of hes hall 

Ind tolde him certeyn (hynges Wha be Wolbe 

This freiſh Bay hath Nreyght bet wap golds 
With all her women uno ys Damyan 
TD0ow!'ie by his bederde anon late lde chen 
C 011to:tprig hom as goodly asu he map 
This Damyai whanhehis tyme tap 

F11p: up wyic bis putte and eke bes bril 

In whiche that he witten dad all his wyll 
Hach put in to het hande withouten more 
Dau that helyghed right wonderly (0;8 
F1d(oftty tober eight cus layd he 

Meter and that pe dtcouct nat me 

F 62 Þ am deed it that this thyng de kyd 

T his bril had he in het bolo 'ne hyd 

And went het way pe get no moze of mie 


Ne OE 
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Unto Januaty compn than is ſhe Ryght ſo ofher hande a letter made ſhe 

Ind on his deddes full (ofte In whicheChe graiited hun her very grace 

He taketh her / and kpſſcth her full ofte There lacketh nought/but only tyme # ſpace 
And layde him downe to ſlept / ⁊ that anone where that che might to his luſt ſuſtyſe 

de fepned her/as that (he muſt gone Fo; it ſ hall be ryght/as he woll deuyſe 
There as pe wote/eucty wight muſt nede Ind whanſ heſ(aweher tyme vpon a day 

And wean ( he ofthis byll hath take hede To vylite this Damia / goth this freſſg May 
She rent it all to cloutes/and at laſte And ſubtelly a lettet do tone ſhe thꝛiſte 
In the puue (oftely/ hatch ſhe it caſt Under his pylowe/rede it ifhym lyſt 

we ſtadpeiq nowe but fap:e freſſhe May She taketh him by p ho nde r harde him twiſt 
Ino downe by olde January ſhe lay Dolecretly/that no mau it wplt | 
Thati lepte / tyll the cough hath him waked Ind bad hym be all hole x foꝛthe ( hc went 
Anont he pꝛepde het to ſtrypt het naked To January / whan thar he foz her (ent 


Be wolde of her he ſayd haut lore pleaſaunce Up ryſcth Dampan the next moꝛowe 

He ſayd her clothes dyd hum encumbzauce Ali paſſed was his ſyckneſſe ⁊ his ſoꝛo we 
And ſhe obeyed be ſhe leit oꝛ lothe He kembeth him a pꝛopneth him and ppketh 
But leſt Þ pꝛecious folke/ with me be wꝛothe He dothe all that his lady luſt and lpketh 
Howe that de wzought' I date you nat tell And cketo January/he goth as lowe 

Oꝛ whether het thought it paradyle 02 hell Is cucr dyd a dogge fo: the bowe 


But J let hem wertzein het wyſe Vt is lo plealaunt to curry man 

Dyll tuenſonge and that they muſt atyle Fo ctatte is all who ſo chat it can 

Wete it by deſkynt oꝛ by aucnture That cuery wight / is fapne to ſptłt him goed 
Mert it dy influence oꝛ by nature Ind fully in his ladpes grace he ſtode 
Other conltellacton chat in luche aſtate Thus let I Dampan ahoute his nede 

The heuyn ſtode / that tyme foztunate Ind in my tale/fozth J wyll pꝛocede 

Was fo: to put a byll of Uenus werkes Some clctkes holden that felicite 

FJ 02 all thpnge hath tyme as (apne clerkes Stonte in delyte / and therfoꝛe certayne he 
Do ony woman fo to get het loue This noble Januar / with all his myght 
can nat ſay but great god aboue In honeſt wyle as longeth to a knyght 
That kno weth/thatnone acte is cauſcled - Sbhopchimtolyue full delpcioul ly 

Vt derncth all fo: Þ wyll holde mp pecs Vis howlynge his atay as honeſtly 

But ſothe it is howe that this frelſſhe Wap To 113 dete was made as a kynges 

Dath take ſucht impꝛeſlion that day &'non xc other ot his honeſt thynges 

Ok pytt ot this i che man Dampan He hab a gatdapne / walled all with tone 
That tro het hette ſ he ne dꝛiue ne can Do fapʒe a gatdapne wot Inowhere none 
Tue rememb2aunce'fo: to do him calc Foꝛ out of doute / J very ly ſuppoſe 

Certeyn thought ſ he who this thing duplcale That he that wzots/ the Romaũce of the Roſe 
{ hcrereckenat/ Jhyin aſl.rc Nt coude of it/the beaure well deupſe 
Tolouchim beſt of any creaturc Ne ÞP2:1apus/ne myghe nat (uffyſe 
Thoughhe no moꝛe had than his ſhette Though he be god of gardepns / foꝛ to tell 
Lo pytie tenneth (one in gentle herte T he beaute ofthe gardapne / ofthe well 


Hete may pt hete howe excellent frcaunchyſe That ſtode vnder a Lautet al way grene 
In women is whan they hein natowe auyſe Full oft: tyme kyng Pluto and his quene 
Some tyꝛaunt there is as there be many one Pꝛoletpina and all her feyry 


That hath an herte as het de as any ſtone Dilpo ten hem and make melodp 

Whiche wol de haue let him ſtetue in p place Aboute that well / v dauuſed as men tolde 
Well rather than haue gtauted him grace This noble knight / thus Jauuary the olde 
And hem tetoyſen in her ctuell pꝛide Suche deynte hath in it to walken ⁊ to pley 
I'd tecuyd nat to be an homycide That he woldeſuffre/ no wpght to beate p key 


This gentle Map kulfylled of all ppte O auc he him lelke / foʒ ofthe (mall wyket 
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De bare alwap of ſyluet a clycket She .yteth whan her hett wolde to bzeſt 
With the whiche whar he lyſt vnſ hette Upr .that othetſyde this Pampyan 

Ind whan he wolde paye his wyfe his dette Bet oments/ the (0:0ufullpt man 

In (omer ſeaſon / thydet wolde he go T jat euer was fo: ney thet night ne day 

Ind May his wile / and no wight but they two e myght he ſpetzt a woꝛde with freſſhe May 
And thynges that were nat do a bedde Is ot his purpole of none ſuche materc 

He in the gardeyne / perfoꝛmed hem and ſpedde But if that Fanuarp muſt it here 

And in this wyſe many a met day T hit had an hande vpon her cuct mo 

Lyuen this January and freſl he May But natheles by wiityng to and fro 

But wozldly (ope may nat al wap endure And pꝛtup ſignes wyſt he what ſhe ment 

To January/ neno wo2ldlp creature And (ye knewe of the ſame his entent 

O ſodapne happe O thou foztune vnſtable O Januatp what myghe the aucple 

Lyke vnto the Scoꝛpion ſo vrſcepuable Though) mpahtcſl ſe as fer as (hip doch (apic 


That flatereſt with thy heed) whanÞ wylt dig Foz as good blynde is difcepurd to be 

Thy tayle is dethe thoꝛo we thyn enuenomyng Is to ve diſcepued whan a man mayſe 
Ob:ttell tore O thou ſwett popſon queyne Lo Irgus/ whiche that had anbundtb eg 
O thou monſtet thatſubtelly canſt peynt „ Foz all that euet he coude poze and pen 


Thy ayftes bnder he we ok ſ>cyfaſtnelle pct he was blent and god wott be ms 
That thou diſcepueſt bothe moꝛe andlelle That weren wele tbatttisnotheng Cs 
Why haſt thou January thus dilceyued Paſſe ouer is an calc Flayenc wos 
That haddeſt hym foꝛ thy frende receyued This kreſſhe Bay of whiche Tlpabe cf »- 26 
Ind nowe thou haſt berafte bothe his epen In watme ware hath punted this clyket 
Fo: (020we of whiche / he deſyꝛeth to dren Chat January bare of theſmale wicker 
Ilas/this January that is ſo fre By whiche vnto his gardeyn ofre be worn 
Impddehisluſt and htspzoſpcrite I.1d damyan/that kne we het cat: 
gnowe woren blynde / and that all ſodain!y The cſycket counterfayted pꝛiuci 
t wepeth and de wapleth pitoul ly There is no moꝛe to ſay butbaſtc'y 
Ind there withal! the fyꝛe of toleſy Some wonder by this clickct (3! be 
Leſt that his wyfe / hall fall in (ome folp Whiche ye (hall hete ff pc wyfadede 
Do bzent his hcrt'that he wolde fapne Onoble Outd [othe{ayſt thou god wor; 
That (ome men bothe hym and het had flayne what light it is thougd it belong anc ve! 
foꝛ neuet after/ his dethe ne his Iyfy That be nyll tynde it dut in ſfemema cte 
Ne wolde he that ſhe were loue ne wyfe By Puamus and Ty(be mayme Here 


But cucr lyue as a wydowe in clothes blake Though they were kepte ſtreve 101g owrr 2 
Dole as the t urteſl/ that hathloſt her make @ hep be accoꝛded rownyng thotowe 3 4 


But at laſt after a moneth oꝛ twey Thete no wight coude haue fond tach adesge 
Dis ſoꝛowe gan to ſwage ſotde to lay But nowe to purpole. oz that dapcscigte 
foꝛ he wyſt it may none other be Wert palled oz the moneth of Jup!! bey, 

He pacientiy toke his aducrſpte That January hath caught io gtrac a wy! ! 
Saue out of dout may he nat fo:gone FTh:ougheggyng of bis wpfe dym fo: to pay 
That he ne was tolous tuctmoꝛt in one In his gardeyn and no wight but they twey 
Whiche tolouſlp / it was ſo outtagious Thatinamozowe vnto this Par {aid be 
That neythet in hall ne in otder houg Nyle vp my wyke my lou my lady fre 

Ne in none other place neuet the mo The turtcles voice Þ herde my lpoulc (were 
He nolde ſuffre her foꝛ to tyde nt go T he wyntet is gone with his rayncs were 
But it that he had hande on her alway Come fo:the with thyne cyen columdyne 

Foz whiche full ofte wepeth frell he Map Ao we fayꝛet ben thyne even than is wyne 
That ſoneth Dampan ſo tenderly Che gardeyn is cloſed all about 

That ſhe muſt outhet dye ſodainly Come fo:the my [wete (pouts out of doat 

Oz cls ſhe muſt haue hym at her leſi T hou hall me wounded in ment hert! o wyſe 


O.. 


- 


The marchauntes tale. 


No ſpot ot theneknewe J tn all my lyfe 
Come foꝛths and let vs take our dilpoꝛt: 
cheſe fo: the mp wyft and foꝛ my confozte 
che olde leude woꝛdes v(cd he 
On Dampan a(igne made (he | 
That he ſhulde go befo2nc with his clycket 
This Dampan hath opened the wycket 
And in he ſtert and that in (uche manere 
That no wtght myght it ſe ne hete 
And ſtyll he latte vndet a buſſhe anonc 
This January as blynde is as a ſtone 
with May in dis hande and no wight mo 
Jato thts freſſhe gardeyn is he go 
nd clapped tothe wpcket(odainly 

Nowe wpfc quod he here nys but thou and J 
That arte the creature that I beſt loue 

F 0; by that loꝛde that ſytte bs all about 

J had leuet right nowe dye on a knyfe 

Than the offenden/ mpync owne dere wyſe 
Fo: goddes(akethpnke howe | the chees 
Nat fo:couetple/ ne othet good DoUtiees 
Wut onelp to: the louc Þ had to the 

Ind thoughthat J bc olde and map nat ſe 
Betometrewe and J wyll tell the why 
Cettes thꝛe thynges (hulde pe wyn therbp 
Firſt louc of Chiſt and to pour ſelft honour 
Ind all myneHherptage bothe towne and tour 
'# ycue tt you'maketh charters ag pou lyſt 
his ſhalbe do to mozowe 02 the (on ryſt 

So wilely god my ſoule b2trig to dlyſſe 

Ind J p2ap you of couenaunt ye me xkpfle 
And though J be tolous/ wpte me nought 

Ve be lo depe pꝛinted in my thought 

That whan I conſydecr pour beaute 

Ind there withall the vnlykelyheed of me 

J map nat cetteſle though Þ ſhulde dye 
Joꝛbete to ben out of pour company 

4 02 very lſouc / this ts withouten dout 
Nowe kyſſe me wpfe/ artdlet bs rome about 
This freſſhe Jan 'whanſhe the woꝛdes herde 


Benigneiy to January anſ\werde 

But fp21} and foʒwatde ſhe began to wepe 
JT haue quod ſhe i a ſoule fo: to kepe 

As well as pe i and allo myne honour 
And of mp wpfehyod that tendzc flour 
Whiche that J haue aſſuted in your honde 
When that the pꝛe: ſt to pou mp body bonde 
Wherfoze I wpll ani were in this manere 

Witz che leaue of pou my loꝛde ſo dere 
Apzapto god that neuet da mt that day 


That J ne ſtetue / as foule as woman may 
It euet I do to mp kyn that ſhame 

Oꝛels that Jempep:e ſo mp name 

That J be falle / and if J do that lacke 

Do ſtripe me and put me in a lacke 

Ind in the next ryuet do me d zenche 

Jam a gentplwoman and no wenche 

Why ſpeke ye thus but men be euet bntrewe 
And women haue tepꝛefe of pou ape newe 
ye can nont other comunycacion J leue 
But ſpeke to vs of dntruſſ and vs repzcue 
And with that woꝛde (he (awe where Dampan 
Satte in a buſſhe and knilehe began 

Ind with her fpngers (1q11cs made lhe 
That Damyan ({buldeclyme vp on atte 
That charged was wich 'Tute/ and vp he went 
Fo: verily he kne we all het entent 

And cuery ligne that (he i(cude make 

Well bette than January het owne make 
Fo:tnaletter (heh ad toide hym all 

Of this mater howe he wp2che (hall 

And thus J lethpm (ptte in the perp 

Ind January with Map rompng merp. 


N 13tght was the ſon '# blewe p kitmament 
Phe bus of golde / doun his btames hath 
To gladen cuery flour w his warmnelle (ſent 
He was that tyme in Genunts as I gelle 
But iytell fro his declynacton 
Ot Cancer / Joutseraltacion 
And lo it fyil / that in a bꝛight mozowe tyde 
That in t gradepn on the farther ſyde 
Pluto that is khpngot the fapzie 
Ind many a lady in his company 
Folowyng his wyke / the quene Pꝛoſerpync 
Eche aftet othet / right as any ly:1e 
Wbyles that (he gadered floutes in a mede 
In Claudpan pe map the (to:tes tede 
Howe in his grilelp carte he her fette 
This kyng of Feptie adowne hym lette 
Upon a beuche of turues fapꝛe and grene 
Ind right anone ſaid he thus to his quene 

My wyfe qð he there may no wyght (ay nay 
The erpetience ſo pꝛoueth tt euety day 
The treaſon / whiche that women do to men 
Ten hundꝛed thouſande tellen Þ can 
Enſamples and of pour vntrouthe x brotyines 
© Salomon wple/ and richeſt of all riches 
Julfylled of (apience/andof woaldly glozie 
Well wo:thp be thy woꝛdes in memozie 
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To euety wight / chat wytte and reaſon can 
T hus pꝛapſeth be pet the bounte of man 
Among a thouſonde men/pet founde I one 


But of all women kounde he neuet none (neſſe 
Thus ſaid þ kyng/h ſo knoweth your wickeo⸗ 


Ind Jeſus filius Stracke / as I geſſe 
Ne ſpeketh of you but ſelden teueren 
I wylde fyꝛe / and a coꝛtupte peſtylence 
So tall on your bodies / vet to nyght 

Ne le pe nat this honozable knight 
Bycaàuſe alas! that he is blynde and olde 
Dig owne man ſhall make hym Cokolde 
Lo whete he lyt the lechout in the tre 
Nowe wyll Igtaunt ot my mageſte 
NAnto this olde blynde wo2thp knyght 
Tat he ſhal haue ayen his even ſyght 
Whan that dis wpfe wolde do hym viians 
han ſhall he kno we all her harlocrp 
Bothe in tepꝛefe of her and other mo 

pc ſhall quod P:oſcrpyng/and wyll ye (0 
Nowebp mp mothers (oule/ſir Pl were 
That I (hall yeue her (ufficianc anluett 
And all women after fo: her lake 
Though thep be in any gylte ptakt 

with face bolde they ſhall hem lelke excuſe 


Ind heate hym do wne! that wolde hem accuſe 
Fo: lacke of anſwere/none of hem(hu!l dyen 


A had he ſene a thyng with bothe his cycn 
yct ſhull we women / (o viſage it hardly 
Ind wepe and ſwete / and chyde ſubtelly 
So that pe men / ſhull be as leude as gees 
hat tecketh me of pour auctozitee v 

J wote wele this ie we this Salomon 
Fonde ok vs women mo foles than one 
But thougd he ne konde no good woman 
yet haue there founden manp another man 
women full true full good and vertuous 


wytneſſe of hem thatdwell in Ch:iſtes hous 
with martyzbome' they pꝛeued their conſkauce 
The Romayne teſtes/ eke make temembauce 


Of many a very true wyfe allo 

But lit / nebenat wꝛothe alſo 

though he ſatd he fonde no good woman 
I pꝛay you take the ſentence of the man 

Ne ment thus that in ſouetaynt dounte 
Nys nont but god / that ſytteth in Ctinyte 
Eye koꝛ very god that nys but one 

what make ye ſo moche of Salomone 


What thaugh he made a temple goddes hous 


what though he were tiche and gloztous 


Som ehe cht a temple of falſe goddes 


Dow inyght he do a thyng 5 moze foibode ts 


Pa ge as fayꝛe as ye his namt enplaſtet 
I: was a lechout and cke an ydolaſtet 
Ado in his elde de very god foxſoke 

Ind if god ne had as (atthe the bote 
yſpated fo: his fathers (akc he ſholbe 
Haue loſt htsreigne/rather than he wolde 
Jycueryghenought of all the vclonp 
That he of women w2tterh a butter y 
Jama woman/ nedes T muſt ſpeke 

O: (18 (well/ tyll mynec bert bietze 

Fo: ſithen ye lay that we ben tangelereTes 
Fs cuer I mote b:okchole my tretſes 

17 ſball nat ſpate nowe toꝛ no cutteſy 


To lpcke hem hatme that woldec vs beten 
Dame quod this Pluto de no lenger wich 


Irtucu vp/but (ithe were mync ottie 
That Iwpllgtraunt hem his ſightagar ge 
Pp woꝛde (hall (taribe Tar peucct ere 
Jamakyna /it\ytremenatto're 

And Ja quent quod (cok rhe feruc 


' Her anſwetre ſhall (hc haue JF vodert 2% e 


Let vs no mo woꝛdes herof make 
Forſothe Y wyliyou no ſengat contr arp 
Nowe let vs toutne agarne to Jantiar) 


That in the gardeyn/ with big tee 


Spngetd full merper than the Por 
you lout I belt and (bal and oryer 10: 
Ho longe about the aleyes 18 be gon. 
Coll he was come aventit that pike perry 
Where as this Dampan (verech full merry 
And high among the freſſhe !eaues 2 rene 


This freſſhe Bay that i8(9 b21gbe and (hire 


Ganfo;to(ighe!/ and laid: alas my(vyde 


Nowe ſit quod ſhe ko: ought that mar betpyy 


I muſt haut of the pectes that I le 

Oꝛ T mud dye ſoſoze longeth me 

Co eate ot the (male perres grene 

Nelpe fo: het louc that is of beuyn qQuene 
F cell you well a wornan in my plyte 

Way baue in frute (0 areat an appetyte 
Chat (he may dyen but tht of it baue 
Nas quod he/thac Þ nc dad here a knaue 
That coude chymbe/ alas alas quod de 
That I am blynde: ye ſit no foꝛct quod (he 
But wolde ye bouchlate fo: goddes lake 

MT he pery within your armes fo:cotake 
Fe1 wele I wore! that ye mytarſt me 


@ han (hulve J cfpmbe well ynougd quod ſhe 
G. in. 


» 
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So Im fete mpght ſette bpon pour backe 
CirreCe quodhe/therof ſualde no lacke 

Might I pou helpen/ with mpne hett blode 
Ne ſtoupetiz adowne! + on bis backe ſhe ſtove 
And — det by a twp! and bp (hc gothe 
Ladyes I p:8p pou be nat wzothe 

J can nat gloſe / I am a tude man 

And anone this Dampan 

Gan pan vy the (mocke! and in he thzonge 
And whenthat Pluto ſa we that wzonge 

To Januarp! yafe agayne bis ſygut 

And made hym ſe/ as well as euer he mpght 
Ind whan that he had caught bis (t1ght agayne 
Ne wasthereno man of thyng (ofayne 

But on his wpfe/ his thought was euermo 

Up to the ttet de caſt his cyen two 


And (awe howe Damian his wpfe hath dzeſſed Me kyſſeth het / and clyppeth her full ofte 


In ſuche manet tt maycnat be expꝛeſſed 

But it J wolde (peke vncurteſly 

Out heſpe alas hatowe he gan ctyt 

I ſttongt lady hore what doſt thou 

ud (he an(wered(ir! what apleth pou 
{)2ycpacicnce and reaſon in your mpnde 

I haut you holpen! of bothe your epen blynde 
Up pcry!l o? my ſoule I ſhall nat lyen 

is me was taught to deale with pour tyen 
Mas notypng det / to makt pou toſe 

Than koꝛ to ſſcogle with a man in a tte 

God wote J dyd it tn full good entent 
Sttogle quod he yt all gate in it went 

God powpcue bothe/ a ſhamefull dcth to dyen 
He dyd che(o/Jiawe it with mpne eyen 

And tis JÞ be hanged by the halle 

Than is quod ſhe mp medicpne falſs 

F 0: certatnlp/ if pempghtſe 

pc woldenat (ep theſe wozbes tome 

yt haut ſeme glomſyng and no perfyte ſight 
Iſe quod he as well ag ever Jmpghe 
Thanked be god with bothe myne epen two 
Ind by my trouthe/me thought he dyd ſo 

yt maſe good (ir quod ſhe 

his thaune haue J/foz I made you ſe 

Nas quod ſhe ſthat eue t J was ſo kynde 

No we dame quod he / let all paſſe out of mynde 
Come downe my lee / and if I baue maſſayde 
God deipe me ſo / as I am apayde 

But by mp fathers ſoule J went haue (ne 
we that thts Damyan bad by the lene 
that thy (mocke/ he layde yon his dei 


xte ſu anod ſhe/ ye may went as ye ty} 


But ſir qð ſhe / a man that waketh of his I epe 
De map nat ſo ſodainiy take kepe 

upon a thpnge/ne ſe it ſo perfitcly 

Cyll that be be well ada wed verily 

Rig ut ſo a man! that blynde bath be 
At map nat ſodainly / ſo ſoone well ſe 

Iitſt wean his (1ght is ne we comyn agapne 
Is he that hath/a dap oꝛ tivepne yſayne 

C yll that your (ight / pſeticd be a whyle 
bete may full man a ſigbt you begple 
Beware J pay pou / foꝛ by brupn zyng 

Full many a man weneth to ſe athyng 

And pet it is all another than it (emech 

De that myſconctyuetij / ofte mpſdemeth 
And with that woꝛde ſhe epte fro the tre 
This Januaty / who is gladde but he 


And on her wombe/ he ſtrpketh her full ſofte 
Ind to his palaps/home he hath het labde 
Nowe good men J pꝛay be merp and gladde 
Thus endet here mp tale of January 

God bleſſe vs all and his mother Matp. 


Chere endeth the Marcyauntes 
tale / and here folo weth the 
Squiets pꝛologe. 


At hoſt in his ſtyruppes ladet anon: 
() Ind (aid good mt / harkneth euerichon 
This was a ſharpe tale foz the nones 
Sit pariſſhe pꝛeelt qQb he / foꝛ goddes boncs 
Tell vs a tale as was thy fozwarde poze 
Iſe well / that labouted men in loze 
Rno we moche thyng / dy goddes dignyte 
Tube perſon hym an were d bencdicite 
What apleth the man / (o ſpnfully to (were 
Our Yoſt an(wered/ © Janken be pe there 
JF ſmell a lollete in the wynde quod he 
No we good men quod out hoſt herkeneth me 
Ibydety foz goddes digne paſſpon 
Fo: we (hull haue no we a pzedicacton 
Tis lollare wyll pzeche bs here (om what 
Nap by my fathers ſoule that ſhall he nat 
aid the Squyer/beſhall nat here pzechs 
He ſhall no golpeill gloſe bete ne tiche 
We leue all in the great god quod he 
He wolde (owe ſome 
Oꝛ pn gent ocle in our clene co2ne 
And cherkozc bed, I ware the befozne 


My (olpe body ſhaH a tale tell 

J1d Jſball clynke you ſo merp a bell 

That it (hall waken all this company 

But it ſhall nat be ot philoſophy 

Neof Bbiſlyas/ ne termes queynt of la we 
There is but lytell laten in mp mawe, 


T Surrep/in the !andeof Tart rp 
II Theredwelled a kyag f watted rufſy 
Thoꝛowe whiche there dyed Many a Doughty 
Thisnoblr kyng was c'cped C obaſran (man 
Wwhiche inhistyme was of fo gre 3? renou!! 
Thatthcre was no where id no region; 

So ctellent a loꝛde mallthyng 
Helichednoug' t that longed to akyng 

Jg of the ſecte of whiche he was bo2ne 
tckeptchislay! to whiche he was(worne 
411b therto he was hardp/ wyſe/ and riche 
Pytous/tuſte and alway y!tcbe 

© 0the of hig worde benigne and hono:able 
Ot his cozagt as any center ſtable 

yonge freſſhe/ſtronge in armes delyꝛous 
Is any bachelet dwellyng in his hous 

IJ fapꝛe petſone he was! and fortunate 

Ind kepte alway ſo well roya!l cſtate 

That there was no whereſuche a man 

his noble kyng / this tarty2 C ambuſcan 
Nt had two ſonnes on Aiphet his wyke 

Of whiche the eldeſt hyght Ylgarſyfe 

That other (onne was cleped Camballo 


The Squpets 


C Thus endeth the Squters pꝛo⸗ 
logue/ and hete begyu⸗ 
ncth bis tale. 
c 


J dougbtet had this worthy k 
Thatyongeit was and rat C4 
Buttozrtotell you of Her braure 
#*:1vti, natin my tonge neminyonmrn; 
T oats 101 4kc on me (obygd 3 
Ind elle ton engiy (The 16 tl wt! ice 
Trmuitbeaclerke anda rectiolwe crrcelicn 
& (jIt kni we the colours lonar' acct; 
Tt hclhulde diierpe her am euery parte 
Jamnoſuche Y mult (pcke as 4 £31 
Ind lo bekplltches Cambul can 
Dath twenty wyncer boze hs dradems 
Xs he wenttro yerc topttepdeme 
Dcletthefeite ot Lig natnuity 
Tone cryve! thozowe out DSarayr the cer 
Thciiſte Jbug of Parche after the vere 
Phcbus the lonne full ion was and clerk 
$0: he was nygh his craltacion 
In Mattis fact and in hs manſton 
In Jues the hote colerike (1gne 
a luſty was/the wether aud trmpane 
fo: whiche the foules 'apens the tonne (hene 
What to; the ſealon and the ponge grene 
G lll, 
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The Squyers tale 


Full ſoudeſongen here affections 
Hem [imedto getpn them pꝛotections 
Agapu the ſ werde of wyntet kent and colde 
Tyts Cambuſcan / of whiche J pou tolde 
In cpall veſtementcs ſat on his deys 
With dyademe full bygh in bis paleys 
And holte his feſte ſo ſolempne and ryche 
T hat in this woꝛloe was thet e none it ſyche 
Ot whiche pt J (bulde cell all the rap 
Than wolde it occupye a ſometes day 
And eke it nedeth nat to deuyſe 
At euetp coutſe the 02d2c of det ſetupſe 
I woll nat tell ot het ſtrange ſe wys 
Ne of het (wannes ne of her heronſewps 
Ee in that lande as teſſen knyghtes olde 
Is lome meate that ig ſull deynte holde 
That in this lande men tecke of it but (ma'l 
Thete is no man that may tepozteu all 

J woll nat tatye pou fo: itispumt 

And for it tsnofrupt but ſoſſe of tyme 
Tintompeitſtetaſt woll haue mytecouts 
oc bcipllithat aftce the thyzde cours 
\whiics this kyng tatthusinhisnobley 
Derkenyng bis mpntralcs here thynges plap 
Betont hymat his bode delicrouſly 

$1 atche hal dot all ſodeynly 

& here tame a knygyit vpon aſtede of b:ag 
Ind inhts hande a bode mittout of glas 
Upon this thombue he had of goſoeatyng 
And bytis(yde/anaked(werdehangyng 
Ind vphetydeth tothe hygh bo2de 
Taallthe hal! ! ne was thete (poke a worde 
Fo: meruarl!of this kryghthym to beholde 
Jud buſcly they wayten pong and olde 
Theſtraungeknyght that came ſo ſodenlp 
Fi! armed ſauehisheed full rychelp 
Salueth kyng quene and lozdcs all 
Borde 28 thep (itten tn the hall 

With ſo hyghttuctence and obcpſaunce 

As well tulpeche asm contenaunce 

That Gawen with his olbe curtiiye 
Thougt he werecome agayn out of feitye 
Necoude hym amende with a worde 

Ind after this befo2« the hygh bo:de 

De with manly voyce (apd tis meſſage 
Ifrer the fourme/b(ed in his langage 
Without vice of (pilabyll or letter 

Id fo: his tale chulde ſeme the better 


Accoꝛbant to his woꝛdes was his chere 


Ls teacheth art of ſpeche hem that it lete 


A be it that I can nat ſo wne his ple 

Ne Icau nat clymbe on lo hygù a ſtyle 

T han ſay Ithus to the comen entent 

Thus mochc amounteth all that be ment 

I it ſo be that I baut it in myude 

He ſayd / the kyngof IJtabpe and of Jude 
My lyegt lozde on this ſolempne dap 
Salucth ou as he beſt can and map 

And ſendeth you honour at pour feſte 

By me that am all redp at your heſte 

This ſtede of b:as' that ealclp and well 
Canintheſpace of a dapnaturell 

This is to ſay in foute and twenty houres 
Where you lyſte in d2oughte oz in (ho wzes 
Bete pour body in to cuery place 

To whiche your het te wylneth / fo: to pale 
zrthout wem of you tho iough foule o {apze 
Oꝛit pou lyſt to flye as hygh in the ape 

Is dothe an cq'e whan hi m lyſt to ſoze 

T bis lame ſteve (hall beate poucuetmoze 
without harme/tyilpe be the te pe lyſte 
Tbough that vellepe on (11s backe oz teſte 
J11d tourne agayne with wzythyng of a ppn 
De that it w:ought couthe many a gyn 

Pe wayteb many a conſtehlacton 

O:hchad wiougbtechtsopetrscion 

And knewe many a ſea't! and many a bonde 
Thtsmirrour cke that F have in mpn honde 
Hathſuche a mygbt that men map int le 
\whan thcreſhail fall anp aducrſite 

NAnto pour regne/02 vnto pour (clfe allo 

Aid operily who18 your frende 0; fo 

And overall thts. , any lady bpghe 

Had ſet her herte/cn anp inancr wyght 

It he be falle (he ſhall hig trcaſon ſe 
kuüsnewe loue and all hes ſübtylite 

So openſy / that there ſhall no thyng hyde 
wherfoze agaypns this luſty lomets tpbe 
This mittout and this tyngeſas pt map le 
He ſente hath to my lady Canace 

pour trcellent doughtet that is here 

Che vertue of this eynge/ if pc woll hett 

Ts this if that bet lyſſ it foz to were 

Tlpon het tombe oz in het putſe it bete 

M herets no fouſe that fiyeih vndet heuen 
That (he ne ſhall vndetſtande his ſteven 

And kno we his meanpyng open and plapn 
Ad auſ wert hymn in his !angage agapn 

And cuttygtaſſe that groweth pon the tote 
Spe lhall kno we and whom it woll do bote 


I}! be hts wottndeneuerſodepe 02 wpde 

Tits naked (wervde/that hangeth by my ſyde 
Suche vertu hath/ what man yeſmpte 
Tho:owe out his au mute it woll kerue t byte 
Wett it as thicke as a bzaunched oke 

Ind what man is wounded with the ſtroke 
He (hall neuer be holc / tyll ye lyſt of grace 

Ao ſtcoke hym with the plat / in the lame place 
Chete he is hutt / that is as mykell to (ayne 

pe mot with the platſ werde agayne 
Strokehpm tn the wounde and it woll cloſe 
This is a verraploth withouten gloſe 

Ly fapleth nat whyles it is in pour holbe 

Ind whan the knight hath thus his tale tolde 
te rode out of the hall / and downe He ſyght 
Dis (tede which that ſhone/ as the (o-mne beyght 
Stont in the court ſtpll/ as any ſtone 

This knyght in to the chamb2e is ledde anone 
And is vnatmed and tomeateplette 

The pꝛeſentes beryghtrpchely kette 

Tyte istolay thelwerde and the mirrour 
Ben bone anone into the hyghtout 

With certapn officers/0:depred therkoze 
Ind varo Canace/this rynge 1s bo!e 
So0lemply there ſhe (at at the tabyll 

But (1c>crlp | withouten anp fabpll 

The hoꝛs of brag/that may natbecremevyued 

FJrſtonr/as1t were in the gtrounde ycleupd 
hey map it nat out of rhe place D2yue 
Jo:nonc engins / wyndas ne polyue 

Ind cauſe whp/fo: they cannat the crafte 

Ind therko2ze in the place they haust lafre 

© pllthat the knyght Have aught hem che mas 
To vopden hym as pe ſhulſaktet hete nete 
Great was the pꝛeale that (wet med to and tro 
To gawrynonthe hoꝛg chat ſtode o a 
Fo: itſo hpgh was ſo bzoreandlolonge 

Do well pꝛopoꝛcioned to be ſtronge 
Uyghtas it were a ſtede of Lumbatdpe 
Therwithſoho:fly/andſoquykec atcye 

Is ic agentyll poſeyn courſer wett 
F0:certes/from his tapſe vingahis ere 
Naturcne art coude hym 14t amende 

Inno degte as all the people wende 

Tut cucrmoze het moſte wonder was 

No we that it coude go and was of bras 

It was a fergye as all the people (erned 

Diuerſefolke DtvUEerſlp they demed 

As many hedcs as many wyttces there ben 

They mo:medx a, as doths al warime of been 


The Squyerst 


id cn kyſſes after her fantaſye 
tie! cſpng of the olhe poctrye 
J o(ayd it was lpke the gie 
” hcho:s that had iges fa: to five 
2:18 it was the nrekes ho:s Sron 
That bzought Tr-ye dato deſtruction 
As men inthyſeo'cegcſtes reve 
zPpn hett quod once is cuttmozcindede 
Itto we (ome me of armes be rhery!1 
@ hat(hape hem this cptc foro wn 
It wete tyght good that all uche thy g were 
Inotherrowned tohtis firiome lone oke 
Ind ſapd helped fo! it was rather ert: 
Jnapparencemadcebeiome migrke 
Js 1ogclours plepr at the feste — itt 
Of londzpydoubtes thus ther tanar!! 2081: 
Ialecwdepcoplencmena'dircomonty 
Of thynges that bent mane — ut! 
T 1jan thep konne 11 hcr ewd ner 
C yep demyngladſy torhebadoere 
Ind ſome of them wond;: 
_ hatbo:nc was d p11 to th 
Nowe men myght in itfuche tho gls 
Jothet ant wered — 1 44 
2 aturaiir made by compoſt! 
Of aungeles and of !!yreftec! 
Ind ard thatin Romc was 
They (pakec of Jlocen and of v1 
Ind of Iriſtotc!! th It Wilke Th 
Of quernte mittouts and of 
Js k:10we they Q93thaurhe:! 
4 1b ofhcrfoike h1uc woldec! 
That wol! peryll ye thiouny cy 
Ind frll inipeche of Theiephut 
$:1d of Ichrlles with his guerre 
F >; be coude with it bothe hee and det 
Urghemtuche wile as met { 
Oln »dichetrgdtno We rebant red ele beten 
Tberſpeken of ſondzy hard! * of metall 
Ind ſpeken of medicines ther with alt 
And howe 21D whan ith — itded de 
Whiche ovnznowe 19 ala: clo we 
ho ſpetzt ther than of Canaces tyng 
Ind ard thatallſuche wonder tbyng 
Et crafte of tynges hcrde they neuer non 
Saucthat he Mayſes and Feng Salomon 
Dada mancr connyng of (uche an arte 
Chus(eynihe people and dꝛiawen hema patte 
Bitneucertheleſte (ore ſard that it was 
\Wo:;derto make of kerne all hes glas 
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The Squyers tale. 


Ind pet is glaſſe nat lyke aſſ hen of fernt 

But fo2 they haue no we it ſo ferne 

Chertoꝛe ccfleth het langlyng and her wondze 
Is (02e wond2e/ (ome onecaulc of the thundze 
Onebbeon flode on goſſomer and on mp lt 
Ind on all thyng tyll che cauſe is wp 

Thus tanglen thep and demyn and deupſe 
Tyll that the kyng gan from his boꝛ de atypſe 
Phe bus bath loſt the angle metidyonall 
And pct aſcendyng was thc beeſt rpall 

The gentyll lpon with his aldzian 

Wyhan that this tattyʒ kyng Cambuſcan 

Hole ftom the boꝛde thete he (at full hre 
Bttoꝛnt hym gothe the loude mynſt tally 

Tyll that he came to his chab:e of Parementcs 
Therc as they (ownen dpuers inſttumentes 
Tha? is lyke an heuen fo? to here 

Mowe daunſen luſty ulenus chyld zen dere 

Io in the fyſſhe het lady (atte full hyc 

Ind lokethonhem with a frendly c1 e 

bis noble kyna ts lettt vpon higtrene 

This Nranagaeknyght is fette to hym full ſoone 
Ind on the daunce he gothe with Canace 

crc ils the reucl aid thetolpte 

atis nat able a dull man to deurſe 
I'cmuſtb3icknoweloue and bits letruyce 
Tobe afeſtiyche man as fteſſhe as Map 
©hyatihullyoudeurien ſuche atap 


no coadeycutelſthe kozme ot daunces 


Do vnc uthe aud ſoftellhecountenauncts 
Sucizelubteiilokyng'and dilſpmulynges 
J 0: D2edc of tolouſy' mennes parcepupnges 
(\omanbutLancidtor and hers becd 
@ijxrfo:c Fpallc oucr ok ailthts (uſtphecd 
Tt'gaypnomo:ce/ butinchte tolrnelle 
ſethem toll mento ſuppet hem dꝛeſſe 
KT {ze ſte watrdabpddeth (pyces foztohpe 
J decke the wync tn all this melody 
ThtvThcrs andthe (quycty ben gone 
Thc ſpyces and the wpnc is comen anone 
Thcy cateand d:nke'+ whan this was at ende 
Unto the temple. ag reaſon was they wende 
The letupte done; they (oupen all by dap 
Whatnedeth me reberce het aray 
Eche man wote wcle/thatakpngesfcſt 
Dath plente to the moſt and to the leſt 
And denties mo than be in my knowpng 
And after ſupper gothe this noble kyng 
CTo ſe his hoꝛſe of bꝛaſſe / with all the rout 
Ot lozdes/and of ladyts hym about 
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Such wod:tng was therc/of its hozle of bzag 
Thatſythenthegreatſicge of Trop wag 
Thercas men ſawe / (uchc an hoſe allo 

Ne was there ſuche wond:tng/as was tho 
Butfinalip/ the kyng af ked the knyght 

The bereue of this coutlet and the myght 
Ind Pjapbe to tell bpm his gouernaunce 

The hozſe anone/ gail totryppe and daunce 
wha that this knight lapde bande on his rapne 
Ind laid ſir: there is no moꝭ to ſapne 

But whan you lpſt to ty den anp where 

ye muſt ttyll a pynne that (ton; in his erg 
whiche 7 (hall you tell / bytwire vs {wo 

ye mote nempnt hym to what place allo 

Oꝛ to what tcountte / that pe lyſt to cyde 

4nd whan ye come thete pe lyſt to byde 
Bydde bpm diſcende/ and tryll another pyn 
Fo thet in lyeth / the effect of all che 7yn 

Ind he woll do wne diſcende and do your Wpll 
Ind in that place ye wpll abyde fly 
Though all the woꝛloe hath the cotrary [woze 
He (hall natthens be dꝛawe ne boze 

And 024t pou lyſl bydde hym thens gone 

T rpll this pyn and he wyll vanpſſ he anone 
Out of the light of euety maner wight 

Ind come agapne be it by dap 02npght 
Wan that pou lyſt clepen hym agapne 
Fnlucheagyle/as 7 ſhall to pou ſapne 

Bit wene me and pou/and that cight (oons 
18yde whan pou lyſt thete ig no moze to done 
Cntozmed whan the kyng was ot the knyght 
Ind hath cenceyued in his wpttearight 

The maner and ths fozme of this thyng 

Full gladde aud blythe was this noble kpng 
{Kepep21ng vnto his tcuell as befozne 

The bꝛidell is to the to wꝛe pbozne 

Ind kepte among his ie welles leke and dere 
The hoꝛſe vaniſſhed / Inot in what manere 
Out ok her ſtght ye gett no moe of me 

But thus Jet in luſl and in toly te 

T bts Cambuſcan/ bts1ozdes feſtyng 

T pll well nighe the dap gan to lpꝛing. 


¶ explicit pꝛima pats: Et 
lequitur pars 
lecunda. 


waa 


He nozice of digeſtion the ſlepe (pe 

1 Gan on hem wpnke / 4 bad hem take ke 
That moche meate and labour wyll haue teſt 
Ind with a gapyng mouthe / he hem all keſt 
Ano laid tt was tynie to lpe adowne 
Fo: blode was in his dompnactone 
Chery!Theblode' natures ſtende quod he 
They thanken hym galpyng/by two bÞ the 
Ind cucry wight gan dzawe hym tohts teſt 
Js ſlepe hem badde and toke tt foz the beſt 
Het dꝛemes (hall nat be tolve for me 
Full were her hcedes of fumolite 
That cauleth dꝛeme of whiche there is no chars 
They (leppn) tyll it was pztme large (ge 
The molt parte but if it were Canace 
Ohe was full meſutable / as women be 
F 0: of het father/ bath the take het leue 
Togotoreſt loone aftcr ut was tue 
Het lyſt nat appalled fo2 to be 
Ne on the mo20we/ vnkeſtlyche fo: toſe 
Jud ſlepte het {trft lee and awoke 
J 0: (uche a tope / ſhe in bet mp:rour tobe 
Bothe of her Kyng and ot yer my2rour 
That twenty tymes lhe chaunged colour 
Ind in her llept right tor the impzellpon 
Of her mpꝛrout ſhe had a viſyon 
\whertoze oz the ſonne gan vp glyde 
She cleped vp her mailtrces here beſp'de 
Ind ſaid that het luſt foꝛ to arpſc 
Theſc olde women that ben gladiy wyle 
Is her maiſtres! an(wered her anone 
Ind ſald: Madame wheder wyll yy gone 
Thus etip fo; folke ben all in ref 
I wyll quod ſhe atyſe foꝛ me leſt 
Ao ſengat ſlepe / but walken about 
Her maiſttes cleped women a great tout 
And vp they ryſen / wele ten oz twelut 
Up tyſeth freſſhe Canace het ſeſue 
Js ruddp and bztght/as the yvong lonne 
That in the Ram is four degrees proine 
No higher was he whan (hc tedy was 
Ind fozthe (he walketh eaſe:y apaas 
Irayed aftcr/ the luſty (ſeaſon (ote 
Lightly fo; to play and walken on fote 
Nat hut with fyue oꝛ lite of her mepne 
Ind in a ttenche / koꝛthe in the parke gothe (he 
T he vapout / whiche fro the erthe giode 
Waketh the (onne to ſhyne tuddy and bꝛode 
But neuerthelſeſſe it was fap2c of (1ght 
That it made all her hertes fo: to 1y gt 


The Squyers t, 


What toe ſeaſon and the moznyng 

Ind u the foules that ſhe berbe (png 

Fo ight anone (he wyſt what they mert 

Li tht by her ſong / and kne we all het entent 
he hnotte why that eucrp tale is tolde 

{f itt be tatyed tyll the luſt be colde 

Of em chat haue it harkened after p0:c 

The lauout paſſeth and tuet lengat the mo;8 
Foz fullomneſle of his pꝛolitite 

Ind by the lame reaſon thynketh me 

Fit;ulde vato the knotte conDdilcenDe 

Indo make of het walkyng (oone an ende 
Impdde atrefo:derepde/as white as any (als 
Js C anace was plapeng in her walk t 
There (ate à faucon cuet het heed full 55 
That with a pitous vopce lo gan to ciye 
That aſlthe wode reſowned of ber cr7e 


And beaten had het (eke (o pitouſly 


With bothe het wynges tyll the recd t ode 
Kan endlong the tre there as (be od 
Ind euct im one ſhectyed alway and 
And with het beckt berlelfe to twrggt 
That thete nas Cygte no: (octucf tort? 
That dwellech outhet in wode d zun; | 
Tait nolde haue wept if he wepe cx 

Fo: loꝛowe Of her ſhiche alma! 

f 02 thre was ncuer yet mano 

J thathecoude a Faucon wel 
Chathirecot luche another of ' 2; 
Is well of plumage as of gent 
O: (happe and al! that myagh ork 

FF ?4{lcon peregryne than lect ih 

Of kremdelande and cuctmwezc as hel 
Shelwownednowe +4110 we fot laicke of ! 
Tull well nvghte 1s (ye fallen fro the cre 

This kapze kpnges Doughter C 3:2ack 
Thaton her fpnagre barethe uc ncteng 
Thoꝛowe which (he brudertode well c1455ry ff 
That any foulemay 1: 518 ledenlarnt 16 
Ind coude al were in bis leden agarie 

Dath vnderſtande what this faucon (ard 

Ind well night foz the routhe amol lhe der d 
Ind to the tre ſhe gotye full taſtely 

Ind on this taucon lokcth full pitouly 

Ind belde het lappe abzode fo: well (he wot? 
Thefaucon muſt fall tro the twp 

whar that itlwowneb nert fo; lacke of blods 
IX long whple to wayte thece (he ſtode 

Tyſlat the laſt (be lpakt in this mancte 

Aito the hauke! as pe (hall aftri hett 


— 


The Squyers tale 


What is the cauſe! if ttbefoz to telf Tpll that the faucon badde het be ſtyll 
That ye be in this furtall payne of hell Ind with aſighe/thusſhe ſaid her wyll | 
Nupd Canact / bnto thts hauke aboue There I was b2eed / alas that harde dap 
Is this (020 we ot dethe 02 folle of loue And foſtred in a roche of marble gray 
Fo; as J trowe! theſe bea the cauſes two Sotcnderlp thatnothpng ayled me 
That cauſen molt a gentyll hert wo I ne wyſt what was aduetſyte | 
Of other harmt / it recketh nat to ſpeke Tyll I cpude ſlye / full hyt vnder the (ky 


Foz ye pourſelife pour (elfe ye wꝛekt Tho dwelleda/Tarcelet me faſt by | 
Whiche pꝛeueth well / that outher louc oꝛ dꝛede That ſemed well of all gentylneſſe N 


Mote be encheſon of pour ctuell dede All were he full of treaſon and falſneſſe 

Syn that Uſe none other wight you chace It was lo wzapped vnder humble chere 
Foz loue of god / ſo do pour ſeite grace And vnder he we of trouthe / in luche manere | 
what map de pour heipe fo: welt ne Ee} xinder pleſaunce!/and vndet buſp papne ( 
awe J neuer 0: noweſby2de no: beeſt That Ine coude haue wende he coude fapne 4 
Chat farde with bym ſeife ſo pittouſly So depe in greyn hedyed his colours 
peſlee me with pour ſoo we vertly Right as a ſetpent bydeth hym vndet flours 5 
haue of pou (o great compaſſion Tyll be map ſe his tyme toꝛ to byte . 
02 goddes loue come fro the tree adowne Right ſo this god of loues ppoctite 4 
And as J am a kynges doughter tre we Dothe ſo his ſettmonyes / and his obeylaunces N 
Ik that Þ verily the cauſes unt we Ind kepeth tn ſemblaũte / all bis obſeruaunces 8 
Ok pour ytſeaſe/1f it lap in my mpght That ſowneth vnto gentylneſſe of loue 2 
J wolde amende it 02 it were nyght As in atombe / is allthe fyꝛe aboue 4 
As wys helpe me great god of kynde End bnder is the coꝛps / (uche as pe wote { 

And herbes ſhall I right ynowe fpabe Suche was thts ypocrite/ bothe colde aud hote 
To heale with your burtes haſtelp | And in this wyſe be (erued his entent ˖ 
bo ſhꝛight this faucon pet moze pitouſlp That ſaue the fende / none wyſt what he ment { 
Than tuet ſhe dyde and fpll to grounde anone CT yll he ſo long had wepte and complapned k 
And ſythe in al wowne as deed as any ſtone And many a yere/hts ſetuyce bnto me fapned 5 
Tyll Canace hath in her lappe her take T pll that my hett / to pytous and to nyce ( 
Tnto tyme (he gan out of her ſwowne awake Al innocent / ot his crowned malyce Y 
Ind after that ſhe out of (wowne gan bzapde Foxferdeof hts dethe/as thought me {0 
Right in het haukes leden thus (he (ayde Upon dis athee and his ſutete 9 
That pytie renneth ſoone in gentpNt hert Staunted hymlouc! bpon this condicton J 
Felpng his ſynulptude in paynes (mer? C hat cuetmo / myne honour and mp tenon 1 
Is pꝛoued all day as men maple Were laued / bothe pꝛiue and aperte 1 
As well by werke as by authonte T bis is to ſayne / that aftet his deſert 7 
Fo: gentyll hert kpdeth gentymeſſe I gaut hym all my hett and all my thought < 
Iſe wel! that pe haue of my diſtreſſc God wote and he / and otherwy(enought 4 
Compaſſion my fapꝛe Cate And tote his hett / in chaunge ot myne fo; aye 8 
Ok very woman benignyte But ſothe is (atd/ gone ſithe is manp a dap 7 
Chat nature in pour pꝛinciples hath ſet Itrewe wight! and a thefe thpnkenat one 1 
But fo no hope foꝛ to fate the bet Ind whan he (awe the thyng (o farre agone 1 
But koꝛ ta obey to pour hect fre T hat᷑ 7 vad graunted hym mp loue 3 
And foz to make other heware by me In ſuche a gyſe / as Þ haue (aid aboue MN 
As by the whelpe chaſtiſed is the lyon Ind gyue hym mp tre we hert as fte 1 
Xs he ſwoꝛe he gaue his hett to me 1 
Anone this Cygre full of doubleneſſe 
wyll confeſſe ate I pace Iylſ on his knees i with ſo great bumbleneſſe * 
Ind ever that one her (030 we tolde with h1ghe reuerence/ and as by his cherte A 
That other wepte / as (he to water wolde So1yke a gentyll louer of manere I 


The qu pets tale. 


So catiyſThed / as it ſemed foꝛ the cope 
That neuet Troplus ne Garys of Trops 
Jaſon certeſſe / ne none other man 
Dyn Lametd was that alderftrſt began 
To louentwo / as wüten koltze befo:ne 
Neneuer (the that fyꝛſt man was bo:ne 
Ne couche man by twenty thoulande parte 
Counterfapte the ſophymg of his arte 
Ne woꝛthy to vnbokelen his galoche 
There doublenes oꝛ kapning ſhulde app:oche 
Ne ſo couth thanke a wight / as he dyd me 
His manet was an heupn foꝛ to ſe 
To any woman were ſhe ncutt ſo wyle 
Do paynted he hig chere at poynt deuyce 
Js well his wordes / as his countenaunce 
And lo J loued hym foz hig obeplaunce 
Ind ko the trouthe Idemed inhis hert 
That it ſo wete that any thyng hym (mer 
A wete it neuer lo lyte and J tt wyſt 
Me ſ thought J felte dethe at my hetttwyſt 
And (hoztlp/ ſo fatfoꝛthe thts thyng is went 
bat my wyll was hig wylles inſttument 
hig is to ſay / mp wyll obcped to hts wpll 
Jn all thyng as farre as reaſon fp!l 
epyng the boundes of mp wozlbyppc tuet 
Ncneuerhad Þ thynglolefcneleucr 
Is hym god wote / ne ncuet ſhall uo mo 
bis laſten lengat than a pete 02 two 
Chat T(uppoſed of hym nothyng but good 
But finaſſp / thus at the laſt it ſtode 
That fo:tune wolde that he muſttwynne 
Wut of that place whiche J was im 
Where me was wo/itisnoqueſtton 
{ can nat make of it dilcripcton 
Fo: o th1ing date T tcl] boldelp 
Fknowe what the papne of dcthe ts therby . 
Suche hatme Jfette that henemight bleue 
Ho on a day of me he tote his leuc 
So ſoꝛoufully eke that me wende vereſp 
T hat he had felte / ag moche ſoꝛowe as 7 
whan that J her de hym ſpcke 4(awe his hewe 
But neuertheleg I thought he was lottewe 
Ind cke that he tepapꝛe ſhuſde agapne 
Within a lptell whple/ſothe tolapne 
F11drca{on wolde eke / that he muſk go 
fo; his honout and ofte it fallethj ſo 
That J made vertue of ncceſlite 
Ind toke it wele / (yn it nedes mult be 
Is 7 beſt myght J hydde fro hem my ſoꝛo we 
And toke hym by the haͤde (aint Tohſ to boꝛow 


And J laid io Jam vous alf 
Bepeſuc! as J haue be to you and ſhall 
What he .a(wered nedeth nat to tchttce 
Who co ſeybtt than he that can do wrers 
Whan je bath a!lſaid than hath be Done 
Ther toe behourth hym to haut along ſpone 
That (hall eate with a fende thus Herve Jay 
So at laſt he muſt fozthc his way 
Ind fo:the flpeth / ty he come there hem I (1 
Whanitcame hym toto purpoſe forto teſt | 
FJ trowehe had the terte in myndc | 
That allthpagrepey2117 to his kynde | | 
Gladeth it leife thus (cy men as I geſle 1 
Men loue of p:oper kynde newtanaur nete 1:54 
As by:dcs done that men in c1g9esteve | 4 
| 


FT oz theygh thou npaht = dDape take of bem 165 7 
Ind ſttawe het cage kane ardlofteas tec | 
Ind pcue hem (ugre horny biecd and plat 

pet tight anone as that his de bb 

De with his fete (purnet donde e 

And to the wode hey and wopriies & ite 
S0newfangyll ben they of her mente 

And louencuelttes of pꝛiepcthinde 

No gentyineſſe of blode may hym tende 

Si ferde this Tarcelict/ alas the day 
Though he were gentfii bo:ne treilye - 
Ii!dgocdlip fo: toleſyumble and fre 
Heſlawe bponatrmea ky tire 
And(odainlyheloued thts kvteſs 
Chat all his ſouc is clene frome go N 
And hath his trovuthe tallcd in this wile 

Thus hath the kvtc my louc in heir etre 

Ind 7 am lozne without remedy 

Ind with that woꝛde this faucon gan $0 cru 

And ſowned cfre in C anaces barme 

Great was the (020we fo! thhe lthaukes ha mm | 
That Canacc! and all her women mace 

& hep nyſt howethey mpRH! the tauconglade _ 1 
But C anace bome bcarcech hcr 11: ber lappe '| 
Ind lottly in plaſteres gan her wi appe is 
T here as(he with bet bectze had hurte bet icluc | 
Nowe can nat C anace but herbes deln 5 
Out ot the grounde and make ſalues news 1 
Ot herbes pꝛetctous and fone of hewe 1 
Co heale with the hauke fro day to nyabt 4 
She dotheber bulyneſſe and all ber myghc 11 
And by her beddes heed he made ame we £ 1 
Ind coucred it with veſucttes blewe 1% 
Inlignc of trouthe that is in women lens | 1 
Jud all without the me we is payrited grene $416 


a 
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pil it come efte/ to purpoſe fo; to ſayns 
apne 


Howe that this faucon gat het loue ag 
Repentyng 8s the ſtoꝛie telleth vs 
Bp medlacion of Camballus 
The kynges (onne/of whiche I pou tolde 

But hen IJ wpll mp pꝛoceſſe holde 
Toſpeken of auentutes and of bataylles 
That yet wasneuer herde ſo great matueplles 


Ftrſt I wyll pou tell of Cambuſcan 
That in his tyme many a cytie wan 

Ind after wpll I ſpene of Ilgarſpfe 
Howe that be wan Theodoza to his wyfe 
Fo; whom full ofte in great peryll he was 
At had de de holpen by the hoꝛſe of bzag 
Ind after wyll Jſpcke of Camballo 

T hat faught in lyſtes with bzetherne two 
#02 Canace' oz that he myght her wyn 
And there J iafte/ I wyll agapne begyn. 


C £rphicitſecunda pars. 
¶ Jnctpit pars tertia. 


Ppollo wopꝛlleth vp his chare ſo high 
Cy 5 god Metcut ius houſe the ſlygh 


Thete is no moze of the ſqupets tale. 
C The woꝛdes of the tank llepne. 


x A kaithe (quper / thou haſt the well pquit 
And geacelip/ I pꝛayſe well thy wyt 
Quod the frankeleyn / conſydꝛing thy pouthe 
So thou (pekeſt (ir I allouthe 

As to mp / there nys none that is hete 
Ok cloquence/ that ſhalbe thy pete 

fÞ thou lyue / god gyue the tight good chaũce 
in vertue ſende the contynuaunce 

Foz of thy ſpeche I baue tigiit great depnte 
hour aſonne/ and by the Trinpte 

dab leuer/ than twenty pounde wozthe lande 
tt now were fallen in my hande 
were a man of ſuche diſctecion 

ye ben/Fpe ou pol eſſion 


| The frankeleynsp2zologue 
Wwhiche were paprited all theſe falle foules But if a man be vertuous with all 
ben theſe and oules I haue my ſonne (npbbcd and pet (hall 
igt oz dilyyte / were paynted het delyde Fo: he to bettue lyſteth nat tentende 
pes ou them fo} to crye and to chyde But foz to play at dit and diſpende 
Thus let I Canace het hauke kepyng And leſe all that he bath/ is his age 
wyplil as nowe/no moꝛe ſpeùt of het ryng Ind he had leuet talken with a page 


Than to cõmune with any gentyll wight 
Where he myght lerne gentylneſſe atight 
Stta we foz pour gentpymeſſe qb tho out hoc 
what Frankcleyn pardt / ſit wele thou woſt 
Chat eche of pou mote tellen at the leſt 

A tale 02 two/02 bꝛeken his behe(t 

(That knowe I well(ir/qd this tanke epn 
I pꝛap pou haue ye nat me in dildeyn 
Though to thts man Iſpeke a woꝛde 0z two 
Tell on thp tall without woꝛdes mo 

Gladly (tr hoſt quod he I wyll obep 

Unto pour wyll / nowe hecken what Jiep 

I wpll pou nat contraryen in no wyſe 

Is karte as that my wptte wyll ſuſtyſe 

T pꝛay to god that it may pleſen pou 


Than wo:c J well / that it is good ynowe. 


¶ Pere begpnneth the Frankes 
lepns pꝛologue. 


7 Heſe olde gentyll bꝛitons in her dapes 
Of dyucrs auctours maden her lapes 

Rymed fyꝛſt in her owne bꝛiton tong 

Suche lapes / with her inſttrumentes they ſong 

Oꝛ eis reden hem koꝛ het pleſaunce 

And one at hem haue J in remembzaunce 

whiche J (hall ſaꝰ / with a good wpll as I can 

But ſyꝛs / bycauſe J am a bozell man 

It my begynnyng kyꝛſt Jpou beſeche 

aue me exculed of mp tude ſpeche 

J lernedneuer tethozike in certapne 

Thyng that Iſpene / muſt Le bare and playins 

T lepte neuer in the mount of Pernaſo 

At lerned Marcus C ullius ne Cythero 

Colours knowe Jnone without dzede 

But luche colours as growen in the mede 

Oꝛ cls ſuche as men dyen oꝛ pepnt 

Colours of rethozike be to me queynt 

My (pyaite feleth in no ſuche matere 

But and pe lyſt / my tale ſhull pe hete. 


2 
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¶ Thus endeth the Frankelepns pꝛo 
lo ue and here begyn⸗ A 
neth his tale. 10 


N Yrmoztike/that called is Bꝛitayne 
J Tyere was a knight /p ioued + dyd his 
To ſetue ladpes i his beſt wiſe ( papne 
Ind man a labour /i many a great empꝛiſe 
ve fo: his lady wzought/o:l be was wonne 
02 ſhe was one the fayzelt bnder ſonne 
Ind cke there to / comen of ſo high kynrede 
That well vnneth durſt the knight fo: dꝛede 
Tell her his wo / his payne / and his diltrelle 
But at laſt / ſ he foʒ his woꝛthyneſſe 
And namelp / foꝛ his mee obey(aunce 
Hath uche appetyte caught dfhis penaunce 
That ſ he p2tuely fyll of his accoꝛde 
To take him fo; het hul bande + her lozde 
Okſuche loꝛochip / as me haue ouet het wyucs 
Ind foz to lede in the moe blyſſhe her lyues 
Ok his fre wyll / he lwoze het as a knight 
That neuer in all his lyfe / he day ne night 
Ae ſhulde vpon him take no maiſtry 
Igainſt her wyll / ne kythe her iclou(y 
But her obe and folowe het wyll in all 
3s any louet to his lady (hall 
Sane that the name ofloucrapnte 
Chat wolde he haue foꝛ (hame of his degte 
Ode thanked him of his humblcneſle 
She laid ſit ſych of your gentlenelle 
yc pꝛofet ine to haue lo large a reyne 
Nc wolde god / neuer betwir bs tweyne 
4s iu mygplte were other warte oz ültpfe 


Sit IJ wyll be pour humble trewe wite 

Haue hete my trouthe tyll my berte biet 

Thus ben they bothe in quicte + in tet 

Foꝛ one thing ſits (auelp date J lay 

That frendes eueticht other mult obe 

It thep wyll lyue in ptact ⁊ holde compa; 

Louc wyll nat be conſtreynco by made 

Whan maiſtrp is come Þ god of touc anon 

Beatcth his winges Xx factewell it is gane 

Louec is athing/as anp thought tre 

Fo2 women of kynde deltten lyberte 

Ind nat to be conſttapned as ach:all 

Ind lo doth men it T theſothe teilt bal 

L oke who 1s moſte pacientinlouc 

He is at his auauntage allaboue 

Pacience is an hpgh vettuccttayn 

Fo; it venquylTherh/as clerkes (ayn 

{hinges that rigourt hall neuer attayrie 

oz cucryp woꝛde men map nat chyde 0: plapric 

Lerneth cotuffre oz cls (o mot 7 gone 

pe(hall it lerne! whether pe well oz none 

Jo: in this to21de certayne no wight 1s 

That he ne dothe 0: laythfomtyrnc ams 

Ite ſicknelle oz conſtellacton 

Wyne wo oz chauginge of completion 

Cauleth full otte to do a myſle 02: ſpckern 

On cuctywꝛonge aman may nat be wicker 

After che tyine miiſt be tempetaunce 

To cucry wight that can of gouernaunce 
5.1. 
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The Frankeleyns tale. 
theckoze wyle wozthy knight And che s'tn all thts care 
— — behighte Hath ſent her letters home of his welfare 
And che to him full wyſely gan (were And that he wolde come haſtelp agapne 
That neuer (hulde there be detautt iu hete O: els yath this ſoꝛo we het hert(lapne 
Here men may ſe in humble wyſe accoꝛde Het fcendes ſa we het ſoꝛowes gan fo; tollake 
@Thus hath ſhe take her (cruaunt + ycriozde And pꝛaped het en their knees foz goddes (lake 


Deruaunt in loue / i loꝛde in mariage To coin: and rome het in companye 
Tyan was he bothe in loꝛoſhip i in lecuage Awvey to dziuen her derke fanteſpe 
Scruage/nap but (nlo:d(hip aboue And fynaily che graunted that requeſt 
Sythe he bothe his lady aud his loue Fo: well ſhe ſawe it was foz the beſt 
His lady cettes / and his wpfe allo Nowe ſtode her caſtell faſte by che ſee 
The whiche that lawe ofloue acco2deth thetto Ind ofte with her frendes walketh ſhe 
And whan he was in this pzoſperite Her to dilpozte/vpon the banke on hye 
ome with his wple he goth to his countre Where ſhe many ſhyppes and barges (ye 


fer krõ thete his dweiling was Maplinge her cours/ where hem lyſt to go 
Where as he lyueth in bliſſe i in lolas But pet was that a parcell ot het wo 
Wyo coude tcil but he /Þ wedbed had be « Fozto her Cſelfe/full ofre alas ſayd ſ he 
The ie the taſe and the pzoſperpte Is thete no ſhyp / ſo manp as Iſe 
That is bytwir an huſbande t his wyke Wolde bzing home my loꝛde / tha were mp hert 
A pere 02 mozc/laſteth this bliſfull lyte All waryſlhed ot his bytter paynes(mert 
Coll Þ this kn1ght of whiche J (pake thus Inother tyme (he wolde ſytte x thinke 
hat of Kayrud was cleped Jrueragus And caſt het tyen dounwerde from the b:tnke 


Sytopeyimtogone4dwellayereo:twayne But whan (he ſawe p gryſly rockes blake 
In englande / Þ cleped was ene Bzitapne Fo verp feate /ſo wolde her herte quake 


Tolekec in armes wozlhpp and honour / That on her fete/[he might nat ſuſtene 

Fo: all his luſt he ſette in luche labour Than wolde ſhe (yt do wne vpon the grene 
Ano dwelleth there two pett /p boke (aith thus And pytouſ ly in to the ſee beholoe 

Nowe woll I d ynte of this Irucragus And lapen right thus w(020wfullſighes colde 
Xad(peke J wyll of Dozigene his wyte Eterxne god that thozowe thy putuepauce 
That loued het buſbande as her hettes lyte Ledyſt the wo;lde/by certayne ozdenaunce 
Fo: his abſence wepeth (ye andliketh In pdell as men lap pe nothing make 


As dont theſc good wyues whan hem lyt eth But loꝛdechus griſly fendelp rockes blake 
She mournety/ waketh wapleth'+playpnety Cbat ſownen rather vats foule confuſion 
Dclpze of his pꝛeſcuce ſo het diſtteyneth Ok werke than to any fapze cteacion 

That all this wyde worde le let at nought Ot luche a pacfyte wyſe god + a ſtable 

Het frendes that knewe het heup thought Why hauc ye wzought this werke bnceſonable 


C omfo:ten het in all that cucr they may Fo; by this werke/no;the/(outhe/weſtine ell 
Thep pꝛechen bet they techen het nyght i bay There nps yfoſtred man / byꝛde / ne beeſt 

Chat cauſcleſſe ſ he llecth het (clfc/ alas Jr dotheno good to my wyt but annoyeth 
And euery comt̃oꝛt poſlyble in that caas St ye nat loꝛde / ho we mankynde it diftropeth 
Thep do to het and all her buſynelle An hundꝛed thoulande bodyes ot man 

To auopde bet ſoꝛo we and het heuynciſe Haue cock; ſlain / although thep be nat i mende 
By pꝛoceſſe as pe knowe tuetychont Syn mankpnde is ſo fapꝛe a part of thy werke 
Wen mo we ſo longe graue in a ſtone Thou it made fitſt like to thyn ow ne merte 
Tpil ome fygute thet in pꝛinted be Than ſemeth it ꝓt haue do a great charyte 
Ho longe haue thep comfo;ted het tyll (he Towarde mankpnde/but how map it than be 
Recepued hath / by hope ⁊ by tea on Chat ye ſuche meanes make it to diſttopen 
Che enpꝛintynge ot het conſolacion Suche mcanes ne do no good but annopen 

w whiche het gret loꝛo we bega to a wa J wote well clerkes wyll lar as 


hem 
de map nat al wap buten in ſuch a tage (ge By atgumentes / that all ts fo: the del F 
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The frankeleyns tal⸗ 


Though Ine can the cauſes well knowe 

But that god that made the wynde to blowe 
Js kepe my loꝛdt this is my conclulion 
Toclerkes let J all dilputacion 

But wolde god/P all theſe reches blake 
wereſonken in to hell foz his(age 

Theſe rockes( lee my herte foꝛ feer „ 

Thus wolde ſ he ſay / with many a pytous teer 
Het freades(awe/P u was no dilpoꝛte 

To tomen by the lee but diſcomfo2:te 

And (hapen fo: to play ſom where elles 

They leden her by cyuers and by welles 

Ind cke in other places dilectablcs 

They daunſen / pleyn at cheſſe + at tables 
So on a day / tight on the moꝛowe tyde 

Unto a garden that was there beſpde 

Jn whiche Þ they had made her oꝛdynaucc , 
Ot vitaple and of other purueyaunce 

They gone ⁊ pleyn hem all the longe day 

And this was in the lurte moꝛowe of Map 
Whiche Map hath paynted w het lott ſhoutes 
This garden/full of leues and of tlourcs 

Ind carfte of mannes hande ſo curyoul ly 
Atayde hath this garden tri wiy 

That neuer was thcre garden of tuche pꝛiſe 
But if it were the very paradyle 

The odour of tloures/+ the freiſhe (yght 
Wolde haue made any herte lyght 

T hat euer was bome but it togteat lycknelle 
Oꝛ to great loꝛowe helde it indiltretle 

Do full u was of beaute with plelaunce 
4none atter byner gone they to Dataice 

And longe alſo (auc TDo:tgene alone 

\whichc made all way her copleynt ther mone 
foꝛ ſ hene (awe him in the daunce go 

That was her hulbande and het louc allo 
But natheleſſe (he mull her tyme abyde 

Ind with good hope let het to:owesl lyde 
Upon this daunce amonge other men 
Daunled à ſqupet befoze Dozigene 

That freſſher was and iolvet of arayc 

Xs to my dome than is the monthe of Mape 
He (pngeth x daunſeth/ paſſing any other man 
That is 02 was lythe the wo:1de began 

Ther with he was/if men(hulde hum ductyue 
One of the beſt faryng inen on 1yiic | 
yonge/ſtronge' vertuous/ryche/ and wyle 
Aud well betoued/anÞd holden in great pile 
And l hoꝛtly if I theſothe tell I hall 
Unwetyng ofthis Dozigene at alt 


This lu .quycr feruaunt to Tionus 

wWhiche „at Cleped was Furcliug 

Batch acdhce beit of any creature 

TWO /CLrEO2 mozc 45 Was his auentare 

But .cucr dutſt he toll lier his gteuaunce 

Without the cup 02anke te all ys proaunce 

Dc was düpapicb nothyriig purit ehcp 

D4Uuc inhislonges [oo uten winy 

Dis wo/agmmagenerallcomplaynyng 

He layd he louco t was bulouconothyng 

Ot Luche matets made hem et lar es 

Sorngcs/coplarrtcs rande vralircs 

to we that he Diirit rat hislotowe tell 

But langupng as d fury bothie i hcl 

And dyt he ſayo he malt as ord Cen 

F 02 Narcius that durit nat tell 115 wo 

Fn other manct chan yeherenowe lay 

Ne durit he nat yts wo fo hue ben 

D4AUCPerauenture tl cites 20 Dau 

There yonge (oluckepentizcr oy | 

It may well ben heloncd un her tae 

In luche a wyle as men lat aren grace 

But notwug wit! hcot ys enten 

Nathcleile it happco 0: ric thens went 

Bye catit that he was her nepgtibotir 

And was a man of wo:1 hyp no 

Jus had knowen him of tynics yo; 

They fallen inipcche +(o maze 410 75 26 

Jacohis purpotc 0:cwe Jurclius 

Ind whanhelaw 11s ting ue tary ! 

Wadame quod he by goo Þ this wo 124 

D0 that Þ wylk 4 might your hoert gase 

J woloe that dap that your Iruictagus 

Went oucr the (ee that Furclitis 

Dad goucthere {{hiuloe ncuce come 2.2, 

F 0; well Þ wote my (eruyce as in vage 

My gueroom is but b:cttpng of 1vn ere 

Madame teweonmp papnestmerte 

F 0: with a worde hemp met laren o: (aur 

Here dt pout tete god wolde 4 were bear aue 

nc haue as nowe no moe lentetr toe 

aue metepſwete and bomenac eco die 

She gan to loke vpon this Jutctias 

{s this your wyll quodtlhe tape thus 

Neucrerit quodthe ne wvyik F what ve ment 

Outnowe Jutelre { knowe your enten 

By (hat god that vac incloule and iyte 

Nc | hall F ncucr be vncrewe wyte 

In wo:de nein werke as ter as & dane wert 

| wyll be h1s/to whome that I arrkaye 
.in. 


The Frankeleyns tale. 
Cake this fo; fpnall anſwere/as ot m On wzetched Zutelp / whiche am but lome 
——— lhe Lo loꝛde / mp lady hath mp dethſwozne 
AZureip be / by bygh god about withouten gylte / but thy benygnpte 
pet woll I graunt you to be pour loue Upon mp deedip hert haue ſome pyte 
Syn Id pouſo pytoully compleyne But well I wote / loꝛde Phebug if pe lyſt 
Lohe what dap / that endlonge B2itapne pe map me helpe / ſaue my lady beſt 


yt remeue all the rockes/ſtone by ſtone 


THONG nc bote to gone 
Ila / whan pe hae made the colt ſo clene 


Ofrockes/that there is no ſtone (ene 
Than wyll Jloue pou beſt of any man 
Haue here my trouthe in all that cuer J can 
Is there none other grace in you quod he 
No by that lozde quod ſhe that maked me 
Foz well I wott that it [hall neuet betyde 
Let ſuche folpt out of your herte aſlyde 
What deynte ſ hulde a man haue in his lyfe 
Fo: to go lout another mannes wyfe 

That hath her body/whan ſo Þ him lyketh 
Aurelius full ofte (o2e(pketh 

wo was Jurelp/ whan that he this herde 
And with aloe wil herte/he thug anl werde 
Madame quod be this were impollpble 
Than muſt I dye in lodepn dethe hoꝛt ible 
And with that woꝛde / he turned him a none 
ho came het other ftendes many one 

And iu the aleyes tomeden bp and down 
And nothynge wylten ok this concluſioun 
Ind (odaynly begonnen revell newe 

T pil che bzight lonne loſte his hewe 

FL 02 the Oꝛilontt had ceft che lonne her lyght 
That is as moche to lap as it was nyght 
And home they gone in top and(olag 
Sauc only wzerched Aurclius alae 

He to his houſe is gone with (020 weull hert 
He laythe ß he ne map ftom his deth aſtert 
Hymſemed that he felcth his herte colde 
UAnto hcuen his handes he gan holde 

Ind on his knecs bate he ſette him doun 
Aud in tauyng /(apd this oziſoun 

Foz very wo out of his wyt he b:ayde 
Henpſtc what he ſpake / but thus he ſayde 
With pptous hett his playnt hath begonne 
Tinto the goddes and firit vnto the lonne 
He (ayd/Yppollo god and gouernour 

Ol euer plante / herbe tic and flour 

That ptueſt after thy declynacion 

To eche of hem his tyme and his leaſon 

And thyne herberowe chaungeth lo we a hyt 
Loe Phebus / caſt thy mercyable eye 


Nowe v9 [that I map pou deuyſe 
Howe that I may be holpen/x in what wyſe 
your blyſ tull (luſter Lucpan the ſ hene 
That of the (ce chefe goddes is i quene 
Though Neptunus haue deyte in the lee 
pct Empzelle aboue hym is ſhe 
pt knowe well loꝛde / right as het deſpze 
Is to be quyckened/xlightned of pour kpze 
F 02 whiche (he folow*!th pou full buſply 
Ryght ſo che ſee deſyzeth naturally 
Co tolowe her and ſ he that is goddeſſe 
Bothe in the lee / ĩ ryuers moꝛe and leſſe 
Whertoze loꝛde Phebus this is mp requeſt 
Do this mytacle / oꝛ do myn hette bzeſt 
That no we next at this oppolicioun 
Within whiche ligne ſhall be the lyoun 
Is pꝛoyeth her ſo great a flode to bꝛing 
— or tyue fadom at the leſt it ouer (pzing 
The hyeſt rocke / in Armozyke Bzttapne 
And let this flode endure yeres twapne 
Than cettes to mp lady map I (ap 
Holdeth pour heſt / the rockes be a wap 
Loꝛde Phebus this myzacle do fo: me 
2aye het that i he go no faſtet cours than pe 
(ap thus pꝛap pour luſter that ſ he go 
No faſtet touts than yt in petes two 
Than l hall l he beat even full all way 
And ſpꝛing flode laſt / bothe night and bay 
Ind but ye voucheſaufe in ſuche manere 
To graunt me in louctapn lady dere 
— het to lynke euery rocke adowne 
n to hell het owne derke manſpownt 
Undet the grounde / there Pluto dwelleth in 
Oꝛneuet mo/(hall Im lady wyn 
Thy temple in Delphos / wyll J barfote ſeke 
Loꝛde Phebus ſe theiteares on my chene 
And ot my papne / haue ſome compaſſioun 
And with p woꝛde in lwoune he fyll a down 
And longe tyme he lay fo:th in a traunce 
His bꝛothet / whiche une we his penaunce 
Up caught him / ĩ to bedde hath hym bzought 
Dilpayꝛed in this turment/X in this thought 
Let I this wofull cteature lye 


Chele he whether he wyll lyue oz bye 
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At with heale and honour 

Is he that was ofchyualry the flour 

Fs comenhome/and other wozthp men 

I blyſfull arte thou no we / thou Doꝛigen 
That haſt thy bipi uli hu bande in thyn armes 
The freſſhe knight / tde wozthp man of atines 
That louetz the / as his owut he ctes ipfe 

No thynge ne lyſt he to be tyfe 

If anp wight had ſpoke/whiles he was outs 
To her of loue ther ot had he no doute 

He nat entendeth to no luche matere 

But daͤunſeth tuſteth / and man cth good chete 
And thus in iop + blyſſe F let hem dwell 

And of theſicke Aurclius wyll J tell 

In langout and in turment furious 

T wo pere and moe lap this Aurelius 

5: anp tote he inpght on erthe gone | 
Necomro2t in this tyme had he none * 
Saue of his bzother/ whiche was a clerke 

Ne knewe all this wo and all chis werke 

Fo: to none othcr creature certayn 

Ok this mater/he durſt no woꝛde ſayn 

Under his bꝛeſt he bate it moe ſecte 

Than euet dyd Phamphilus fo: Galattze 
His bzcſt was hole / without fo: to ſene 

But in his herte aye was the arrowe kene 
4s well ye knowe ok a lutſanute 

n ſutgetye / full perilous is the cute 

But men might touche p atow oꝛ come therbp 
His bzother wepeth and wapleth pꝛiuclp 
Tyll at laſt him fyll in remembꝛaunce 

That whyles he was at Oꝛliaunccin ftauce 
Js ponge clerkes that ben lÞco:ous 

To teden actes that ben curyous 

Setzen in eucty halke and cucty herne 
Particuler ſciences fo: to letne 

He hym temembꝛed that vpon a day 

In P:ltaunce in his ſtudy a boke he (ay 
Ofmagpkenatircll/ whiche his fela we 
That was that tyme a bacheler of lawe 

Had pꝛiueip vpon his decke latte 

All were he there to lerne another crafte 
Whiche boke ſpakt moche of operacions 
Touchpng the eyght itwentpmanctons 
That longen to the mone and ſuche toly 

Is in out dapes is nat woꝛthe a tlye 

fo holy chyꝛche ſayth in out belcue 
Nelutfkrethnatillulyon vs to greue 

$10 whan this boke was in reinembzaunce 
Frione (0210p his Herte gan to 04unce 


And to!  aa(elfeheſayyd pꝛturty 
My b cher wacraſſheol Hall behafitly 
Fo: amiyuet chat there ue ſticucit 
By ohiche men make dyuets apparenees 
D..che as theie ſubtyil ttegctout es play 
J 0; ofte at teſtes haut J eu verde ſay a 
That tregetoures. within an hail iacge tt 
Haut made come in a Water and a barge 111 
Inv in the halle towen vp and doun 41 
Some tyme hath ſemed come a great lyoun 's 
Ind(omtcyme tloutes (png as a a mcde 4 
Somtetyme a vyne/+ arayes whyte + reve [if 
S omtpine a calteil of iy mic and dan: | 
And whan he lyketh it Vvoyberh none 4 | 
Thus lemetz it to many a mannes (y abt | 


Howe than conclude # rhus if I my gut 

At D;ltauncc (ome otbe frlowe padde 

That had the mones marntions in mp]oe 

PD: other magpkenatureli abour 

Delhulde well make my bother hauc hie 

Jo with an apparence a clettge may mak 

To mannes light that ati the rackes blake 

Ot D24tapne/ were Voyded enerychone 

Indlhyppes by the b:unkcs comen and geg 

F110 intuche fourne 1d uTEn a weeks 0; two 
Than were mp bother waryThed of 51s wo 
Thanmutſtſ henedes holde det brtze't 

Oels he(hallibame ber at the left 

Wwizatt hulde I make a lenger tale of tt: + | 
Untohis biothcrs bedde prom. he ts 

And (uche comfozte he y att Hum tot to none 

To w2paunce that te vp üctt none 

Ind on his wap chan oa warde 18 be fare 

In hope to to be blyiTed ot his care 

Whan they were corne ' alnoft to that cyt | 
But tk it were a two fo:longe 0: th:e 
I yongc clerke rompng by dim lclfe chevy 115 | 
Whiche that in latyn thyrftely din gret 

Ind attet that he lad a wonder chang 

4 kno we quod he che cauſc of your compre 

Ind cre they further any fote went 

Dc tolde heim all what was het entcng 

This b:ttonclerke him arcd offrlowes 

The whiche be had knowen in olde dayes 

Ind he am werd bim that they deed were 

Fo: whiche he weptt full many a tete 

Downe ot his ho:le Jutelius lyght anon 

Ind with this magicten fo;the de gan gon 

Nome to his hoult 2 made him well at caſe 

Hym lacted no vitayle p hem might picaſe 

Haun. 


He well as there was one 
YBucelitus in bes ipfe (awe neuer none 

lhewed ham/oz he went to (opere 

of wylde ders 


EEE. 
Tye were cueT{ep with eye | 

He (aweofhem anhudzed( lapue with houdes 
And (one of axowes blede/# bytter woundes 
He (awe whan vopded were thele wylde dere 
(The lawconers vpoun a ſapat ryuett 

(That werd her haukes/has the Herons(lapn 
Tho ſe he kugytes/tuſtynge in a playn 

And after thische dyd him plcalaunce 
That be hunCycwed/his ladp in a daunce 

In whiche him (eife dauſed/as him thought 
And wha this maiſter/P this magpk wꝛought 
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what fo; his bout / fo: his hope of blyſſs 
alyũit 


Ditz wokull herte of penaunce 
Upon the moon / whan it was day 


To Bzetapne toke they the ri 
— — ne 


And be diſcended there they wyll abpde 
And thiscvas / as the bone dothe remembʒe 
The colde ftoſty ſtaſ ou of Decembze 
Phebus wered olde/# hewed lyke latoun 
That a foꝛe in his hote declynacioun 
Ohone as Þ burned golde w lkremes bꝛight 
But nowe in Capꝛicoꝛne a dowue he light 
where as he (hone full pale / I date weil (ayne 
The bytter ftoſtes with the llyt and rayne 
Diſtroyed hath the grene in eucry yerde 

J 3nus([yt by the fp;e with double berde 


Sade u was tymc/ he clapped his hades two Ind dꝛinketh of his bugie hozne the wpae 


And farewell/all our rcucil was all ydo 

Ind yet remeued they ncuer out ot the hous 
Wyrlethep (awe all this ſyght Meruaplous 
But in his ſtudy thete his bokes be 

They (ptten ſtyll and no wight but they th;e 
To him this mayſtet called his (quper 

And (ayd htm thus / is redp out (upper 
Amo ſt an hour icis J vadertake 

Su } you bad our lupper fo; to make 
Wan P thele wozthy meu went with me 
Into my (tupp there my bokes be 

D©/101u0d the (quyer] whan it lyketh pou 
Jets all redy'though ye wyllrightnowe 

Go we chan ſup quod he it is to: the belt 
Theſe amerous folke lomtymc muſt haue cell 
And afrer (upper fyll they in create 

What (ome ſhulde the mayiters guerdom be 
To remeue all the rockes in Butayne 

And cke from Geronde/ to p mouth of Sayne 
He made hum ſtrange he ſwoꝛt ſo god him ſaue 
Leſſe than a thouſade poude he wold na: haue 
Ae gladiy fo; that ſõme ht noldt nat gone 
AZutelius with dll full herte anone 

Sapth thus tye on a thouſande pounde 

The wpde wozide/whichc men lay is rounde 
'J wolde et yeue/if J werte loꝛde ot it 

This bargapne is full dꝛiue x full ànyt 

pe( hull be papde trewly by my trouthe 

But lo eth nowe fv; none negligtce ne ſlouthe 
pe taspt bs here / no lenget than to moo we 
Nay the dete / haue hete my taith to bozow 
Co beode he goth / Jutelius whan him leſt 
Ind well nygy all that oygyt he had teſt 


Oz with alwerde 


Byfo:nc hun ſtant bꝛawne of Þ tuſted ſwyne 
And no well crytth cuety luſty man 
Iurclius in all that cucr he can 
Dothe to his mayſter chete and reuercnce 
And pꝛayeth him to done his dpligence 
To bꝛinge him out of his paynes(mert 
Phe wolde l lyt his hert 
This ſubtnle clerke/ſuch touth had of this mi 
That nyght + day / he ſped him that he can 
To wapte a tyme ot his conclulioun 
This is to lay to make illuſtoun 
By ſuche an apparent iogeltpe 
J can no tetmes of aſttologye 
That ſ he and euery wyght ſhulde wene +(ap 
That of Mitayne the rockes were a wap 

D: els they were (onken vnder the grounde 
So at thelaſte/he hath his tyme yfounde 
To make his tape and his w2ctchydneCTe 
Ot ſuche a lupetſticious curſednelle 
Nis tables tolentanes foꝛthe he bzought 
Full well coꝛtected it lackeonought 

N eythet his colet ne his expans petes 
At his totes ne his other getes 
Is ben his centtes and his argumentes 
Ad his pꝛopoꝛcyncii conuenpentes 
F 9: his equactons/in cuetp thyng 
Fd by his eyght pete in his wozkptig 
He knewe full well howe fer alnath was ſhous 
Fro the herd ot that fire Iries aboue 
T hat in the nynthe (pere con(ydercd is 
Full ſubtelly/He had calked all this 
Nan he had founden his fy: manſtoun 
He knewe the remenaunt by pzopozctoun 
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And knewe the rpſpng ofhis mone wele 
And iu whole face terme / and euerpdels 
And knewe well the mones manſioun 
Attendant vnto his opetractoun 

Iiid&knewe alſo well / his othet obſeruaiices 
Fozſuche illuſions and ſuche miſchaunces 
Is hethen fole vleden in tho dapes , 

Fo2 whiche no lenget makech he delapes 
But thoꝛowe his magyke/fo: a weke oz twep 
It lemed / that all the cockes were awep 
Jutelius pet/whiche that dilpapꝛed 1s 
whycceheſhallhaue his loue oꝛ fate aimys 
And wapteth nyght + day on this mp; akle 
Ind whan he knewe there was none oblkakle 
Chat voyded were the rockes echone 

100 wig tohis mayſters fetc he fylt anonc 
411d layd I wofull w2etched Jurelius 
Thanke pou to2de/and mp laby Ucnus 
That me haue holpe froimp carcs colbe 

And to the temple his wap hath he holde 
where as he knewe het hulde his 1avp i; 

Ind whan he (awe his tyme anone tight he 
With d:edfull herte /4 with humble chete 
Salcwed bath lis (oucrapn lady dete 

My tight dere lady quod this wotull man 
whome Imoſt dꝛede and loue as | beſt can 
Ind lotheſt were in all this wo2loc o1{pleate 
Acre it that foz you I haue ſuche dplcale 
That 5 mote dye here at your fote anon 

N ought wolde {| tell you/me is wo begon 
13utcertes/02 J mult dye o plapac 

ye lee me gyltlelle toz very papne . 
Butofmy dethe though yehaue no routhe 
Idupſeth nowe oꝛ that pe b2cke your trouths 
Ind repentepou/fo2 that goo abour 

Oꝛ peinel lec/bycaulc that 5 youloue 

fo: madame pc wote what ye hauchygh 
Nat that J chalenge auy thyng ot ryglt 

Of you my louetapn lady but of your grace 
But in the garden yondet inluche a place 

pc wyttenreght well/ what ye behetyn me 
Ind in1yn hande/there your frouth plight ye 
To loue me beſt god wote pe lad lo 

All be it that uvnwozthy | be therto 
adame | (pcke ut 52 the honour of you 
Moe tha foz to laue my hettes lyte right now 
haue bo ſo as YE cmaunded nic 

11d if pe vouchetaute ye mowe gole 
wWothe as pour lyſt have pour helt in mpnde 
fo; quyk 02 deco right therelhul pe me frnoe 


JFnyoul!' „ad to do me ſpue oi dep 
But we I woteithe rockes ben aw 
Detak chhis lcaue and (he aſloned 

In a!. het face nas thete o dꝛopt of blode 
Oh wende neuet to come in ſuche a tra 
Alas quod ſhe 5̊ euet this (huldc happe 
Fo: wende Incuet bp poſſibylite 

That ſuche a monltre oꝛ metuay le might be 
Itis agaynſt the p:occs of natute 
Ind home ſſhe gothe aſoꝛouf ul creature 
F0: verp feate vpnnethe might (he go 
She wepeth and waylech a day o: two 
Ind (wowneth that it routhc was tole 
But why it was viitonoiman tolde (be 
Fo: out of towne was gone Fruerag us 
But to het leite (he lpabe and ſard thus 
With face pale and ſoꝛoutulſ chere 


In het complapte/as ve ( hull after Here 


Alas quodl he onthe to:tune Þ playne 

That vnwate wiapped yall me in thy apr 
Fro whiche tolcape knowe Jnoſocour 
Sauc only dcthye oz to great dil honour 
Oneot theſe two behoueth me to checke 

But nathel-s pet had I leur leſe 

y lyfe/chan of my body haut a (ham 

(I: knowempykelts talle o: lee mi name 

Ind with my ͤdethe Þ may be gayt es 6 
HDath there nat many an noble oe ©: i616 
Ind manp amaydvetlaynec ber (cif 21 36 
Liathcr than with ter body Done atrelp as 
yes/cretes thele tones beareth wriiie'le 
Wwya! thy;tp tyꝛauntces full of curſebrig Te 
Dadllavyne Fibon in Athences at cet 
They comaunded his doughters to; is 2727! 
Ind b:inge byfo:nc hem in diſpy te 

Ill naked to fultvil yer foule delve 

Ind in her kaders blode they made dern dat 
pon the pament god gyuc hem muchaunce 
Foꝛ whiche the wotull maydens full of diede 
Ly 3ther than they wolde lefe het mardenhede 
Cher ben pziacty fette neo a well 

$110 dcpathem telt as the bokes teil 

T1 of WBecence leten caqupze and (ke 

Of Lacedomy tyttymapdens cke 

On whiche they wolden a donc ber lecherp 
But was there none of all that company 
Thatlhenas(lapne't with a glad entem 
Cheſe tathet tozto dye than fo; to allen 

To be oppꝛelled of ber 1naydenbebe 

Wyp tl yulde | than to pyc be in dꝛede 
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n 


pꝓmagt 
mage / wolde ſhe neut go 
of het myght at ace 
0 right en the place 
Nowe that way dens had (luche diſpyte 
To ben defouled with mannes delyte 
well ought a wyfe/rathex ber (elfe to ſ le 
T yan be defouled/as it thyeketh me 
What (dali J(ay of Ha(b;ibaldes wyfe 
That at Cartage/becrefte her ſelit het lytt 
Wan v ye (awe the romapns wan the towne 
Dde tobe het chyldꝛen all! ⁊ ſaipped a downe 
In to the fo / and chaſt tathet to dye 
Than any romapne dpd het vpionpe 
Hath nat Luctece ſ laynt herſelfc/alag 
At Gorne/ fo; chat (he oppꝛelled was 
Of Tarquyne/fo; her thought it was alhame 
To lyue wyhan ſ ite dad loſt het name 
Tyt (euen mapdens of Melleſpe allo 
Hauel layne hem ſeltt / fo bery dꝛede ⁊ wo 
Matget than Þ folke of Gall ſhuld hem oppꝛeſſt 
Mo than a chouſande ſtoucs as I gelle 
Coudte Jtell as touchyng this matete 
whay b;adate was ſ(layn his wyfr ſo dete 
Het ſebeſloug and let her blode to glyde 
In IJb;adaces woundes depe and wyde 
And ſayd / my body at leſte way 
T dete (hail no wight detoyle it J may 
Wat ſhall J ot hem mo enſampies (ayne 
S yh) that ſo many haut hem cite i layne 
Well rather than they woloe dctouled be 
J wpll condude chat it is the belt to: me 

o (lee my C(elfe/than be defoulcd thus 

wyll be trewe vnto Frucragus 
Oz cls (ice my ſelft in {ome mancre 
light as dpD Democencs doughter dete 
By caulcl he ne wolde defouled be 
© Cedalus/1t19 full great pyte 
To tede ho we thy doughtcr dytd / alas 
That ſ loug het ſelfe / in luche maact caas 
As great prtie it was oꝛ well moe 
The Theban maden / that fo: Michano:e 
Het ſelſe ſloug tight fo: ſuche manet wo 
And another Theban may den dyd right ſo 
Foz ont of Macedont / had her ouet pzeiled 
She with her deth / het maydenhede redzelled 


= TC” *, gy 


The Frankeleyns tale. 


What ( hall I capne of Niceratis my 

That fo2 ſuche a caſt berafte her ſelit her lyſt 
Howe trewe ent / was allo Ultedeades 

T yat fo; his louc to dyen rather chees 
Than fo2 to ſuſtre his body vaburped ta be 
Lo whiche a wyte was Alceſte / alſo quod ſhe 
What ſayth Omert / ot good Menelope 
All Greece ano wech of het chaſtyte 
Patde of Lacedonica is wꝛiten thus 
That whan at Troy was ( lan d ꝛotheſclaus 
No lenget wolde l hc lyue after his dap 

The ſame ot noble Poꝛcya teil I map 
Without Bꝛutus coude ſ he neuer lyue 

To whome le had het hette all ycut 

The pat kote wpfehodec ot Irthemerye 
Honouted is thozowe out all Barbarye 

O Tecnta quene/thy wptcly chaſtyte 


To all wyues/may amp2:rour be 


Thclamethpuge {lap of Bclyca 

Ok Kodogone / and ce Ualcria 

Thus playneth Do21gene a dap oz twep 
Purpolyng euet that (he wolbe dep 

But nathcleſſe/vpon the thyzde nyght 

Home cometh Atuetragus the woꝛthy knight 
And aſketh her why that ſ he wepeth lo ſoʒe 
And (he gan wepe / cuet lenget the mo:e 

Alas quod ſ he / that cucr J was bome 

Thus haue I ſapd ꝙ ſhe / thus haue Jſwozne 
And tolde him all the caſe by and bp 

Howe l gde had pzompled ignozantip 

The ſqupet lyke as ye hauc hetde to foze 

It nedeti nat to tehetce it any moze 

This hulvade with glad chere in frendly wpſe 
In(werde and ſayd / as Ic hall deupſe 

Is there ought els Dozigene but this 
Nay nay he ſayd / god heipe meſo as wps 
This is tomykle/+ it were goddes wpll 

pe wyfc quod he let ſlepen that is ſtyll 

It may be well pet petauentute to dap 

ye [hall pour ttouth holde by mp fap 

Fo: god ſo wpſelp haue mercy on ms 

I had wcllleuer ſtyched fo: to be 

Fo: very loue/whiche F to pou haue 

But ye ſhulde your trouthe kepe and [aue 
T.routhe is the hyeſt thyng man may kepe 
But with that woꝛde he bꝛaſt anon to wepe 
And ſayd Þ pou foꝛbede on papne of deth 

T hat neuet whyiec you laſteth lyfe oꝛ bzeth 
To no wyght to tell of this mpſauenture 
As J map beſt J wpll my wo endure 


The Frankeleyns ta! 


Ne make no countenaice of heupneſſe 

That folke of yon / may deme harme oꝛ gelle 
Ind foꝛthe he cleped a ſqupet and a mayde 
Go fozthe anone / with Doꝛigene he ſayde 

And bꝛinge her to ſuche a place anon 

Thep toe het leaue / ⁊ on het way they gon 
But thep ne wyſt / why ſ he thydetr went 

He wolde no tell his entent 
Pcrauenture/an hepe of you pwps 

wyll holden hym alewde man ia this 

That he wyll put his wyfe in icopardpe 
Herkeneth the tale/02 pe on hymn crys 

She map haue better foꝛtune than you ſemeth 
And whan that pe han herde the tale demeth 
This ſqupet / whiche that hight Jutclius 

On Dougene/that was lo amerous 

Of auenture/happed her to mete 

Imyd the towne/right inthe quyckeſt ſtrcte 
Js he wolde haue gon / the way fo:the right 
Co warde the garden thete es he had hight 
Ind he was to the gar dyn warde allo 

Fo: well he ſpyed whan (he wolde go 

Out of het houſe /to any manct place 

But thus they meten by auentutt 4 grace 

Ind he ſalueth het with glad entent 

Ind aſRed of her whytherwarde he went 
Ind ſhe an werdt / halfe as ſ he were mad 
Unto the garden as wp hulbande bad 

My ttouthe fo; to holde alas alas 

Jutelius gan to wonder in tbis caas 

And in his herte had great compallion 

Other chere and of het lamentacton 

Ind of Irucragus the wo:thy knyglic 

That bad het holde that i be had hyght 

Oo loth him was itt he Chuld bꝛeke her ttouth 
Ind in his hett he caught of this great tout) 
C on{ydunge the beſt on cucty ſyde 

That from that luit yet were him leuct abyde 
Thon to do lo hygh a foliſſhe wꝛetchednelle 
Igaynft fraunchyſe and gentylneſſe 

F0: whiche in fe we wo:des/layd he thus 
Madame ſay to your lo2de — * 

That ſythe Iſe his great gentylnelle 

To you and the Iſe pout great dyſtrelle 
That him were leucr haucſhame + Þ were tou 
Tha ye to me this ſhuld b:cke your trouth (th 
haue well leutt euet to ſuffte wo 

Than J chuld departe Þloue bytwir poutwo 
you cclece/ madamt in to your hande 

Qupte cuetplutement and cuery donde 


That c aut made to me as hete beo mt 
Spthe chat tyiae/ that yt were firſt dome 
£Þy tr uthe pplight/ Fl hall ye ntuet tepꝛeut 
Ok n ac beheſt and hete Þ take my leue 
Is: .thetreweſ} and cke the beſt wpfe 

That eucr pet | knewe in ail in lytt 

But cuery wpft beware of her beheſte 

On Dozigene temembzeth at lette 

Thus can aſqupet do a gentle dede 

Js well as can a knpght withouten diede 
She thanked hym vpon het knees all bare 
Ind whome to het hul bande 1s ſ be face 
Ind tolde him all as p: yauchiroe mi ſayd 
And be peſyker he was well apay d 
That it wete impoſtpble mc to witte 

What ſhulde # lcenacr of this cale endete 
Atuttagus and Do: ugenc his wyfe 
$n(oucrayn blylſc leden forth ter Lyfe 
Neuer after was there anger them byrwerte 
e chetyſſhed her as thougyl( be were 2 041 
And he was ttewe to lim to! cucrno!e 

Ot theſe two kolke ye get of me no note 
Aurclins/that his cole hath all for lone 

C urſcd the tyme that cuct he was bent 
Ilas alas quod he that | behyghc 

Of pured golde/a thoulande pounde Wer © 
Tinto this Phylotlopher how. {hail 4 5 
Flenomoze but that J am to: do 

WPyr; yeritage J mult ncdes tel! 

Ind be abcgger here T may nat ow/( ll 

And ſhamen all my kynrede 11 this pa 
But J of him map gettelome grace 
Blitnathclclle | wrill of him ally 

If certayne peres and daves to par 

Ind thanke hym of his great curtct ve 

My trouthe wvil 4 kepe } wyil na: lrg 
With herteloze He gothe viito Hig cofee 
Ind b:ought golde vato this phriotopher 
The vale we of fyuc hudꝛed pounde T gelle 
Ind hym betecherh of bis genevinelte 

To qt aunt him dayes of the renmenaun!t 
Indlayd mapyſtcr Þ dare well make gauge 
I fapledneuer of my crouth! as yet 

4 0; (ykcrlp' mp dette hall well begun: 
To warde pou howe cucr that { tare 
Togoabcegayng mn kvy:tyll bare 

But it ve wolde vouch al aate oil tune 
Two7iteo: thc to; totcſpptetme 

Than were F well/fo: ets mot F (cl! 
Mpypnherptage chere ig no moe to till 


Thes phpiolophzc loberly ani werde 

And thus/whan be his woꝛdes herde 
Baue IJ uatholde couenaunt vnto the 

pes certes/well and trewly quod he 

Haſt thou nat dad thy lady as thc lyketh 
No no quod he / and ſo:oufully he ſyketi 
What was che cauſc/tcil ms if thou can 
Iurclius anont his tale began 

And tolde him all / as ye haucherde befoꝛe 
It nedeth nat to reherce it you no moꝛe 
Heſapd Atuttagus ofgencylaclle 

Had leuet to dye in ſoꝛowe and indiſtreſle 
Than that his wpfe were of het ttouth tals 
The ſoꝛowe of Do21gene he tolde hun als 
Howe loth her were to be a wycked wytt 
And that ſ he had leutt haucloſt her lyfe 


And vet ttouth i he ſwoꝛt thozowe innocence | 


She neuer crit had herde ſpeke oiapparence 
That made me to haut in het ſo great pyte 
And right as ftely las he ſent her to me 

As rely (cnt J het home to him agayn 

This is all x (ome thete is nomoze toſapn 
This phyloſopqct anl werde leut bzother 


E uetpche of pou dpd gentyineſſe to other 
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che wyte ol Bathes pꝛologe. 


Thou arte a ſqupet / and he is a 
Bat god fvzbede foz his blyſ full myghe 
But that aclerke coude to as gentle a dede 
Is well as any of you it is no dzede 
Sy Þ releaſe the thy thouſande pounde 
Is aowe thou were cropen out ofthe groũde 
Nenetwr oznowehaddeſt knowen me 
Fo:\y2' I wpllnattake a penp of the 
Fo: all my crafte/ne fo2 all mp trauapyle 
Thou haſt well payde fo: my vptaple 
It is ynowe/farewell + haue good day 

nd toke his hole / x fozth he goth his way 
Loꝛdynges / this queſtion than aſke I you 
Whiche was the moſt fre as thynketh you 


Ao we telleti me / ere that ye further wende 
I can no moze/mp tale is at an ende. 


¶ dert endeth the Frankelepns tale / 
and here foloweth the wyfe 
ol Bathes pꝛolog 
E@CecD- 


- 


Epertfce/though none auctozite 
E Wereithis wozlde/ts right ynow foz we 
To(\peke of wo that is in mariage 
But lozdes/lpn J twelue pete was of age 
Thanked be god/that is eternall alyue 
Hulbandes at the church doze haue J had fyus 
Jt I ſo otten might haue wedded be 
Ind all were woꝛthy men in her degre 
But me was tolde / nat longe agoywps 
That ſith Cryſt went neuet but ones 
To weddyng in the Cane ok Galilee 
That by the (ame enlample taught he me 
That Ine wedded(hulde be but ones 
Lobe/ whiche aſharp wozde foz the nones 
Beſyde a well Jeſus god and man 
Spanke in cepzcfe of the Samaruan 
Thou haſt had fpuc hut bandes (ad he 
Indo chat ike man that nowe bath the 
Js nat thy huſ bande thus l he ſapd certayn 
What he mente therby/ I can nat ſapn 
But that J aſke why Þ the fyfth man 
Was nat huſ bande to the Samaritan 
Howe many might he haue in mariage 
pet het de I neuet tellen in myn age 
Ofthis nombze/ very diffynicioun 
Men mowe deme/and gloſe vp an doun 
But well Þ wote erpꝛeſte withouten lye 
That god bad vs were and multiplye 
Tyat gentle text/can J well bnaderſta1de 
Eke well Þ wote/he (aid that mpn hulbande 
Shulde leaue tadet 4x moder and take to rae 
But of nombꝛe no mencion made he 
Of bygamp/o2 of Occogamp 
Why (hulde men ſpcke of it velonp 
Lo hete the wyſe kyng dan Salomon 
Ittcowe he had wyues mo than one 
Is wolde to god it lefull were to me 
To haue teſreſſhyng halte ſo ofte as he 
Whiche a peſte of god had he fo2 all his wputs 
No man bath ſuche p in this woꝛlde on lyue is 
God wote thes noble king as to my wptte 
Cde fic i had many a mery tytte 
with eche ſo well was him on lyue 
pe bleſſed de god/fo2 J haue had fyue 
Of whiche J haue pyked out the deſt 
Bothe of het nether purs and eke het cheſt 
Dyuets ſcoles maketh parfpte clerkes 
And dyuets p2actibe/in many ſonozy werkes 
Sankech the werkman party te lik et iy 
Ot tyue hulbandes (colynge am J 


The wyle ot Bathes pꝰ e. 


welcom e ute whan that cuer he ſhall. 
Fo:(ot! . J wpil nat ne pe me chaſl in all 
Whan ap du bande is from the woade ygon 
So! ic chziſten man ſhall ue de me (anon 
Fo: .ye apoftic(ayth that Þ aui fte 
To wedde a goddecs halſe where it lpketh ms 
He layth to be wedded it is nolpnas 
Bettet it is to be wedded than to denne 
Wat recketh me though men! ap viloup 
Of (y:ewde Lameth and of bis bygamy 
F# wotce Abzaham was a full buly man 
And eke Jacob as fet as cuct I bete can 
And eche ol hem had mo wpues than two 
And many an other holy man ails 
Where can ye (ay in aup manct age 
That cuet god defended martiige 
By crp:efſe wozdes I pay pou cell we 
Oz where comaunded uc cuct big mite 
FJ wote as well as yc/i15110 deo 
The apostel whan he i(pakec ofmapden hee 
He ſapd that therofp;ccept had be none 
Men map countaplic a woman to be ane 
But counſayle is no mance comaund elicit 
72 puttetij that in out o wne iuge ment 

oa had god comaunded mayo cubede 


Than hao he dampucd wedopng 645 of 03104 


And cettes if there nete no ledt pio we 
Urgynice/ what hulde thero? gro wy 
Paule durlt nat comaunde at leite 

A thing whiche bis maittcr pate none ge 
The darts is let vpon virgin” tc 

Cacche who to may who renneth bete 
But this woꝛde is nat take ot eUcty witty 
But thcre as god wyll peve it of 11s get 
IJ wotec well the apoltctl was a mayzoe 
Butnachclelle though he wꝛott and [apd 
He wolde eucry wpghtc were lache as ye 
Ill is but counlaple to virgprip ee 

And foꝛ to be a wpte de yate me leue 

Of indulgence (o it be nat to rep:cae 

Te wedde me ik that my make dye 
Without ercepcion of Bygamye 

All were it good no woman to; to touches 
He mente in his bedde oz in his couche 

Fo: pattil it is / fy;c i towe to alſernble 

yt now what this cnlample may reſembls 
This is all and lomce he belde bitgynite 
Moe pattytt than weddpag 11 freyite 
Freylte clepe I but it that he 0:(be 

Wolde leden all her lyte in chaitycs 


| 


grant it Dell/J deut none enup 
mapdenyede pzcferre bygamp 

todo dene in body and goſte 

tms wpil make no bolke 

Full well J kniowe/a lozde in his houſholbte 

nat oucrp veſſeil of(pluer x ofgolde 

ome den of tet / and done her lozdeleruple 

God clepethw him folke/inſondzy wyſe 

And che hath of god a pꝛopet yefte 

that/as him lyſt ſhyſte 

Utrginyte is a great perfection 

And conepnence che / wich deuocion 

But Crypt that is of perfection the well 

Bad nat cuerp wight he (hulde go ſe ll 

All that he hath / and peue it to the pooꝛe 

And in ſuche wpſe tolo we him his foze 

Ht ſpake to hum / that wyll iyue p 

And lozdpnges/by pour leaue p am nat J 

wyll beſtowe the tlour of all mpn age 

u che actes / and in the frupt ot maryage 

Cell me alſo to what conciul ion 

Wett membꝛes made ot genetac ion 

And of ſo pactyte wilt /a wyght y wzought 

@ cult me well / they be nat made toz nougyt 

Glole who to wpll / (ap vp and dawne 

That thep were made fo; purgacioun 

Ot vzint and of other thinges (male 

Mas ct to no we a female trom a male 

And fo; no cauſe els / ſay ꝓt no 

The experience wote well it is nat ſo 

So that yt cletats with me be nat wzothe 

IJ lay thus/that thep be made to} bothe 

That is to lay bothe fo: offyct and toz cals 

Ok ——— we god nat diſplele 

Whyl(yulde nat eis men in bokes ictte 

That man ſhall peide to his wyf her dette 

Where with ſhulde he make his payment 

It he ne bled his ſely inſtrument 

Than were chey made vpon acreature 

To purge hun/and ekt to engend3ure 

But I (ap nat / that cuery wight is holde 

That hath ſuche haencis as 4 to pou tolbe 

To go and vile hem in engendure 

Tyan l dulde men of chaltptc take no cure 

Crtyſt was amapde/andſ(yapen as a man 

Aud manp a ſaunt / ſythe the worde began 

pet lyued they cuet in parfite chaſtyte 

But Anpll enupe none virgpnite 

Let hem with bzced ofpured whete be fed 

And let to vs wpues hotrbarly bzecd . 


The wylkeof Bathes pzologe. 


And bad out 


Ind yet with batly bꝛecd / as Mathe tet] can 
Our lozde Jeſus / retteſſhed many a man 

In ſwyche aſtate / as god hath cle ed vs 

I wpll perſeuer / I am nat pꝛecious 

n wyfehode wyll J vle myn inſtrument 
gs frclp as my maker hath it (cnt 

It I de haungerous / god peue me ſoʒowe 
My huſ bande ſhall it haue both eus #mozowe 
whan that him lpſt / come foꝛthe + pap his dette 
An huſbande wpll I baue / I wyll nat 
That ſhalbe bothe my dettout and my thzall 
And haue his trybulacion with all 

upon his fleſſhe / whyle Þ J am his wyte 
The power I haue / dutinge all — 
Bothe of his pꝛopet body / and nat 

Right thus the apoſtell tolde it me 
des fo; to loue bg wele 
All this ſentence me lyketh euctp delt 

Up ſterte che pardoner/and that anon 
Nowe dame ꝙ he / by god 3 by ſaumt Johfi 
ye be a noble pꝛechout in this caas 

{I was about to wedde a wpke / alas 

What ſhulde J bye it on my ſleſſhe ſo dere 
pet had I leuet wedde no wyfe this pete 
Abpde quod (he / my tale is uat begonns 
Nap thou ſhalt dzinke of a nochet tonne 
©; that J go / ſhall (auour wozle thanals 
And whan J haue tolde fozthe mp tale 
Or tribulacion / that is in mariage 
Of whiche J am expert in all myn 
This is to lap / mp ſelfe haue be the tv 

Than mapſt thou cheſe / whether thou wyl (tp 
Okt that tonnt that I the hall bzoche 

Beware of ii oz thou to nygh appꝛoche 

Jo IChall teil enlamples mo than cen 
Who lo wyll nat beware by other men 

By him ſhall other men cozrected be 

Tueſe ſame woꝛdes wꝛiteth tholome 

Me de in his almegeſt / and take it ther: 
Daine I wpll pꝛap pou / if pout wyll wers 
Sayd this pardontt / as pe began 
Tell fozthe pour tale ſp ate foz no man 
And teche vs t men ol pout p 
Gladlp — iche it may pou 
But that I pꝛap to all this companpe 
It that Ilpeke after mp fanteſpe 

Is take nat a grefe / otf᷑ that I lay 

Foz mn entent is but foz to play 


Nowe lyꝛs chan wpll J tell pou tale 
Ls cuct I mult bzcnke wpne 03 — * 


J ſhall ap (oth/theſe buſbandes that J had 
Thie of hem were good / aud ty were dad 


The the men were good / and riche and % 


Uzanetyze awght thep the ſtatute hol oe 
In whiche thep were bounden vnto me 
pc wote well what Jincane pacde 


As helpe me god / Jlaugh whan that I <<ynke 
Howe pytauiiy anight ꝗ made hem toſwpnke 


And b mp fapth/ A vate of hem no ſtoze 
They had me peue her londe and her treſo2e 
Me nedethuat to do hem lenget dyligence 
To wpnne her louc / oꝛ do hem reuerence 
They loued me ſo well / boy god aboue 

That J ne tolde no deynte of her loue 

I wpſc woman wpll buſy her euet in one 
To get het loue/pe therel he hath none 
Buctythe J had hem holy in my hande 

ub after tyep had pcue me het lande 

What ſhulde Jeake hept / hem fo: to pleaſe 
But if it were toꝛ my pꝛotyte oꝛ foꝛ inyn eaſe 
I helde hem o awerke bp my tap 

That uiaup anpght they (onge welawap 
Tie bacon was nat fet toꝛ hem Jtrowe 
Chat ſome man hath in Eiſcr/at Donmowe 
J gouerned hem lo well afcer my la we 

Tyat eche of hem full biyſfull was d fawe 
To bꝛing me gay thynges tro the fkepze 
They were full tayn / wha J 
F 0: god it wote/ Jchyd hem(ppytoullp 
Nowe hetut yo we J bate ie pꝛopetip 
pc wple wpues that can vndcritande 


Tyus(hulvepelpeken/4 beate hem on hande 


Fo: halte ſo boldely can thcet no man 

D were and1ye/as a woman can 

Iſay nat this/by wyoucs that ben wyſe 

But it be whan they hem inyile auyle 

A wyle wyfe/if that t ye can het good 

Shall deate him on honde tyc co we is wode 
Ind tage wytneile ot het owne mayde 

Of yer aCent/but herkenety owe I ſapde 
Sy: oldeKapynarve/tsthisthyne arap 

Why is mp nepghbours wpfcio gay 

She is honoured/ where eucr(ye goth 

{ (ytte at home t haue no thzitty cloth 

What doſt thou at mp neyghbours hous 

Js ſ he ſo fat ſatte thou ſo amerous 

What rownelt thou with a mapde/benedicite 
Sp; olde lechout let thy tapes be 

Ind it that I haue a gollpp oꝛ a frende 
Withouten gylt thou chydeſt as a fends 


kc to hem fapze 


The wyfeof Bates: . 


That ” walke and play vnte bis Houſes 
Tuo .onvtel} hame as done as a mouſe 
And echeſt on tip benche with pucll pace 
Ti u lapeſt to mic it is a great miſtue it 
To wedde apoo2e woman fo: toſtagt 

Ind if (he be rycye of hg pacage 
Thoulayeſt/char it is a bcry toutmentty 
Toſutffre het paide and het nctancc iy 

And if (he be tayze thou very nau 

Thou (apt that euety holout wyll ycr haut 
Se may no wyplc u cad abpoc 

That is aſſayted on cucry tyde 


Thou l(apctſount fol ke bett vs fo; cycht iii 


Some to: gur(bhap/4{onu #010uT t ne 
And ſome koꝛ qt tau ounher tynge 02 Taurice 
And lome to: gentpinelle's; (0: valpaunce 
Some fo: her gandes and het atmestmalt 
Thus goth all to the dyucil by thy calc 
Thouſlapſt men may nat kepcacaltiil wall 
Trmapſolonge allapicÞ ve cacr all 

Ind if ( be be foule thcuſapſt thatt be 

C ouetceth cucry man tat i be may ic 

Fo2 as a(panyell (oc wpll on ham lepe 

Tyll he map tynde [ome man bet ts cacpe 
Ne none ſo gray gole. got tot te int 
As (ay thou wyll be without ber ui.ivc 
And ſayſt i: is an harde chyng e to: io wolde 
Athyng that no man wyil dis hannes 
Thus tayſt choulo:cll w ban thou volt ic 1 
Aid that no wyſc man ncoety to; te wil 
Nenoman that entendech vate yEuy il 

With wylde thunder dont (and tyze tan 
Mott thy weltzed necke be to broke 

Thou l(apſt a bꝛoppyng houlc t cc (moke 
And chy dinge wyurs makcu nen to the 

Out ot het houles atones a benedicice 
What cyleth tuche an olde mart fo: ccogroe 
T houlaplt we wpucs wp1! dau vices bed 
Tyllt we be taſt + than we rl oem deu 
Well may that be a poucrbe of 41 b&:ewe 
Thou ſayſt p otcu ales bout and Loundis 
They ben a![aved of dyucrs Uoundces 
Batyns lauourcs o: that men hem bye 
Spones ſtolcs and all othet yuſband;re 
Indo to be pottes clothes and aray 

But folac of wpucs make none aday 

Tyll they be wedded to olde dotarde [b:ewe 
Ind thanlavit chou well our bices (be we 
ThouſayR uo that it oudſplatech me 

But u chou wolce pꝛayte mp beaute 


4.1. 


The wykeok Batbes p2ology, 
Ind but all dap tu nap tate As petles / ne with golde/ne clothes ryche 
Ind clepe me dame in cuerp place After thy text me toy cubuche 
Pad but thou make a feeft that ilke day Jol nag woche as noche as a guat 
That Y was bozne/and me ſreſſhe and gap Thou ſayeſt thus / walke out as a cat 
Ind but tha do to my nozpce hououc But who lo wyll lenge the cattes cpu 
And to mp chambercr within my dous Than wyll the cat dwell in hes in 
And to my favers folke/and mpyn alyes Ind if che cattes(kyn bcllycke and gap 
Tus layſt thowolbe barcti ſuli of lycs Ohe wyU nat dwell in hous halle a day 
t Jana yn But fozthel he wyll oz any day be da wen 
—— 1 Co (he we het ſuyn / ĩ go a caterwawen 


— — (0z0w 
Tye heypes of thy cheſt away fro me 
Is well u is my good / as thpne parde 
What weneft þ tomake an pdiot of our dame 
Node by that 102de/ that cleped is ſaint J ame 
Thou ſhalt aat both though thou were wood 
Be mapyſter of mp body and of mp good 
That one thou ſhalt fo2 go/magre thyn eyen 
Wat nedeth the of me / ro enquere oi pzien 
JF crowe thou woldeſt locke me in thy chyſt 
Thou ſhuldeſt (ap/good wife go where pe lpſt 
Take pour diſpozte/ I wplileueno tales 
Innotec pou foz a tre we wpfe/dame Yles 
Welout no mag that taketh kept oꝛ charge 
Mere that we go we wpll be at our large 
Ot all manor men blelled motche be 
The wyſt Iftrologyen/dan Piotholome 
T bat ſayth right tus in his almegeſt 
Ot au men dis wploome is the be 
That recketh nat who hath Þ won de in hande 
By this pꝛout ibe thou ſhalt vudetſtande 
Haut thou ynough what datc the recke 0; care 
— merply that othcr folkes tare 

93 cettes olde Dotarbes by yourleue 
pel ball baue quepniz — at ele 
Tang mn farb f wyll wernc 
I man to lpgixt a caadcll at his lanterne 
Heſ hail hauc neuct the lalle light patot 
Haue thou ynoug / thou date natplapne the 
Tyecu ſ(ayſt aiſo / if chat we make vs gap 
With clathyng / os with pzectous atay 
That it is ↄctyli of out chaſtpte 
And wich ſoz owe / thou mull entot cu the 
Aud (ap theſt woꝛdes / in the apoſtels name 
Jababyte made / wich chaſtyte and ſhame 

— apparaple you quod be 
. nat in treſſed heer and ryche perte 


This is to ſap / it᷑ I de gay ſit ſ haewit 

woll renne out/my bozell fo: to ſhewe 

it olde fole / what hel peth the to ai pycn 
Fo: though þ plap Argus w his hu dꝛed tpen 
Co be mp warde coꝛʒps / as he map belt 
In feyth he ſ hall nat kepe me but mie leſt 


, pet coude I make his berde / ſo mote Ach: 


Tyaulapeſt ent / p tycre be thinges tyze 
The whiche thinges / troublen all che ctthe 
And that no wight may endure the terthe 

O leue lit ſhꝛe we / Jeſus ſ hoꝛt thy lyft 

pet pꝛecheſt thou / and ſateſt an hatefull wp.e 

Uckened is / foz one of thele milchaunces 
Ben there nowe none other reſemblaunces 
That map beltke pour parables baita 


- Butafalelp wpfe be one of tho 


Thou lkencſt tut / a womans loue to hell 
To bareyn lande/there water may nat bwell 
Thou likencſt vs ene allo to wylde fy:e 
The moze it bzenneth/the moze it hath deſy;e 
To con(ume euaty thing /Þ dꝛeut wolde be 
Thou ſaieſt right/ as wozmes( hendenatre 
NRiaht ſo a wphe/ biſtropeth her huſbonde 
This knowen thep/that ben to wyucs bunbe 
L.o:dinges/right thus as ye haue bnderſtads 
Bate I (tyflp mpn olde huſbandes on hande 
That thus thcy ſaiden an their dꝛonatneſſe 
Ind all was falſe / but as I toe wytnelſſe 
Of Jankpn and ofmpnnece alſo 
O tazde * — db hem and the wo 
Full gylulcWe/by goddes ſwete pyne 
F 02 as an hozſe / I coude byte and whyne 
J coude plapne/though I were in the gylte 
O: cls J hao ofte tpmes be ſpylte 
Who lo cometh firſt to the napli/farlt he grynt 
J plapned fir{>/\o were out wertes ſtynt 
They were full glad / ſoꝛ to excuſe hem blyue 
Ot thyng whiche they neuer d het lyut 
Of weches wolde J dere hem full ſoze on hade 
Whan 5 fo: (1cke vnneth might they ſtande 


* — 8 


The wyle ot Bathesp!zo' . 


pet tyccled I his herte fo that he 

Wende that J ofhium had lo great cheerte 

+ Jiwoze/that all my walking out by nygh& 
Was to to (ppe wenches chat he dyght 
Under that colour had J many ampꝛthe 

10: ali uche thyng was gpue vs in our byzthe 
Dilcept: / wepyng i ſpynnyng god hath peue 
To women kyndely/ whylc that they lVyue 
And thus ot o thyng J map auaunte me 

At ende / I haue the bettet in eche degre 

By l lepgyt oz foꝛce oꝛ by Come manet thyng 
Do by contpnuall murinure oꝛ grutchyng 
Namelp a bedde / had they milcyaunce _ 
There wolde Ichyde / do hem no pleſauce 

4 wolde no lenget there a bedde abyde 
4fchat I felte his atme ouer my (yde 

Tyll he had made his raunlom vaco me 
Than wolde J(uftre him do his nycete 

310 thettoze cucry man tyis tale I tell 

Wyn wholomap/foz all is to; tolell 

With emptp handes/ men map no hawkes lure 
yo: wpanpng wolde J all his lyũ endure 
no make ime than a fayned appetyte 

410 pet in bacon had Jneuer delpte 

That made me / that cuer J woldc hem chyde 
4 03 though the pope had ſytten hem belyde 

4 wolbe nat (pate hein at het owne bozde 

40: by mp trouthe/ I quyt hem cucty wozde 
$5i0hclpe me god omnppotent 

Tough right nowe (hulde make my teſtamet 
o wt hem nat o wozde/that it nys quyt 

4 vzought it lo aboute by mp wyt 

Tyat they muſt peue it vp al toz the belt 
Oꝛels hao we neuct be in reſt 

$0: though he loked / as wylde as a lyoun 


yet i hulde ye faple of his concluſyoun 


Than wolde J(ap/goodlete take kepe 
Hewe mekely lokety Wylkyn out lhepe 
Come nete my (poulz/let me ba thy chene 
ye t hulde be all pi ient and mcke 

4nd haue a ſwete ſpyced conlcience 

Dyth pe ſo lpeke of Jobes pacience 
Duttteth al way ſyn pe can ſo well p:eche 
Indo but pe do/certayne we wyil pou teche 
It is tapʒe / a man to haue his wyte in pecs 
One of vs two mull bo we doutles 

Ind (pthe a man is euet moit teſonadle 
Than a woman is / pe mull be (utkcrabie 

. Whatepleth pou to grutche and grone 

— 5'19fo; pe wolde haut my queenc alons 


Why ta! ..,.o haue it cucty dee 

Pecer che we pou but pe louc it wes 
F031! g woldeſcll mp bele choſe 

{ co ,0c walke as fteſſuc as a role 

Bu J wpll kepe it fo: pour owne tothe 

ye be to blame by gov I (ap pou ſoche 
Suche maner wozdes had we on bande 
Nowe wyll I (peke of mp fourth huſbanve. 


y fourthe huſ bande was a tcuctout 
f This is to lap he had a patamout 
And J was ponge and full of tagety 
Scobozne + ſtronge/and pliant as a pyt 
Howe coude | daunce viuo an hetpe nale 
And lynge pwps as any npghtyngale 
Whan J vad d:onke a0aaugtm of (wett wore 
Metulltus the toule chozle the (wyne 
That with a tate betafte his wy ft het 1% 
FX 0:(l he dzanke wyne + Þ had be bis ure 
DDclhulbe nat haue daute o me tro duns 
Ind afcer wyne on Acnus muſt 5 7116s 
Fo:alllo(yker/ as colde engend zehn 
Alicotous mouth mull haut 3 lyco:ous 
In women pynolent s 10 defrnce 
T zac kno wen lecyours by erpcr inc, 
But loꝛde ctyſt whan it temembiatt mc 
Upon my poutht and on mp folgte 
{4(tykcleth me aboute mp hette role 
Unto this day it Doche my hicrte 60's 
Tat I haut had my world as 11 nern 
But age dias that all wril 1 ent 
Hach me bceratte my beautc 4my port 
L ct gotarewell the dpuch go therwist! 
T hc loure is go there ys 10026159 5 
Theb:anas I beſt may aowe mult 4 1h 
Nowetoberight mery well Jtonde 
Nou wyll J tell of my toutti hut dende. 


Day he had inherec a area: dilpris 
4 That Jinany ochet had delvee 
But he was qQuyt by god t by Lanit tobe 
{ made him of chc lame wode 4 troce 
Nat of my boop in no foulc mant 
But certaynly | made folke tuche chert 
T bat in his 0wne grece | made hun frve 
10: anger and fo: dety icloatpe 
By god merthe | was bis purgatozp 
$0: whiche J hope bis loulc be in glozp 
F0: god it wote He (ate tull ofte and lougt 
Wyhan chat his ho, full byttetip bum wong 
I. u. 


PI 


— — —ꝗc—ͤ4—PZ:. — — 


Chat made bis face/ 


Chr wyfeof Bathespzologe. 
a he that wy Foꝛ very (hame/x blamed hinielft that he 


There was no wight / ſaue 
n mane wpſe/howe loze I him twyſt 
ed whan J come fro Jeruſalem 
And ygraue/ vader the rode bein 
All is hos tombe nat ſo curius 
As was the ſtpulctt of hin Dattius 


wyiche that Appelles w;ought(o ſubtellp 
It is but waſtt / to but ie him pꝛecioul lp 


Had tolde to me / ſo great a pzuipte 

And ſo befpll/that ones in alenie 

So ofte tyme to my gollpp wente 

Fo: cucr 3 loucd to be gay alwap 

Ind fo: to walke in Parche/ Apꝛill / t Wap 
Fro houle to houle / to here tonday tales 
That Jdykyn clerke/4 my gollyp dame Ales 


Let him fate well / god peut his ſoule good teſt And J my lelfe / in to the feldes wente 


He is nome in his graus ⁊ layde in his che ſt 


My hul bande was at London all that lente 
J had the bettet leyſet fo; to plep 


1022 ol mp kyfthe huſbande wyll J tell Ind foz to ſe and cke fo; to be ſep 


God let his ſoule / neuet come in hell 
And pet was he to me the moſte ſhʒte we 
That fcle J on m tybbes all by te we 
And eucr i hall vnto mpn endpnge dap 
But in out bed he was full fte i he and gap 
And ther withall he coudelo well meglole 
Wuhan that he wolde haue my bele chote 
That though he yad bete me on euctp bone 
He coude wpune my loue agayne anone 
F trowe Jloued hun beſt toz that he 
Was of his louc/{o daungerous vnto me 
we women baut it Þ Ii ball nat lpe 
In this matet à qucynt fantelpe ; 
Wapyte what typug we map nat lightly haue 
Thetaftet wyll we cryt all dap aud craue 
F 0:bpD vs thpag and that delpꝛen we 
Pꝛecle on vs talte and than wyll we tle 
With daunget vttet we all our chattate 
Great p2cce at market maketh dete ware 
And to great chepc ic holden at lptell pꝛice 
This bnowethcucty woman that is wple 


(| y fyfthe huſbaͤde god his loule bleſſe 
A _ Whicye J toke fo; lout no tichelle 
Vt lomtyme was aclethe of Orentozbe 
And had leftc lcole'4 went at home to bozde 
with mp gollpp tho d wellyng in our toun 
God haue hcrloule/her name was Fliloun 
he kuewe my hette and cke iny pꝛiupte 
Better than out patiſſhe pꝛeeſt / ſo mot j the 
To het bewꝛepd Imp counle ll all 


Fo: had myn huſbande pyſTed agapne a wall 


Oꝛ do a thyng ð he ſhul de haus coſt his lyft 
To het and alſo to another wozthy wyfe 
And to my nete / whiche that loued we le 
wolde haue tolde / his counſell cuetpdele 
ſo I dpd / full ofte god it wote 

ofte reed and hote 


Ot lultp folkc/ what wpſtc J where mp grace 
Was lhapen to; to be oꝛ in what place 
Thettoꝛe J made mp vylitac tons 

To vpailes and to pꝛocellions 

To pꝛechpuge che and to pylgrymages 


To plapes of mp;acies/and to mat iages 


Ind wcared vpon iup gaylcarict gytes 
Thel woꝛmes ne thele mothes ne theſe mite g 
Upou my patell frapde vem nenet a dele 

Ind woteſt thou whp/foz they were vled wele 
Mowe wpll J tell fozth what happed me 
lay that in the teldes walked we 

T yll crewip/ that we had (uche daltaunce 
This clcrkr and I that ofmp puruepaunce 
4 (pakctohym/andlapdhowe that he 

It 4 were wpdowe/lhulde wedde me 

Fo; ccttayne J(ap pou / foʒ no bobance 

pet was Incuet without purucyaunce 

Ot matiage ne ot othet thynges cke 

J holde a mous hcrte nat woch alcke 

That hath but one hole fo to ſtette to 

And itthatfayle than is all pdo 

bate him ou hande he had enchaunted me 
Hy dame taught me / toſothe that (otylte 
Ind cke J lapd/ I mette ot hym all nygyt 

He wolde a ſlapne me/as J lay vpꝛight 

Ind all mp beb was full of very blood 

But yet q hopcetrulp/ycl hull do me good 

J 0: blode betokencth golde as {| was taught 
And al was fals /I dꝛemecd ot him right naugt 
But as J folowed ape my dames loze 

As well ot that as of other thynges moe 

Ind nowe ly let mec what ( hulde Jlapne 
Aha by god J haue mp taic agapne 

Whan that mp tourth hulbande was on bete 
J wepte algate and made a ſoꝛy chere 

Is wpues moten foz it is the vlage 


And with mp kerchete / I cleted my vpſage 


The wyfeof Bathes pz! :. 


But foz that I was putueped of a make 

J wepte full lycell/ date vadectake 

To chyꝛche was mp yulbade bone on mozow 
with our nepghbours/P foꝛ him made (020w 
Ind Janken out clerke/ was one of tho 

Is helpe me god / whan that I (a we bim go 
Attet the bete me thought he had a payze 
Oclegges and tete Lo clene ano lo tape 

That all my hecte/ q pate vnto his hölde 
He was Attowe / — wynter oloe 
But |} was fourty/if A bal lap the lothe 
But pet I had al wap a coltes tothe 
Gaͤppe tothed was but p became me wele 
4 y40 the pzunt of (aint Ucaus (ele 
s helpe me god was a full luſty on 

4110 tepze tiche i ponge and well begon 
£10 trewlp/as inp hul baude tolde me 

had the beſt queynte that iuight be 

$0: cettes Jam all tully veucrian 

4n telyng / ano my hecte is Matctan 

Ucnus me pate my luſt 1 lphetoumelle 

4:0 Shats pafe me mp ſtutoy hatopnelle 
dyn aicendaut was Taure/t Hats therm, 
Vas 4tas/thateurt loue was pune 

4.4010 wed ape / mpn inclynacion 

By vertut of my conltpllacion 

That made me that Jcoude nat withdzawe 
Hy chamv:e of Uenus tto à good tclawe 
ycthaue {| Mattis marke Vpon mp fkace 

Ano allo/n another pꝛiup place 

$0; god (0 wylely be my (auacion 

4 loucd neuer by no dilctellion 

But cucr folowed mpn appetpte 

All were he longe/(hozt/biatke 02 whyte 

{ coke no kepe/io that he lyked me 

Howe pooꝛe he was ne che of what begre 
What ( hulde I lay but at the monthes ende 
Chis tolp clerke Janhyn that was lo hende 
Hach weoded me with gteattoleenpnpic 
4:10 to him pate I all lande ano fe 

That euer was eue me thete betoꝛc 

But aftet warde mine tepented it full (oꝛc 

He nolde (uttrenothyng of my lyſt 

By god helmote me ones on the lll 

On the chcke/ to2 J rent out ot his boke alegfe 
That ofthe (trove myn care wext all deate 
Stobozne I was as is alyonclle 

A ot mp tongt / a very iangeltell⸗ 

And walas J wolde / as I donc had befozne 

i to houſe to houle / all though he had iti wozne 


- 


Fo: wil e ofte tyme wolde pzeche 
Inon v(olve comapne teſtes tech 
Hou ge @ympliius Gallus lefte his wykr 
An! yer fozioke fo; tet me of all his lyte 
N c but foz ones open het de d he het (ay 
L yng out of his doc Vpon a day 
other comapyne/ tolo he me by name 
But fo: his wyte was at alomers game 
Without yrs wetpng he foxloke het cke 
Ino than wolde be Bpon his byble (cke 
That ilke p:0ucthe of Eccleliall 

Where he comaundcch and byooeth kast 


Menkvall nat uftte het wpucs to ropic 4 


Than wolde ye (ap thus iwithouten don: 
Wo to byldeth his hoc all ofrtalo wis 

No p:iketh his blynbe yo;le ouce the falg iz 
Jn0luttreth his wyfe towukehalow:s 

4s wo:thy to be hangedonthe gals Wis 
B.UuUtallroznoughte 4 £145 al y4 we 

Of all his pÞ:0UcCrucs 1c of all Lis ole 2 


Ae f woloc nat oryiun c@a:reclcd bd 


$haicchom that tellen ene vices p 
And (o do mo god wo:c ot bs 43 4 
Chis MADE himwode WITH NT dil ee 
6 woloc nat to:beare yen inne 
Muc well tap poulolſye by iaitii T 
Wa hat f reate oaTOthis bose a4 
19: WijicycyYelinoteineto that 4 4 
L)c 4494 bot P glably botheng 45 4 
TX 0:11SUUPOLLE Ye WOLDOE TCO bi 4 
Dacleped it Walerp and Tyeop ea! 
4 W }iC}CUOREQELOUGY all Way Ul 

I 13 ckcthore wag d (Iethe tente 

J £410 (014ll thachyghttaen er 
T ).ic(11410c 4 bVoae 444,10 $0.74) 
(11 wyiche bokethers was che Cote 
Ctülppas  0;t4ld and BLO Wis 

T 414; w4S avbeile natter tro parts 

4 19 cketheparables of wanne Sonos 
).APOCS Urie and chebokes man 03 

Ji all chcte were bounden in one volume 
Ii cucry dae +4ngt was bes cadame 
Wianhehgdlestect and ane vst 

to all other wo:ldly occupacton 
VOrcocnontyts boke/ of wicked wyurs 
{caneweorhem mo legendes dad lyucs 
T1341 be ot good wyurs inthe byble 
F0:trultery well it 1s 40 impoiiyblc 
Cana crke woldetpihe good of Wrucs 
Satt be of holp Caynies lyucs 


J. ut. 


— 


— _ — 


The wyfeof Batdes tale. 
Ne ofnonoother women/aeucr the ms Amphioꝛax / at Thebes loſt his lyfe 
Who paymeththe lyoun/tell me who Myn hul bands had a legende et dis wee 
By if women had wutten ſtozies Etephylem / that (oz an ouche of 
As clethes hane/wethin her O2atozics Hath pꝛiueip/ pnto the grekes 
Thy wold haue wuttt of me moze wickedneſſe where that her huſbande hpd him in a place 
Than all che macke of Idam may red:clle Fo: whiche he had at Thrbes/a\ſozp grace 
The chpldzen of Bercuryp and Uenus Ot Lyma tolde he me / and of Lucp 
Ben met wozkynge full contcattous They made het huſbandes foz to dy 
Wercurpyloueth wp(cdon and ſcience That one for loue that other was fo: hats 


Ind Uenusloucth/ tyot and dapence 
And fo; het dpuets diſpoſycion 
Eche fapleth in others craitacron 
As thus god wote Metcuty is dyſſolatt 
gn jdyp(ccs/ where Uenus iSecraltate 

d Uenus fayleth/there Metcutp is teyſed 
Thcrfoze women ol no clerke is pꝛeyĩed 
The clecke whan he 1s oc map naught do 
Ok Ucnus woꝛkces nat worth his oldelyo 
Tha ſytteth he do wut * w2iteth in his dotage 
That women can nat hepe het mariage 
But nowe to purpo.c why J tolbe the 
That J was beaten fo: a boke parde 
Upon anyght/ $ankyn that was our [pze 
Licodes onbis boke as he ſate by the fy2ic 
Ot Cuctirit that fo; her wyckednelle 
Was all manxynde bought to wzetchednelſlt 
4 0: whiche that Felu cryit him{elfe was lapn 
T tat bouglyt vs with his gerte blobe agapn 
L 5 crc erpicile of women map pe tynde 
Catwoman was thclolle ot all mankynde 
TYyoredbeime howe Hamplon loſt his hires 
Slcppng his lemma kyt hem with her (yeres 
Thoꝛough whiche trelon/loſt he both his ryen 
Tho rcboche me ifthat Flhallnatiycen 
Of Percules anb ofhis Dyany:e 
@T!atcauſicdbimtotcthimteltc aye 
Nothyng fo2gate he the (020 we and the wo 
That Soctates had with his wyucs two 
Dowe Etantippa cat py!Ic vpon his heed 
Chis ſely man late ſtyll as he were dee 
Dc wyped his heed nomoꝛc Durſt he lapne 
But 02 the thũdet ſtynte thete cometh rayng 
Ot Paſiphy that was the quent of Crete 
Fo; ſ he woneſſe him thought the tale (wets 
Fyt pes nomoꝛe it is a gt ly thyng 
Ot het hoꝛrydie luſt and ofyer lykyng 
Ol Cletempſtta foꝛ het hygh lechetyt 
That talſ ly made het huſbande to bye 
De redde it wich full good dcuocion 
Ot tolde me che fo what concluſton 


Lyma het huſ bande vpon an tupn late 
Enpopioude him ſoz that ſ he was his a 
Lucia lykcrous/loued her huſ bande ſo 

F 02 he ſhuldoe algates / on het thpnke 
She pate vnto hym ſuche a loue dzinks 
That he was deed/02 it was at mo, owe 
Ind thus algate/huſbandes had ſoꝛowe 
Than tolde ye me howe that Latumeus 
Tompleyned / howe that fell man Atcius 
That in his garden / growed ſuche a tre 
On whiche he lapd that his wpues thze 
Hanged hem ſelte foꝛ het hertes diſpptous 

O leut bzothet than lapd this Irriug 

tłe me a plante / ot᷑ that blyſled tre 

nd in my garden / planted ſ hall it bs 

Ok laͤttet date ol wpues hath he redds 

That (omc haue ſlayne het huſbandes abedd : 
Ind let het lechout / dight hem all the nyght 
Whples that the coꝛps / lap in floʒe vpigot 
And lome haue dziue nayles in het bzapn 
Whyles vᷣ thep l lept à thus thep haue h I layn 
Some hauc cue hem popſon in het danke 
He lpakt moꝛc harm / than hette may thpnke 
Ind thetwithall he coude mo pzoucrbes 
Than in this woꝛlbe / growe gras oz herbes 
Betttt is quod he thpn habytacion 

3c with alpon oz a foule D2agon 

bau with a woman vlynge fo; to chyde 

Bettet is quod he/hyghinhis rofe abyde 

T han wity an augty wife downe in the houſe 
They be lo wpcted and ſo conttatpouſe 

T yep haten / that het huſdandes loue ape 

He ſapd a woman caſt het ſhame awape 
Whanl he caſt ot het (moke/and tetthet ma 

A fayze woman but ſ he be chaſt allo 

Is lpke a golde tyng on a ſowes noſe 

Who wolde icue o who wolde (uppole 

The wo that in myn herte was and pyrie 

And whan q (awe chat he wolde neuer ſyn 
To teden on his curſco boke all nyghe 


All ſodenly / that leaues haue J plyghe 


The wyfeof Bathes p 


Out ofhis boke eight as he redde and ene 
with me f(pT (e coke hem ou the chene 
Chat in ous pe he fyll bac watoe ado wine 
Jud he vp derte / as doch a wade lyoun 
Ind with hrs (pt he (moce me on the heed 
Chat in the floze / I lap as J were deed 
Jad wyan he ſlawe / ho we Qyll that F lap 
He was agaſt / and wolde haue fleode away 
Tyll at laſt / J out ot mp(wowne abꝛapde 
O halt thou (lapyne me} falie thete q lapde 
Ind foz my lande/thug halt thou murd:ch me 
Oꝛ Ide deed pet wyll Jones kylle the 
Jud nete he came i hacked (aye adoun 
Ind lapd / dere ſuſtet ſwete Aploun 

4s helpe me god / (hall che ncuet mpyte 
Chat g haue do ſit is thy lel.4ro wyte 
foꝛyeue it me and chat I the valcke 

J yet efte ſones I hytte him on the cheke 
J110 (apd theft / thus moche am be wick 
Nowe wyll F byc/ F map nolengeripene 
But àt laſte, with moche care àuo wo 

We fyll aͤccaꝛded by out ſeltyu two 

He pats me the bꝛiopll in my haue 

To haue the goucrnaunce/ot houlc + lande 
410 atter ot his tonge / of his hande ali 
Jad made hyin bent his boke anon the 
Jud than / whan | yad goten vnto me 

The maͤyſtt and cke the (ouctaynte 

Ii that he lapd mu ouuc tte we wpke 
Dothe as pou lyſt all cize cerme ot thp lyfs 
Ecpe mpn honour and che mpnaltaie 

Ind atcer that day we hae ncuet ocbate 
God helpe melo Au as to hm as kynog 
4s any wpfe/tro Denmattke in to nde 
Ind allo ttewe and ſo was he to me 

4 pꝛap to god that (ytteth in mageſte 

Do blelſe his ſoule for bis mercy dete 
Rowe wpll (ap mp talc/ifpe wyll hete. 


a He ftere lough whaͤ he had herd al this 
Nowe dame ꝙ he. (o baue 4 10p 2 blig 

Tis is alonge p:eainvlie of a tale 

Ind whan the lompnout yerde the frere gals 

Lo quod Þ(ompnour. toz goddes dries we 

Attete wyll euttemete bim cue tmo 

Lo goed man a tipe ano che attete 

Wyll fall in euetp maanes dpilbe i maters 

What ſpeneſt thou i pzeambulacion 

wyai amble 02 tote go ppile a (pi 4 dous 


Ze. 


Tho tet ourdfpo:te/ tn this matere | 
yt u ite thou ſo lit Dompnoar quod Þ frere 

N- veby up taythe! 1 (ball oz that 4 go 1 
T .llof a Sonpnout lache a talc ogtwe | 
hat all toike( yall laugh in this place Ah 
Nowe cls trete {b:(y:cwe thy face 
Quod this ſompnoat and J be yzs we me 
But ik {tell tales two o2 thie | 
Of kretes 02 that A comc to @yttyngbourng 
That (ball make the (o2c fo; to n10u tne 
Fo2 well J woce/thp pacience is gone 

Dur hoſte cryde peace and that anong 

Ind (ayd let the woman tell het tate 

pe faren as foike that d;onke ben of ale 

Do dame tell fo:tt your tale and p is beſt 

All tedy lter quod le right as you lp (2 4 
It J haue lycenct of this woztyy tete 

pcs damt quod he tell to, tg and enge. 


C Here endeth the wyfeof Bath's 
pꝛologe/and here folowety 
ber tale. 28D 
— 


The wyte ol Batyes tale. 


Actour 


olde dapes ol king 


bzitons (peke great honour 
5 21 30 land ed of foyzp 


Che eife quene/ with het ioly company 

Daunled full oft:/ in many a grene mede 

This was the olde oppinyon as I rede 

Iſpede of man an hundzed peresa go 

Butnowecannomanlenoneclpyes mo 

| Foznowe the great chatyte and pꝛapets 
Ok lymptours and other holy ſtetes 

That \crchen euety lande and euery (treme 

Is thicke as motes/in the ſonne deme 


Blell —U— — x bowzes 


Cytics'/bozoughes/caſtcls/+hygh toutes 
T hozpes/bcrnes/l hepens/and deyzies 
This maketh/thacthere be no fey;ies 

Foz there as wonte was to walke anelfe 
There wald eth now / the lytuitout Him (elfe 
In vndermcles and in mozupnges | 


And layth his matyns and bis holy thinges. 


Is he goth '0:the/in His Iymptacion 
Women map uo we go (auclp vp and doun 
Under cucry bullhe and vndet eucry tre 
Thcre is none other incubus but he 

And he nc wolde do hem any biſtonour 
And lo deli that this kynge Jrtour 

$140 11 11s Youle/alultp bacheler 

T hat on a day came tyding frothe tyuct 
And bapped that alone as he was bone 
Hela we ainspde; walbpag him betone 
Ot whiche mayde/ anone magtt het becd 
By very fo:ce/ He bp2eftc het mapdenhet o 

F 02 whicyc opp:ellion/ was luche clainour 
F110 (ucye purtute/vnco kyng Irtour 
That dampncd was this knight to be deed 


By courſc of lawe'x( Yulbe Haucloſt yis heed 


BDaraucnture/ſuche was the (tatute tho 
But that the quene xt other ladpes mo 
Solonge p:ayden the kyng of grace 

Tyll he his lyfe had graunted in that place 
And pate him to che quent all at het wpll 


The qucuc chanked 
And aftcr this thus (pake( be to the knight 
Whan (he ſawe het tyme vpon a dap 
Thou Qtanvcſt yet quod ſ he / in ſuche atay 
That of thy lyt᷑e / pet haſt thou no ſutete 

I graunt thy lyfe it thou canſt tell me 


T 0 chele whether F1 wolde him (aue 0: (ppyll 


What thinge it is / that women molle beſpzen 


Be watt / and kepe thy neckt tt om ireu 


kyng with all her might 


Ind it thou canſt gat teil it anone 

g hall the peue/ pet leaue foz to gane 
twelmonthe 4 a day / to ſeche ano lere 

In anſwere ſuſſictaunt in this mater 

And ſuecte wyll I haus / oz that thou pace 

Thy body fo; to pelden in this place 

Wo was this knyghyt/z(0;0wtull he ſygheth 

But he tap nat do / as hun lyketh 

And atlaſt he chaſe him oz to wende 

And come agapnt / tight at the petes ende 

With luche anl wet / as god wolde him puruap 

And caketh bis leaue / j wendeth tozth his way 

He lcketh cuety Houle and cut ty place 

Where as he hopeth foz to tynde grace 

To wptte what thing/ women loued molts 

But he coudt attpucu anno colte 

There as he might tynde in this mate te 


* (T wo creatures/acco;dyng in fete 


Some (\(ayd womncu loued vel richells 

S oine(apd honout / lome (aid z0lpynelile 
Some laid rycyc atap / ſome ſayd luſt a bed 
Au ofce tymes to be wpdowes / j to be WeD 
.S oc (ayd that we be 11 hette molt caled 
Whan we be tlatcred and yplealed 

He goth tull nyghthelothe! | wpilnatiye 
4 mantyail beu wprne vs with tlaterye 
A110 With attendauct and with buiyncile 
tn we ylymced;both moze and leude 

Ano lome tapd / that weloue veſt 

1 0; to be tte and oo right as vs lpſt 

4110 that noman teac ue vs of out vpce 
But (ap that we be wyle / a nothyng npce 
10 tcutiy / there is none of vg all 

$tanp wpght well dawe vs on the gall 
That we nyllaykc/fo; that he lapth vs (othe 


Aday and yet hall fynde it / that it doche 


J oz be we ncuce(o vicious withinne 

Wwe wolde beyolben wyl(c/4 cleng out of ſpnnt 
And lome laid / gtcat oclyte haue we 

14 0; to beholde able and che iccre 

Aud in one putpoſe ſtedtaſtip to dwel 
And nat to be wey/ that men vs tell 

But that tale is nat wozth a take ſtele 
abt we wotnen caunothpug bc le 
Wwptnetlc on vp a / well ys bere the tale 
Ouiot among other thyuges mala 
Hayd pda had budct bs longe eres 
Gcawpng vpou is heed two alles tces 
T hc whicye vpce he hyd/as he bef} night 
4 wllubuilly/trom euery meanncs (1ght 


Chat ſaue his wyfe/there wyſte of u no mo 
He loued her molte,and trulted her alſo 

He pꝛap dt het / that to no manet creature 
Ohe wolde tell ot his foule diſtygure 

She ſwoꝛe him ð all the wozlde to wpune 
She noldec do that velony ne ſlpnne 

To make het huſ bade / to haue lo foule a name 
She wolde nat it / toz her ownc (ham 

But natheleſle / ye thought that ( he dyed 
That ſ he ſo longe ſhulde a counlell hyde 

She thought it was (o ſoꝛe about her herte 
That nedes (ome wozde het mult a ſterte 

Ind ſythe ſ he dutſt tell it to no man 

Do wne to the matyce faite by l he ran 

Tyll che cane thete het herte was in kpze 

Aud as a bytoze/ blombeth in the myze 

She layde her mouth / viito to Þ water downe 
Be w2ey me nat chou water with chylowne 
Quod ſhe tothe I tell it and to no mo 

Myn hul bande hath longe alles cares two 
Nowe is mpn herte all hole noweſ it is oute 
might no lenget kepe it out ot Doute 

Hete mowe pe le though we atyme abyde 

pct out it muſt we can no counla ple hybe 

The remenaunt ofthe tale pe wyll here 
Kedeth Oupde and there ye inay there 

This knight/of whome mp talc is (pcctally 
Whan that he (a we he migyt nat come thervp 
This is to lap what women loucd molt 
Within his bꝛeſt /(o(020ufull was his goſt 
But home he goth he mpght nat lotourne 
Tye day was cde/Þ hom warde mult he tourne 
And in his wap ads happed lym to rybe 

In all hiscare/vnder 4 tozclt td. 

Where as he (awc/Vpon a Taunce go 

Ok ladies / tout twenty ang pet mo ; 
'Towarde whiche daunce he d2zewe full yerne 
Inu hope that he ( hulde (ome wyldome lerne 
But certapnly/o2 that he came fully thire 
Uanpllyed was this daunce he nylte white 
No cteatute (awe he that bace lyte 

S due on the grenc/helawe ,ytting a wyke 
Jfouler wyght / thete might no man deute 
Igapne this knyght this vlde wyte gan ryle 
Jud lapd (pz knight/heeeivzth lycth no wap 
But tell me what pe ſeke by your fay 
Parauenture/it map the bettet be 

Theſe ol de folke/ can moche thynge quod be 
My leut modcr quod this knyght certayne 
Inam but deed / but if that { canlayne 


» 


The wytcol Bathes 


What „ngt it is that women moſt deſp2c 


Cov e pe mi wplly/ I wold quite welpo ite 


jut me thy trouth Het in my Hande ꝙ . 
e nexte thyng that I ccquyꝛe the 

© goul halt it do it it ie in thy my ght 

Ind & wpUrell it pou; 02 it benygut 
{Dauehyece mp trouthe ꝙ che knigtyt gta! 
Than quodie F Dare well mane 44 4unte 
Thy tote 19(afe/fo; } wpil ft 2154 rherby 
Upon mp liyfe'the quene wl (a, as 4 

Letle whiche is the pꝛoudettotbem all 

That wcaceth on autyer quctchett o call 
That date fapnap of chat 4 wpil the rieche 
Let vs go koche without mozetpeche 
Thorowneolheapylteilinys care 

410 bad hym be gido and haucno frare 
han thep be comen tothe conte d 


Sad lzc kept his dae as he hade 


4110 rcOp wagyisd U Were 45S lic ls. © 
JUll many anoble wp tc and many a 

4 10 maava wybouwe to; thier by ky 
Che quent het tete pirying as 

J leindled ben this 404 wil kes; 

4110 adtftetmatde this nigen 

Sp Urry wygut Was COnauuno ct 

4'10 chacthe kuighth Yuloe tell! 
Wiyatthpng/that wololy wore 

Tols znygyt ſtode nac tell as 00 

Balto his qucſtion auone ama e 

With mant voyce that all the coun: 

&Þy licgclady/ than general que 
Women dflyp:cnioYauclouctd 

Js well of het huldandes as of 15: 
I1107to;toveninmayitry aden 

This is yOUr molt defyzc though i122 
Dothcasyoulvit Fambere at outwy 
F114llcyecource ne was Here woe 1 
12c wydowe that co:mmary cd tanz char e 
DBuUtiapd be was wo:thy to haac tis bs 
Ind with Þ worde vo (toric this 0158 wes 
Whiche Þ ce Bn4ght fonde (ing on $ a; 
Metcyquodthe mp ouctayilad; gui, 
&ectyIt your coutte depätte ds DO nicer, nh! 
& (4Ught this anſwere! vnco this knygluc 
+ 0: W.ziche he plyght ine his trouthe tyre 
The tyzſt tyynge woldec hun requy;e 
1c wolde nde uit lap inbismiunur 


Bykoze this toutte than J pray tye (e: bnint! 


22400[ hc that thou me take vio thy wy?, 
x 0; well thou woteſt Þ IJ haucſauco the! 


— 


. 
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The wyte e Bathes tale. 


It JCwere fals/\were nap bpon thy fap 
The knight an(werde/alas and well awap 
all 


— men ry mmm ds eg 
oz goddes loue/chele anewe requeſt 
Take good / and let mp body go 
Aap than quod ſ he/ A ſhe we vs boche two 
Foz though that J be foule/olde and pooze 
Juli nat fo; all che metall and the oze 
That vader the lycth/outher aboue 
But ik I thy wpfe were / and cke thy loue 


My loue quod he/nap but my dampngcion 
be 


Alas that cuer/ any of mp nacion 
So foule (huide cuet d 
But all toʒ nought/the ende is thus þ he 
Conltreyned was/nedes mult he her wcdde 
And take his olde wpfe/ and go to bedde 
Nowe wolde lome men (ayne parauenture 
Fo: my ncgiigencc/ J do no cure 

T 0 tell pouthc ioy and all the arap 

That at fecſt was that uke dap 

To whiche thing (ho:tly/ Jan wet (hall 

{ (ay thcre was no-4teelt/ ne iopt at all 

Thete nas but hcupnes/ and mochel[020we 

F 0: pꝛiucly he webded het by the mo20 we 
Ind all dap attet / hydde him as an owle 

So wo was bim dis wyft loked ſo faule 
Great was the wo Þ the knight had i thought 
whan be was with his wpte a bedde pbzought 
Ve walewech and he turneth to and fro 

His olde wytt lay lympleng euttmo 

And (apd, o dere hul bande benedicite 

Farcth every knight thus with his wyfc as ye 
Js this the lawe ot&png Artours houſe 

Is cucty knight et his lout ſo daugetous 

4 am pour owncloue and exe your wpfe 

{I am(be/ whichec that laued bath pour lyfe 
Jud cettes ptt 4 dyd pou nceucr bnright 

W tare ys thus with me th: titit nyghe 

pe tate lyke a mau had loſte his wyt 

What is mp gylte/foz goddes loue teil me it 
And it (hall be amende d if that Jmap 
Amended quod this knight alas nap nap 

It wpll nat be amended neuer the mo 
Jen ſo lochiy / and ſo olbe alſo 

d cherte comeu of lo lo we a kynde 

That litle woder is though J walow x winde 
Ho wolde god  he/ myn herts wolde bꝛet: 

Is this quod ſ he the cauſe of peur vnreft 


pe quod he / no wonder it is 
Aoweln quod ſ he / I coude amende all this 


It᷑ that me lyũ / oz it be dapes thze 
So well ye might beate pou vnto me 


But foz pe (peken of ſuche gentylneiſe 


Is is dilcended out ofolde rychelle 
That therfoze pe (hull be gentplmen 
Suche arrogaunce/ts nat wozthe an hen 
Loc who is molt vertuous al wape 
PÞ:1up x àppert / and molt entendeth ape 
To do the gentylleſt dedes that he can 
Take him toz the greateſt gentylman 
Cryſt wpll we clayme of him out gentylneſſe 
Nat of our clders/fo2 her olde tycheſſe 
Foꝛ though thep peue vs all her herptage 

F 0: whicye we clapmen to be ofhygh parage 
yet may thep nat bequeth fo; nothynge 

To none of vs/her vertuous lpuinge 

That made hem gentpimen called to be 

Ino bad vs folowe hem in ſuche degte 

well can the wple poet of Flozence 

That hyght Daunte /ſpeke of this ſentence 

Lo in (ucye maner cpine is Dauntes tale 

4 ull (clbe vp tileth by his braunches [male 
þ>;o welle of man / ſoꝛ god of his goobnelle 
Wyll that of him / we clayme out gentplneſle 
X 0: of out eldets may we nothing clayme 
But tempozall thyng / ð may hurte 4 mapme 
Eke tuety wpght/wote this as well as A 
Ffgeatyinelle were planted naturally 

Unto acettapnelynage/downe the lyne 
Pꝛiup and perte/than wpll they neuet fyne 
To do of gentpinclle/ the fapze oftpce 

Thep might do no bylonp oꝛ vyce 

Take ty ze 4 beate it / in to the derkeſt hous 
Bytwir this +the mount of Cancalus 

And let men l hyt the dozes and go thenne 

net wpll the fyze / as fapze lyt ano bzenne 

Is twenty thouſande men might it beholde 
His offtpce natutallp / ape wyll he holde 

Up percll of mp lytt / tyll that it dye 

Hete map pelehowethat gentrye 

Js nat annered to poſſeſſtoun 

uche folke ne dothe her operacioun 

Al wap as dothe the fpze/lo in his kynds 

Foz god it wote men map full ofte fynds 

I lo;zdesg(onne/dv(hame and bylony 

Ind he Þ wyll haut pꝛice ofhis genterp 

X 0; he was bozne of a gentle hous 

And had his elders noble and vertuous 

And nyll hem leite do no gentle dedes 

Ne tolo wen his gentle auncetouts Þ deed is 


The wpfcof Wathes ta” 


He is nat gentze / de he dube be he erls 
Fre vittayng/ dedes mahen a cherie 
o: nys but che tenome 
Ot thyn auncetres / foꝛ het hygh bounte 
whiche is al chang to thy pac(one 
Thy gentpineſſe cometh fro god alone 
Than cometh our very gentyluelle of grace 
It was nothing bequedyn vs with our place 
Thynkethhowe noble as lapthe Ualetius 
Was that cemapne Tullius Moſtilius 
out of pouert role/ tohygh noblelle 

eth Menue and tedeth eas Bocce 
ThyecreChull yt ſe expꝛeſſe that no deo 13 
That he is gentle / that dothe gentle de dis 
310 therfoze leur hulbande thus J conclude 
Mert it that myn auncettes were ruve 
yet may the hye god and ſo hope { 
Grcaunt ine grace to lyue vertuoully 
Than am J gentle/ whan J begyane 
To lyue vertuouſ lp and do away lyune 
Ino there as ye of pouerte nic ecpyeue 
That hy god/ on whom holy wc belcus 
Ji wyltull pouerte cheſe to lede his ly. 
Jus certes eue cy man. mapdcii oa wpte 
Way vin de / chat Jeſus heuen kyng 
At wol chefr a vyctous ſyuyng 
Glad poucrt/ts a full honeſt thyng cectayne 
This woll Ser.ck/ à other alerkeslapine 
Who ſo that hol deth hun payde ofhis poucrt 
J holde him ryche and he had nat alhcrt 
He that coueteth he is a full pooze Wight 
Fo: he wolde haue / p is nat in his ungut 
But he that nought hath necpueteti to haue 
Js tyche / all though yc holde hin but a knaue 
Uety pouette is ſlynne p:operlp 
Juuenall ſpeketh the tot full meryly ' 
The pooꝛe man/whai he goth by the wap 
Byfoze the theues he map ſyngt and plap 
Poucrt is hatefull good/and as IJgelle 
A full great bꝛinget out of bulynelle 
I great amender che of (apicnce 
To him that taketh it in pacicnce 
Pouerte is this / all though it ſeme clenge 
Poſleſlion 8 noman wolde gladly chalenge 
Poucrtc full ofte whan a man is lo we 
Makcthhis god and eke humſelte toknowe 
ouette alpectakle is as thyubeth ure 
Tho:owe whiche he may his very frendesle 
And thertoꝛt ſit ſythe therin ye be greued 
If my pourrt/ let me nomoze be repzeued 


Hope es ot eide ys tep ue ms 


nd cxxf 2(p2/though none auap;ute 
Wweret' — — 
Sap e that men l hulot an olve wight Fauour 
And leped fader/fo; thei gentylacile 
4av auctours (ball 5 fyndeas J geffe 


Hope there (as pe (ap) I amfoulc and olde 


Than dzede pt nat to be made cokolde 

Fo: fylche eide and foule (0 mote I the 

Ben great wardepns bpon chaſtyte 

But nathelelle ſoch J knowe pour delpte 
Ichall fulfy1l pout wo;dly apperpte 
Chelenow quod ſ he one of thele thinges twep 
To hauc me old? and foulc tpll that I dep 
And be to pou atrewe humble wpfe 

And ncucr you oulplcale in ail my lyf; 


. Daels/ yel hall haue me yonge and fcy;e 


And take your auentiure of the repey:e 
That to your houlc [Yall be bycauſe of me 
O in lome other place may well be 

Nobo chole whettzer that vt lykerh 

This knight auyſethhj hym anbiu ct 

But at the laſl he ſayd in this mancre 

My lady my leut and 11” wyfe lo dete 

J put me Fully m your wyſe govuernaunce 
Cheſe it pour ſeiſe whicy may be mo: D 
And moſt honout to pou and to mc 

J do no fozce/the whect;er of the two 

But as you lyketh it ſuttyſetu tome 

Than baute gote of pou d ma¹¹,u a0” | by 
Syn 5 map chelc + gourrne you 35 1115 10 
pe ccrtes wytt quod he 4 hokoe it fot ttt en 
Ayſſe me quod he we de no enger 
Fo; bp iy ttoutht Jwyll to pou vc volt 
That is tolay bothe fay;e4 eve good 

FJ p:ay te god that f muſtReriuc wood 
But I to you be allo good and ewe 

Fs cucr was wyfc Un wende was now 
And but Fbctomo:owe as tap Kto (cc 
As any lady /cmp:elle o: quenc 

Chat is bet wpr the Eft and che wen 
Dothe with my lyfe and dethe as pou lyk 
And (o they lepte tyll it was moz;owe grap 
And than ht ſard whan if was day 

Caſt vp the curtapne lose hotwve it is 

Ind whan thc knight (awe veraly all this 
Tizat(heſofav:e was and ſo yonge chetto 
Foz top he hent het in his atmes two 

His herte was bathed in a bathe of blyſfe 
A choulande tymes atowe he gan het kyle 


CHere endeth the wykeof Bathes 
- trale/andherevegpineth the 
Fretes pꝛologe. 


Dis noble lymytout / this woꝛthy frere 
De made al way a maner louryng cherte 
A pon the ſomnout but fo: honeſte 
No vylayns woade/as pet to him ſpahe he 
But at laſt de ſayd bnto the wyfe 
Nowe dame 4 — ryght good 
t haut here touched/all(omote'J the (lyfe 
ſcole mattt a full great d 
pe daus (ayd moche thyng tight well J (ay, 
But dame here as pe cyden by the way 
Vs nepeth nat to (peke but of game 
And let auctazires on name 
To p:echprigiandto of clergys 
Jad if it ly he vacs this companys 


Tye Frercs p1ologe- 


I wpll pou ora tell a 

Pards pe mowe well kno wen by the riame 
That of a (ompyour may no good be (aybe 
Imap chat none et you be pucll apapde 
I (0mpaour is a xeuneec vp and downs 
with maundemences/fo; foznycacioun 
Ind is pete at euer to wnes ende 
ä — — n 
And cuttoys / as a man of pour altate 
In company we wyll daue no dedate 
Telleth pour taie / and let the ſomnourbs 
Nap ꝙ the ſompnout let him ſaꝝy by me 
what lo hym ly / whan it cometh to my lotc 
By god Iſhalli him quyte every grote 

hall him teil whiche a great honour 
t is to be a flatering lymytout 

And of manp another manet cryme 
Whiche nedeth nat to reherce at this tyme 
And his offyce I hall him teil pwys 
Our hoſte anſ werde / peace nomoze et this 
And after this he ſayd bneo the frere 
Tell fozth your tale / myn owne maiſtex ders. 


endeth the Freres pzologe/ 
Ce — 


his tale. 8 
— 


ww; 


d 


WW . 


„ 
— 
» 


The Freres tale. 


{Wb - dep yp gt degre 
——— dyd well execucion 

Ja punyChpnge offo;npcaczon 
Ot wpcyeccaſts/(nd eke of baud:pe 
Of opa ou and (uoucrye 
Ofciy:che teues / and of teftamentes - 
Ofconcracte/and of lake oflacrementes 
Ok vlurye/and ene of ſymoupe alſo 
But certes/lechours dpd he greateſt wo 
They l hulde (pngen/of that thep were hent 
Ind (male tythets alſo / were oule ſ heut 
If any petſoue wolde vpon hem playne 
The te init alterte no pecunp all papne 
F 0: (male tythes / ano (male —— 
He made the people full pytoulſ ly tolynge 
#0: 02 the bylſhop caught han with his yoke 
Chey were in the archebckenes boke 
No than had ye thwugh his iut u diction 
Power of hem to do full co2rection 
pe had a ſompnout redy to his hande 
I (lygher bop / was none un Englande 
Fo; ſotyu he had his «lpyaplc 
That taught him where he myght auayle 
He coudebpare of lechouts one oꝛ two 
To teche hum to fourc and twenty mo 
Fo: though þ ſompuout wode werte as an hare 
To tell his harlotrpe I wpll nat ſpate 
Joꝛ wy be out of his cozrection 
Tyep haue of vs no wrcu diction 
Ne nauer ſ hall / terme ot᷑ all het lyues 
Petet ſo be women of the ſtpues 
Quod the (ompnour/ put ot ↄt out cut: 
Ptacc with muchaunce i with mylauentute 
Sapd our hooQ/3 let him tell his tale 
Nowe tell fozthe though the lompnout gale 
Ne lpateth nat / myn owne mapſtet dete 
This fal(c thete the lompnout quod the frere 
Had al wap ted / dawdes to his hande 
As anp hauke / is to the lure in England 
That tol de him ali the ſecte that thep ne we 
Fozhcr acqueyntaùce / was nat comen of ne we 
Thep were all his appꝛouers pꝛiueip 
He tote humſeiſe a great pzofpte therby 
His mapſtet knewe nat al way what he wan 
Withouten ingundententes/a le wde man 
Ye toude ſomipne / on papne of cteſtes cuts 
And they were glad / fv; to ſyllen bis puts 
And make him great fcettes at the nale 
And cight as Judas had putſes (male 


ag ia my colitrse And wa 


tight luche a chete was he 
Diem iter dach bur yalfr his duce 

He w „/, Jlhall eue him bis laude 

I th ea $ompaour/and ce a baude 

He ad tate wenches at his tetenu 

Tyat whethet / that ſyꝛ Aobett 0;(y; Bus 
£2 Jacke 02 Rafe o phoſs chat it were 
That lay by hem tujcy tolbe him in his tt 
Thus were the wenches and he of one allen 
And he woloc fet a fapned maundement 
And lompnt hem to the chapyttet bothe two 
And pyll che man/and let the wenche a 
Than wolde he (ay frende/ I ( hall fo; th (ak: 
Do ſtryke the out ot᷑ out letters blake 

The date no moe as in this cale trau 

J am chy frende/there I map the ala: 


, Cxreayne he nc we of biibouts manr 1:9 


Than pollpbleis to teil in peres tuo 
Fo: inthis wonde nys dogge fo: the bows 
That can an hutte dete com an hole 6090 £1 
Bettet tha thisl ompnourt anew all, !: 
©: auoautrert oz cis any Baramout 
Aid fo: chat was the frute of all 615 rc: 
Thettoste on it de {ct all his enten 
Jo ſo befyli that ones vpon a day 
This (ompnour was cuer wartreng -: 
Foꝛ to lompne an olde wytr ate 
Jaynyng a caulc tor he wolde haut a 5 
It happed / that ht la we beto: uc re 24 
Jg peman vader afo:e!t(yor 
Joo te bare 4Aarowes b:ugyt any +: 
Ve had vpon him a courtpye 97 gt clit 
$7 yat vpon his hecd with Nrymges 5 ak; 
Sy: quod the (ompnour taplc + well 11.35% 
Welcome quod be and eucry good itlawe 
Wwyhpder rydelt p vader this arence wode! | 1 
Hyd this poman wolt chou torts to day 
Tois lompnout ant werde and (ard nay 
Hete taſt by quod he is mene cutent 
To tyden to: to rayle vp all che ten: 
That longetq nowe to mploꝛdes ducte 
Atte thou than a bayily pc quod de 
He ac ducſt toꝛ vclony and thame 
Day that he was a ſomp nout fo: the nam 
Deperdeut quod this peiman dete dꝛochet 
Thou arte à baplp/ and Nan another 
am vakno wen nome ina this countre 
Ot thyne acquayntaunce/fhan I p:ay the 
Ind cke of bactherhed if that thou lit 
baue golds and (yluer in my chyRt 

R. i. 


— bro wm ns 4 A „ 4086 


The Fre: es tat. 


fthatchehappeth to come in out (hy 
(hall betypne/right as ou wyitt deſpze 
tame tcp quod this ſompnout / by my fapty 
Eucrychun others hande/ dis trouthe he laytiz 
oz to be (wozne bzethcrae1/tylil iey dep 
In dalpaunce they cyde fozthe andplep 
This ſompuout /whiche was tull of tangecles 
Is full of venym ben theſt wery hanglics 
And cutt enqup2zing/vpon cucry thyug 
B;other qꝙ he / where is nowe pour bwcllyng 
Anathet day/if chat I (yall youlecye 
This yoman hun ani weede with lofte (peche 
Bo thet quod he ct in the nozth countre 
Where as 4 hope ſomtyme I hall che ſe 
Ete we depatte / IC hall the io well wpile 
That of mip houſe ne i halt thou neucr mpiTe 
Nowe bzo;yer @ this lompnout I you pzap 
Teche me whylcs we ryben by the wap 
Spn that pc bt a bayly and ſo am 
Some lubtylte / and telleth me fapthfullp 
zu mp oftpcc/howe F map moſt wpnne 
Ind (parctt) nat / tr; conlcience ne lpynne 
But dett bꝛothet tell ic how t do pe 
out bp mp ttouthe dete bꝛothet ſapd he 
4s (yall tell the a fapthfull tale 
Sy wages dt full trapte/and tull (male 
diy loꝛot is hatoc to me and daungerous 
2410 mpnc ouice is full labozous 
And thettoze by exto;crons A tyue 
4 0: (othe/ I take all that men wyll me peue 
F\gatc byliepght'o; by vpolcnce 
4 tom pcrectopeee/ 4 wynne al my dilſpence 
4 can no bettet teil the taythfully 
Nou cettes qcod the (oinpnour (o fare | 
ſpatc nat to takt god it wote 
But it it be tu htuy 03 to hote 
That 4 may get in counſaple pziuelp 7 
No moze conicieuce/of that haue 3 
Nerc mpn cxtoſioun J mpght nat lpuen 
Ne of (uche tapes / wyll I nat beſhziuen 
Srtoimake ne conſciznce knowe I nont 
Fl 2ewe the Chzifte fathers tue tychone 
Well be we met by god and by ſaynt Jame 
But leue bꝛochet / tcil me thy name 
Quod this ſempnout in this meant whyle 
This peman gau. a lytell fo; tolinple 
Vꝛothet quoo ge / wolte thou that J the tell 

ain a ende / np dwellynge is in hell 

d hete Jrpde/aboute mp purchaſyng 

To wyit / it men wyll pee me any thyng 


To purchace/is the effecte of all mp cent 

X oke howe thou rydeſt /fo; all the (ame entent 
To wynne good / thou ceckeſt ut nat howe 
Right lo fare J/fo; tyde wolde J nows 
Unto the woes ende / fo; a pzap 

I quod the (ompuouc/penedicite/ vaat pe (ap 
J wende yt had ben a yoman tte wi 
pe haue a mannes ſ hap / as well as | 
aue pt than / a ſygute determpuate 
In yell/there pe be in your aſtate 
Nay cectapnly quod tze / chete haue we noue 
23 ut whan vs ly eth / we can tabe Vs one 

Oꝛ cls make you weneſwe de hape 
Somtyme lpke a man / + (omtyinelyke an apt 
©: lpke an aungell can J rpde 03 go 

It is no wonder cypng/tyough it be ſo 


,4low(p iogolout / can duſceyue the 


And parde/pet moze crefte can i than he 
why quod the ſomnout tyde pe than o; gent 
In lundꝛy l bap / and nat all wap in one 

X 0; we quod he / wyll vs in (uche fourme wake 
As molt aua le is out pꝛapes to; to tabe 
What inakcth pou to haut all this labous 
Well man a cauſc / lcue ſ y ſompnout 

Sapd this tende but all thyng yath tym 
The day is l hoꝛzie / and it is pailed pzime 

Ano pet nt gate Jnothyng in this day 

$5 wyll em., ot to wpnunpug / it A may 

And nac entends / out wpttes to declate 

4 0; bzother mpne / thy wyttes ben all to bare 
To vaderſtandc/although I tolde hem ths 
But fo: thou alket wh labour we 

Jo; ſomtymt we be goods iuſttumentes 

And mcanes/fo do vis comaundcanentes 
Whan that hem lyil/ vpon his creatures 

Zu dpuets actes and in dyuets fpgures 
Without him / we haue no myght certayns 

It that hem lyſt io ſtanden thett agapne 
And lomtpme at our pꝛapet haue we leue 
Only che bodp/and uat the ſoule to greue 
Wpcneile ot Job/ whome we dyd wo 

And ſoumtyme haue we might on bothe two 
Cubis is to (ap / on (oule and on body che 

And ſomtpme we be lutired toz to ſcuas 
Upon a man / and do yis(oule vnteſt 
Ano nat his bod / and all is fo; the be ſl 
Whan ye with andeth ous temptacion 
tis a came of his(alugcion 
be it / that ac was nat our entent 


ve (hulbe be lati / by goddes jugemend 


The Freres tale. F 


Ind ſomeyme we be (ecuaunt bnto man 

Is to the archebyThop ſapnt Dunſt an 

And to the apoſtle letuaunt ehe was J 

yet tell me quod the ſompnout feythfully 
Pake pe your bobyes in (uche wyte al way 
Okelementes the fende anſ werde nay 
Somtpme we kapnen t ſomtyme we atęle 
with deed bodyes in fele londzy wyle 

31d (peke as reſonable/tayze and well 

s the Phytonyſſe byd to Samucll 

And pet wyll ſome men ſayne it was nat he 
do nofoꝛce of pour dpuinyte 

But o thyng warne Ithe | wyll nat tape 
Thou wolte wete algates/yo ve we be lhape 
Thoulhaltherc atterwarde mp b:other dete 
Come whcre/it nedech nat of me to lete 

Fo: thout halt by thync owne erperience 
Conne in the chap:e rede of this tentence 
Better than Uy:gile/ whyle he was on lyie 
O: Daunte allo/nowe let Vs ryde belyuc 

fo; J wyll holoc company with the 

Cyll it be ſo that thou folake inc 

Nap quod the lompnout that (hall nat bet, dc 
Jama yeman that knowen am tuli wyde 

My trouthe wyll J holde to p as ui this caas 
1 0; though thou were the dyueli Hathanas 
y trouthc wpll Þ holde/to the my b:othes 
Is TJ am(wo2ne/ano cche ot vs tyll other 

oz to betrewe bother in this cate 

Ano bothe we gone aboutc our purchale 

Takc thou thy parte/of that men wyll the yeue 
And f(hallmpne thus may we bothe lyue 
Ind it chat any of vs haut ne than other 
Let hun bc trewe/ and parte with his b:other 
gtaunte quoo the dyuell by mp kap 

3:0 with Þ woꝛde thep ryden fozth her wap 
Ind right at an entze ofa townes ende 

To whiche plompnour {hope him fo: to wede 
They (awe acarte/that charged was with hey 
Whiche that a carter dꝛote foꝛch iu the wey 
Depe was the way koꝛ whiche the carte ſtode 
Thiscarter (mote/tcryde as he were wode 
What hept bꝛock heyt ſcot (pate yc fo: d ſtones 
The fende quod he you tetche dody ano bones 
4s tettoꝛth as euet ye were pfoled 

Do mpklc wo as haue fo you tholed 

The dpuell haue alt bothe hoꝛs catte they 
Quod the ſompnout hcte l hall we haue a pley 
And ucte p fende he dꝛowe as naught ne were 
$ ull pztucty and rownee mn y1's cre 


Herken other Herken by thy fayth 
Herpl! younat howe the carter (ayth 
Tak (tf agone to; he hath peu it the 

129” 4& hp ACALLE afnlb eke his cas the 
N - quod the dyuell god wotencuct adele 
#iisnat his entent truſt me wele 


(ke him leite it tat thou troweſt nat me 5 
Oz cls ſtpnte a whyle and thouc halt ic if 
Cuts carter thacked his hoe on 5 croupe bs 


$110 they begonac to L;awe +rofſtoupe 
{)aytenowe phe that felucrylt poublciie 
And all his handy wozke bothe more lee 
T4yat was well ptwight myn owne [yard bog 
$4 p:4y god tolaue the and taynt Loe 
Noc is mp carte out of the (lougy paroe 
Lo bꝛothet quod the tende what tolve 7 110 
Ire mmay rele mpn owrie dete bot ict 

Jo Cyo:lelpake Ofhing/ Fr ought 40! 
Let bs go forte dboute ouTvrage 

cre wonne { nothyng vp91 this c47 

wh in p they comen (om what out of : 

This lompnout tohis brother g 1 

1;o0thcr quod he here woncth 41 o! 

Chat had alinolt as lefe tolete ne: 

I Fto;topeue a peny of het good 

{ wyll ya. twelk pens though 

O: $ w/'lltoinone yer vnto our 077 


$10 pec god wote of her ÞT know; 
But to- tyou cantt nat as 1 79115 =. | 
Wwynmie toy colt take here entail. - | 


Tyistlompnout clapped at then ＋ 
Come out he land tyou olde ver: 
Atto thou haftiome p:ceſt 0: 7755 
who knocketh (aid this wrote bene cit 
Sod (due youly: whatis yourtweircny il 
hau quod the foinpnour of tHe ade 
pon payne of curtynge loke that toy vg 
T 01n0;0we befozncthe Atchedtsens 5 16 
Co ail were to the courte of certaying thong 
(20wclo:dequodl( be Felu cryſt Gout seng 
D0 wylely helpe me as e 
4 hyauc belicke and chat rull many a day 
4 May natgototerre quodl yene roy 
But Fbedeed (0p:ucket!) it im imy (vor 
Bay fnatcatkeatybell tirlomprouc 
Þ 10 41 were there by my proctont 
Suche thyng/ as men woll apo! ence 
ves quod the fompnout par anone let te 
T wclue pens tome and | wvil the quite 
&{ yl nop:ofytc yauetherby but tyre 

A. 11, 


* 


My hath the pzofpte and nat J 
Come ol and let me tyde haſtely 

peue me twelue pens/fo; I may no lenget tary 
Cuelue pens quod ſ he ia lady ſaint Mat 
Do wplely belpe me out of care and (ynne 
This wpde woꝛlde / though J (Hulde it wynne 
At haue Jnattwelue pens: within inp holde 
pe knowe well / that J am poo2e and old: 
Aptht pour almes on ine pooꝛc welche 

Nap than quod he the foulc kende me tetche 
It I the excuſc thoug thou ſhuldt ſt be (pple 
Alas quod (he god wote J ai nat in p gylt 
ap me quod he oꝛ by (wete (aint Inne 
wyll anone beate away thy ne we panng 
Fo: dette whiche thou oweſt me of olde 
Whan p thou madeſt thyn hul bande cokolde 
IJ papde at home to: thy cozrection 

Thou lyeſt quod ſ he by my lauacion 

At was I ncuct oꝛ nowe wydowe ne wpfe 
Sompned vnto pour court iu all mp lpte 
Acneucr I was but of mp body trewe 
Ants the dpucll blacke t rough of hcws 
yeue J thp bodp and cke my panne allo 

And whan the dyucll hetde het ctule (o 
Apon het knees he Lapd in this mancre 

1290 we Aabpll mpn owne moder dete 

Is this your wpll in erneſt as ye ſey 

The dyucll quod ſhe fet him oꝛ he dep 

And panuc aud all but he wvil him repent 
Nap olde [tot that is nat mpne entent 
Quod the ſompnout to; to repent me 

Fo: any thyng that | hauc had of the 

{4 wolde f yao thy(mocke + cucry clothe 
No we bꝛotict quod the dpucll be nat wꝛothe 
Ty body and this panne/ is mn by right 
Tyou ſhall with me to hell pet tonight 
Wycre thou ſ halt knowe of our pziupte 
Moꝛt than a maiſtet of dpuinpte 

And with that woꝛde p foulg fende him hent 
Bod and ſ(oulc he with the dpuell went 
Where Þ theſe ſompnouts haue het hetptage 
Aud god that made aftet his ymage 
Mankyade (aue and gyde vs all and ſome 
And leue that ſompnouts good men become 
Loꝛdinges / I coude tell you quod the frere 
Had I vad lcaue ot᷑ this ſompnout here 
Iftcr the text of Ctyſt oule and John 
And ot out other doctouts manp on 

Suche paynes as pour hertes might agryſe 


1 All be it lo. ttt no tonge map deupic 


The Sompnours pꝛologe.- 


Though Þ J might athouſande wyntet tell 
Che papnes of that curſed youle of hell 
But foz to kepe vs (ro that curſed place 
wakecth and pzayeth/ Jeu of his grace 
So kept vs tro the temptout Sathanas 
Hetkeneth this wozde/ beware as in this caas 
Thclyow1(ptteth in his awapte al wap 

T ollce the innocent it that he map 

Diſpole ye your hetics/ ayt to withſtarde 
The fende that wpll make pou chꝛall 4 bonde 
He may nat tempte pou ouer pour might 

Fo: Cry(t wpll be pour champpon 4 knight 
Ind pap that the lompnout hun cepent 

Ok his mildedes oz that the dpucil him hent, 


Chete endeth (he freres tale / 


a and here begynneth the 


Sompnouts 


pꝛologe. 
_ 


His lompnout in his ſMtirop high ſtode 
Upon this frere/his hett was lo wode 
(T zac ipke qu alpyn lete he quoke foz pz 
L. 02binges quod he o thynge J deſpze 
{I you baſecht ot pour cuttatye 
Sythe yc haue hetde this falle ftete lyt 
As lunteth me J map inp tale tell 
This trete boſteth that he kno weth hell 
Ano god wote that is lytell wonder 
Frercs and fendes ben but lytell alundes 
X02 parde/pchaugvfie tyme herde tell 
Howe that aftcte/rauyiſhcd was to hell 
Jalpy2icc ones by a vy(toun 
And as an aungecll/ lebdehim vp x doun 
Tolqgewe hun the toutmentes P were theres 
In all the place/neſawehenat a frere 
Ot othcr folke he (a we pnowe in wo 
Unto this aungell/(pake this fcete cho 
Ao we ly quoo t haue fretes (uche a graces 
That none ot hem ( hall come in this place 
pcs quod the aungell many a myllyoun 
Ando vato Sathanas'helabde him a boun 
And nowe yath SathanasCuche a taple 
Bꝛodat than of a Carike is the laple 
Holoe vp thy tayle thou ſathanas quod he 
She we foꝛth thyn atſe and let the tete ſe 
Wyere is the neſt of freres in this placa 
And ere that a furlonge wap cf (pace 


The $0mpnotes ty 


Right lo as bees (warme out ot᷑ an hyue 
Out of the dpuels arſe/thy gan due 
Twenty thouſande freres on a route 
And thozoughout hell /(warmed all aboute 
Ind came agapne/as faſte as they may gone 
And in to his arſe they crept in eu 
He . agayne his taple/+ lay ſtyl 
This krere / whan he loked had his fyll 
Upon the turmentes ofthis ſoꝛy place 
His ſppꝛite / god reftozed of his grace 
Unto his body agayne/and he awoke 
But natheles/fo; feate yet he quoke 


Ho wa ,vpuds arſe/ ape tn his inprvs yt 
Than , it his herytage of very kyrve i, 
God ſ ut pou all ſaus this curſed frere | 
My -;ologe wyll Jende in this manere, 


C Here endeth the 


pꝛologe /i bete ſolo wet 
bis tale. 2 
== 


Oꝛdingſ ther is in yozkſhire as I geſſ⸗ 
Ametſh coũtte / pᷣ called is Holderneſſe 

In whiche there went a lymytour aboute 
To pꝛeche i che tv begge it is no doute 
And lo betyll / chat on a dap this ftece 
Had pzeched in a churche / in his mancre 
And lpectally / aboucn tuety thyng 
Excyted he the pt ople / in his — 
To g/ano to yeue fo: goddes(ake 
Wherwtth men mpght/holp houſes make 
There as dcupnel(eruyce is honoured 
Nat there it is waſted and deuouted 
At there it nedeth nat/to be peuen 
Js to po gſlioners that nowe lyuen 
Thanked be god in wele and abundaunce 


Ttentals ſayd he delvueren from peri 4tincs 
Het frendes ſoules as well olde 4s feng 
yt 'whan they be (o haſtely ytonge 

Nat ko: to holde a p:eſt toly and gay 


He ſyngeth nat but o malle on a day | 
clyutteth out anone quod be the Loules | 
Full yarde it is with fleſh Hoke and oules | 


To ben Jclawed/o; to bzenne 0: babe 
No dee ſpede you baſtciy to: Ctydes lake 
And whan this tete bad (44d all his entent 
With qui cum patre/fozth his way he Went 
wha folke in Þ chp;che bad yeue what tern 16? 
He went his way no lengat wel de be ted 
Withltztyppe and typped tatfe ytuched hyg 
Ju cucry houle/he gan to poꝛe _ P2yC 

au. 


— 


___- Bacon oz befke/oz ſuche 


———— » . 
I . . , — , 


The Sompaours tale. 
Vndbegge ud oz che ts coꝛns And ſayd a ſermon / to my lewde wee 
Dis fclowe had a afkc/yeypped with eme Aat after the plavne texte o holy way 
A pepe oftadies ofcienc puozy = Joꝛ it is harde to pou as Jluppole 
And apoyntali ypoiyſſhed ſctouſ ly Ind therfoze/tell I pou all the gloſs | 
And w;ote the names alway! as he ode Glolyng is a full gloztoule tyyng cettayne 
Of all the folke/that paft him any good Io lettet ſ leetꝶꝭ / as we cletues ſayne 
Ilkaunce ithathe wolde fo; hem pzcp «Thycre haue I taught hem to be charitable 
yeue vs a buſſhell whete malte 02 rep And lpeude her good/there it is relonable 
I goddcs nychell oz a cryp ofcheſe And thcre Jlawe our dame / where is ſ he 
On cls what youlyft! I map nat cheſe ponder in the perde / J trows that I be de 
A goddes halftepeny / oꝛ amalle peny Hapd this man / and che wyll come anon 
Oꝛʒytue vs ot pour bꝛaun / it pe haut anp Eye mapſtet welcome be pt by ſapnt Johfi 
A dagon of pout blanket let dame Sapd chis wyfe howe farc pe hertelp 
— here I wzite pour name This frere aryſeth vp full courtopl1y 


as pe fpnde 
A fturdp herlot went him aye dehynde 
That was het oſte and cut he bare à ſackt 


And what men pate hym / layde it on his backe 


And whan he out at doze anone 

De planed awap the names euety chone 
That he beo me had w2itte in his tables 

He ſetued hem with nytles and with tables 
Nap/ there thou lyeſt Sompnout ꝙ the ftete 
Peace quod out hoi fo cryltes mother dere 


Tell fo:the thy tale and ſpaxe it nat at all 


Sy thiuc J quod the ſompnout / ſo Il hall 
longe he went from doult to houle tyll he 
Came to an houſe thcte he was wont to be 
lacfrciſhcd moꝛt than in an hundꝛed placis 
Dicke lay the good man whole the place is 


Bedꝛed vpon a couche lowe he lay 


Deus hic quod he O Thomas good dap 

Sayd this frere/curteplly and ſoſte 

Thomas quod he god pelde it pou tull ofte 
haue on this denche pfatt full wele 

tete haue I eaten many amerp mele 

And fro the benche he dꝛott awap the catte 

And layde adowne his potent and his hatte 

And cke his(krippe/+ ſet hym ſoltt a do wne 

— tio we was go walked in to the to wne 
o:the with his knaue/in to that holterpe 

Where as He Chope hym that nyght to lye 

O dere mapſtet (ayd he this (icke man 

Howe haue pe laten ſyn Matche began 

JI [awe pou nat / this fourtenyght ue moe 

God wote quod he labouted haus J full (oze 

Ind ſpecpally fo; thy ſaluacion 

Haue I ſayd manp a pzectouſe oꝛiſon 

And fo; our other frendes god hem bleſſe 

I haue this dap be at your chp;che at meſſe 


And her enbzalcth/in his armes narowe 
And byllcth her lwete i chy;keth as alparowe 
with his lyppes: Dame quod he tight wele 
Is he that is pour ſetuaunt cuetp dele 
Thanked be god ß pat pou ſoule and lyfe 
et ſawe J uat s ba ſo tayze a wpfe 
* all the church ſo god ſaue me 
yt go nde (It tautes ſy quod ſ ye 
Algates Welcome pe be by ip fap 
Gramiercy dame that haue J founde al wap 
But of pout great goodnelle/ by pour leue 
wolde pzay pou that pe pou nat greue 
wyll with Thomas ſpckc a lytell thzowe 
Theie Cutatouts ben full necligent 4(lowe 
To gropen tenderly a mannes concience 
In lhzifte + in pꝛeching is my byligeuce 
And ſtudp on Petets wozdes and Poulcs 
{4 walke/ x fyll he cryſten mennes loules 
To pelde Jelu cryſt his pꝛopet tent 
To lpꝛede his woꝛdtes is all myn entent 
Ao we by your lcaue dete ſyꝛ quod ſ he 
hydeth him well / foz (aynt charyte 
e is apt àugty as is a pyllempꝛe 
Though that he haue / all that he can deſy;e 
Though ) hym wzyc/and mae hum watine 
Ind ouet hym lap my legge + inyne acme 
He gtoneth lyke our boze/lycth in our ſty 
Other dilpoꝛte of hym right none haue 1 
I map nat pleaſe hym in no maner caas 
© Thomas/te vous dy Thoinas Thomas 
Thts makcch the fende / this mult be amended 
Ire is athynge/that hygh god oftcnded 
ad therof wyll J(poke a woꝛde 03 two 
Nowe mapſter quod the wyfe oz that J go 
What wyll ye dyne / J wyll go there aboute 
No we dame quod he ie vous dy ſauns doute 


Haus I nought of a capon but the lyuet 
Ind of your whyte bꝛeco but al hpuer 
Ano after that / a coſted pygges heed 
But J ne wolde foz me p no beeſt were deed 
Than had A with you holy (ulty{aunce 
Jam a man of lytell ſuſtenaunce 
My lpptite hach his folterpng in the byble 
My body is ape (o redp and io — 
To wake / that my body is full diltcopcy 
JI p2ap pou dame that pe be nat annoyed 
Though | pou mp countaple io tcendip ſhews 
By god J uolde haue tolde it but a keroe 
And iyʒ quod (he / but o woꝛde oꝛ 190 
My chylde is deed within this woes two 
Sone aftcc that pe went out ofthis town 
His dethelawe { by reuclacioun 
Sapd this frere/ qt home in our doztout 
Jbate well ſap 5 within halte an your 
Ifter his dethe 4 lawe hun boꝛc to blys 
Jnmy vy(ioun/to god mp (oulc wys 

o opd out lexten and our fermerere 
That haue be tte we treres this tytty pete 
They map nowe god be thanked of his lone 
Makcn het iubple and walken all alone 
Jad vp I toſe and all out couent cke 
Wich maup a tete ttylluig on our cycke 
Withouten nople aud clateryng of belles 
Te deum was our ſonge and nothyng cls 
Done afcer to Ctyſt I bad an holy oꝛuſoun 
Thankynge him ol my good revelacioun 
Fo; (ir and dams/truſteth me tyght well 
Dur oziſouns ben moꝛc etteetuell 
And moe we le ot Ctyſtes ſectet thynges 
Than bozcll people all be thy kynges 
We lput in pouette and in abſtynence 
Ind bozcll tolke in ryches and dilpence 
Of meate and dzunke and in foule delyie 
We haue the woꝛldes lull all in dupyte 
Lazac and Diues lyueden tull dyue ti ly 
Ind dyuers guetdonc had they therby 
Whs to wpll pꝛape mul faſte and be clene 
And fatce his (oule/ and make his body lene 
We fare as layth the apolMic/clothe and tode 


The clenne ile and the tallyug of vs kreres 
Waketh that C.rylt/crceptety our ptayeres 
Lo Poples/tourtp dapes and.tl.nyght 
Iaſteo oz that god full of his mpghc 
Spake with bim in the mount Synap 
Wich empty woinbe/failpng wan a day 


The Soinpnours tal 


ſeth vs though they be nat full good 


Thete c d he the lawe / that was wzttten 
Withg' .- pnger/ and Help weil pe wetten 
Jan the 40unt Ozeb oz he had any ipiche 

Witt zigh god chat is aut lp ues leche 

e utco longe and was in contemplaunce 

4. on that had the templie in gouctnauce 

4.10 cke the other pꝛeeſtes eucry (youre 

41 to the tempte-whan togcy (halbe gone 

To p:aycnto: the people and tolitulle 

Chcy nolde damke in no mant wide 

No 0:inke/that might bein dont maze 

But there in abltpnence to pia and wake 
Leit that they deyden take ede what TJ (ap 
But they be lobet that to: the people pꝛap 
wate that J lap fog it yno we (uftptcrt 

Out lorde cdu as holy wut deupler!} 

yatc vs c:Maumple of talktpnagt + paris 


i hettoie we medprarites we ily teres 


Ben wedded LO POUCTTE 4 tO conte nente 
To chatyte humblcncilc and ablitync: 
& 0 periccucion to fucly tigen rte 
To wepprg mplesicosde aid to fn! 
Jad thertoze mo we Fete that ove pe 
4 (pcke of vs menopudlnt we freres 

Be to the hygh god mon aldept al 
Than pouts with pour fecitcs at 
Ito paradyic figlt it Fihallnat!: * 

Was man out chated ro; his giets 74 
Ind chaſt was man n patadric i. 

But hetsen now Thomas une 

J haue notette ou as I luppct: 

But 4 f/nde atuaner thynge of 4.310 6 
That ſpectally ourtwete lende 45 4s 
Spakc this by trexes what licts s 
Bleiled be they that pooe ity 7 ii br, 
And lo tothe all the gotpiil mo we rg ii hy 
Whether it be lyket to out p:oteti io 
Oberes that WYUme! 4 ponts 
Iyt on bet pompe and bet glotons e 

Ind othet lewdnellc J hem derpe ! 


We thpiuketh thep belpsc co gommarny 
. 4414$4 whale and walsc lybc alway ; 
/ Ill vynolcnt as a dotcll in the (pence ; 


Det payer is of tull lytctl reucrengs 

\wha1 they fo:toulcs lay Þ pialme of Dauid 
Lo buſte they lay: Co: meum cructaull 

who tolowcth cryites gocpcll and bis 10:8 
But we that humbie be chat and po;5 
Workers of godocs wordes + nat auditours 
Thettoze right as an hauke vpon his toute 
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1 The Somnpnonrs tale. 
in to the ap3e/ ſo | within thy houſeſne be thou no lpoum 
— rb ed To thp lubiectes / do thou none opp;eſſioun 

Maden hem (ow}s/to goddes cres (wo Ne make chyne acquayntaunce nat to dle 
{Thomas Thomas/ſo mote I ryde 03 go And Thomas yet efte (ones warne I the 
And by that iozde'Þ cleped was ſaint que Beware of het / that in thy doſome l lepeth 
At thou our both c were (huldeR þ nat thziwve ware to: the ſetpent / that ſoſ lily crepeth 
Foz in out chapytte pꝛap we dap + nygdht Under the grafle/x ſtyngeth full \ubtellp 
To C ry@/tofende the dothe heith x my gh Beware mp ſonmc / and yerken pacientiy 
Thp body fo; to welden full yaſtcly That twety thouldde men / haut loft het lyues 
God wote quod he nothing therot tie J Fo; ſityuyng with her lẽmans / ⁊ her wpues 
Is helpe me god as mm fee yeres Nowelpyth pe hauc/ſo holy a mene w 
Haue I ſpended ea many dyuets freres What nedcth you Thomas to make ſttyft 
Full many a pound c yet fare I nenerthe bet CTyhcte ns pws no ſerpent ſo cructl 
Certayne my good haue I /atmoſt deſet wha a man tredeth vpo his tayleine halt ſo fell 
Farwell my golde toꝛ it is all ago Is a woman is whanl he hath caught an pꝛe 
The krete a werd O Thomas doeſt thou ſo Ucry vengeaunce is than all her del pe 
What nedeth che /dyvers treres fo; to leche Ite is a ſyune onc of the greateſt ot ſeuen 
What nedcthhym/that hath a perfptc leche " Ind full abhompnable/to p kinge ofheucn 
To lechen other leches in tye towne | And to him ſelte / it is a diſtruction 


your mconſtaunce is your confulpoun 

Holde ye than me and ede all our couent 

Do pꝛap fo; you be nat ſuſtycient > 
Tbomas chat tape is nat worth a myte 

Pour malsoy is to we haut to byte 

J pcuc that consent tout 4 tc went (rotes 

Ind yeut that couent hate a quarter otes 

And peue that frere a penp and let him go 
Nap nay Thomas/it may nothyng de ſo 
What is a terthyng wozth parted on twelue 
Lo cche thyng that is oned in him leiue 
Is moꝛe [tronge/than whan it is(catcred 
Thomas ot mt thou ( halt nat be flateted 
Tyou woldeſt haue our labout an fo; nought 
Tyc high god ß all this woꝛlde hath wzougyt 
Dapyth/P the wozkman is wozthy his bye 
Thomas of pour tteſoꝰ nought wpil J de(y:e 
Is fo: myſeſite but that all our couent 

To pꝛar toꝛ you be ape ſo dplygent 
And fo; to holde bp C tyſtes owne chyꝛche 
Thomas ift wyll lerut fo; to wyiche 

Ot byldingt vpon chyꝛches / mo we pt fynde 
It᷑ it be good en Thomas lyfe ot Inde 


pt lyen hete ul of anger and of pze 


with whichethe dyuen let pour herte on fyꝛt 
And chyden here is Holy anocenc 

pour wyler that is dere ſſo met x ſo pac ient 
And therfoze Thowmas/trowe ime it thou iyi 
Ae ſtryue nat wic thy wyke as ls; the ben 
Aud beve theſe wozdj away / no we by thy fapth 


þ  CToucyynglachethyng:lo what wyſeſayth 


This eucry lewde vycar oz parſon 

C an{ay/howe ire engendꝛeti homycide 
Freinlothe/1s the executour ofpzide 

4 coude ot yꝛe ſay right moche ſoʒzowe 
That mp tale(huldelaſte tyll to mozowe 
And therfoze pzap I god/bothe dap 4nyght 
That to amꝛous mani god (kde lytetl mpght 
It is great harme/andcertes great pyte 

To let an Itous man in hygh degre. 


Hplom there was an Itous poteſtate 
W AZ s layth Senck'Þ during hrs aſtate 

Upon a day/out ryden any two 
Ind as toꝛtunt wlde / that it was (0 
That one ot hem cant home / p̊ othet nought 
Anone the knight!/bokoze the iuge is b2ought 
2 layd thus thou haſt thy telo we (lapne 

02 whiche J denie the / to the deth certapne 

And to another knight cõmaunded 
Golede him co the dethe / J charge 
And happed as they wenteu by the wep 
To warde the place / where he (hulde dep 
The knight cae/ which men wede had be deed 
Than they / n were the beſt veed. 
Toleadehem bothe / to the Juge agayn 
Thep (apden loꝛde / the knight hath nat(layn 
His ſclowe / here he ſtonte hole al 
ye ſ hall be deed quod he / ſo mote i thuue 
This is to (ap/bothe one two and thꝛe 
And to the fyꝛſt knight / tight thus (pakehe 
J dampned the / thou mult algates be deed 
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| The Sompnours tale 
d thou alſo/muſt nedes leſe thyne heed At be no fe 2 an pꝛous man 
F0: thou arte caule/wyp thy telowe depth Ne withn obe man walke by the wap 
Lid to the chyꝛde kuight/right thus ye (cpth Leſt cho! epent I well no ferther (ap 
Thou haſt nat do/thac I co:naunoed the $N93Iwc $$,yomas leue brochet lcaue tyyn ite 
And thus he dyd / do hem ilee all thze, Thou halt me fynde as tult as a (qupere "Il 
Holo nat the dyvels knyfe aye in tho hette 7 i! 
K us Cambpſes / was ecke dzonkelewe DT yy angre dothe the: all to ſoꝛc (merie . 
Jad aye dclpted him to be al yz2ewe HOutlhewetoine all thp contellion 1 
Juto bcipll/ alo:de ot his meyne Nay quod the liche man by (aint Symon 1 | 
Tyat loued well vertuoule ino:alyte haue beCh: ue this dap of mp cutate & | 
Spo ona day bptwir hem lelte right thus haue him toloc all holy myn altace It 
J10:de is loſt if he be aught vycious 4cncdeth nomoze tolpcke of it (apo he [ 
Tete is manp al epe ano mau an exe But it it lyſt ot mpa humplite F 
Iwapting on alozde/ he not nat where ycue me than ot thy good to make our clog tet l 
And ozonkenelle is cke/a foule recazde Dato he to: man a muſkle 4 man ane et i 
OO any man aud namely ot alozbe 1441 other men hauc ben full well at ec | 
x 0; goddes loue dzinkech mo2ctemperatly Haue ben our fode our clopliter fo; tore ie 
wyne maͤketh aman/toleleti wctchpbly 'Þ10 pct god wote viinceth our toundeune:it 1 
His mpnoe and ckehis lpmmes cucrychone Pattoutmeois ne ot our chy;che tall pete tt 
Tycreuctiel halt thou ſe quod he anone TUyCretsSnacatyle within our Woncs 
Jud pzeuc it by tchyn owne crpcrieence By god we 0 we tpkty pounds to: ttoncs 
That wyne ue both to tolkeluche ottence Nowe helpe Thoinas fo: heim P yard wed bel 
Cyete is no wpuc/bcreueth memy night  O:cigmull we our bokes (cli 
Of yande/ottote/ne of mpn cyentight 3110 ik men lacks Our piedicacton 
And to; dulpptc/he dzanke inocye the moze Tyan goth tue wo2lde all to DIUUTUTTLO!? 
4:1 handzed parte than he dpo betoze X02: Whoto wyll tro this woulde bs biiiit 


Ind tight auone/this p20us curied wꝛetche So god mic lauc Tyamas by ron 
Tyis g1igytes lonne let betozne him tetche Le woloc bereue ont of this wo;loe ihe. 100101 
Comaunoed him he guibe betozne him (tande Jo; who can teeclze aud wos ds ur 
Ind (odenly/he toke his bowe iu hande Ind that 1isnat of lyicll inc quod te 

Ind vp the itrynge he pulled to his cre DButlytye Bily was 0: Bripic 

Jud with an acowe hel lough the childe there Yau” treres be thactyiuoe 4 of reco ihe 
Nowe whether haue J alygzet hande oznone An chatgte pthaibed be our lords 

nod he is all mp might an pude agone Nowe Thomas belpe to; (470 chats 
Hatch wyne beteued mempnepenligyt 4:10 down anon velpttethon bis sac 
What (hulde 4 tell' the anlwere of the knight This liche man werenygy wode to! ts 
Dislonne was(lapne/thereisnomo:ctolay De woloe that the trere udo be aty 5 

Beth ware thertoze/ with loꝛdes to; to plap With his kalte Dpilunulacion 


a4. 


Spngeth placebo/and {(hallif Jcan Suche toingesasbenmme pool typo 
But it it be vnto à pooꝛe man od he chacimay Jytuc znonc other | 
Toa pooze man men l hulde his vices tell ypclay methus how. chat amount bother . 
But nat to a loʒde / though he thulde gotohell. pecettes quod the trere (rulteth ime right wels n 

4 coke our dame out letter and outtcie 
Ir O Frus Cy:us/that ylke petcpen 430 we well quod he xtomwhatt hall { prus | 
] Di» diſtroped he the tyuet of Hylen Tito pour holy 4 owuent woapyle | lyuc 14 
X 0: tuat an hole of his was dzeynt ther in And in thy hande thoutbalt it baut dune | 
Wwyan that he went / Babylon toz to wynne On this condicton and otyer nous 
De maoe that the ryuer was (olmall T bat thou Depatte itte my dere bothet 
That men taighttyde and wade ouet all That cucrp krere Have as moche as othet 
Ro what ſapd he that (o well teche can This ſhalt thou [Were ou thy pott iioun 


| 
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The Sompnaours tale. 
without fraude 03 caupllactoun Though J haue had in ſcole that honour 
ſ wet it quod the frere/vpon iy fapth God lyktth nat that taby men vs call 
So therwichall/his hande in his be lapth N outher in (inarkee/ne in your large hall 
Lo hs my fayth/in me ſ hali be no lacke No fo:ce quod he / but tell me all pour grefe 


Chan put thy hade adowne right dy my bach e 
Sapd thes man and grope welt behynde 
Bpneth mp buttoke chete i halt thou fpnde 

I chirg/that I haut hyd in patupte 

I thought this frere/rhati hall go with me 
And do wne his hande he launched to the clifte 
In hope to fynde there [ome good yette 

And whan this ſicte man felte this frere 
Aboute his toweli/ gropyng here and there 
Amyd his hande he let the frere a farte 
Therc is no capull dzawpng ina carte 
That mightizanc let a farte ofluche à loun 
The frere vp ſterte as dothe a wode lyoun 

XI falfe chotzle quod hc fo: cockes bones 

This haſt chou in dilpyte do fo: the noties 
ThouCſhalt abye this farte/if that map 
Vis meyne with that herden (uche arap 
Come lcapmg in and chaled out the trete 
Ind toꝛthe he gott with a full heup chere 
And fet his fclowe there as lay his ſdoze 

He loked as he were a wylde boze 

And grynnech with his teth ſo was he wꝛoth 
A (turdy pace downt to the coutte he goth 
\where as there woneth a man ot great bonout 
o whome that he was alway contellour 
This worthy man was loꝛt ec ot p vplage 
This frere came às he were ina rage 

where as this loꝛde late cating at his bo:be 
Unneth nught the krete pee o wo:Le 

Cyll at laſt he laid god youle 

This loꝛde gan loge and (aid benedicite 
What frere John what mancr wo;lbe 1s this 
ic well (ome thing there eis amys 

yt lokt as though Þ wode were full ot theuys 
Syt downe and tell ine/ what your gieuc is 
And it(hall be amended it I map 

haue quod he had a diſpyte to day 

God yeldt it pou/adowne in your vyllage 
That in this wozlde/therc nys lo pooze a page 
That he nolde haue abyompnacion 

Ok that I haue receyued in the town 

And pet ne greueth mc/ nothing ſo ſoze 

As that the olde chozle/ with his locke s hoze 
Blaſphemed hath / out holy couent ce 
Rowe maiſtet ꝙ the loꝛde J you beſeke 


| No mapſtex ſu quod he but (eruptour 


Spy quod this trete an odtous miſchete 
Cubis dap be tyd is to myuce 0202e and ine 
Juno ſo ger conſequece in eche degte 

Ot holy chutche god amende it lone 

Sit quod the lozoe yt wote what is to Done 
Diſtempet pe nat / ye be my tonteſſout 

yt be the lalte ot the exthe and the(auour 
Fo: goddes lout pout pacience nowe holde 
Tell me pour gsete ano he anone him tolde 
Is pt haue hetoe betone pe wote well what 
The lady ot the houſt aye ſtpll lat 

Tyll he had herde what the trete had lapde 
Eye goddes mothet ꝙ lhe the ble led mapds 


Is thete aught eis tell me taythtuliy 


Madame quod he howe thinke pc therby 
Howe p me thinketh ꝙ he ſo goo melpede 
Jaya choꝛte hath do a chozles beve 

Whatcl hulve J (ay god let him neuer the 
His icke heco is tull ot vanpte 

holde hun in manet ot a franſye 
Madame quod he by god J chall nat lpe 
But I in any upſe map an him awzeke 
JChall dittame hum oucr all where J (peke 
That kalſe blaſphemet whiche pᷣ charged me 
To patte it that wyll nat departed be 

To cucty ylyke moche with mulchaunce 
The loꝛoe tate ſtyll as he were in atraunce 
And in his hette he rolled vp and boun 
Howe that cis chene yatt pmagynacourt 
T ol he we lache i pꝛoblemc to the trere 
Neucrcr(} crenow/ herde J of (uche amatere 
F trowe the dyyell put it in his mynde 

In atimetrik hall there no man tynde 
DHetozne this day / ot luche a queſtion 

Who tc hulde make a demonſtracion 
That eucry man l hulde haue lyke his partc 
Is ofalowns/02 of alauourota tatte 
O nyce pꝛoude cho;le/ I (hzewe his face 
Lo (its quod the lozde/ with harde grace 
Who euer herde of luche a thynge 02nowe 
To cucry man pipke/tcll mehowe 


It is an umpollible / it map nat be 

Eye nyte thoꝛle / god let him neuet the 
The romblynge of a latte / and euety ſoun 
Nys but of ape reuerberactoun 

Ano cuer it waſteth/lyte and lyte away 


Theclerke of Pxeafo;desp je. 


Chereis no man / can dame by mp fap 

Jriepat it were deparced equally 

What io my choꝛle / io yet bo we ( hae woly 

u. ito my conte out / to dap he (pate 

J yoloe im cextapn a demonpake 

Nowe cate your incate / à let the choꝛle go plap 
Let him go hange hymſelfe a dyuell way 
Nowe ſtade the todes (quyes at his bodbe 
Chat carft his meate /i hetoe wozde by woꝛde 
Ok all this thyng ot whiche J haue pou ſayd 
My loꝛde quod he / be pe nat puell apayd 

Fo: I coude tell foʒ a gowne clothe 

To pon ſpz frere/lo pe be nat wꝛothe 

Howe that this farte/( huloe euyn dealed be 

A nonge pour couent ii it lp he liche 

Tell quod the loꝛde thou t Halte haue anon 
I gowne clothe/by goo an bp (aync ohn 
My loꝛde quod he whaii P the weoer is tayzs 
Without wpnde oz pcrtulbying ofapyze 

Let bꝛinge a carte whycle/right in to tis hall 
But lo that it haue his lpokes all 

Twelue (pokes haty a catce wic le comculy 
J1d bzing me than. cui. ces wote ye why 
foꝛ thoztene is à couent as Jgelle 

your confellour hete foz his wozthpnelle 
Syall perfourme vp p nombze of yis couent 
Tyan t hall they knclc downe| by one allent 
J:10 to eucry (pokcs ende/ in this mancte 
Jull ladlip lap his nolel hall a trere 

pour noble coutellout thete god him (aue 
Shall holde his nole / vpzigyt under the naue 
Than chall this chozle/whþ belp tptte 3 (ought 
Js anp tabout hpdet Ic pb2caght 

Ind let him on tye wh tie tight of this catte 
Upon the naue and in me bum let a tate 

J.10 ye (hull le vp parcli ot my lyte 

Vy pꝛefe / whiche that is beimonltratyfe 

That equally the lounde of it Wyll wende 
Ino cke the ynkc / out at the (pokes ende 
Saue that this wo;thy man / pout confeiſour 
Bytaulc he is a man of great yonone 

Sal haue the fyꝛſt fruce as ctalon is 

Tye noble vlage ot ttetes / pet is this 

Tye wozthpelt man of the (yall firſt be ſetued 
Ano certapnly/he hath it well delt tued 

He hath to dap / taught vs ſo moche good 
With pꝛechyng in tue pulpei / chete be o 
That A map vouchel aufe {lay fo; me 

He bad the tue(t (mcll ot farces tyze 

And (0 woloe all his bzetherac hardely 


Hebearc' amſofap;e/and ſo holylp 

Che lo: the lab / ano tche man (aueÞ frers 
Hapd chat Jankyn (pak in this matere 
As w il as Oude oz Piholome 

T 01:.yyng the cho;!es:thep (apd ſubepits 
And yye wyt/made him (peke as be (pane 

He nys no fole ne no demonyake 

And Janayn hath pwonne a newe gowne ,. 
My tale is dene we be almoſt at to mac. 


Chere endeth the @ompnours tale / 
and here foloweth the clerke 
of Orentozdeg 
pꝛologe. 2 


+, + 


It clcrke of Prenfo;de/our hot (275 es 
pt cyde as quop + (tyill/ as both 4 11d, It 
ete ne we lpouled ſyttpng at the do: de 
This dap nt hetde Jof pout tongt a 205: 
Ittowe pe ſtudy about (ome ſophemt 
But Salomon ſapd chat all cheng bath 
£0: goodts (ake/as be of good chte 
It is no tyme nowe to ſtuop here 
Te ell vs ſome mery tate by pour fa” 
X 0: ub t man is entted into apa 
Henedcs mote in to the play alcnte 
But piecqctyu nat/asfreres Do inet 
To makt vs to our oldeiynnes wipe 
Ne that thy tale make vs nat to (lep: 
Teil vslome mcrp thpng of auenturcs 


Pour cerines pour Colours and rour d gutes 


RKepc them in toze/tyll lo be that ye £15) ce 
Higoſtricis whanmentokyngcs wilte 
Spckcth(oplapne/at this teme Þ you pia 
Todt we map vrideritande what ye lar 
©4919 wo;typ cleckc benpgncly an(weroe 
Hoſt quod he I ain vader pour yerde 
pehaveofbs'as now the gouetnaunce 
And therfv2e! I ball do pou obepſauacs 
Is fette as ttatlon aſketh bardcly 

Jwyll you teil a cale/whiche that J 
Tetued at Padowe ofa wo;thy decke 
As p:cued is dphis wordes this werke 
Vt io nowe deco and napled in dis chen 
I pzay to god yeue his loule geod telt 
Itaunces ettatac thc laute at pacte 
Wigbe this clerne/ whole rethozike (wets 


"x Tabyng vir 
+ ThatE 


D iayne/and ſhall we dere 
But kozthe to tall of this wo man 

thus tale / as J began | 
with hbygh ſtyle he endyteth 


¶ Here endeth the clerke of Prentfoz: 
and et Saluccs the cauntre . des pꝛologe /a hete folowety 
| en eee bis tale. 2D 
And ot mount Geſulus in ſpeciall — 


Where chat the po / out of the well (mall „0 


dere is in the well ſyde of Itayie Thus in delpts he lyued / and hath do poze 
Tren rote of Ueſulus Þ colde Beloued and dꝛad / though fauour of foxtune 
| Atafp plapne habudaunt of vitaple Bothe othis lozdes/and ene ofhis comunc 

| where many atowne ⁊ tout /p 


— rm wostolpete ageftpunge 
And many another dplcctable lige beg Lumbardp 
die countte Ifa a and 
eee eee 
dd D Face de gpe 
Saue in 


thpnges/ was to blame 
| — — | 


The clerkes tale of Oxenfo + 


— dym thut / that he conſidered nought 
In tyme comyng / what mpght hym betyde 
But on his luſt pꝛeſent / was all his thought 
As foꝛ to hauke and hunte on euety (pbe 
wellnygh all other cures / let he ll yde 

And tene he nolde and that was woꝛſt of all 
Wedde no wyke / foz ought that my ght pefall 


Onelp that popnt / his people bare ſo ſoꝛe 
«That flokmele on a day they to hym went 

Ind ane of hem that wyſeſt was of loze 

Oels that the loꝛde wolde beſt aſſent 

That he ſhuſde tell hym / what his people ment 
Oels coube heſhewe well ſuche matete 

He to the markes ſapd / as pe ſhull bete 


O noble mackis pour humantte 

Aſfureth vgs / aud yeueth vs hatbineſle 

4s oſte as tyme is ok neceſlite 

Chat we to pou mowe tell our heuinelle 
Accepteth no we loꝛde / ok pour gentylnelle 
That we with pytoushette / vnto you playneg 
And ict pour cares/ nat mp boyce diſoapne 


Al baue J nat to done in this matere 
Moe than another man/hath in this place 
yet fo as moche / as pe my loꝛde ſo dere 
Dauc alwayſhewed me fauout and grace 
I date the better are of you aſpace 

Ot audience / to ſhe we our requeſt 

And pe my loꝛde to do ryght as pou leſt 


Fo cettes loꝛde ſo well vs labeth pou 

Ind all your wozke/4 tuet haut done that we 
Ne coudce nat out ſelte deuiſen howe 

Me mpghtlyuen in mo:efelicite 

Saue o thyng loꝛde / if pour wyll be 

That foꝛ to be a wedded man you ſeſt 

Than were your people in ſoucteyn het reſt 


Bowe yt pour heed vnder the bly(Lull yoke 
Of ſouereynte and nat of (cruice 

Whiche that men clepeti ſpouſaple 02 wedloke 
Ind thynketh lozde among your wittcs wple 
Howe that our dapes paſſen in ſ{ond2y wyſe 
Fo: though we ſlepe 02 wake/re:neo2cyde 

FI ye flperh the tyme it woll no man abyde 


And though your grenepouth floutt / as pet 
4ncrepeth age/as(tyll as any (tone 


And det! Aſſheth age and ſmprs 
In eche .cate / fox there ne eſcaperh none 
And“ ycecteyn/ 86 we k10 we echeone 
Tha weſhull bye and bn1certepn we all 
Ber of the dape/whan dethe (hall on vs fall 


Accepteth than! of va the true entent 
That pet neuet refulcden pour heſte | 
Ind we woll lozde if pe wo'l aſſent 1 
Choſe pou a wytt in (hozt tyme ac leſte 'S 
Bozneof the gentyieſt/ and of the mee 

Of all Jtalp ſo that it ought ſeme 

Donoartogod anbyou as | can deme 


Deſpuet bs out of all this buſy ditbe 

Ind take a wyfe fo; bygh godbes (lake 

Fo: it ſo be it befali / as goo fozbebe 
Thactho:o we your deth pour ehe 
Ind that a ſttaung e ſacceſſout (hub eta 
yout hetytage O wo were Vs 0n [yur 
wherfo:e we pzayp you haltely to wess 


Der mcke paper and het pptcous cher © 
Made the markts gette fo; to taut 
Ppeavo!! quod ge men o ne people rc! 
To that f ncuer er(t (ought conttte! 
J me tetoyſed in mp l-bette 

T tat(elderpme is kunden man 
There J was fte I muſte den 


But netheleſſle Je pour truce ente 
Ind truſte vpon your wpt and baut 03% 4 
wherto:e of my fte wpll/ F wy ll all £230 

To ueddeme aglone ds cuce $1! 
Butthett as ye yauc piofred mi fo Dy 
Tocholcmcawyte Trourclc: 


bat chois I pꝛap pou of that p:ofer (ict 


Fo: god it wot that chold en ofte ben 

Iinlyke her worthpeldets hem bckoge | 
Bounte cometh all of god nat of the Edgy | 
Of whiche they be gendꝛed and yboze | 
Ittuſte in goddes bounte and thertoze 
My mariage and mpnctate and reite FF 
Jbiym betake/he map do as bym leſte | 


Let me alone in choſyng ot my wyke | 
T hat charge vpon my backe J wyll endare | 
But J you pzap and charge vpon pour lyte - Fa 
T hat what wyte that take / pr may alute | þ 
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Thecierkes tale of Oxentoꝛde. 


To worbyp bet / whiles der iyfe may dure Janicols/ men of that tot bymtuail 


— ——__— en. > vo ee eR I doughter had hee / layꝛt pnough tolſpgbt 
ſhe an emperours doughter were And Gre\lildis/ this pong mayden byght 


YAndferrhermoze! this hall yt i wete that ye — Butkoz tolpeke of vertuous beaute 
Apenſt my chois (hall neuer grutche ne ſii us Than was ſhe one / tht fapreſt vader ſonnt 


Fo:(ith Jſhallfo:go my lidette And fullpoozip/pfoſtred vp was (he 

It pour requeſt! as euer mot I tryue No litotous luſt / was thzough ber herte pronne 
dete as mp derte is let! there woll I wyue But oftet of the welle than of the wyn tonne 
Ind but ye well aſſente / in ſuche manere She d2anke/and fo: (he wolde vertue pleaſe 


Ipꝛay pou (pcketh no moꝛe ot this matete She kunt we weſl labout / dut none pdleeaſe 


With herty wyſl / they ſwoꝛvn and aſſentyn But though this mayde ſo tender were of age 
To all this toyng there ſaid nat ont wyghtnap yet in che bꝛeſt of her virginite 

Belckpng dym of gtace / oꝛ that they wentyn he s encloled ripe and ſad coʒage 

T vat de wolbe graunt bem a certeyn day And in teat teuetenct and chatite 


Of dis (pouſapll / as ſone as tuet he may Het olde poze fatyer/foltred ſye 

Fo: yet alway many of the people dꝛedde A fewe ſhepe / ſpynnyng on felde ſhe kepte 

Leit the marks wolde no wyfe wedde She woloe nat be pdle / tyllſhe Cepte 

De gtaunted hem a day ſuche as hym leſt} And whan ſhe hom warde came / ſhe wolde bzßg 
On whiche he wolde be wedded ſtkerly Jnoztes '02 other Herbegtpmes ofte 


Ind (ayd hedpo allthis at herreque't Che whiche (he ſhedde ꝝ ſethethj foꝛ bet lyueng 
And they with humble entent burumlp And made het beed harde / and nothyng l[ofte 
Ruclyng vpon bet knees/full reucrentlp + Ind ape ſſhe kepte het fathers lyfe on lo 
HBymthanked all/and thus they haue an ende With eueryche obeyſaunce and diligence 


Ok yer entent/ and home apen thep wende Chat chyloe mpght do to the kathers reuerence 
Ind hete vpon he toke hts officers Upon Stililde this poꝛe creature 
I 1d commaunded/fo: rhe keſte to puruep Full ofieſtthes/this markis kette his eps 
I idrohisp:tueknyghtes andſquyerg As he rode on huntpng perauentute 
Suche charge yaf/as he lyſt on hem ſey And whan it befpil that hemygbt het aſpyg 
Aid they to his commaundement obey He nat with wantan lokyng of folye 
Ind eche of bem dothe all his dillgente His eyencaſteonher but in (ad wyle 
To do vato that feſte / hygh reucrence Upon here chere he wolde hym of:e adupſe 
¶ ima pars Stiſildis. 5 Commendyrig in his berte het womanhede 


And cke het vertue / paſſpug any wpght 
10 ug ht fer fro that paleys Hono:able Ok lo pongt age as well in chete as dede 
Tyete as this mat is (hope his martas Foz though the people / had no great inſigbt 
They ſtode a thoꝛpe of (igt ful delectable (ge — vettut / he conſidered full right 
| - whiche tyat poze folke of that village er bounte/and diſpoſed hym that he wolde 
adden der beſtes/ and het herbigage Wedde her onelp / ik he euet wedde ſhulde 
And of labout / coke het ſuſtenaunce 
Atet that the erthe/paf hem habundaunce The day of weddyng came but no wyght can 
l C eil / what manet woman it ſhulde be 
Among theſe pozefolke/there dwelled a man Fo: whiche metuayll / wondꝛed many a man 
wWhiche was holde ] pozeſt of hem all And ſapo / whan they were in pꝛiuite 
But bygh god ſomtyme ſende can Woll nat out log de leaue pet his vanite 


Dis grace in to a iytell ores Gall 


Theclerhes tale of Oren® 2+ 


Woll de ast wedde / alas alas the whyle 
why woll he thus hym clit and vs begyle 


But nathcleſſe / this matkis had do make 
Ot gemmes ſette / in golde and in aſute 
Buches and tynges tos Gt iſildes (ake 
Anbot het clotchyng toe the mtaſute 
Of amapde lyke vnto het ſtature 

Jud ede of her other oꝛnamentes all 
That voto (uche a wcbddyng ſhulde bekall 


The tyme of bnd:pn / on the ſame bay 
Ippzoched/thac the weddyng ſhulde be 
And all the paleys put was in atap 
Bothe hall and chambꝛes eche in his der 3 
Houſes of office ſtuſted with great ple 

There maiſt thou ſe of deyntcous vitapll 
That map be kounden / as tet as laſteth Itapll 


T ais tiall marks richely arayed 
Loꝛdes and Jadyes/tn his company 

The whiche that to the feſte wert pꝛaytd 
And of his retinue / the bachelerp 

with manp aſowne of [ondzy melody 
Unt9 the villagt of whiche I tolde 

In this aray / the rpght way haue holde 


Stiſilde ok this god wote full innocent 
That fo: her ſhapyn was / all this arap 
To kette watet at the welle is went 

And cometh home as ſone as tuet ſhe may 
ſo: well che heroe layd that plke day 
That the markts ſhulde wedpe 
She wolde kaynt haue ſene lome of that ſyght 


She thought Þ wpll wü other maydcns ſkonde 


Thatbenmyfelowes/in out doꝛe and le 
The mathe lle / and thet foꝛc wpil I foude 
To done at home / as ſone as it may be 
The labour; whiche that longeti tome 
Ind than I may, at leyſet bete beholbe 
Ik ſde this wap bnto the caſtell holde 


Ind as ſhe wolde ouer the thꝛeſſholde gone 
Che markts came / and gan het foꝛ to call 
4nd ſye let do mne het water pot anone 
Belides the thꝛeſſholoc / in an oxcs all 
Aud do mne bpon het huccs / ſbe gan to fall 
Ind with lad contenauuce unc led ſtyll 
Cyllſhe had hetde / what was the lozdes wyll 


This tb _ (u{lmarkisſpak vats the mapde 

Ful (o' e and ſapd in this manere 

Whetr s pour father o Grilil01s heſayde 

Ind ze with ceucrence and humble chere 

Fn' verdelo2de/ be is all redp here [ 
Jo (nſhe gothe/ withouten lenger let | [ 
Ind to the markts (he het father fet | 


De by the hande/than toke this olne man 
And ſayd thus whan be had bym a (ybe 

7 anycola' Jnepther map nt can 

T he plelaunce lenger of mp hettt hyde 

I that thou voucbeſ auf that (o betybe 
hy doughter wyll Þ take 0: that wende 
Is to my wpte/vnto her lyues ende 


Chou loueſt me I wote it well certayn 


Ind arte my keythtull liege mam boze 

Ind all chatlyketh me I dare well(aynr 
Itlpketh the and (pectally therfo:c 

Cell me that popnt/that I (apd befo:e 
And it᷑ thou wolt! vnto that putpo cba 
To tahe mt as fo thy (onne mlawe 


This ſodayn caſe! this man aſto nt 
That teed he werte abaſſhed 12 0.4455 
De ſtode — — m & 

But onely thus lo: de quod he mr r 2 
ys àg ve wyll :neagapnſt — pk 

4 wollnothryrna' yebe my l0:Det © Der 
Uyghtas poulyſt Jouctnett ©! this matett 


a it ſhe myght yet woll J quod this markis(oftciy 


That in pout chamb:e Þ thou ande 
Nauc acolladton and worel chow wb 
"0: | wpll are if it her wyll 64 


| Tobemy wypte and ru'lcher after 


And all chis (hall be do (1 thr p:ci ence 
J wpl! nat pee out of thy!) audience 


Ind in the chambie | whyle chey Were about 
Dcrtretees whlche as yoihall after hete 
Thcpeopiecaine into the bovule all without 
Ind wond2ed hem im how bonce mancte "= 
Ind latentyd yp kepte het father dete 
Zur veterly Stililde wondze mpabt x 
ſ0:ncucretit nelawelbeluche ay ght 


No wonder 18/thowght (he were toned 
To elo great ageſt/came w chat place 
L. It. 


benen was to no ſuche gyftespwonned * 
Foz whiche (he loked/ with full pal ace 
Butlhoztip kozthe/this mater fo: to chaſe 

Theſe den the woꝛdes / ttyat the markisſapde 
(To this very benigne /fcythfull mapde 


Griſilde he ſayd peſbull well bnderſtande 

t lyketh vnto yout fathet and bnto me 

at Y pou wedde/ard te it map ſo ſtandt 
Is Iſuppoſe tat pe wyll that it ſo be 

But thoſe demaundes ate I firſt quod he 
dat ſ u it ſhalbe done / in haſty wpſe 

Woll pe aſſente oʒ eis pou aupſe 


I (op thus de pe redp with good herte 

To all mp luſt, and that I frelp map 

Ys me beſt tchynketh / though pe laugh oz\merte , 
Ind neucr pe to gtutche nyght ne day 

wan J (ap ye/ that pt ſay nat one nap 
Aouthet by woꝛde ne by ftounyng contenaſice 
DS were this / and here J [were out allyauce 


Wondꝛyng bpon theſe woꝛdes / quakpng fo: 


de ſavd loꝛde indigne i vnwoꝛthe (dꝛede 
Jam to ſuche honour as pe me bede a 
But as pe wpil pour ſeite / ryghtſo wyll Y 


Ind gete Pſwere/chac neuer wyllyngiy 
In wo:kene thought / I nyll you dfſobep 
oz to be deed / though me were lothe to dep 


This is pnough/Grifilde mpn quod he 
Ind fo:the he gothe with a full ſober chete 
Out at doꝛe and after came (he 

And to the people he ſayd / in this manere 
Cbis is my wyfe quod he / that ſtandeth here 
Honout eth het and loucth het I pou pꝛap 
Who ſo me loueth thete is no moze to lap 


Ind foz that no thyng ot her olde gete 

he ſhulde dayng / in to his houſe he bad 
Chat women ſhulde deſpoyle ber there 

Of whiche thele ladpes, were nat full glad 
Co handell her clothes | where in ſhe was clad 
But nethelelCe/this mapde bzyght of bewe 
Fro fote to heed / thep clothed het all ne we 


Her heares they kempte/ that lay bntreſſev 
Zerren er deed ep wen err 
Aavſether lull of ouches / great and lmale 


Thecierkes tals of Prenfozde- 


- thatto this ne toe makeſſeſſe 
c i ſuche fauout ſente / of his grace 
KN 


Of her arayſ hat ſhulde I make ataie 
Unnethe p people her knewe/fozher fap2eneſſe | 
Whan ſhe tranſlated was! in luche richelle 


This marks hath het ſpouſed with a tyng 
Bꝛought fo: the (ame cauſe and than het ſet 
Upon an hoe ſno we white / full well amblyng 
And to his paleys / oꝛ he lerger let C 

With topfull people that her labde and met 
Conueped het / and thus the day they ſpende 6 
In teuell tyll the ſonne gan deſcende a 


And ſhoztlp foꝛthe / this tale foꝛ to chace 


ne ſemed by no lyklyneſſe 

That ſhe was boꝛne / and fedde in tudenelle 
As ina cote oz in an oxes ſtall 

But nozillhed/(n an emperours hall 


Toeuery wyght ſhe woren is ſo dere 
Ind woꝛſhypfull / that folke there (he was boꝛe 


And from het birthe/ aue we bet pere bp pere 


Unnetde tro wed they but dutſt haue ſ woe 
That to Lanicola of whiche I pake defoze 
She doughter was toꝛ as by contecture 
Dem thought ſhe was / another creature 


Fo: though that tuer/bertuous was ſhe 
She was 2ncreaſed/tnſuche ercellence 
Of thewps good (et in hygh bounte 
And ſo diſcrete and fep2e of cloquence 
So benigne / anpſo digne of teuetence 
And coude ſo the pcoples hettes enbꝛact 


That eche het loued / that loked in her face 
Aat onely of Saluces in the toun 


Publy(ſhed was the dounte of her name 
But ene beſyde / in many a tegiuun 
one ſa od well / anothet ſayd the fame 
o ſpꝛedde ol het h'9gb bounte the fame 
That men and women / bothe pong and olds 
Gon to Saluces/ vpon her to beholde 


Thus Walter lo wip / nap but ropallp 
Webded hath / with foztunat honeſte 

n goddes peace / ſyuetij full honeſtlp 

t home / and outwarde gract pnoug had he 
And foz he (awe that vndet lo we degre 


The clerkestaleof Or de. 


was honeſt vertue hpd/the people ypmhetde Che q you tobe fro yout poze aray 
A pꝛudent man / and that is ſeyn full ſelde An gut vou in eſtate of hyght nobleſſe 
: jaue nat that foꝛgoten as J geſſe 


Hat onely thts Gtiſilde / though her wit 

Coude all the feate of wyfly humbleneſſe ſay Griſtlde/ the pꝛeſent digntte 

But cke / whan that the caſe required it In whiche Þ haue put you / as J trowe 
Che comme 92oftte coude ſhe redꝛeſſi Bakethyounat fo:yetfuſlſo2 to be 
Therenas diſco2de/ rancourine heuineſſe That I pou toke/tn poze eſt ate full lowe 
In all the lande / that ſhe it coude a peace Fo: any wele pe muſt pour ſeife no we 
And wyſely bꝛyng hem in reſt and caſe Take hede of eutty woꝛdt what J ſey 


There is no wygyht that hererh but wet we 
Though her huſbande were abſent oz none 


Ff gcntpImenſ@ other of that countre Ve wote your (elfe /howe that re came here 
Wete wꝛoth ſhe wolde bꝛyng hem attone Into this houſe it is nat ſonge ago 

So wyſe and rype wo2des had (he And though to me / yt be bothe lefe and dert 
Ind in fugernent / ſo great equſte Unto my gentyls vt de no thyng ſo 


z 


That ſhe from heuen ſent was as men wende They lay to hem it 1s great ſhame and 9 
People to ſaue / and euety wꝛong to amende F 02 to be ſubiecte and ben in ſctuage 

Co the that bozuc atte jnlo{mall a villzne 
Nat longe tyme after that this Grſilde 


Was wedded (he a doughter had pboze And nameſy ſith thy Doughter wages 
All had her leuet boze a knaue chylde Thele werdes hauc they (poken dDowt: ic! 
Glad was the markts/and the folke thetfoꝛe Bat Jdeltre/ as Þ have donc betone 

oz though a mayde chylbe came all be foꝛe To lyue my ſyfe with hem in teſte pee 
Dhe may vnto a knaue chylde atteyne Imap nat in this caſe be recheleſſe 

Bp lyklehede / ſyu ſhe nys nat bareyne. I mote done with thy dougdter : 


Na:as Þ wolde but as my pcop!ic lc lt 
explicit ſecunda pars : Et 
ſequitut pats tetcia. Ind yet god wote/thts ts ful 1othe tome 
| But nctheletTe / without your wrong 
4 Nete fyll / as it befalleth ofte tyme mo FJ wyl! nat do but thus J wo!! 1105 bY 
_A Whan that this chylde had ſoked but a That ye to me aſſent gs fo this cho 
Tyis markts in his herte lofigethſo (throwe She we no we pour pactence in your wot? 
To tempte his wyfe her ſadnefſe to knowe That ys mc hygbt andſwoꝛenvrone d 
4. ne myght / out of his hette thowwe That day that made was our mattage 
amctuaplous deſite his wyfe to aſap 5 
Nedelelle god wote he thought her taffray Whanſhe had herde all this (hc nat amen 
Neyther in worde in chere 11e tn counterraunce 
He had aſſayed her ynough/ofte tyme befoꝛe F 0:48 tt lemed ſhe was nat agreu!d 
Ind fonde her euet good what nedeth it She layth lozde alllyeth in your pleſaunce 
Het foz to tempte and al way moꝛe and moꝛe My chylde and I with bertly oberſaunct 
Thoughſome man pꝛeyſe it foꝛ a ſubtyll wyt Ben your owne and pe mar (aut and (pyll 


But as fo: mc! Flay ful cuyll it ſyt your own thpng do ve aftcr your wy ll 

To allap a wpfe/whan that it is no nede 

And put het in angupiſhe and in dꝛede T here map de no thyng ſo god my ſole [ac1e 
Lykyng to pou that may diſpicaſe me 

To: whichthigmark(s wꝛought in this manere He 7 del itt no tn any wyſt to haue 

He came all on anyaht there as ſhe lay Me dꝛede ko to ſeſe ſaue onely yt 

With ſterne kate and ryght vgly chere C2419 well ts in myn herte/and aycſhailbe 


Indſapd thus / Griſulde quod he that day L. ttt, 


„e 
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Ao lengthel n dethe-may this deface 
At turge m cage i to none place 


Glad was this math is of det anſweryng 
But pet it ſemed as de wete nat ſo 

Ill dꝛei was bis cherte and bis lokyng 
Wan that he ſhulde out of the chambꝛe go 
Sone after this / a furiong wap 0: (wo 
De pzpaclp bath tolde all bis entent 
Unto a man / ans to his wyfe hym lent 


Amaner of a(eriauntiwas this pꝛeup man 
The whiche that feytht᷑ull / often he founde had 
In tuynges gteat / and ent ſuche folke well can 
Done ercul ac ion in thynges bad 

The loꝛd kne we well that he hym loued dꝛad 
Ind whan this ſetiaunt wyſt his loꝛzdes wpll 
In to the chambꝛe he (talked hym full (tpll 


Madame he ſard ye mote foꝛqyue it me 
Though J do thong which J am conltrayned 
ye be full wylt and full well knowe yt 

That io2dcs heſtes / may nat be fapned 

Tbey may well be be wayled and complepned 
But men muſte nede vnto het luſt obep 
And lo woll J thete is no moe to ſap 


This chylde Jam commaunded fo: to take 
And ſpate nomoze but out the childe he hent 
Dilpitoully and gan a chete to make 

As though he wolde haue ſl eyne tt oꝛ he went 
Gtiſiloe muſt all ſu fre and concent 

And as a lambe / ſhe (ytteth mcke and yl] 
And let this cruell ſctiaunt ds his wyll 


Suſpecious was the fame of this man T 


DSulpecte bis face / (ulpects his woꝛde alſo 
Sulpccte the tym. in whiche he this began 
Alas her dought et / that (he loued ſo 

She wende he wolde haue cue it tho / 
But natheleſſc ſſhe neythet wepte ne (thed 
Contetrmpng her to that the mach is lied 


But at toe lall ipcne than ſhe began 

And mekelp-ſhe to che ſetiaumt pay be 

So as be was a very gentylman 

T mult her chyſde kplUe-ones 02 it deyde 
And in het b ſhe the lytell chylde lepde 
With tull ſad lace / and gan the chi lde to blyCe 
And lulled it / and after gan it kyſſe 


Ind thus (he ſayd / in der benigne boys 
Farwell my chylos / Jſhall the neuet ſe 
But (ith I baue the marked with the croys 
Of chylkc father/ble(Ted mot thou be 
That foz vs deyde/bpon the ctoſſe of tre 
T ty ſoule lyteli chylde I bym betake 

Fo: thisHyght (halte thou dye foz my lake 


J trowe that to a nozice in this cas 
It had be harde/ this routhefoztoſe 

well myght a moder than haue tryed alas 
But netheleſſe / ſo ſad and ſtedfaſt was ſhe 
That ſhe enduted all aduetſite 

Ind to the ſettaunt mekely ſhe ſayde 


Haut hete agayn / pour lytell pong may de 


Gothe nowe quod ſhe / dothe mp loꝛdes helle 


But o thyng wyll I pzap pou /of pour grace 
But if my loꝛde foꝛbad pouatleſte 

Butteth this lytell boby tn ſome place 

That beſtes ne foulcsit to tale 

But he to that putpolſe no woꝛde wolde ſay 
But toke the childe / and went vpon his wap 


Thts leriaunt camt to the loꝛde agayn 

Ind of Gtilildis woꝛdes and her chere 

De tolde hym popnt by poynt ſhoꝛt and pleyn 
Ind hym pꝛelented with his doughtcr dere 
Somwhat this loꝛd had routhe in his mancre 
But netheleſſe his purpole helde he ſtyll 

As loꝛdes done whan they wyll haue her wpll 


Ind bad his ſeriaunt that he pꝛiuely 
Shulde the chylde (oftc wynde and wzappe 
With all the citcumſtaunces tenderly 

Ind catye it in acoffre 02 in alappe. 

But on peyue his heed/of foz to ſwappe 
dat no man ſhulde knowe of this entent 
Ne whens he came ne whether that he went 


But at Bolepac jhetobigſuller dere 

That plke tyme/of Pauyc was counteſſe 
He ſhulde it take / andſhewe het this matete 
Beſekpng ber/ co de her buſyneſſe 

This chylde to foſtte / in all gentylneſſe 
Ind whoſe chylde that it is / he bad het byde 


From tuety wpght/foz owght that may betyde 


The ſetiaunt gothe / bath fulfylle d this thyng 
But to this mark(s/nowe retourne we 


F0:nowe goche he kull kafke ymaginyng 
It by his wpueschere/he mygheſe 
Oꝛ bp her worde / apercepue that ſhe 
were chaunged but neuet coude he fpnbe 
But euet in one lpkt lad and kynde 


As glad / as humble / as buſy in (cruiſe » 

Aid eke in loue/agſhe was wonte to be 

was (hc to hym and in euerp maner wyſe 
Neof her doughter/nat one woꝛde (pake (he 
None accident/fo2 none aduerſite 

Was ſepn in het ne never her doughtet name 
Ae nempned ſhe / in etneſt ne in game. 


¶ explicit tertta pars: Et 
ſequitut pars 
(q:u4artrd, 


"x" NA this eſtate'there paſte be foure pete 


et (he w'chylde was but as god wolde 


A man chylde (he bare by this Waltcre 
Full gractous and fapze fo: to beholde 
Ind whan that folke it to his father toſde 
Nat onelp hc but all bis countre mety 


The clerkes tale ot᷑ Ore de. 


wol in peace it that I myght 
her „ Jam diſpoſed full vttetiy 
Js g is ſuſtet ſerued by nygdt 
Ky yt ſo thyn c I to ſetus bym pꝛiueſy 
is warne J vou that pt nat ſodenſy 
Hut ok pout leite / foꝛ no wo ſhulbe outrap 
Be pacient and therof I pou pꝛap 


haue quod che ſayd thus and euer (Hall 
wolde no thyng in no mant cetteyn 
But as you lyſt' nothpng gteucth me at a 


Though that my doughter 4 mpſon by 12774 


It pour cömaundement thts is fot to lapre 
J haue had no part of chpldD:en twepne 
But firſte ſicgeneſſe and after wo 4 perne 


Lirght as vou Iyſt/aſketh no rode of 1112 

Fo: as Yleftc at home all mp clotie 
\vhan Jcamefirſt to vou cyghtlo gude 
Lefte Imp wypll and all mp ibcrre 

Ind toe pour clotcheng wette; 7 1 
Dothcpourpleſaunce I wy!l pour |) 


Ind cettes if J had any preſctence 


was foꝛ this childe / and god they thanke + hery your wpiltokriowe 0: yepour 112 rn 


Whan it was two pete olde and fro the belt 
Departed to his noꝛice vpon a dap 

This matkis caught pet another lcſt 

Ta tempte his wyke yet oftcr if he may 
Annedeleſſe was ſhe tempted in aſſay 

But wedded men ne can no piealute 
Whan that they fynde a pacient creature 


MWyke quod this matkig ye haue herde o this 
My people beteth heuy /(ikerly out mariage 
Ind namely ſith my ſoime pbo:ne 18 

Nowe it is wozle than cuct in all our age 
The mut mut ſleti mpn herte and mp cosige 
F oz tompn eares/cometh the voyce ſo ſmerte 
Chat it full npgh diſtroyed hath mynhette 


Nowe ſay ty thus / whan walter ts agone 
Than ſhall the blode of Janicolſa ſuccedt 
And be our loꝛoc / foz other haue we none 
Suche woꝛdes ſayth muy people out of dꝛede 
Well ought J of ſuche mutmut takt beds 
Foz cervenly/ I dzede allſuche ſentence 
Though they nat plepn cw myn audccnce 


J woldert do Withourncgltgen:: 

But nowe Þ wore pour luſt any wi 

F'l your pleſaunce terme and [ur OL 
fo: wyſt Þ that my beth mygy: 2 
[3Ygytgladly wolde J dpe Youth 


Dethe mapnat make nocomy 2: 
Into pour ſoue and whan this mark: 
Che conlkaunce of his wre he cal] 2504 
Dis cpentwo and worded that ther 
— all thats magnet ar 37 
Ind fo:the he gotte with Dicey Counter a; 


Buttohis herte if was full great plet ance 


This vgleſertaunt in the (ame wee 

T hz hef doughter caught rypgbtio be 

O: woe ik men can woe deurſe 

Vath bent der ſon that full is of bruce 
And cuer none lo pactent was (he 

Chan ſhe no chete made of hcernelle 

But kyſte het ſon and after gan bymbleſce 


Aue ches (he pꝛayed bym it chat he mpaghe 
Het lytelllon he wolde in tze etthe graue 


ye hen our loꝛdt dothe with pour ohne thy g 
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* 
tender lymmes / elycat in ſ Suche murmur was hem commonly - 
foules/and fro beſtes it — No wonder (s/foz to the gece (were 
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But che nons other auſ werte of dym migbt baue There came no woꝛde / but that thep murdzed 


He went his way / as he uo thyng nerought . 
But to Bolepae)be it tenderiy bzought foꝛ whiche / whert as the people there befoze 
Had loued gym well the (clatydze of his defame 


Thts markis wondꝛed tuet lengit the moe Made hem that hym · they hated therfoze 


Upon her pactence i and it that he To be a murdꝛet / is an hatefull name 
Ne had knoweſothelp there befo:e But netheiclTe/fo: erneſt ne fo: game 

That parfitly her chyldꝛen loued [he He of his crueil patpoſt wolde nat ſtynt 
He wolde haue that of ſome ſubtilte To tempte hig wpke / was all his entent 


And of malice/and fo2 cruel! cozage 
T hat ſhe had ſuffred this with (ad biſage Whan that his doug htcr. rit.pere was of age 

\ He in to the court of Rome in (ubtyſ1qpplſe 
But wele he knewe that nerte hym ſelfttertepn Entoutmed of his wyll⸗ſent his meſſage 
S e loued her chyldꝛen beit / in euety wyle Commaundyng hem uche bulles to deuple 
But nowe ot women i wolde J axe full kteyn \, Is to his cruell purpoſe map (utfyſe 
It theſe aſſapes mpght nat ſutliſe Howe that the pe pe bad / as foz his peoples teil 
What coude a ſturdy buſbande moꝛe deulle Thai he ſhulde wadde another wyke ik he leſt 


To p2rue het wpkchode/o2 her ſtedfaſtnelle 


Ind he continuyng cuer in urdinelle J (ap hc bad-thep(hulde countetfete 

The popes bulles/ — — 
But there be folke of ſuche condicion Chat he bath lcaue/ his fit de wpfe (03 to lette 
Chat whan they han a certryne purpoſe take As by the popes owne diſpenſacion 
That can nat ſtynte ot her entencton ä To ſtynte the rancour/and diſcencion 
But rpaht as they were bounden to a ſtake Betwene his people 4 bym this (apd the bull 
They wyllnat of het fitſte putpole lake he whiche they haue publiſſhed at full 


Kpahtlochis mattzis hath fullp purpoled 
To tempte his wyte as he was firſt diſpoſed The rude people as no wondet ne is 
Wende full well / that it had be opght (0 


He wayted ik by worde 02 countenaunce But whan theſe tidpnges carne to Griſildis 
That ſhe to hym was chaunged of coꝛage I deme that the herte of her was full wo 
But neuet coude he frnde any vattaunte But ſhe yltke ſau as euerino 

She was aye in onc hette and in vilagt Diſpeſed was this humble creature 

Ind ape the ketthet that (be was in age T he aduetſite of fotune all to endute 


The moe ttut it it were pollible * | 
Shc was to hym in lout and moe pentble Abidyng euet his luſt -and his pleſaunce 
To whome that (he was peuen herte and all 


Fo: whiche it emed thus / that of hem two As to his berp woꝛldly (utf(aunce 

T ycre was but one wyll ſoꝛ but as Walterleſt But ſhoꝛtiy / if I this opp tell (hall 
The lame luſt was het pleſaunce alſo This mark(s wziten bath in ſpeciall 
And god bethanked/ all fyll foz the beſt I lettet in whiche de ſhe weth his encent 


She de well / foꝛ none woꝛldely bnreft Ind lectetip / to Bolopne he hath it ſent 
I wpfe/as of het ſelſe nothyng ne ſhulde l 
wyll in eftecte / but as her hul bande wolde To the erle of Paupe/whiche had tho 


: Wedded his ſuſtet / pꝛayed hym (pectally 
The (clauder of Waltet / wonder wpde(pzadbe Co tayng home apen-h(s chuldzen two 
That of crueil herte/he full wyckedly In honozable mate / all openlp 
Fo} 8 poze woman wedded had de But o thyng de hym pꝛayde dtterlp 


Hath murdꝛed bothe his chyldꝛen pztuely 
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Chat he no w 
Shulde nat 


But lap the mapde/(hall wedded be 

into the markts/of Saluces anon 

Ind as thts ette was pꝛayed ſo dyd he 
Fo: at dayſet / he on his way is gon 
To warde Sahluces! and loꝛdes many on 
In tiche aray/this may de foꝛ to gyde 
Her pong bꝛothet / ty nig by het ſyde 


Ataped was / to watde het mariage 
This kreſſhe mayde / full ot gemmes clere 
Het dꝛother whiche. vii. yctes was of age 
Araped full fteſſhe in his mmete 
Ind thus in great nobleſſe anp glad chere 
Towarde Saluces (pedyng her Journey 
Ito dap to day they tydea in het way, 

¶ Erplicit quatta pars: Et 

lequitut pars quinta. 


fl Mong all this /afrer the wicketvlage 


| though they dyd enquere with euen I redeyou to endurt 
whole chyldzen that they wee The (lrot of fotune oz of auentute 


And (he ag ayn an( werde in pactente 

{Pp 1- 'Ddequod(be/ J wor- and wyſte a! wap 
Pore that detweten pour magnificence 
And mp poꝛete no wygdt can ne may 

Maze any compatiſon it is no nap 

7 ne helde me neuet digne in ge mantte, 
To be pour wpfe none pour chumbete te 


OB. 
Ind in thes houſc/there pe me lady made 
The hyg god take J fo: wprneTe 
Ind alſo wyſcly/ be m ſouſe glade 
J nentt delde mt lady ne mapſtreſte 
But bumbleſeruaunt to your wont 

And eucrſhall/ whyle hat my lyfe mar pure 

A bouen eucry woldely creature 


T hat ye haue ſo longe of pour bentan (tc 
Holde me in bygh honour and nodic p 
Where as JT was nat wozrhp fo: to be 


This matłis is pet/abouttotfptemoze That thanke 7 god and pou to whom Þ 7p; 47 


The vtteteſt p:efe of het coꝛage 

Fully to haue crperience and [0ze 

It (he were as ſtedtaſt as befoze 

De on a day in open audience 

Full boiſtouſlp/ hath ſapd her this ſentence 


Cettes Stiſilde I had pnowe of pleſaunce 
© haue pou to my wyfe/fo: your goodneſſe 
Js foz pour trouthe and pour obepſaunce 
Natfoz your lignagt / ne fo: yourricheſſe 
Butnoweknowe in very ſothktaſtneſſe 
hat in great ſoꝛdſhyp if Þ wyll auyſe 
There is gttat letuitude in ſondꝛy wyſe 


T map nat do as cuery plowman may 
My people conſttayneth me foz to take 
Inothe: wpfe and cryen dap by dap 
Ind cke the pope' rancour fo: toſlake 
Concentcth it chat date J vnderrake 
Ind truly thus moche/ I woll you ſap 
Myn ne we wyfe is compng by the wap 


Be ſtrong of hette and voyde anone her place 
Ind that dowet that pe bzought to me 
CTaketh it ayen/ I peue pou leue of my grace 
Returneth to pour fathers houſe quod be 

No man may al wap haut pꝛoſpetite 


Joꝛpeide it pou there g no motto a- 
Unto my father / gladly wolde J wende 
Ind with by m 0 well to mp lyurs ende 


There J was koſtted of a chylde full mall 
T pil Ide deed mp lyfe there w ] 

X wodowe clene in dody /erre and 
Fo:ſith Pyafetopou mp mayoenhede 

7 amyourcrue wyte-it 18 no diede 

God (hyde (uche a loz:des wpfe to dase 
Inocher man, to buſbande o; to make 


ograunt you weste and proiperete 
Fo: f woll gladly yelde her my place 
In whiche Þ was bleffu!! wont to be 
F 02 (tthitlyketh pou mv lo:de quod be 
That ſomtyme were all my bertes rcft 
bat I (hall gon J woll goo whan ye left 


\ Sv of yout ne we wyfe god of his nrace 


But there as pe me ptofre ſuche dowar:e 

Is Tfirſte bought it is well in mp mynde 
It were my w2etched clothes nothyng fay:e 
The whiche to me no we wert harde co klynde 
O good god do we gentyl!! and bowe kynde 
pe ſemed by your (peche and pour dag: 
Cut day that maked was out martage 
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Thecierken(alcof nde, 


Butlothe aaa di alway J kynde it trewe Bat ius co weppng/ date het epen dzep 
Foz; in effects] ppapued it is enam Rein chis tym monde ſpake ſhe non 
Loue is nat ode / as wizan it is newe Het father that this tydinges herde anon 
But certe$10zdafo; none aduerlite Curſed the day and the tyme / that natute 
Gamen this ca(c / tt (hall nat de Shope hym to bo / a lyues creature 


Chat ener in worde 03 wazke/ Aſhall cepence 
That I peu peue mp herteta hole entent e Fo out of doubte this olde poze man 
Was cuet ſuſpecte of het mariage 


My lozde po wote that iu my ſathets place Fo: euet be demed iſith it began 


pc dyd me tips out of my pos wede Chat whan the loꝛde had lulfpiled his co;age 
And richelp pt i clad of pour grace He wolde thynke it were a diſparage 
Co you bzought I nought ela. out of die To his eſtate / ſo lo we fo to lyght 


But feyti / nakedneſſt and mp maydenhede And voyden hec / as ſone as euet he mpght 
And here ayen / my clothyng I ceſtoze 
Iyenſt his doughter/ haſtely gothe he 


And eke m/ weddyng tynge foz euermoze 
Jo he by noyſe of —— LEE FRmeng 
The cemenaunt of your 1ewelles/redp they be Ind with ber olde cote as it myght be 


within pour chambꝛe / I dare it lafly ſeyne De coueted het full (oz0wfully wepyng 
Aaked out of mp fathers houſe quod ſhe But on het body / mygyut he it nat bꝛyng 

I came god oaked muſt J courne agayne 4 02 rude was the clothe/ and [he moꝛe of age 
All pour pleſgance/folo we wolde J fepne By dayes fele than was het matiage 

But yet Jhope/tt be nat your entent | 

Chat J (mokles/0ut of pour paleps went Than with her father/foz a certapn [pace 


TD welled this flout / of wyfly pacience 
yt coude nat do ſo deſhenelt a thyng That neuet by het woꝛde / ne by ber face 
That y|kc wombe / in whiche your chyldaen lap Befoꝛne the folke ne in het ablence 
dulde betoꝛe the people! in mp walkyng At ſhe wed ſhe / that her was done offence 
Be ſeyn all date wherfo:e I pou pꝛav Neof het hygh eſtate no remembzaunce 
Let me nat lo ke a woꝛme go by the wap At gad ſhe as bp anp maner countenaunce 
Rememdꝛt pou/mpne ownc loꝛde (0 dete | 
I was pour wyfe/ chough I vuwozthp were No wonder was/ fo2 in her great eſtate 
Her goſte was cuer/ in plepne humilite 


Wherfaze in guerdon/ of my mapdenhede Notender mouth/ne herte delicate 
Whiche that I bzought/and nat apen bete No pompe ne lemblaunte of rpalte 
Is voucheſauſe as peue me to my mede But fullof paciente denignite 


But ſuche aſmoke/as I was wont to were «Diſcrete and p2(deles / and ape honoꝛable 

That I therwith/may wzpe the wombe of hei And ape to het huſbande/mcke and table 

That was pour wpfe and bet: J take my leue 

Of pou mpn owne loꝛde / leſt I you greue Men (peke of Job / and moſte foz his humbles 
Isclerkes whan they lyſt / can well endite 

The ſmoke q he | that thou haſt bpon thy bake Namely of men but inſothfaſtncs 

Let it be [pll/ and beareitfozthe with te Thoughclerkes pꝛeyſe women but a lyte 

But well vnnethe / that woꝛde be ſpake Chete can no man. in humbles hem acquite 

But went bis wap / ſoꝛ couthe and pyte Is woman can ue can de halle ſo treme 

Before the folke/ her ſelte ſiteyped hat ſhe As women ben but it be tall of ne we. 

And in becſmoke / with fote and beer all bare 


Towsrdeher lathers houſe / is (he lace 88 C. Erplicit quinta pars: Et 
ſequitut pats (its, 
de kolke her folo wen | weppng in ber way : 


And kouuns euer / they curſed as they gon k 


The clerkes tale of Drenfo:r 


HE pes by is this etle ot Paupecome Fo: which? 
Of which p kame ſpꝛog / both moze 3 leſſe Ot het ar 


Ind in the peoples eates / all and ſome 

Was tolde / ho we that be a ne we matkeſſe 
with hym bꝛought / in uche pompe x xicheſſe 
That neuet was there ſene with mannes eyt 
So noble ataye in all Weſt Lumbat dope 


The mark(s/whiche that ſhope x knewe all this 
Oꝛ that this erle was come ſent his meſſage 
Joꝛ that ſely poze cteatute Grifildis 
Ind ſhe with humble hette / and glad viſage 
Nat with no ſwellyng thought in her coꝛage 
Came at his heſte and on het knees her ſet 
Ind reverently and wpfely ſhe hym gtet 


Stiſiioe quod he my wyſl is full vtteriy 
This may den that wedded (halbe to me 
Recepued be to moꝛowe allloryally 

Js it is poſſible in myn houſe to be 
And cke that euety wyght in his degte 
aue his eſtate inſittyng and inſetutce 
Ind hye pleſaunce/ as ye can beſt deviſe 


7 haue no woman ſuffiſaunt certayne 
Thechambaes fo2 to atay /in oꝛdinaunce 

tet my luſt and therfo:e wolde Jayne 
That thyn were alſ ſuche manet of gouetnaũce 
© hou knoweſt eke of oſde /all my pleſaunce 
Though thyn arap de bad and eupllbeſep 
Dothp deuop;- pet at the leſt wep 


Nat onely lozde/ that Þ am glad quod ſhe 
Co do pour luſt but I deſite allo 
youfirſte to pleaſe and ſetue in my degte 
Without kapntyng and (hall euet mo 

Ne ntuer ſoꝛ no wele nc foʒ no wo 

At ſhall the goſte / within my hette ſtent 
To loue pou beſt with all my ttue entent 


Ind with that woꝛde ſhe gan $ houſe to dyggt 
And tables foꝛ to ſet / and beddes foꝛ to make 
And papned her to do / all that ſhe myght 
Mꝛayen the chamberets foꝛ goddes ſake 

Co haſte hem / and faſte ſwepe and ſhake 

Ind ſhe the moſt ſcruiſable of all 

Hath euety chambze arayed/and his hall 


About the vndzen gan this erleto lyght 
That w hym b:ought theſe noble childꝛen twep 


:ople tan / to ſe that ſpght 

dely they were be ſey 

And tha! it etſi nong hem they (ep 

That) alter was no fole though that hym leit 
Do cb unge his wyfe/fo2 it was fo; the beft 


Fr iie ts faprer/as they bempn all 

Thanis Griſtlbe'/and moze tender of age 

Ind fap:er frupt 'betwenc hem (Hall fall 

And moze pleſaunte foꝛ her hg vnagt 

Der bꝛothet cke ſo fapze was of viſage 

Chat hem toſt the people hath caught pleſatlice 
Commendyng norwe/the mark!s goucrnaunce 


O fto:my people cuet duſad and battewe 
Are vndiſctcte and chaungrng 45 ada 


Deſityng ever inrombell that 1510 we 


F 02 Ivke the mone aye ware peand want 
Ypcfallof clapprng dete rnowe a J 2nd 
pour dome is fas pour conſtauce cup! pity 
Ffull great toletshe that on pou lyucty 


Thus ſapden ſad folke in that cre 
whan that rhe people gary? vp ant denn 
Fo: they were glad ryght fo; the new ite 
Do haue ancwe lady of ber tour 
Nomo:e ok this nowe make Jenn 
But to Stiſilde agen Þ wyll me 5:el 
Ind tell der conſtaunce and het bu gc 


Full buſy was Stiiilde n tuctytheng 
That to the feſte wan tho appertine 

Bight nought was (he abaTher of ter core 
T hough it were rude/andlomdele te 72 5. 
But with glad chere tothe pace is w 

k, Wity ofher folke fogrete tte nmarke 


And after that dotht kozthe het dun pn 


with ryght glad chere ſhe ta teſtes recer yeh 
Ind (0cotapigly echeinbis degte 

Chat no defalite no man prercepurd 

But ape they wondꝛed | whiatſhe mpght be 
Thatinio por star was fo: toſe 

Ind coude ſuche Honour and reucrence 

And wo:thclp they pꝛeyſen ber prudence 


J"1 all chis meane whple (he ne (tent 

This marde and exc her b:ocher to cõmende 
with all ber hette in full bentgne entent 

S0 well that no man coupe ber pꝛict amende 


. 
| 
; 
| 
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; de clerkes tale of Prento;de- 
But > la] whau that loꝛdes wende Toke hem apen/ fo; nowe map thounatſep 

Co litten downe to mete/ de gau to call That thou haſt lozze / none of thy childzentwep 
Griſilde / as ſde was buſy tn thc hall 
| Ind folke that othet wyſe / haue (apd by me 
Eriſude quod bei as it wert in ts pley J vate dem well / chat I baue dont this deds 
Dowe lyketh the my wyfe/ and het beaute Foz no malitc e ine fo2 no ctueite 


Kyght well my loꝛde quod ſheiſta in good fep But t̃oꝛ to allay/tn the thy womanhede 
I fapꝛet (awe Ineuet none than Sſbe And natto ſle my childꝛen god koꝛbede 


J p2ap to good / peue het good pꝛolper ite But foꝛ to kepe hem / pʒiuelp and tpi] 
And ſo hope I de my / to you ſende TC ypll I thy purpole une we and all thy wyll 
Plclaunce pnowe/vnto pour lyues end: 

Wwhan ſhe thts herde in lwounyng do wne ſhe 
O thyng I beſeche pou/ and warne alſo Fo: pitous toe / after her [wounyng (falleth 
That pt nat pꝛicke with no turmentpng She to bothe her pong chyldꝛen callcth 


This tender mapde as ye haut do mo And in het armes full pitouſlp weppage 
Fo: ſhe is foſtted / in het noꝛiſſ Enb:aced hem / and tenderly kyſſynge 
Monꝛe tenderly / and to my ſuppoſyng Full lyke a moder / with het ſalte teates 

She coude nat aduerſite well endure She badeth bothe het viſage and yet heates 
Is coude a pooꝛt foſtted creature 


O whiche a pptous thyng it was to ſe 


And whan thts Waltet (a we het pactence Het lwounyng and het pytous bopce to het: 
Het glad chere and no malicc at all Gtaunt metcy loꝛde god thanke it you qð ſhe 
And ge ſo ofte had do to her offcnce That ve haue ſaued me my chyldzen dete 
And (he ape conſtaunt and ſad as a wall Nowe tecke } ncuer/to be ded? euen here 

C ontinuynge cuer/ het innocence ouet all Sith yſtonde in pour loue / and in pour grace 
Thts ſtutdy matzis gan his hertte dꝛellt No doute 0f dethe / ne whan mp ſp it it pace 


s te doc vpon het wytiy ſtedfaſtneſſe 
O tendet o dere / o ponge chyldzen mpne 


This is pnowe Stililde myn quod he ' pour wofull modet wende full ſtedfaſtip 
Benoweno moze agaſt ne cuyll apapd That crucll houndes/0z (ome foule vermine 

F hauc thy feyth and thy bentgnite Had cten you but god of his mercp 

Is well agcuer woman was alapd Ind pour benigne father ſo tendet ip 

In gteat tſtat 0: poo2ly arapd Dath done you kepe and in that ſame ſtounde 


No we knowe I derc wpft / thy ſtedfaſtneſſe All ſodenly Ve wapte downe to grounde 
Ind het in atmes toe, and gan het kylle 
And in het lwoune o ſadly holdethſhe 

And ſhe fo: wondet toke of it no kepe get chpldꝛen two / whan lhe dan hem tembzace 
She het de nat what thyng he to het ſayte That with great ſleygbt and great difficulte 
She ferde as ſhe had ſtette out of het ſlipe Che childzen from het atme / gan the arace 
CTyll ſhe out of het maſidnes abzepde © manp a tcre on many a pytous face 
G tililde quod he by god that foz vs depde Downe ran of hem that ſtoden thete beſpde 
Thou arte mp wyfe/ne none othet I baue Unncthe aboute her/mygbt they abyde 


At neuet had as god my ſoule ſaue 

waltcr het gladeth / and her ſoꝛowe laketh 
This is thy dougbtet whiche thou yall ſuppo - She riſcth vp / and abaChed ft om het traunce 
To be mp wpfe! that other ſtythfully (led And euetp wyght / her iopt and teſte maketh 
Sdbalbe myn heyze / as I haue purpoſed Tyll (hc hath caught / agayn ber contenaunce 
Thou barehym in thy body truly walter dothe her / (o fepthfully pleſaunce 


It Bolepne baue J kepte hem pꝛiuely T hat it was deynte / foz to ſene the chere 
Bet went hem two no we they be met in fere 


Theſe ladyes/Whan they her tym ſap 

Haue taten het / and in tochambze anone 
And ſtrypeu her out ot het rude ata 

Ind in a cloth of golde / that bzight( hone 
With a crowne of manp a ryche itone 

Upon her head / they in to the hall her bzought 
And there ſ he was honoured as her ought 


Thus hath this pytous dap /a blyſ(full ende 
Fo; cucrp man # woman dothe his might 
This dap in mpzth and reuell to ſpende 
Tyll on thc "2elkyn/Chone the ſtertes ip 
Fo: moze(clempnyte in cucry mannes 
This teeſt was/and of greater coſtage 
Than was the reuell of het mariage 


{ ull many a pete in hygh pꝛolpetite 
Lyuen theſe two m concoꝛde and in ret 
Jup rpchcly/ his doughtet matyed he 
Untoalo:dc/unec ofthe woꝛthycſt 

Ofall Jtaplc/and than in peace and teſt 
His Wpucs kather/tn his courte he kepeth 
Tyll the loule out of the body crepeth 


His ſonne (uccedeth/ in his herytage 

n treſt and peace attet his fathers dap 

4d foztunate was cue in mariage 

ll put he nat his wyte / in great aſſay 

This wozloe is nat ſo ſtronge it is no nap 

Is it hath ben molde tymes yo:c 

Ind herketh wha. this auctour lapth ther fozc 


This ſtoꝛy is ſayd nat fo; that wpucslhulde 
ctowe Grplilde as in hygh humplite 
Jozit were * though they wolde 
But to2 that cucry Wight in his degre 
Dyulde be conſtante in all aduerlytc 

Is was Grililde/ whertoze Petrark w2iteth 


Thisſto:y/ whiche with high plc he enditeth 


J oꝛlythe a woman was lo pacient 

Unto a moztall man well moꝛe we ought 
Receyuen all in good that god vs (cnt 

10: greatlkyll ig he pꝛeue that he wzought 
But he ne tempteth no man that he boughc 
Is(gpth laput Jamie ik pe his pyſtell cede 
He petueth folke but a dap it is no dꝛede 


And uffrech vs as fo: out erereyle 
with ( harpelcutges and aduetipte 


The cderkes tale of Pr” de. 


Full of e deate in ſond :p wyſe | 
Nat to kno we our wyll dut certes he 1 
Eteꝰ c weve bout unt we all our freyite if [ 
Ant co our beſt ig all his gouernaunce f | 
L vs lyue thay, in vettuous (luffraunce - 1 
But o woꝛde harkeneth/lozdinges 0: J go 


It were full harot to fpndeno we a dayts 
Stylildes in all a countte che o: two 
Fo: ifthey were put to ſuche aſſayes 


The golde of hem hath lo bad alayes | 
with bꝛas foꝛ though it be far:c at eve | 
Tt wolde rather bꝛaſt on two than piye 1 
oz whiche hete koz the wpues loue ot B athe | 
Whole lyte andlecte inighty god mayntent [1 
Inhygh maiſtry oꝛels were ut (cache 1 
| wp!l with luſtp herce treThe ano grene | 


Say you alonge to glad pou Jene 
And let vs ſtynte of ernctt matere 
Hettzeneth mp (onge Plapth in this man 


CLenuoyede Chaucer ales 
inariets dente 
temps. 


Kililde is der d and cke bet pactence 
( Ind bothe at ones bUryed ii {a7 ts 
F 0: whiche I crye in open àudyence i 
No wedded man lo hardy be to ala! tis 
Dis wpucs pactence ntrulttot | 
Stilildes to; un certayne be t yall faric 


O noble wrucs full of hygh p:uderce 


% A bumplitc pont tonges ale 


2c let no cletke hauccaul co: de ligence 


Count of you alto:y of (uche mac ay! 


Is of Grililde/pacyent and kynde 
Lell Cheuache you lWalowe in her entrayld 


Foloweth Ecco that holdett no lcilence 
But cucrt antweryoge at countertayic 

Bc nat a batted to: your innocence 

134i harplp take on you the gouetmarte 
Cnp:umtcth well that lellon in your mynde 
F 0: comen pꝛotytt layth it may auayic 


yt archcwpues. ſtondeth ac defence 
Syn ye be (tronge/ as 194 great Camaric 
W.. 
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py The Nonnespzologe- | | 
ſuffre natithat men do ydu offence whan he may man in ydelneſſe aſpye 
— — — He can ſo ly — ca hes rappe 
Adee egg s rd Araudetei: — HenySnat ware/the rude yachhintinhande 
— 8 well ought vs werke/x ydeinelle with ande 
d m nat do hem no teũctence : 
— — the buſbande armed be in mapfle And though men dꝛede neuet foz to dye 
Ty arowes of thy crabbed eloquence pet ſe men well / by reaſon doutles 
Shall perſe his bꝛeſt / and ehe his aucntaple That ydeldelle/1s totyn ſ logardape 


In iclouſpe I tede ent / that thou him blynde 


And thou ſhalte make him couche as a quayple 


It thou de fapze/there folke ben in pꝛeſence 
Sdbewe thou thy vyſagt and thyn appataple 
I chou be foule / be fre of thy dilpence 

To get the frendes ape do thp trauaple 

Be apt ol chete as light as lem on lynde 

And let hym cate / wepe / wzing / and waple. 


¶ Here endeth the clerkes tale 
of Oxenkoꝛde. 


¶ Uerba holpitts. 

This wo:thy clerke/wha ended was his tale 
Out hoſt (aid +(wo:e by cockes boncs 
Vc were icuer than a batell of ale 
p wpkr at home had herde this legide ones 
This is à gentle tale fo; the nones 
As to my purpole/wyſt ye mp wpll 
But chyng that wyll nat de let it be (tpll, 


Chete endeth the wozdes 
ol the hoik, 2 


C Here begynneth the Non «< 
nes pꝛologe. 


— 2 
— 


He mpnyſtre and noꝛiſſhe vnto byces 
Which 5 men clepe in engliſh pdelnelle 
Whiche that is pozter of p pate of delyces 
To eſchuen/ # bp het contrary hem to oppꝛeſſe 
That is to ſayne by lefull buſyneſCe 
Well ought we to done all out entent 
Leſt that the fende with idelnes vs hent 


Fo he with his thouſande coꝛdes ſlyt 


Contynually / vs wapteth to be dappe 


I haut hete done / my faythtull buſpnelle 


Chat no — — had of kynde 


= 


Of which there cometh neuer no good enctrees 
And ſe that Slouth / het holdch in alecs 

Onlip fo; to ( lepe / aud cate and dzinke 

And to deuouten 0 other (wynke 


che ydelneſſe 
t confulyon 


And fo: to put vs fro 
That caule is ot ſo 


Ifter the legende / and tranſ lacion 

Right ſo thy gloꝛiouſe lyfe and paſſion 

Thou w thy garlonde/wzought of roſe of lyly 
Thc meane I mapde ⁊ marty; (aint Cecply 


Ind thou that flourc arte of virgyns all 

Ot whome that Bernarde/lyitio well to wzite 
To the at wp fy: begynnpng Jcall 

Thou comfoꝛte of vs wꝛetches / do me endpte 
Thy mapdes dethe / Þ wan thozow her merptt 
The ctetnall lpte / and ot the tende bictozp 

As men mo we atter redt in het ſtozp 


Thou mapde + mother/ doughtcr of th (onne 
Thou well of metcy ſyntull (oulcs to cure 

Fn whome Þ gov of bounte chale foz to wonne 
Thou humble x hygh/oucr cucry creature 
Thou nobleſt lo ferfozthe outet nature 

His lonne in blode x fleſſhe / to cloche # wynde 
Whiche in the clopſtet ol thy bliCfull ſydes 
Toke mannes l hape che etetne loue ⁊ peces 
That ot thy ttyne / compas loꝛde and gpde is 
Whome heuen a erthe/and (ce without les 
Apt hetpen and thou virgpne wemles 

Dare of thy body / j dweldeſt mapde pure 
The creatour of cuerp creature 


ITembled is in the magnpficence 

With mercy goodnelle / and with luche pyte 
That thon that arte the ſowne of excellence 
Nat only helpeſt hem that pꝛapeth che 


The Nonnespoloc 


But often tyme/ofthp benpgnite 
But fcelp / o that man thyne helpe ſeche 
Thou goeſt befoznc/and arte out (oules leche 


Nowe helpe thou bleſ full + meke fapꝛe mapde 
Me llemed wꝛetche / in this deſert of gall 
Thynke on the woman of C anane that (apde 
That whelpes eaten / ſome ofthe crones (mall 
That from het lozdes table ben pſall 

And though that q vawozthp lounc of Eue 
Be lynkull / pet accepte mp beleue 


Ind fo; that fayth is deed/ without werkes 
So koꝛ to wozken/peue me wyt and (pace 
That | be qupt from thens that moſt darke 18 
O thou that arte ſo fapze and full of grace 

Be mpn aduocatt in that hygh place 

There as withouten ende is longe Olanne 
Thou Cryſtes mother/doughter dere of Anne 


Ind of thy lyght / my ſoule in pʒilon lyght 
That troubled is dy the cogytacion 

Ot my body and allo by the wyght 

Of erthly luſt and falſe affection 

O hauen of rcfute/ O (aluacion 

Ok hem ben in (020 we and dilkceſle 
Nowe /foz to my wozke J wyu me d:ec 


yet I pꝛap pou that reden that I watte 

Fo: tue me that J do no dyligence 

This ilke (tozy/bulely to endyte | 

Fo: bothe haue I the wozdes x the ſentence 
Of hym that at the ſaintes reuerence 

The ſtozy wzote/and folowed her legende 
Id pꝛap rou that pe wyll my werke amende 


Firſt wolde J pou the narne of ſaint Ceciip 
Erpounde/as men map in het tozyle 

It is to ſay in englyſhe/heuens lylye 

Fo: pure chaſtnes of virgynite 

Oꝛ fo: Che wytneſſe had of honeſte 

And grene of conſcience / and of good fame 
The (auour lily was het nams 


Oz Cecily is toſap/the way to blynde 
Fo; (he enſample was/by good techyng 
Oꝛ eis Cecily/as I witten fynds 

Is iopned by a manct contoynyng 

Ol deuen / and Lya in her ſygurpug 


Che- 
Ind? 2 


Ct (ly map cke bt ſayd in this manecre 

V incyng ofbly;bneile/foz het great light 
Ot tapicuct and fo; her the wes d- te 

©; cls lo this mapocus name digt 

Ok heuen and L cos comme of wyiche by r1ght 
Men might her well/the heuen of people call 
Enlample of good and wyſe werks all 


e Me a 


Fo: Lcos people/1n erigltThe is to: to ſap 
Ind tight as men may in the heuen lc 
Tyelounc and mone/x lterres euery wap 
Litghtlo men goſtiy in this mapden tre 
Samen of fayth the great magnenimyte 
And cke the cle teneile holt of (apyerice 


 Indlondzp werkes bzight of excellerics 


And tight ſo as theſe philolophets tt 
Thachcucenistwptetoundt c 
Right lo was tapze Cecily the whyic 
Full(wyft + buſy in cucry good Werky 1, 
Ind rounde and hole in good perieuery it, 
Ind bzennyng cuct in chat ite full 5:1 yr 
No pee haut I declared pou what! 1c yi) 


Chete endeth the Nonnes pio 
and here atter ſolo wet 
ber tale. 


_— 


FR 


(ſaith 
T bis mapde bꝛight cecili as het legtoe 
Was come ot tomains 3 ot noble unde 
10 trom het ctadell vp toltred in the tapty 
fCrilt and bare his goipell in yer mpiive 
dhe neucr ccatcd as 4 Wzutatynde 
t Ucr pꝛayct and gos to lout and dzcede 
clckyng bym te ki pe Yer mapdentebe 


id whan this may de ſhulde vnto a man 
vc deo be that was tuli ot ponge age 
hich tat pricped was Uadletp an 

ud Day was com. ot het mariage 

dye tull deuoute AND hunde in het COzage 
indet het tobe ot golde that tat tulltepge 
ao net het tlcll he ꝓtclad het in an he ae 


0 


4d whplc that the oꝛgans made mclobp 
o god aboue/thus iu het hertelongel ye 
loo mp dody and che my loulc gpe 
nwemmed, let I contounded be 

d to; his louc/that dyed vpon the tre 
uety leconve ano thy;de day (heralt 

pe byddyng in vet ozul ons tull tall 


Henyght came / to bedde muſt (he gone 
"th het huſbande / as it was the inancre 
ud puucip (he ſapd to hym anone 

and wclbcloucd (pouſe dete 


here $8\baſaple/ and pe wyll it hers 
oF - 


Whiche that right fapne/J wolde to you ſep 
So that ye ſwetre pe wyll it nat bewrap 


Ualertan gan faſt to het ſwete 

That fo: no caſe/ne thyug that myght be 
Hel hulde neuer to none be wzepen here 
And than at etſt / to hym ſapd ſ he 

J haue an aungell/ whiche that loucth me 
That w great loue / whert ſo J wake oz llepe 
Is tedp ape my bodp toz to kepe 


Ind if that he map fclen out of dꝛede 
That pe me touche / oꝛ loue in vylonp 
He tight anone wyll (lee you w. the dede 


And in your youth thus (hall pe bye 


Ind ifthat ye in ciene lyte me gye 
He wyll pou love/ as me fo pour clennes 
And lhewe ta pou his iop à his bzightnes 


This Ualcrianicozrected as god wolde 
Inſ werde agaync/if C hall cruſt the 
Let me that aungeli ſe/ and hym beyolbe 
Ind it that it a verp aungell be 

Than wpll A do/as thou haſt pꝛaped me 
Ind ikthou loue another man toʒ lothe 


Night wi this ſwozde / thaͤwyll A lle pou bothe 


C ccily antwerde anone tight / in this wyſe 
If that pou lyſt the aungell (hull ye 4e 


— 
1 


La HE 4 


Gothe fozthe to Uta — — quod che 

That fx0 this to wn / ne 
And to the pooze folhes / that there d wellen 
Sap hem tight as that Jl hall you tellen 


Tell hem that J Cecilp / pou to hem Cent 
To l hewen pou good Urban the oldt 
Foꝛſectet nedes / and foz good entent 


Ind whan that ye ſapnt Urban haue beholde 


Tell hym the woꝛdes chat I to pou tolde 


And whan that he hath purged pou from ſynne 


Than ( hall pe ſe the aungell oz we twynne 
This Ualetian / is in to the plate gone 


Ind right as he was taught by het lerxrnyng 


He tonde this holy man Urban anone 
Amonge thc lapntes betpels lowtyng 
Ind he anon withouten taryeng 


Dyd his mellagt / and whan that he it tolde 


Urban foz top gan his handes vp holde 


The tetes tom his lette he fall 
Almygyhtp loꝛde O Jeſu criſt quod he 
Dower ofchalt counſaple / hecrde ot vs al! 
The frute of that ſede of chaſtpte * 

That thou haſte ſowe in Cecily take to the 
Lo lyke a buſy det / withouten gyle 

The ſetueth ape thyne owont thꝛall Cecple 


Foz that (pouſe that ſ he toke but newe 
Full lyke a fei tſe lyoun/l he ſenbeth here 
Is mene as euet was any lainbe to ewe 


Ind with that wozde/anon there gan apere 


In olde man/clad in whpte c..othes clere 


That had a boke/ with letter of golde in hande 


Ind gan befcze Ualerian fo; to 


Ualerian/as deed fyll downe fo; dzede 
Whan he this olde man (awe ſtandpng (o 
Whiche fc 2th with / anon ye herde hym cede 


O loꝛde of all: © feyth: O god withouten mo 


O crpſtendome / and father of all allo 
Ibouen all and ouer all euecy where 
(Thele wazdes all with golde w2ite!) were 


Whan 
Leueſt thou this thyng 02 no lay ye 03 nap 
Flcue all thynge quod Malerin 


Fo; lochet thyng than this / A date pl (ap 
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o that yetrowe on Grit/aad pou baptyſe 
Tho vaniſſhed tf 
deth but myles thze 


was tedde / than (apd this olde man 


thynke mar 
-. 4 maͤ / he ne wyſt whers 
And pope Urbe im cryſtened right there 


Under heuen/no v 


Ualeryango' ye home and fyudeti Cectly 
Within his ;}amber/ with an aungcu 
This aungell dad of roles and of lily 
Crownestwo/the whiche he bare in hande 
And titſt to Cecily/as I vaderftande 

He pafe that one and after gan he take 
That othcr to Ualetpan het make 


With body clene/ and vnwemmed thought 
Kecpeth ape well this crownes quod he 

x ro paradpyle to pou hem haue I bzought 
Nencucr mo/l hall they toten be 


Neleſe het ſwete ſauout ttuſteth me 
Nencuet wpght ne (ball ſe hem with pe 
But he be chall and hate piionye 


And thou Uaicrian/fo; thou (o (one 
Iſtenteſt co goddes counſapic allo 


Sap what p ly(t/ + chou halt hauc thp bone 


Thauc a bzothcr quod Aale c ian tho 
That in this wozloe J loucno man lo 


F pꝛay you that mp bꝛothet map bauc grace 


Do knowe the trouth as J doin this place 


The aungciltapd/god lykcty thy requel? 
Ind bothe wich the palme of marty ;0041:c 
yt ſ hull come in to his blyt tull tetu 


Ind with Þ woꝛde Tiburce his bꝛothet cont 


Ind whan that he the (4u our undetnomme 
Whiche that roles and the lilyes calte 
Within his herte he gan to wonder tate 


Ind layd / wonder this tyuic of the pere » 
- Whence that thislweee tavour comett (0 


Ot roles and of lilyes that | (tell bere 
J 0: though à bad hem in mp bandes two 
The lauout mmnyghc in ine no depper go 
Thelwete (mell. that in my betet I tynde 
Dath chaunged inc all in another bynde 


Ualetian ſapd two ctownes baue we 
D110we worte # role reed/Pl byncth clete 


Whiche that thyne cyen haue no miqut to (4 


Ind as thou ſmmecileſt tho:oug my p;aycrs 
ä dete 
du. 


lande 


MEE: — 
i 
ery 
burce anſwerde/lapeſt thou this to me 
cane e 63 in dzeme/ I herken this 
[Dzernes quod Ualcrian haue we be 

to this tyme/bzother mpn pwps | 
nas at exrſt/our dwceilyng in crouth is 


w wolt thou this  tiburce/4 in what wple 
uod Uglerian/that( hall I the deuple 


| ofgod/ hath me p trouth ptaught 


—— ou ſ halt ſe / it thou wplte tene 

de ydolles and de clene / and els naught 

d of the mpzacle of theſe crownes twep 
ut Imbzoſe in his pzeface lyſt foz to ſep 

——— nods Doctour dero 

xnenderh ii and (apth in this mancre 


be paline ofinarty;Dome foz to receyue 

aynt Cccilp/fultyiled ot᷑ goddes pefte 

de woꝛldt 3 ec det chambze gan ſ he wepus 
penellc Cecup / aud Tybuttes ſ hitte 

o whiche god of his bounte wolde l hyfte 
:0wnes two ot floutes ſwete ſmeilpng 

ad made his auug eil hem the crownes bzing 


be mapdc hath b:ought hem to blyſſe aboue 
be wozloc hath wyd Pit is wozthp cettepn 
tuoci on and chaltyte/ weli foz to loue 

yo (he woe hpm Cecily all open and pleyn 
hat all ydols beu but a thyng in vepn 

N thep be dombt / and thetto they be defe 
charged hym his pbols fo; to let 


ho ſo that troweth nat this a beeſt he is 


uod tho Tiburce/it IC hall nat iy: E 
There nas but o god lozde in(othtaſtnelle 


10 (he gan kyTe his bzeſt/that herde this 
id was full glad/be kouthe trouth y 
his dap I take the tozmpne alye 

ad this bleſſed fapze mapden dere 

d aftcr that i bc (apd/as pe mowe here 


tigt ſo as the ioue of C tyſt quod ſ he 
i this wyſe 


wpit/ thyne ydois diſpyſe 
bzother nod / and the bapepſe 
id make the clene/(o that thou map beyolde 


hat aungels face/ whiche thy bzother of tolde 
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Tiburce anſwerde/ and ſayd dzdther dere 
ut tell ime whpcher dall / a to what man 

— — 2. 
J wyll che lede vnto the pope Urvan 
To Urdan dꝛothet myn Ualerian 
Quod tho Tiburce/ wplt thou me chydet lede 
Me thynucth that it were a wonder dꝛede 


Nc mcane pe nat Ucban / quod he tho 
That is ſo ofte dampned to be deed 

And wonneth in halkes / al wap to and fro 
Ind dare nat ones put fozth his heed 
Men (hulde hum bzenne wa tyʒe ſo reed 
It he were founde / it men might hym aſpp 
And we allo to beate hym company 


And whyle we ſeken that dyuinpte 


That is hyd in heuen pztuelp 


Algate bzent in this wozlde hall we be 
To whome Cecily ani werde bol dely 
Men myght dzede well and (kylifully 
This lyte colote/mpn owne dete bzothcr 
Al this were lpupng onclp / z none other 


But there is better lyfe in other place 

That neuet ſ dall be loſi ne dzede the nought 
Which godd; lonne vs tolde thoꝛow his grace 
That tachets ſonne / hath all thyng wong yt 
Ano all Þ wrought is w a(kyltull thought 
The ghooll that trom the fader gan pꝛocede 
Hach touled hym without aup bꝛede 


By woꝛde and by mpꝛacle be goddes ſonne 
Wan he was in this wozlde beclered here 
That there is other lyte there men map wonne 
No whome anſwecde Cpbutce Olulter dete 
Ae laydeſt thou tigt nowe / in this manere 


And no we of thze/how mapllt þ bete wptueſſ. 


That ſ hall J teu quod ( de 0z that J go 
kyght as a man hath ſapiences thze 
Memoꝛyſengynt / and intellect alſo 
So in luche deyng ol dpuinyte 
The petſones map there ryght well be 
Tho ganl he there full buſply hym pꝛeche 
Ot Criltes(onne/ x of his papnes teche 


And many popntes othts paſſyon 
Howe goddes ſon in this wozide was Wholde 


Todo mankpnde cemtſpon 
That den bounde in 8 and cares colde 


Ill theſe thynges / ſhe vnto /Tyburce tolde 
And after this / C yburtce in good entent 
with Ualerpan / to pope Urban went 


That thanked god / with glad herte ⁊ lyght 
He criſtened hym / z made hym in that place 
iu his lernpng goddes knyght 
nd after this T ibutce gate ſuche grace 
That every dap / he (awe in tyme and(pace 
Che aungell of god / a euery maner bone 
That he god aſked / it was (ped full (one 


t were full harde / by oꝛdet fo; to ſapne 

owe many wonders/ Jeſu foz him wzought 
But at laſt to tell (ho;t and playne 
Che ſergeauntes of the towne hem lought 
Ind hem betozce Almache the pzefect bzought 
Whiche hem appoled / a kne we all her enteuc 
And to the pinage of Jubptet hem Cent 


And ſapd / who ſo wyll do no lac cityſe 
Swap ot his heed / this is my ſentence here 
Ione theſe martyzs/that I pou deupſe 
One Maxpmus / that was an olkpceie 

Ol the pzefectes/and his councelete 

Hein hente / and the (ayntes fozthe ladde 
Yymlelfe he wepte / foz ppte that he hab 


whan Maximus had herde the (ayntes loze 
He gate hym ofthe tourmentours leue 

And had hem to his houſe withouten moze 
And with hegpzechyng/o2 it were cue 

They gan fro the turmentours kfoz to reue 
And fro Waryme/x fro his folke echons 
The faiſe fapthe/to trowe in god alone 


Cecily came / whan it was woxenyght 

With pꝛeeſtes / p hem cryltened all in fete 

And afterwarde/ when day was woreu lyght 
Cecily ſayd hem with a full ſtedfa(t chere 
Rowe Ctyſtes owne knightes lefe 4 dete 
Caſt all away/the werkes of derknelle 

Ano arme pou with axines of bightne lle 


ye haue fo; (othe/ydon a great bataple 
your courſe is done yout fapth hath you còlſet⸗ 
Goth to Þ cxowne of lyfe/Þ may nat tale (ued 
Tye tig ttull Jug / whiche ye haut letuco 
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Shall peue it por : haue it deſcrued 
Ind whan this t g was(apde/as I deupſe 
Men ladde her (23th to doſacrpfyle 


But whan they were to the place pbzougyt 
TotcllcnC!, vztly the c oncluſpon 

They nolde encence/ ne (acrifyle right nought 
But on her knees ſetten hem avoun 

With humble herte and (ad deuocioun 

And loſten bothe her hecdes in the place 

Het loules went to the kyng of grace 


This Maximus that (awe this thyng bety de 
Much pytous teates tolo it anon tigoc 

That he het (oulcs (awe to heuen giyoe 

With aungels/full of clereneile ano iy ght 

Ind with his wozde/conucreed many 4 wpaht 
Xo: whiche Ilmachius dypypinioto bill 
With whyppcs of leads tylt ye Y1S te gr lice 


Cecily hym toke and burped him none 
By Tybi tce and Ualerian othly 
Withu her burpeng place undes the Gone 
And after this Ilmacyius haſtely 

Bad his mpnpitets tetchen openly 
Cecilp lo that ſ he nrpght in bis pictcncy 
Dolacrifyle and Jubptet enccnce 


But they conuerted at het wyfc lo:8 

Wepten full loze and pate tull ctebence 

Unto het worde and etre den moe and mon 
CTryſt goddes tonne whicye wityout bid vi; 
Is very god this is out tentence 

That hach a ſctuaunt (o god him to (rl 
This Wo vopce / wettowenchoungy bent 


Almachius thac herde of this doynge 


Bad ketche Cecilp that he myglit bet te 


Ind aldettyzſt this was bis unge 
What mancr woman arte thou quod be 
am a gentpl woman bone quod be 
alle tue quod he though it the greues 
Dk thy telpgion and of thy belcug 


Why than began ye your queſtyon folily 
Quodlhe that wolde (wo amwers coucdude 
Jn one demaunde pc aiked le wol 

Amache anſwetde to that ſymilycude 

Ot whence cometh thyne aulipere lo rude 
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whence SSChe/whan wasfreyned Ind if thoudzede nat a loche don to here 
— —— Than wyil Jlhewe/ all openip by 


4. ä Thou that haſt made /a full great here 
lmachtus ſapd / ne t ei thou no hede C hou (apelt thy pꝛinces / have yeue the mpght 
m poder che anſ wers dun this Bothe foz to lee /a foz to quychen 8 wygdt 
ur might quod ſ he / is full lytell to dzede That thou mapſt only but lyfe bereue 
$2 euetp motall mannes power nys (Tyou halt none other po wernt no leue 
ut lyke a bladder/full of wynde pops b 


02 with anedels poyuteſ han it is blows But thou mayſt ſaꝝ / thy haue Þ maked 


ap all the doſte of it / be lapde full lowe — deth / foz if thou ſpehe oł mo 
lpeſt /foz thp power is full naked 
ull wzongfully/began thou quod he D0wap thy boloneſſe ſſayd Ylmache tho 


ad in wzonge is pet / all th perſcueranumce And do (acrifpſe to out goddes 02 thou go 
20ſt thou nat howe out pzinces myghtp # fre I teche nat what wꝛonge thou me p2ofer 
aue thus chmaunded/ and made ozdynaunce Foz J can ſuſtre / as can a philoſopher 


Hat euerp cryſten wight/ſ hall haue penaũct 

ut if that he his cryſtendome withſey But that wzonges map I nat endure 

nd gon all quyte/if he wyll it renep Chat thou ſpckeſt of out goddes here quod he 
O Cecily anſwet / o nyte creatute 

aut pztnces etten as pour noblep dothe Thou ſapdeſt no wozde/lyth Þ ſpakeſt tome 

2uod tho Cecile in a wodelentence That I ne kneweitherwith thy nycite 

mac vs gpity/and it is nat (othe And that thou wette / in euery manet wple 


oꝛ pe that knowen well out innocence I lcwde offyccr/and a vapne tuſtple 
0; as moche as We do Ape ccuetence 
o Ctyſt and foz we beate a criſten name Thete lacketh nothyng/ ofchpne bitereyen 


put on vs a cryme and the a blame But thou arte blyndeſfs; thpng that weſe all 
That is a ſtone that men mowe well aſpyen 

zut we that knowen that name ſo That ilke ſtont / a god thou wylt it call 

02 bettudus we may it nat withſe I rede the let thyne hande vpon it fall 

imache an werde cheſe one of thele two And taſte it well/x ſtone thou ſ halt it fynde 

do ſactityſe oꝛ cryſtendome teney pn P thou ſceſt nat / with thpne eyen blynde 


That thou mowe c(capec by that we 
t whiche woꝛde this holp bly(full mayde Itis a ſhame / that the people ſhall 


zan to; to laugh and to the Jugeſapde Ho lkoꝛne the / a laugh at thy folg 

Fo: comenip / men wote it well ouet all 
Jugc conkuled in thy nycete That myghtp god is in his heuens Hye 
oyltc thou that 4 tent innocence N And theſe ymages well thou mapeſt aſppe 
o make mc a wpcked wight quod (he To the ne to hem lelte / map do no pꝛofyte 
o he viſſpmuleth here in audyence Fo; in etlecte / they be nat wozthe ampte 


he (tareth and wodeth/m his aducrtence 
Co whome Ylmache (apd/olely wzetche Tyhes and (uche other wozdes ſayd ſ he 
be woſt Þnat/howe fer my might map ſtretch And he wart wzoth/ a bad men ſhulde het lede 


Home vntyll her houſe / a in her houſe quod he 
aue nat out mpghty pꝛinces peuen Bzennt het in a bath of flames tede 
Co ine / bothe power and auctozite And as he bad / right ſo was it do in dede 
Comakefolke bothe dytn and lyuen foꝛ in a bathe / they gon her faſt ſ hytten 

And npgyt and day / (ye they vnder beten 

The longe nyght/and ehe the day alſo 


Foz all the type / and ehe the great hete 


Che pꝛologe ot the chanons yemar 


he late all colde / and felte no manet wo 
It made her nat a dzope fo to ſwete 
But u that bath / het lyts ſ he mote lets 
F0; Almachius / with a full entent 
Col lee het in the Bathe / his onde to het (ent 


Th:e ſtrokes in the necke he (note her tho 
The tourmentour/ but to no manet chaunce 
He mpght nat (mytehernecke a two 

Aud toz there was that tyme au oꝛdynaunce 
That no manſhuld do to no plon(uch penauce 
Tix fourth troke to ſmyten loſte gy loʒe 
This tourmcntour/ae ducſt do no moze 


But halte decd/ wich her necke coꝛuen there 
He lefte het lye and ou his wey is went 

Tye cryſteu tolke/ whiche that about het were 
with(yetes haue the blode vp hent 

Tyze dapts lpued ſoc ii this tourment 

Ind neuet ccaſed hem tie tayth to teche 

That (he had foſt ted hem / he gan to pꝛeche 


Ind hemChe pafe het mouables a het thyng 
Ind to pope Urban betoke hemtho 
Ino ſayd / 4 aſked this of heuen kyng 

To hauc teippte the daycs andno mo 

To teconiende to pou oz that 1 go | 
Thele loule s id / and that 4 may oo wpzche 
Here of mp youlc/perpetually 4 chp;cye 


Sapne urban / wich his dekens pziuely 
The body tet / and butped it by nyght 
Amonge his othet (aintes honeſtly 

Het houle / ce chyꝛche of laynt Cecily hight 
Dapnt Urban halo wed it as Ye well might 
Ja whiche in to this day / in noble wyle 
Men do to Crilt/and to his(apntes icruyle, 


Chereendeth the Honnes tale / 
and here begynneth the 
pꝛologe ot the cya- 
nons pemaii. 
Eat 
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Han tol' 
W Mide ty oden fully fyue mple 


At Be gte vndet 9 bie vs gan a take 


Aman thatc othed was in cioches blake 
Ind vnde ettz de ware a whyte ſutpiyce 
His hacke ep whiche was of pomtu aryce 
Dol werte he chat wonder was to (> 
Icemed that ge had picked myles the 

A boute the peptteil ſtode the fore full bye 
He was of tome as flecked as a pve 

Thc hackeney ea e ti at his veman todt vpon 
Sol wette/that vnneth myg it he gon 

J male twpfofde/vpon his cropen lay 

It lenico that he catyc d lytell atay 

il lygytfoz (omer/rode this wo2thy man 
Ino iu mpuc hette to wonder $4 began 
what that He was tpll that J vaderitebe 
owe thatiuiscloke was lowee to his ode 
Jo whiche whan J had longe aupted me 
oem d oym (om chanon to: to be 

is halte hynge at his backe do unc by a lace 
Jobe had cyboen moe chan trotee 02 Pace 
e tod e ape pickyng as he were wooe 

I clote {cafe he had layde bon his heve 

5 0:lwotc/and foto kepelcs beech ito bf ite 
254vucu was toy fo tole bymſwcatc 

ts tozhecd D2oppeb as a ſtvilaco:y 

were cull ot plancepr) 02 of petto 

Ind whan he was come hc gan crp 

God laue quod ye this toly company 

4 all haue 4 picked quod lie fo: your | 2þ4 
Bycdule that A wolde you 0uct take 

T 0ryden in this mery company 

Dis ycman was ckec full of curtcly 

Ino lapd lyꝛs nowe in this mozowetyde 
Out of pour holtery 4laweyourrd: 

Ind wariuco here my rode and Lourtayr) 


'Wyhiche that to ryden with rou 18 full tar 16 


J 0; bis dilporte he loucth dalyaunce 

Fcco to; thy watuing god peue Þ good chance 
{7 hanlapd our hooſt certayne it woloe | c114 
@Tiplo:de were wpic +(o Imap well dene 
He is tull iocunde allo dare Fleyp 

C au c ought teil a mety tale o: t wer 

With whicye be glad may this comparnre 
Woo Cp; my loꝛde pe (py; withouten lye 

He can ot mpzthe/and cke of tolyte 

Nat but pnowe alſo (pz truſtery me 

Fad ye him knewe'as well as do 1 

re wolds wouder howe well and craftety 


3 the ipfe of ſapnt Cecile 


The p2ologe ofthe chanons veman. 


werbe asd that i (ondzy v 


Fo: all the 

Be coude all clene tourne vp lo downe 

And paue it ali with ſpluet and with goids 

And whan this peman hath thus tolde 

Unto out hoſt he (ap benedicite 

This thynge is wonder merueplous tome 

Syn tyat thp loꝛde is of ſo hygh pzudence 

Bycaulc of whiche/ ( hulde men hun reuerence 

That of his wozſhyp/recketh he lo lyte 

His oucteſt ſloppe is nat wozthe ampte 

As in eſtecte to hym ſo mote Jgo 

It 1s all baudy and to toꝛe allo 

Why is thy loꝛde lo ſluttyſſhc / I the piep 

And ot power is bettet clothe to bey 

Itthat his dede acco2de with his lpeche 

Tell me that and that I the bileche 

why quod this yeman, wherto aſke ye of me 

God helpe meſo/toz he ſ hall r:cuer the 

But J wyll nat auo we that Jliay 7 

Ind thertoze/kepe it ſectete 4 you pꝛay 

He is to wple in fapthe/as | belcue 

(That is ouer do it wyll neuet pꝛeue 

And right as cletues ſaynt / it is a dice 

Wherfoze in that / I holde him le we 4 ny-ce 

Fo: whan a man hath outet great a wyt 

Full ofte it happeth him to myſle vie it 

o doth my lo2zde/x that me greueth (0ze 

God it amende/ I can (ap no 1moze 

{TyerS;e no foʒce good O our hoſte 

Syn of the connyng ol thp lozde thou bolts 
Tell howe he dothe / tell on no we hardely 

rue u ſo ctaſty and ſo dy 


where dwell pe / (> it to tell be 
In the ſubdardes of a tone quod he 
L urkpng in hernes/and in lanes blynde 
\wher as thele robbers/3 thele theues dy kynde 
Holden her fratfull pnuy reſydence 
Is they that date nat ſ hewe her pꝛeſence 
Ho fate we / if we Chal! (ay the ſothe 
Nowe quod our hoſt /ict me talke tothe 
Why arte thou ſo diſcoloured in thy face 
pe de / god ytut it harde grace 
am ſo vied the hote fp2e to blowe 
hat it hath chaunged mp colour I trowe 
Jam nat wont in no mpꝛrout to pzp 
But ſẽwynke ſoze and letne to multiply 
We blound:en euet / and pozen in the kfyzs 
And foz all that we faylen of our deſp;e 
Fo; cuer welacke out concluſton 
To mphkle folke we do illuſion 
And bozowe golde / be it a de 02 two 
O ten oztwelue oz manplomesmo 
And make hem wene at leſte wap 
That ot a pounde/ we coude make twap 
It is falſc and ape we haue good hope 
It foꝛ to do / and after it we grope 
But that ſcience is ſo farre vs befozne 
Wie mowen nat / ali though we had it (won 
I ouet take it flyte a wap ſo faſte 
t wyll vs make beggers at laſte 
Wyhple this peman was thus in his talk yng 
This chanon dꝛe we him nere / herde al thyng 
Whicye this yeman ſpake / foʒ ſuſpecion 
Ok mennes lpeche / euet had this chanon 
Fo; Caton ſapth / he that gyltp is 
Demetzh all thing to be ſpoken otfthim pwps 
That was the cauſe / he gan ſo nigh dzawe 


To this ptman / to hcrken all his (awe 


And thus de ſayd to his pt᷑man tho 
Holde thou thy pcace / ⁊ ſpce no woꝛdes mo 
Fo; it thou do tgouſ halte it dete abye 
Thou (klaundzeſt me / hett in this p 
And eke diſcoucreſt i chat thou i huldeſt — 
ye quod our hoo / teil on what ſo betyde 
Ot all his thꝛetyng recke thou nat a mytt 
gn fapth quod he / no moze J do but lyte 

nd whan this chanon ſawe it wolde nat be 
But that his peman wolde tell his pꝛiuyte 
Ye fled awap/foz verp (0z0we and ſhame 
A ha quod the peman / here (ball rple a game 
All that I can/anone I wpll pou tell 
Syn he is gont / the foule tende him quell 


Thetalteofthe chanons peman. 


Foz neuer here aſtet / wyll I with him mete 
Fo; pen ne fo; pounde / J pou behete 

He that me fitſt bzought to that game 

Oꝛ that he dye / loꝛowe haue he and (hame 
Fo: it is erneſt to me by mp fapth 

That tele I well / what that any man (apth 
And pet foz all my ſmette / and all my grefe 
Fo: all my ſoꝛowe / labout / and milchete 

I coude neuet leaue it in no wple 

Nowe wolde to god my wyt might ſuffyle 
To tellen all that longeth to that arte 


But natheleſſe ll I tell a parte 
Syn that mp! is gone I wyll nat ſpace 
Suche thing s J kuowe/ J wyll vectare, 


Che. cendeth the pꝛologe of the 
chanons peman / and here 
folo weth his tale. 
S 


Ith this chanon J dwelled ſeuen pete 
w And ok his ſſcience am Jneucr the nete 
All that had ] haue loſt therby 
And god wote ſo haue mo than J 
There as I was wont to be right freſſh + gay 
£Ofclothinge/and of othec good aray 
Nowe map I were an hole vpon mp heed 
ino where mp colour was bothe freſſhe x reeb 
Nowe it is wanne and of a leden hewe 
Who lo it vſeth / ſoʒe (hall he rewe 
Ind of mp ſwinke pblent 1s mpn eye 
Lo ſuche auauntage/1it is to multipipe 
That l lyding ſcience hath made me lo bare 
That J haue no good! where that cuct | fare 
Ind yet Pam endetted ſo ſoꝛe therby 
Of golde that J bozo web trewly 


That whyle T lyus/F (hall © quite nene 

L £t cuery man beware by mc to! ecuce 

What maner man that calteth him thcrto 
{the contynut J holde his chatten do 

Jo helpe me god therby! hall bc nat panne 
But cnpep:chis purte + make his weit ane 
Ind whan he thzough his madnelic + toly 
Hach loſt his otvne good th:0ugh iwopatoy 
Chan he crciteth other folke thetto 

To leſe theit good as he hin icltc bath do 
$0: vnto w2etches/10ye it is and ca 

To haue their felawes in payne x dileale 

F 0: thus was J ones lerned of a clerks 

"t that no charge I wpll (peke of our werbe 
han we be there, as wel hall ercrcxe 

Out clupllhecrafte we lems wondze wpic 
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termes ben(s d quepnte Out lampes bztnne ntght and dap 
| wo feynce To bzinge aboute out crafte/ifÞ we map 
5 eche pzopoxpon Our furneps che / of calcinacioun 
thynges / whiche we wozke vpon Ind of waters aldifycacioun 
As on fpue oꝛ (pre vaces map well be Unlleclyd lyme/chalke/glepze of anepe 
Of (luer/9z (ome other quantptc Poudres/dpuers allyes/donge/pylle/x clepe 
And buſ me to tell pou the names, - Dered pottes / lalte petp;/vpteriole 
Of Oꝛpement / bent bones icon ſquamces And dpuers fpzes/made of wodde & cole 
That in to powder/ grounde be tuli (mall Sall tartpz/ alcolp/and (all pzeparace 


And in an erthen potre/howe put is all 

And lalte pety2/and alſo papyꝛe 

Bykozne theſe powders that | (pcke of here 
And well ycoueted with a lampe of glas 
And of moche other thyng / whiche Þ there was 
And ot the pottes and glalles enlutyng 
That of the eye / might palle out nothyng 
And of the fy2c ea(y/and (mert allo 

Whiche that was made oi thecare and wo 
That we had in our matets (ublymyng 
nd in amalgamyng and calcenyng 

Ot quickplucr clepeo Metcutp cruve 

F 0: all out ſlyghtes we can nat conclude 
ur 0:pcment and lubipmed mercury 
Our grounden lytarge/cke on the perkury 
Otkechc of hem of vices a cettapne 

Nat helpeth vs our labourc is in vapne 
And che out lppzites alcencioun 

Nc our matets that lyen all fire adoun 
way in our wo;kpng/nothpnge auaple 
Fe loſt is all our laboure and trauaple 
And all the colt a twenty dyucll wap 

Is loſt allo whiche we on it lay 

Joꝛthete is allo full manp another thyng 
That is to out craftc appertapnyng 
Ttiough J by oꝛdꝛe them tehetſe ne can 

By cant that F am a le wde man : 
pet wyll I tell hem as they come to mynde 
Though Ine can nat ſette hem in het kynde 
Is bole armonyacke/veerdegrece/bo;as 
And ſondꝛy veſſelties/made ot etthe and glas 
Out vꝛinales and out duſcenſozies 

Uioles croſſolettes and (ublymato;ies 
Conturbitees/and alembykes eke 

Ind other (uche/dere pnoug a lee 

Nat nedeth it to reherce hem all 

Waters/ and bulles gall 
Aenpbe / ſall armonpahe / and bumſtone 
And herdes ekt / coude J tell many one 

As valerian / and lunary 

And other ſuche / it that me lyſt to tary 
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I wpll you tell as me was taught alſo 


Let him apcre/and were a phplolophet 


And combuſte matets / and coagulate 

Cley made w hozſe donge/manes heet 0; oyle 
Ot tattte alym / glalle/ berme woꝛte / at gule 
tzolealgar/and other maters enbibynge 

And cke ot our maters encozpozinge 

Ind of ouc(yluer cytrynacion 
Ourlementynge/and allo fermentacyon 
Our ingottes teſtes / and many mo 


The. ini. ſpitites and the bodyes (cucn 
Bp 02dzc/as I herde my lozde neuen 
The tyꝛſt (ppzite/quiclpluer clepeo is 
The leconde Oꝛzpement the thy:de p wp9 
Sal atmonpak and the fourth b:umitone 
The bobyes(cupn/loke hem here anone 
Dole golde is and Luna lyluet we thzepe 
Mats pzcn/ Mercury quicliluce we clepe 
Dacurnusleadc/and Jubitet is tpn 

Aud Ucnus copet / by mp fader ky 

This curled crafte/ who wyll ctetcyſe 

He l hall no good haue / p him may (utfpſe 
1 92 all che good he lpeandeth there about 
He lelt ( hall) the tot haue J no doute 

Who lo that lyſteth vttet his folye 

L ct,him come tozth/+terne to multiplye 
And cuerp man/Þ hath aught in his cole 


P2:eclt o; chanon oz any other wpghte 
Though he (yt at his boke/ dap ano npght 
In letnyng ofthis clupllhe nyce loze 

Ill is in vapne and parde mochyll moze 
Is to lerne alewde man this lubtylite 
Fye/(pcke not therof it wyll nat be 

41d can he lettrure / oz can he none 

Is in ettecte he ſ hall it all ona 

Fo; bothe two / by my lauacion 

C oncluden in multpplicacion 

All lyche well / whan they haue all do 
This is to lap they faplen bothe two 

pct fo:gate Ito make tehetſaple 
Ot waters cotoſpt᷑e / and of lymaple 


The tale of the chanons yems / 


Aud of bodpes molltficacton 

Jud alſo of det enduracion 

Oyles ablactons / metall fuſible 

Co tell pou all / it wol de palle any bibſe 
That o werte is thert̃oze / as f̃oʒ the beſt 

Ok theſe names no we woll I we ret 

Fo: as tro ve /I baue tolde pnowe 

To teyſe a fende / all loke he neuet ſo tome 
3 nay/let be the philolophets ton 

Elirer we clepen/weſekenfaſt echon 

Foz had we hym / than were we ſiket pnowe 
But vnto god of heuen I make auowe 

Fo: all out crafte/whan we haue all ydo 

And all out fl eyght / de wyll nat come vs to 
He hath made vs (pende moche good 

foꝛ ſozowe thecof/almoſt we weren wood 
But that good hope crepeth in our gerte 
Suppoſyng euer though we ſoze ſmerte 
To be teleued by hym aftet warde 

Suche ſuppoſyng and hope is ſhatpe # hatde 
T warne you weit is to ſeken euer 

That future temps / hath made men diſſleuet 
In ttuſt therof/all that cuet they had 

yet of that atte j they konne nat were ſad 

fo: vnto hem it is a bytter (wete | 
So ſemeth it/fozne had thep but a ſhete 
Whiche chat mpght wꝛappen hem pnne a uyght 
Ind a bzatte to walker ynne by dap lyght 
Thcp wolde it ſelle / and ſpende it in this crafte 
They can nat ſtynte / tyll nothyng de lafte 
And euet moze/where euer that they gon 
Men map hem kenne/bp (mell of dꝛymſton 
{02 all the woꝛlde thep ſtynkpn / as a gote 
et (auour is (0 rammpllhe and ſo hote 

T hat though a man / a myle from hem be 

T ht lauout wolde enfecte hem truſteth me 
Lo / thus by ſmellyng / and thzedbare atay 
If that men ſyſt / theſe foſke kno we they map 
Ind it a man woll axe hem pnueiy 

Why they de clothed ſo bnthayftely 

Ryg ut anone they woll cowne in bis cre 
And layen it that they aſpyed were 

Men wolde hem lle by cauſe of het ſcienct 
Lo thus theſe fome betrapen fnnocence 
Palle ouet thts! Þ go my tale bnto 

Cre that the pot be on the fp;epdo 

Ind metaſles/a certapn quantite 

y lo:de hem tempzeth! and no man but he 
Howe is hr gon Y dare ſay boſvely 

10:as men ſap he can do craftelp 


Ilgate Þ wot! be hath ſuche a name 
Ind per fuller .«£ yerenneth in the blame 

Ind wptep jowt full ofte it fateth (9 

Thc pot te 32cketh and farewell allis do 
The met leg ben of ſo great violence 

Our waiics mowe nat make dem reſtſtence 
But if they were wꝛought of lpme and dont 
C dep perſenſo!/and thꝛo we the wall they gone 
And (ome ot hem ſynke do wne in to che groũde 
Thus haue we loft by tyme many a pounde 
And ſome arſkatered/ all the flour aboure 
Soraelepen in to the tot withouten dont 
Though that p fende l out (tght hym nat ſy v 
Ittowe that he with vs be that ylke ſh; we 
FJnahyell where he is loꝛdt and ſitt 

Ne is there moze woinerancour ne Fre 

whan that our pot is bzokenlas T haue ard 
Cuerp man chpt/and holbeth hym cup!l 2p 175 
Someſapd it was of the fyꝛe makpng 
HDomeclapbnay!/ it was of the blowpng 
Chan was T ferde fo: that was mpn office 
Otta we quod the thy;de pe be ſcude 417 ce 
It was nat tempꝛed as it ought to be 

Aap quod the koutthe ſtente 3 herbenert; me 
Bycauſe our fyꝛe was nat made with becte 
What is the caule/and other none ſitheche 

can nat tell where on tt dae glongte 

But well J wote gteat (trpfe rs vs m 
What quod my lozde therets no moses 
Of thele patillts T wpil beware crete 
Jam ryght (iker that the pot wasctalcd 

Be as be may de ve nat amaſed 

Js vlagets ſetlwept the flour (withe 

Pluckc vp out hettes and de glad and d 5t 
Tic mulloke on an hepe (lweped was 

Yiid on ihe flour caſte a canuas 

And all the mulloke in alyde yrh;owe 

Ind likted and ptked many a th;o we 

Darde quod one/ſomwhat of our metal! 

yet ia thett hete though we haue nat all 

Ind though thts thyng i my( Happed hath 2s 
Inother tyme it map be well yo we 
Wwe muſt put our good in aducnture 

I marchaunt parde may nat are endure 
T rultery me well in his pꝛoſpctite 
Domtymec bis goodes den dꝛenched in the lee 
Ind ſomtpyme it comech lauft dato londe 
Peacc ay my ſoꝛd the nette tyme Iwyll onde 
To bꝛying our cratre all it! another plyte 

Jad but Ido ſits let me haut the wyte 


N... 
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The taleof the chanons peman- 


There was a defaute[(nlomwhat well I wote 
I notherſapd / tycfpze was ouer hots 

But be it hote 03 colde/J date (ap thts 

Chat we concluden euet moe amps 

We faplen alwap/of that we wolden haue 
Ind in out mabacſſe/ cuermoze we caue 
And whan we be togyder | 
Euerp man ſemeth as wyſc as Salomon 
But all thyng/ whiche thacſhyneth as golde 
It is no golde / as I baue herdetolde 
Ne euerp appyll that (sfapze atepe 
Npsnat good / what ſo we clappe oz ctye 
Rygbht ſo it fareth among vs 
He that ſemech wyſeſt by l wett Jeſus 
s moſte fole / whan it cometh to the pzefe 

d he that ſemeth trueſt is a theke ' 
That ſhall ye knowe/oz that I from pou wende 
Be that my tale be tolde bato an ende 

There was a chanon of religion 

Imong vs] wold enkecte alla toun 

Though it were as great as was Nyntue 
Kome/ Ily(aunder/ Trope'v;z other thic 

His ſleygutes and his infinit falſcneſſe 

At coude no man wzpten as Jgelſlec 

Though that he bt Ipue a thoulande pete 
In all the wozlot of falſeneſſe nys his pete 
Fo: in his tetmes he wyll hÞ/1ſo wynde 

And ſpcke bis wozdes in ſo il ply kpnde 

Whan ye comen (hall with anp wyght 

That he woll matze hym dote anone rpght 

But it à fendt be ag hym ſelte is 
Full many a man hath he begyled cre this 

And wolli if that he lyuc may a whyle 

Ind pet men ryde and gone many a myle 

Nym ko to ſetze and haue hig acqueyntaunce 
Nat knowyng of his falſe gouetnaunce 

Ind it yelpſteto ꝓcut me audience \ 
J wyll it tell / here in pour pꝛeſence 
But wozſhypfull chanons tiligvous 

Ne demeth nat that I iclaunder pour hous 
All though mp tale of a chanon be 
Ok euety 0:dze ſome ſhꝛe we is parde 
As god fo2bede that all acompany 
Shulde rewe aſpnguler mannes foly 
Co ſclaunder you is nothyng mn entent 
But to cozrecre that is mys went 

This tale was nat onelp tolde fo; you 
But eke fo; othet mo i pe wot well how 
That among Chziftes apoſtles twelue | 
There was no traptour/but Judas hm ſelue 


Than why ſhulde the cemengunt haue 8 blame 
That gyltleſſe were/bp you I lay the ſame 
Saue onelp this / tt pe wyll herken me 

It arip Judas in pour couent be 
Remeueth hym betpmes / J pou rede 

It (hame oꝛ loſſe map cauſen anp dzede 

Ind be nothyng diſpleaſed / I pou pꝛay 

But in this caſe/herken what IA lay. 


n London was a pzeclt annuelere 
That therin had d weite manp a pete 

wyhiche was lo plelaunt / and ſo letuilable 

Unto the wyfe whete as he was at table 

T bat (he wolde ſulfre hym nothyng to pap 

Fo; bozde ne clothyng / wente he neuet ſo gap 

And ſpendyng liluet ſhad he ryght yno we 

Therof no foꝛce /in plelauncet went his plo we 

But fo2 to tell pou foʒthe of this chanon 

That bꝛought this pzeeſt to confuſion 

This falſe chanon came vpon a dap 

Unto the pꝛeſtes chambze/ where he ld 

Beſechyng hym to lene hym a cettayu 

Of golde and he wolde qupte hym agapn 

Lene me a matke quod he/but dayes the 

At mp dap I wyll(auns fayle quyte it the 

Ind if (o be-thou fynde me than fals 

Inother dap hange me by the hals 

This pꝛeeſt hym tone a mate xthat as ſwithe 

Ind this chanon hym thanked ofte lithe 

Ind toke his leue and went fozthe his wap 

And at thitde dap bꝛought his money 

Jad te this pꝛeeſt he toe this golde agas n 

Wherof this pꝛecſt was wonder glad 3 fapn 

Cettes quod he nothyng anopeth me 

To leut a man an noble oz two oz thze 


Oz what thyng were in mp polleſſzon 


Whan he is ſo true ot condicion 

That in no wyſe / he bꝛeke wyll his dap 

To luche a man IAcan nat ſap nay 

what qð this chanon / ſhulde J be vntte we 
Nap that were a chpng fallen of ne we 
Trouthe is athpng that I woll cuer kepe 
In to that dap / in whiche J ſhallcrepe 

In to mp gtaut oz els Chʒiſt foꝛbede 
Belyueth this / as liket as the crede 

God J thanke/ and in good tyme be it ſapde 
T hat there nas neuer man pet eupll papde 
Fo: golde ne ſuluerſthat he me lente 

At neuet falſ hede / in my herte I ments 
And ſit quod he / no we ot my pztucte 


Saeed a@&Salw 3 ues 


J 


The tale of the chanons pem/ | 

Syn pe ſo good lyche haue be to me Fo: quycſilu t we hadde ff anon 
Jad kpdeth to meſo great gentylneſſe And let bhp ,yng bnces two 02 thꝛe | 
Somwhartoquyte with your kyndeneſſe And whar! e cometh/ as faſt pc ſhullſe | | 
L wyll you ſhewe/if that ye lyſt hett F wonde! (ypnig /whiche vt ſa we ntutt 0: this I's 

wyll you teache plenet the matcre Sit qu o the preeſſ it ſhalbe do pwys 7, 
Howe Jcan woꝛken in philoſophye He bad yis ſeruaunt fet hym this thyng HER. 
Take good hede/peſhull well ſtyn at eve And he alredp was at dis bydoyng | | | 
That I wyll a maiſtty do o J go Ind went hym fozthe! and tame anon agapne if (i 
pe ſit quod the pꝛeeſt / and woll ye ſo with this qupcſiſuet ſhoztlp fo: to ſeyne at | 
Mary therof I pꝛay pou hertelp And toke the bnces the to the chanon 1 
At pour commaundement ſit truly And he hem leyde well and fayze adoun 138 
Quod the chanon/and eis Chꝛiſt fozbede Ind dad the ſetuaunt co les fo: to bꝛyng ! it 
Lo howethisthefe coude his ſetuyſe bede T hat he anone myght go to dis wong 1 
Full ſothe it is that ſuche pꝛofte d ſeruiſe Tye coles ryght anone were pfet | | 
Stynketh / as witneſleth the olde wple And this ct anon tokt out acroſſelet 1 
And hat ryghtſone/ I woll it vetiſy Ol his doſom and ſhe vde it to the pꝛecſt 1 
In tis chanon / rote of all ttechetp This inſtrument q he whtche that thou ec i 1 
That euet moꝛe delpte hath and gladneſſe Take in thy hande and put thy [elfe theryn | 
uche fendly thougytes in his herte impꝛeſſe Of this quycſrſuer an vnce and begyn | 
Howe chziſtes people he map to miſchite bzyng Inthe name of chꝛiſt te were a philoſopher | 
God kepe vs from his falſe diſſimulpng here he full ft we whiche Þ wolde it c:0fer 
Nought wyſt this pꝛeeſt with whom ß he delte To (he we hem thus mochte of mp (ctence 
At ot his harme compng nothyngyc kelte Fo; bete ſhull vt ſe by crperience 
O ſely pꝛeeſt o (elp innocent That this quycyluer J woll mottfyc 
With couetpſe anone thou (halbe blent Ryght in yourſyght anone withouren ly 4 
O arateleſſe / full blynde is thy concept JI ib makeitas good (1)uer and 485 fyn 
Nothyng arte thou ware of his dilceyt Ig there is any in pour purſc 02 my 
Whiche that this fore/ ſhapen hath to the Oels where/and make it mally abic 
His wyle his wzenches thou maiſt nat He And cls holde me fals and vnſtab'e 
Whettoꝛe to go to the concſuſ ion Imongefolke /fo2 cuet co apere 
That fefccreth to thy confuſion baut a poud2e that coſte me dete 
Unhappy man / anone I wyll me bye Shai make al! good fo: it is cauſe 0f 211 
To tellen thyn vnwyt and thy folye My connpng/ whiche F you ſever ha 
And eke the faſſeneſſe of that other wzctche Nordeth your man and lit bym be wart 0427 
Is ferfozthe as mp connyng woll ſtretche Ind ſuyt the doꝛe wies we be there a5 045 
Thytschagnon was mp loꝛde pe wolde wene Ourp:tuite'thatno man vs aſpy 
Str hoſt in fepth/and by heuens quent \whelcs that we wozke 11 this phrlocopor | 
It was another chanon and nat he Fil as he bad/fulfyſied was in dede 
That can an hundzed folde moze(ubttite This ylke ſetuaunt anone out pede 
Ne hath betraped fo e manp a tyme Ind his mayſtet ſhyt the doꝛes anont 
Ok dis kaſſeneſſe / it dwelleth me to ryene And to her labour (pede!y they gonc 
Cuer whan TJCſpeke of dis fallebede Thisp:eerft at this curſed chanons byddyng 
foꝛſhame ot bym/mechekes weren rede pon the fyꝛe rpght anon (ct this thyng 
Algates they begynnen fo: to glowe Ind die we the fyꝛe and buſted hymn fr)! ral 
Foz teedneſſe haue J non! ryght well J kno'we Ind this chanon in to the croſfelet caſt 
In myviſage/foz fumes diuetce J poud:e nat Intuet where of it was 
Of metall woiche ye haut herde me teherte pmade of chalke / 0; of erthe 0: of glas 
Conſumed and waſted hath e reedneſſe O: (om what eſs was nat worrhe a five 
Nowetaketh hede of this c11270ns cutſedneſſe Co blynde with thts pꝛteſt and dad dym bye 
Ott quod he to the p:eeſt/lette your man gon @The coles fo; to couchyn all aboue 
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Foz ta tokeneng that I the lens Fo; of the lyght he no 
Muod this chanon / chyu dandes two And whan this alaampſtte ſa we bis tym 
ball wozke all tung that here ſdall be do Ayſe vp ſit pꝛeeli he ſayd auone ⁊ ſtande by ms 
Graune mercy qb che pzeeſt ix was eight glad And foꝛ I wote well yngot baue yt none 
And couched the coles as the chanon bad Sothe walketh fozthe # bzyngeth a chalkeſtons 
And whyle he buſy was / this fyudelp wette Fo; I wpil make of it the ſame ſhappe 
This falſe chanon / che foule fende hym fetch DT hat au pngot is / if it map happe 
Out of dis boſom} coke a bechyn cole Ind bꝛyng cke with you a bolle 03 gpanne | 
In whiche full (ubtilly was made an bole Full of water/and pe (hull wellſe thanne 
Ind thetin was put of (tuerlymaplie Howe that our buſpneſſe ſhall thapue x pzeue 
An vnce/and topped was withouten fav le And pet fo2 pe ſhall baue no myſ beleue 
The hole with were / to kept the ſymapil pn Ne wꝛong concept of me / in pour abſence 
And vndetſtandeth that this falſe gyn I wyll nat be out of pout pzeſence 
Mas nat made thers but it was ma de befoze But go with vou / and tome with pot! agayn 
Ind other thynges that I pou tall (haſlmoze c he chambꝛe doꝛe ſhoꝛtip foz to ſayn 
Here aftet / whiche that he with hym bzought (They openev and ſhpt / and went het way 
Et he cam there bym to begple he thought , Ind fozthe with hem thep toke the kep 


na vnderſtod 


reer 


Aud ſo he dyde / oꝛ that thep pede atwpnne And comen apen without anp delap 

T pl] he had terned hym he coude nat twynne What ſhulde J tary all the long dap 

It dullerh me han that J of hym (pcke He toke the chalke and ſhoppe it in wple 

Ot bis talſehede fayn wolde I me w2cke Ol an pngot / as Iſhall you deupſe 

It I wyſt ho we but he is here and there (ap be toke out of his owne ſl tue 


Heis (o vattaunt he abpdeth no where tepne of (tluer eupilmote he cheue 


Buttaketh hedelits / fo: goddes loue Whiche that ne was but an bnce of wepght 


4 
He tott his cole / cf whiche I (pakeaboue And taketh hede nowe of bis curſed leyght 0 
Ind in bis hade he bare it pꝛiuei⸗ He ſhop his yngot in length and in bzede 1 
Ind whples tis pꝛeeſt couched bulelp Ol this teyn withouten anp d;ede J 
T hecoles as Þ pou tolde oz this Soflyghly that the pꝛeeſt it nat aſpyde * 
This chanon ſayde ftende/ye do amy And in his tue agapu he gan it byde A 
Tuts is nat couched as it ought to be And from the fyze he toke bp the matete I 
But lone I (hall amenden it quod he And in the yngot he put it with merp chets p 
Nowe let me medic ther with but 8 wbpic Aud in to the water veſTell he it caſt * 
Fo: of you I baue pyte by ſaynt Gyle — Whan that bym lyſt / and bad the pꝛceſt as faſt E 
yt be ryght hot F ſe ho we pe(were L.oke what thete is put in thy hande grope N 
Haue hete a clothe and wype away the wett Thou ſhalt fynde thete ſiiuet as I hope 7 
Ind whiles the pꝛeeſt wyped his face bat dpuell of hellſhulde it cls be ki 
This chanon toke bis cole with (0zp grace \ Sbaupng of ſiluet / ſiluer ts ſit parve 3 
And leyde it aboue vpon the myd warde Ye put bis hande in and toke vp atepne Fa 
Ol the crollelet / and dlewe well afterwarde Ok (pluer fpne/and glad in cuety beyns T 
Typll that the coles / gan faſt to bzenne Blythe was this pzceſt/ whan he ſawe it was lo T 
Ho we peut vs dzynke quod the chanon thanne Goddes biclpng and his allo pe 
Is(wypthe! all ſhalbe well J bndertake And all halo es / haue pe ſit n El 
Syt we dont / and let vs mery make Sapd this pzeeſt/ and I ber maliſon N 
And whan that this chanon bis bechyn cole But and yt boucheſauke to teache it me 
Bad bzought/and the out of the hols bis noble crafte/and this ſubtilte 

n to the croſſelet it yl auone down J wyll be pour man im all that ever I map 
ſo it mul} nedes by reaſon Quod this chanon/pet woll I make aſap 
Spn it ſo euen abous couched was T de ſeconds tyme that pe mowe take heds 
But therof myſi the pzeeſt no thyng [alas And be erpecrt in this at your ned 
Another dap allap in mu tc 


the denen all the coles licht good 


The tale ot the chanons ver 


- 
This diſcipline and this crafty ſcience 

Let take another vnc quod he tho 

Ot quicſiluer / without woꝛdes mo 

And do ther with / as ye haue do 03 this 

with that othet / whiche that nowe ſiluer is 
The pꝛeeſt (pm buſpeth/all that euer be can 
Do do as this chanon this curſed man 
Comaunded hym/ and fa(t dle we the fp2c 
Joꝛ to come to the effecte of his deſyꝛe 

And this chanon / tyght in this meane whyle 
J tedp was / this pꝛeeſt for to begyle 

41d fo: countenaunce! in his hande bare 

J holo we ſticke / take kepe and beware 

jn the ende of whiche / an vnce and moze 
Of (Wuer lymapll put (as ſapd is befozc) 
was in his cole / and ſtopped with were well 
Foz to kepe in his Iymapyll euery dell 

Ind while the pꝛeeſt was in his buſpneſſe 
This chanon with his ſtictzt gan it dzeſſe 
To hym anone and his pouder caſt yn 

Ig he dyd erſt / the dyuell out of his ſkyn 
Hym tourne / I pꝛay to god fo: his falſehede 
ſoꝛ he was euer falſe in thought and deds 
id with his ſticke aboue his croſlelet 
© hat was oꝛdeyned with that falſe get 
De (tired the coles tyll all relent began 

The were ayenſt the fp:e/as every man + 
But it a fole be/wote well tt muſt nede 
Inp all that in the ſticke was out pede 
And in the croſſelet haſtelp fel 


Nowe good ſits / what wyſl pe bet than well 
han that this pꝛeeſt was thus begyled agayn 
Suppoſyng nought but trouthe / lothe to ſayn 


He was ſo glad J can nat expꝛeſſe 

Inno panet his myzthe and his gladneſſe 
Ind tothe chanon he pꝛofeted eftſone 

Body and good / pe quod the chanon anone 
Though Ibe poꝛe crafty! thou ſhalt me fyride 
J warne the well / yet is there moe behynde 
Is there any copꝛe here pn quod he 

ye quod the pꝛetũſſit Ittowe there be 

Els go dye vs ſome and that as ſwythe 
Nowe good ſit go foꝛthe thy wap and bythe 
De went his way/and with his coppꝛe came 
And the chanon in his bande it name 

Ind of that coppꝛe / he weyed out an vnce 
All to ſimple is mp tonge to pꝛonounce 

As to myniſtet of my wyt the doubleneſſe 
Of this chanon rote of al cutſedneſſe 


Ne ſemed frendly to hem! xne we hym nought 


But he wae 
It werpet ne to teſſ ot his faiſenefCe 
And neth eſſe yet woll I it expꝛeſſe 


Do tha cutent that men mo we beware therby 


Ind fo none other cauſc truely 

He puc this vnce of cop ꝛe in hig crofſciet 

And on the fyꝛe as( wythy he it ſet 

Ind caſt in poudꝛe made the pꝛeeſt to blo we 
And in his woꝛkyng fo to ſtoupe lowe 

Is he dyde ert and all was but a Japc 
Nyqht as hym lyſt che pꝛeeſt he made his ape 
Ind after in the yngot he it caſt 

Ind in the panne put it at laſt 

Ok watet and in he put his owe hande 
And in his ſleue / as ye befozne hande 

Herde me teil / he had cf liluer a teyne 
Beilyahly toke it out this cutſed herne 
Un\wcerpng of the pze*\t of thts falle craft 
And in che pannes botom he tt laft 

And in the water tumbelctii to and fro 

Ind wondcr pryuchn te toke voy allo 
Thecoprcteyn!/ nat knowyng the p2cet} 

And hyd tt and Hym hent by rhe belt 
Indtohymſpakc/ ano thus heſayyingam: 
Dtoupeth a do wut by god ye be to blam 
Helpe mc nowe/ as Þ dyd you where 
Nut in your hande and !loketh what 157575 
This p2eeft toke vp this ſiſuet teyn ano 
And than ſayd the chanon let vs gon 

With theſe. 11i.teynes which d we baut wo 
Toſomegold(impthe/ toloke if they be 0119 
F 0: by mp fepth J nelbe for mpn Hood 

But ik they were (thaer/ fone and good 

Ind cthac as(wythe'p:cucd it ſhall be 

Unto the gold({mpthe with thee revnes hee 
They went and put the teynes 1:1 aiTar 


To tyꝛe and hamet myghtno man (a7 1127 
But that they were as hem ought to be 
This lotted pꝛeeſt who was gladder than 


Was neuer by:de aladder avenſt the day 
Nenrgh(y1gale- in the ſcalon of Pap 
Was neuer none that veſt lyſt tolyugs 
Ne lady kiftper incatoſynge 
Or fo: toſpeke of loue 02 wonranhede 
Neknyght in acmes done a hardy dede 
Toftanden in grace ot dis lady dere 
Than had this pꝛeeſt this (0p crafre to ſete 
Ind tothe chanon thus heſpake and (avde 
That to: the lone of god that to: vs all der de 
Ind as {map deſetuec it vnto yowe 

.it. 


y boche in herte and thought 


. 


Co foutme and pepntr erthely creatuse s 
Argdt as me lyſt faz ali tbyng in my cure is 
— — — 

d foz mp one no thy2g woll J arc 
Mp loꝛde and I de fully of acco:de 
made der to the wo:ſhyp of mp loade 
o do Þ ail mpn other creatures 
Of what colours they de oꝛ what figures 
Thus( me / that natute woldeſepe 
Th was of. rit.yere age and tweye 
In whtcye that aature / had ſucde de: vtt 
IJ 02 rygyras de can peynte a [yly whyce 
And rodp as a role with ſuche peynture 
Dye pepated hath thts noble creature 
Et (be wag done vpon bet lymmes fre 
Where as bp xygbt ſuche coloursſhulde be 
And Phebas dped had hct treſſes greate 

L pke to the ſtteme 5 ↄf dis burned heat: 
And it that ercellent was cf heautt 
I thouſande folde moze vertuous u 27 be 
In het nc lact.cth no condicton | 
Cattery gahopictecton 
As well in body as goſt cha was iu 
Fo: whiche ſhe loured in dirt. 
With al! bhumtte and aotttacnce 
wwit!) all atemper aunce and pactence 
Wity meaure ekeanb bre of arap 
Dilctete ſhe wag in an{ wereng alway 
She was as wyſt as Palſas dare Iſ(tynt 
Der facounDte tt fun womatp and pleprc 
N one counterfered termes had (be 
Toleme wyſc but aſtet her truce 
Sbheſpake and all het wo;des 4;202t tleſle 
Sowunyn in vertue and in gentyme c. 
Shamefaſt ſhe wis tn mar dens (hamfaſtncite 
C onſt ant in herte and cuer in buſtneſle 
To diyue het out of pldcflougardzp 
Bachus had of her mouthe no maiſtry 
F o2 wyne and pouthe dothe clenus encrece 
As men in fpze wyll caſt oyle 0: grece 
And of her owne bertue bnconſtrapned 
She hath full ofte tymes het ſicue feyned 
Foz that (be wolde flye the company 
Where lpkeip was to tteten of folp 
As is atfeſtes/ tceuelſlt s and daunces 
That ben occaſions of dallgunces, 
make cypyiv;zen fo; to be 
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Soche thynges/ 
To ſone type and bolde/as men may ſe 
Whiche (sfull paticus / and hach be yoze 
48 all to ſone may ſ de lerne loze 


de tale oſ the doctout of pbilyke 


Of doloneſſe / wan ſhe is weren a wpfe 
and pe mayſtteſſes in pour olde iyfe 
Chat loꝛdes doughters haueu in goucrnalice 
Netaketh of mp woꝛdes no dil ce 
Thynke tdat pe den ſet in gouernynges 
Ot loꝛdes doughters/onely foz two thpnges 
Eother fo2 ye baue kepte pour honeiſte 

: cls pc haue fallen in freeite 
Ind kno we well yno we the olde daunce 
Ind han fo:(akefully mpſchaunce 
Fo: cuermozeitherfo2e foz chꝛiſtes (ake 
Co teache hem vertue loke that pe nat (lake 
I thefe of venyſon / that bath fozlałte 
His licozouſneſſe / and all his oide crafte 
Can kepe a fozeſt beſt of any man 
Ao we khepe hem well foꝛ andyewpll pt can 


'Loketh well to no vice that ye aſſent 


XL eſt ye dampned be/fo: pour euylſ entent 
Foꝛ wholo dothe-& traptour is certepiie 
Ind taketh bede of that Jlbolli(epne 

Of all tteaſon ſoueteyn peſt:lencc 

Js ana wyght betrapech Yoaocence 
ve 2:1034 + Fr monies cke IH 
Though re baue c<yiV I 51m 
your is the charge! of all het ſutut pe 
\phvies they ben bnder pour gouetnaunct 
Be watt it by cnſamplc of pour lyueng 
De bp vout negſigence in chaſtilyng 
Tha! her nch. te. © IT Tag; 4D 
Tf *har thc; Lu pt ſhull it dete abep 
Wot, tte ſofte and negligent 
The wolfe bath many a tp: 17 hr he tn nt 
Suffiſeth enlampſes yno we as hett 

Fo: I mult cournc ayen to my mater 
Las nmnens weber F aunuerpieſle 


_,Shekepteherſcifc/ſhe nebcd no marattiſe 


Fo: in het lyueng maydens my reve 

Is tn a boke cucty good woꝛde '.4 dede 

That ſongeth tos mayde be-. uous 

S be was (0 p:udent and \y bountrous 

Foz whiche the fame/ ov'.,pzong on tuety ſyde 
Bothe of yer bounte ad of braute wyde 
That thoꝛo we the . ad they pꝛeyſen het echone 
T hat loued bet. / ſaue enuy alone 

Chat ſozy is / t other mennes wele 

And glad is of his:0z0we and bnbele 

This doctour maketh this diſcripcion 

T dis mapyde on a dap went in to the town 

To watde he tempie / with her mober bers 
2s is ot ponge mapdens the manetre 
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Th? tale of the doctout ot ph / e. 


Nowe was there a tuſtice in the toun The JYugear” do this tn dis abſence 

That gouernour was of that regtoun Jmaynaty mite ſentence 2 Fil 
Jnd(o befpil / tts iuge his even caſt Let do call m / and I woll glad here Vt 
Upon this mapde/autſyng het fullfaft Thou ſhe . haue rpght and no w beds 15:1 
Isſhe came fozthe bp / there the tuge ſtode 21irgtn! is came to here the iuſk ices v Wt! 
Inoneh(s herte chaunged and his mode Andty ht anone was ted this curſed byY | 10 
So was he caught / with beaute of this mayde The (entence was ther of! as yt ſhull here MW 
And co dym ſelfe full pzpuelp he ſayde To pou my loꝛde Yppius\o dere v 
This maydeſhalbe myn fo: any man S be wet your poꝛeſetuant Claudius | | 
Anone the fende in to his hertc ran Howe that a knyght called Uicgintus 1 
Ind taught hym ſodenly by what ſl eyg ht yeni the lawe / and ayenſt all equite i 
The mapden to his purpoſe wynne he myght b)oloerherp:efſe! ayenſl the wil of me | | 
Fox cettes / by no fozce ne by no med. My letuaunt which that is my tur ali by right it: 
ppm thought he was nat able foz /o ſpede Wheche from myn hous was ftoten on a nygyt | ” | 
Fo:(he was ſtrong of frendes/8*;0 eke ſhe Whples ſhe was full ponge/ I wok! it pꝛeut | 
Conketmed was! (n(uche ſouerayn beaute Bp witnelle ſoꝛde ſo that pe nat greue | | 
That well he wyſt he myghe her nat wynne She nys nat dis doughter what ſo de ſay 4 
Is foz to make her with t body to ſynne wherfo:e mp lo2de Juſtice | I poup;ay i 
Fo2 whiche/ with greer veliberacton ytldt me my thall if u be pour wel | 
He ſent after a cho: wag in the toun Lo this was all che ſentt ct of his by!! | 


Oe whiche he kr e we full (ubtyl! 4 full bol be Nut intus gan vpon the cho:it beycibe 
his iuge vnſe his chozie this tale hath toſde Butyaſtely oz he his talc tolve 


In ſectet wy / and made hym to allute He wolde a defended it ag (bulde 380g 
He ſhulde {#41 it to no creature And dy wytneſſt of many a truc wegs 

dad hs dyde / he ſhulde leſt his hede T bat all was falſe ti; at ſayde his aducti ag? 
Wust rs this curſed dede dis cutſed Juge wolde no lenget tary 
G:**; ©4289 the Jug. 2. he glad chere At bert o wozde moze of Uergintus 

7.,0 pat bym pts 3 and 2916 But pat dis And lad tous 


Ideme anom cho te his feruaun! tae 


109arnlyapty Was an Ww. i2nſprracy 
Tu (halt 29 lenger in thy Houle et 417 


3 vom cept ta pern owe that his lechety 


Parfourmed ſhulde be full ſudttlip So fet her fo:the/ and put det in our rt 

Is yt ſbullen bete it after openly Cotto nc (bs! haue Its this! thus 1 amarts 

ge crothe this chozte/that byght Claudius Ind whan this wozrhy knyght Ur 

Tus n : of byght Ypptus Cvoꝛo we ſentenct of the Juge 30p145 

So was dis name fo; «3... ble Muſt by fozce ts dere doug tec cut 

But kno wen koꝛ an d tſtoꝛtall ting notable Unto the Juge in lecdety to ue 

Che ſentence of u ſothe / is out of doute He gothe dym home and (ct hem in $15 hall 

This falſe Juge gothe no we faſt aboute And let anon bis dere dought ct call | 

Tobaſted his Delite/allthat he map Ind with a face deed as all bes cod | 

And lo befpfiſone after on a day pon ber humble face he gan bebo ie {| 

This falſe Juge/astelleth vs the ſtoꝛy with fathers pytt /{t1ckyng thoꝛo we dis hett | | 

Ys he was wont / lat in his con(iſtozy In woll be nat from dis putpoſc conucttt 14 

Ind pat bis domys bpon ſondiy caſe Doug tet quod de Ulirginea by thy name I. | 

his falſe chozle came fo;the a full great pale C hett den two wayes outher derde 03 (barre Me 

And ſayd lobe / > it be your wyll T dat thou mult ſuſttt alas that I was do x | 

Is do me dpon my pytous byil Fo: neuet thou deſcrueſt wherfo:e | 

whiche I pleprie/bpon Utrgtntus Co dyen with a werde 0: with a knyfe 

nd ik de wyll ſay it is nat thus O dere dougdtet / whirde tdat all my tyfe Lil 

I wyll pzevue it / and fynde good witneſle baut foſtted vp / with ſ uche pleſaunce 10 

That (othe is that my byil woll expꝛeſſt That thou ne were out of mp tememd zaum E 


' Whatiballdbls cecept colte/tell me nome 
Bp our 1.6dp quod thes chess / it is det 
warnepes well/thatſauc I and afrere 
— — 

quod heno we (tr toꝛ geddes (ake 
what cha I pape/ cell me I you pzap 
ys quod be / u is full dete I ſax 
at o mode / it that it lyũ pou haut 
pe (hull pay.cl. unde / ſo god me ſaue 
And nete the frend(byp/ that ye dyd oꝛ this 
To welſhulde pepape moze ywPs 
ots pꝛeeſt theſomme of.rl. pounde anons 
Of nobles fet!/andtoke hem eucrpchone 
Toths chanon / fo; this ylke receit 
Ill bis was but fraude and diſceit 
Ser pꝛeeſt he ſayd / I kepe to haue noloſſs 
Olk my : 5afte/foz I wyll kepe it cloſſe 
And as pe lou me / Repe ye it ſecte 
Foꝛ it men knewe all my ſubtilte 
By god thep wolde haue ſo great enup 
Tome bp cauſs of my philoſophp 
I (hu!de be dete chere were none other way 
God it koꝛdede quod the pꝛeeſt what pe (ap 
pet had Jleucr ſpende all che good 
Whiche that I haue 0: clg were Y wood 
Than that pe ſhulde fall in ſuche a myſchitfe 
Fo: your good wyl ſit haut pe right good pzefe 
Quod this chanon/ and farewell graunt mercp 
Ind went his war end neuet the pzeeſt hy m ſy 
After that day and when that this pꝛeeſt ſhulde 
SBakyn aſſay at ſuche tyme as he wolde 
Ok this teceit / fare well it wolve nat be 
Lo thus betaped and begyled was he 
Thus maketh he his introduction 
To biyng kolke to het deſtcuction 
.Yideretb (irs bowe that in eche eſtate 
t yyte men and golde thete is debate 
0 fer fozthe that vanethes is there none 
bis muſtip peng blyndeth ſo manp ont 
* — tro we that it be 
Fbec —_— of luche ſcatſite 
Theſe ophers pe eu (0 myſtely 
Ju cis crafre/ that men can nat come therbp 
Foꝛ anp ust wat men mo we haue now abapes 
They mowe well as done Jays 
Aud in her termes / het luſt and pepne 
But ts det purpoſe ſhall they neuet actayne 
A man may lygttiy lerne if be haue ought 
To mexietpty- and bzyng bis good to nought 
Ls whiche 8 tt 19/16 (his lulty game 


de tale of the chanoms yeman· 


A mannes myꝛthe it wolde tourne bnto grams 
And empte alſo great and heup purſes 

Ind maken folke fo; topurchace curſes 

Of hem that haue/ ber good to hem lent 

O fpe fo; ſhamt / tho that haue de bzent 

Ilas can they nat flye the fpzes hete 

ye that it vſe / I tede that ye it lete 

XL c(t that pe leſe all/fo; bet than neuet is late 
Atuet to thztue were to long a date 

Though pe pꝛole euet /neuer (hull pe it fpnds 
pe be as bolde / as is Batarde the blpades 

That blundzeth foꝛthe / and patell caſteth none 
De is as bolde to tenne apenſt a tone 

As foꝛto go belydes in the way 
So faryn pt / that multiply I ſay 
It that your eyen can nat ſe a ryghe 
Loktc that out mynde lacke nat his (y 
Fo: though that ye loke rpght bꝛode ⁊ ſlate 
pe ſhull wynne neucr of that chaffare 

But walte all that pe moWwe rappe and renne 
Withdꝛa we the fyꝛe / leſt it to faſte bzenne 
Wedicth no mom with that att Þ mcane 

Fo: if pe do pout thꝛyfte is gone fuſl clene 
And right as ſwythe / I wpll pov tell hete 
What philoſophets dyd in this matete 
Lo / thus ſapth Jruolde of the ne we toun 

Is bis Koſary maketh mencioun 

He ſapth right thus / withouten any lye 
Thete map no man Wercury moztifye 

But ik it be with his bzothers knowlegpng 
Lo ho we that he/whiche firſteſapd this thyng 
Of phtloſophers father was Hermes 

De ſayth / ho we that the dꝛagon douteles 

Ae dyeth nat / but « that he be ſl eyne 

With his bꝛothet and that is fo; to lepne 

By the dzagon Mertcutp and none other 


de vnderſtandeth/ x bꝛymſlone be his bꝛothet 


Chat out of Hol and Luna were pbꝛawe 
Ind therfoꝛe ſapd he take hede to my la we 
Let no man buſp hym this arte foʒ to leche 
But he the entencion and the ſpeche 
Of philoſophets / under ſtande can 
And « de do / he is a leude man 
Fo: this ſcience / aud this connyng lad he 
3s of the ſecret of fecretes parde 

iſo there was a dilcipie of Plato 
Chat on a tyme ſayd bis maiſtet to 
As his boke Memo woll be att witneſſe 
Ant this wes bis demaum de in ſotthfaſi ut ¶e 
Cells (he name of that put None 
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The tale of the doctour of v ke» 


Ind Mato anſwerde dnto hym anone 
Take the (tone that Thitanes men name 


whiche is that quod he / Magnacia is the ſame 


Sapde Plato / peCſir ts it thus 


CThts is m pet ignocius 
what is Magnacia good (t Þ pou pꝛap 
It is a water that is made J (ap 


Of elementes fourequod Plato 

Cell me the tote good ſit quod he tho 

Ok that water / if it de vout wyll 

Nay nay quod Plato/certeyn that I nyN 
The philoſophets were ſwoꝛns cuetychone 
Chat they ſhulde oiſce uet it to none 

Ne in no bohke it wit: in no manete 

Fo: bnto god it is ſo ſefe and dere 

Foz he woll nat / that it diſcoueted be 

But where it lpketh to his deits 


Ak 
18 ul 
And ſtrong of frendes and of tytheſſe 

I doughter had this knyght by his wyfe 
Ao childzen had he mo in all his lyfe 
Fapze was this mapde / of excellent beautt 
Abouen eutty wygyt / that men myghtſe 
Foz nature hath with (ouereyn diligence 
Tourmev her in (o great excellence 


— —o— 


Here was/as tetſcth Titus Liutus 
— — tdat cleped was Uitgintus 
kyſſed of honour x of woꝛthpneſſe 


MWantoey mn ene bato defende 
Wan che om Ivketh/ lo this is the ende | 
Than c- .clube I thus / (yth that god of heuen | j 
Ne wo nat that the philoſophers neuyn wn 
Howe chat a manſhall come bntothisſtone m1 
{ ce! eas kor the beſt! let it gone 114 
Fo2 who ſo maketh god his aduerſary ml 


As fo;zto wortkyn any thyng in contrary Kt 
Of his wyll/neuer (hall he never thryue 18 
Though that he muſttpiy terme of his pus ; 


Ind there apoynt fo: ended is my tale 
God lende euety good man bote of his bale. 


of muſtipficacion: and dert afrer .- 
lo we th the tale of the doctout 


¶Thete endeth the tale of the chanons ti 25 | 
n 
of philtke. Les | | 
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As thong ſhe wolde (ap lo Triature 
Thus can I fourme and pernte ascteaturt 
Whan that me ſyſt / who can Tc counterfers 
Digmaleon nat cough. be fozge and dete 
©: graue oz peynte/ fo: I dare well ſcyne 
Ippciſes Zamis (haſte wirche in veynig 
Co graue 01 peynee 0; fozge 07 bete 
Tt they pꝛeſumed me to counterfere | | 
— he that ts the fourmour precipets 4 
ath made int dis vic att gtnerall 1 
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Co fourme ard peynte erthelp creataees 
Vygbhe as me lyſt fa; all thyng in my cure is 
the mone)that may wane and were 
fog mp wozkeno thyng woll I are 
Mp jozde and J be fully of accoꝛde 
made ber to the wo:ſhyp of my lozde 
0 do Þ all mpn ocher creatures 
Of what colours they de oꝛ what figures 
Thus( thatnacure wolde ſeye 
Thes was of. ri. yere age and tweye 
Ja whiche that nature / had ſucye de:yte 

Ioꝛ rygyras de can peynte a lyly vbytt 
And todp as aroſe with ſuche peynture 
be pepated hath this noble creature 

Er (be was dome dpon bet lommes fre 
Where as bp rygbht ſuche colours(hulde be 
And Phebus dped had het treſſes greate 
L pke to the ſtremes of his burned heats 
And if that ercelicnt was her beaute 

I thouſand folde moze vertuous was lhe 

Jn hcrncl!-ct.cth no condicton 

Chat ta to pꝛeyſe / as by biſcrecton 

Is well in body as goſt chaſt was ſhe 

Fo: whiche ſhe floured in vtrginite 

With all humtnte and abſtinence 

With all aternperaunce and pacience 

Mith mea(urc exe and betyng cf arap 
Diſcrite ſhe wag! in an{weryng alwap 

She was as wyſt as Pallas dare Jlepne 
Per facounde et full womanlp and plepne 
None counterfeted termes had (he 

To ſlemt wyſe but afterher deare 

She ſpake and all het woꝛdes moꝛt leſſe 
Sownyng tn vertue and ingentyineſle 
DSyhamefalt ſhe was in maydens(bamfaſtneſſe 
Conſtant in hette and cuer in buſineſſe 

To dꝛpue het out of lde ſloug atdʒp 

Bachus had of het mouthe no maiſtry 

Foꝛ wyne and pouthe dothe clenus enctece 

As men in fyze wyll caſt oyle 0: grece 

And of het owne bertue dnconſtrapned 

She hath full ofte tymes ber ſiche fepned 

Fo that ſbe wolde flye the company 

Where lpkeilp was to tteten of folp 
As is at feſtes revelles/and daunces 
That ben occaſions of daliaunces 
Suche thynges/ make chyidzen fsz to be 
To ſone type and boide/as men may ſt 
Wyiche (sfull paticus / and hath be yon 
Foz all to ſona may ſxe lerue loze 


Ede tale of the doctour of philyke - 


Of doloneſſe/ whan (ye is weren a wpſe 

3nd pe maplireſes in pour olde ys 
That lozdes doughters haueu in goucrnalice 
Netaketh of mp wozdesne dif ce 
/Thynke that pe ben (ﬆ in gouetnynges 

Ot 102des doughters/onelp foz two thpnges 
Epther foꝛ pe baue kepte yourhoneſte a 
Oꝛ cls ye haue fallen in freeite 

And kno we well pnowe the olde daunce 

Ind han foꝛſeke fully mpſchaunce 

Fo: euermoꝛt /therfoꝛe fo: chꝛiſtes (ake 

Co teache hem vertue/loke that pe nat ſlake 
I thefe of venyſon / that bath fozlafre 

His I:cozouſneſſe / and all his olde crafte 

Can kepe afozeſt beſt of any man ; 
Nowe kepe hem well foz andye wyll pe can 


Loketh well to no bice that ye aſſent 


XL eſt ye dampned be / foꝛ pour euyll entent 
Fo: who ſo dothe /a ttaytout is cettepne 
Ind taketh hede of that Y\ballſeyne 

Df all treaſon / ſoueteyn peſttlence 

Js whan a wyght betrapech Innocence 
pe fathers and ye modets cke alſo 
Though ve haue cbyldꝛen / be it one 021110 
pours the charge of all het ſurueyaunce 
Whyles they ben bnder pour gouetnaunct 
Be wate / if by cnſample of pour lyueng 
D by your negſigince in chaſtiſyng 
That they ne p2rilſhe foꝛ I date well ſap 
Tf that they do / yt ſhull it dete abep 
Under a ſhepherde (oftc and negligent 
The wolte hath many a ſhepe à lambe to tent 
Suffiſeth enſamples pnowe as here 

Foz Jmult;ourncayento my matcre 
This mayde of whiche J tell expꝛeſſe 


_ .Shekepteherſcifc/ſhe neded no mapſtteſſe 


Fo: in het lyueng maydens myght tede 

Is in a boke euety good woꝛde in dede 

That longeth to a mapde vcrtuous 

S be was (0 pꝛudent and ſo bounteous 

Fo2 whiche the fame / out ſpꝛong on etierp (pde 
Bothe of het bounte / and of beaute wyde 
That thoꝛo we the land / they pꝛeyſen her echone 
Chat loued vertue / ſaue enup alone 

That ſoꝛy is / ot᷑ other mennes wele 

And glad is ot his ſoꝛowe and bnbele 

This doctout maneth this diſctipeion 

This made on a day went in to the toun 

Co warde the tempie / with her moder dere 
Is is of ponge maydens the manere 


Nowe was there a tuſtice in the toun 
That gouernout was of that regtoun 
And ſo befpil/thſs iuge his eyen caſt 
Upon this mayd: / auiſyng het ful faſt 
As ſhe came fozthe bp / there the tuge ode 
Inoneb(s herte chaunged and his mode 
So was he caught / with beaute of this mayde 
And to hym (elfe full pzpuclp he ſayde 
This mapdeſhalbe mpn fo: any man 
Anone the kende in to bis hertc ran 
Ind taught hym ſodenly by what Nepgbt 
Che mapden to his purpoſe wynne he myght 
Foꝛ cettes / by no fozce ne dy no mede 
pm thought he was nat able fo; to ſpede 
Fo:(he was ſtrong of frendes/and eke ſhe 
Conketmed was! tn(uche ſouetayn beaute 
That well he wyſt he myght her nat wynne 
Is foꝛ to makkt her with het body to ſynne 
Foz whiche / with great deli bet at ion 
He ſent after a choꝛle was in the toun 
The whiche he kne we full ſubtyll + full bolde 
C his tuge vnto this chozle this tale Hath tolde 
In ſectet wyſe/and made hym co aſſure 
He ſhulde tell it to no creature 
Ind ik he dyde / de ſhulde leſe his hede 
Wan allſented was this curſed deds 
Glad was the Juge and made glad cherc 
And pat᷑ bpm peſtes pꝛecious and dete 
Whan ſhapen was all this conſpitacp 
From poynt to poynt/ho we that his lechety 
arfourmed ſhulde be full ſubtiliy 
8 pe ſhullen bere it after openly 
Home gothe this choꝛie / that byght Claudius 
This taiſe Juge that dygbt Ypptus 
So was his name foz tt is no fable 
But knowen fo2 an htſtoꝛtall thyng notable 
The ſentence of it ſothe/ is out of doute 
bis faiſe Juge gothe no we faſt aboute 
To haſted his delite / all that he map 
And lo befyil ſone after on a day 
This kalle Juge as telletiz vs the ſtoꝛy 
Is he was wont / lat in his coni iſtoꝛy 
And pat his domys bpon (onbzy caſe 
This falſe chozle came fozthe a full great pale 
Ind ſayd lozde- if it be your wpil 
Is do ine tvpon my pytous byll 
whtiche I plepne/vpen Utrgintus 
d ik he wpiiſay it is nat thus 
I wyll pꝛeue it / and fynde good witneſſe 
That (othe is that my byll woll expꝛeſſe 


The tale of the doctout of v de. 


The Juge td of this in his abſencs 
Imap na! ut atffiniteſentence Y [ 
Let do c . hm / and I woll gladly here | 
Thouſl ;ait haue ryght'and no wzong het | 
U1trg'.ztus came to here the tuſt ices y 
And ' -ght anone was ted ths curſco by 
The lentence was therof/ 8s peſhull here : 
To pou my loꝛde IYpptuslo dete ; 
She weth pour poꝛeſetuant Claudius | | 
Howe that a knyght called Utrginiug | 
Ipenlt the la we / and aytuſt aff equite 
Holdetherpꝛeſſe / apenſt the wyll of me 
My letuaunt which that is my thꝛall by right | 
Whiche from myn hous was ſtolen on a nygyt | 
Whples (he was full ponge/ I wok! it pꝛeut | 
By wienelle ſoꝛde lo that yt nat greue | 
She nys nat his doughter what ſo he (ap 
wherfo:e mp loꝛde Juſtice | T pou p;ay 
yeldt me my th:all' if it be your wi 

Lo this was all the [cntence of bis by!l 
TWUrginius gan vpon tye chozle beyolbe 
Butyaſkely oz he his talc tolte 

De wolde a defended it ag(hulde a kr gy) 
Ind bp wytne lt of many a truc wp 

C bat ail was kalle ti at ſayde his aducti acy 
This cutſed Jugt wolde no lenget tat? 

At dert 0 wozde moze of ig mius 

But pak bis: and ſapd thus 

I deme anon choꝛle his ſetuaun have 
Chou ſhait no lenget in thy houle yer 300 
So et her foꝛthe and put het in ous warts 
This cho ie (hal haue gts thꝛal thus J «wa; 54 
And whan this wozchy knygbt Ut guns 
Cvoꝛo we (entence of the Juge Jopia⸗ 
Muſt by fozce/hts dere dougbeee y creem 
Unto the Yuge/tn lecherp to yu 

He gothe dym home and (ct hem im bis hall 
Ind let anone his dere dougtet call 

And with a face deed as all bes co de 

pon het bumble face be gan bebo !de 

with fathers pypte /ſtickyng thoꝛo e dis berte 
N woll he nat from dis pucpolc conucttt 
Doughter quod de Clirginea by thy name 
There ben two ae outher derhe o: (harms 
That thou muſt (affre/alas that I was do 
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Fo: ncuet thou deſetueit wherfo:e 

Co dyen/ with a ſwerde 02 with a knyfx | 

O dere doughter/ whiche tdat all mp die | 

baut foftred vp! with lucbe pleſaunce | 
That chou ne were out of mp tememb aum 
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And told her all the caſe / as pe beo 
Haut herde / it nedcth to teil ro mot 
D mercp dere father quod the mapds 
And with chat wozde)/lhe bothe det armes lepde 
Bdoure hts necke/as (he was wont to do 
The ceares dzaft out of her 
And fapd/g00d father (hall I dye 

Is there no grace/ is there no teme 

Ao crttes dete doughter myn quod 
Than peut me leyſet facher myn quod (hs 
Mp dethye to compleyne a lyteil ſ pace 

Fo: pat de Yepte paf his dougter grace 
Fo; to complepne/03 he het flowe / alas 
And god it wote no thyng was her treſpas 
But chat (de can het father fo: to ſt 

To welcome hym with great (olempnite 


doughter whtche that arte my laſt wo 
nd in my lyfe / my late ioye 
gemaeof chaſtyte in pocience 
Tast oa th dery / fo; this is mp ſentence 


Foz loue/andaat fo; hate thou muſt be deed 


Mp pptous hande / muſt (myte of thy heed 


Nas that ener Yppius the ſap 


Thus hath he the to dap 


Ind with that wo2be / (he fyll a (wounc anon 


And after whan her (wounyng was agon 
She tyleth vp and to her father ſayde 
B'\c!Tcd he god / that Jſhalldpe a mayd e 
v me my dethe oꝛ that I baus a ſhame 
Dothe w your childe pour wyll a goddes name 
Jud wtth that worde ſhe pꝛayeth full oftc 
That with vis werde/be(ſholdeſmpteſofte 


Ind with chat wozbe/a\woune downe (he fpſl 


Het father with (026 wfull berte and wpll 
Het hecd of (motc/and by the top it hent 


Ind to the Juge he pat itenp2cſcnt 


As he lat pet in dome in conſiſto2p 

whan that the Juge it ſa we as ſayth the ſtoꝛy 
He bad take dym / and hange gym alſo faſte 
But rygix anone all the people in thiafſte 
To (atetheknygbt/ fo; routhe and fo; pyti 
Fo: knowen was the falſe iniquite 
The people anone! had ſuſpecte in this thyng 
By maner of this chozies chalen 

That u was v aCent of wp > 
They wyſt well that he was lecherous 
Forthweth vato thes Lpptus thep gone 
And caſt m tapaiſon and that anone 
Where as he Lewe gym ſeife and Claudtus 
Thatlernagunt was vnto this pu. 


The tale ot the doctourof philyke. 


was demed foz to be hartged bpon a too 
But Utrgtntus of his great pyte 

So pzaydefoz dym i that he was exiled 
And els certes/had he be begyled 

The — —————<——__— 
That conſented were / to this curſednefle 
Here may men ſe/ ho we (ynne hath bis merite 
— = —ů 
In no degre / ne in no manet 

Te woꝛme of conſcience may pnough agitylt 
Of wicked lyfe/though it ſo pzyue be 
Chat no man wote of but god and he 
Whether that he be leude man 02 lered 
He nathowe (one he may be a fered 
Chettoꝛe / I eede pou this counſell take 
oꝛſake (pnae/0; (pnne pou fozſake 


¶ dere endeth the ptyſicions tale: and 
bete begynneth the wozbes 
of the boſt .: e 


Ur hoſt gan ſ wert as he were wode 

_F Oarowe qb be by nayles and bp blode 
his was a falle thefe a curſed Yuſtiſe 
As ſhametull veth as herte can deueſe 
Come to theſe falſe Juges and her adagocats 
Alas this («ly mayde is (lepne alas 
Alas to dere a bought (he her beauts 
Wherfoze Iſap / that all men mo we ſe 
That peftes of foztune and of nature 
Ben cauſe of dethe/of many a creature 
Het beaute was her dethe I dare well (ayne 
Alas ſo pycouſlp as (he was (lapne 
Buthereof woll I nat pzocede as nowe 
Men haue full ofre moze barme than pzowe 
But truly mpn owne maiſter dere 


* Chis is a pitous tale foz to her: 


But netheieſſe /p aſſe ouet is no foꝛce 
pꝛay to god ſo ſaue th gentyll cozſe 
nd thpn vꝛinals / and thy Jourdens 
Thyn ypocras and thy geitens 
And euerp bop(l full of letuarp 
God bleſſe dem / and out lady ſaynt Mary 
So mote Itbe / ou arte a pꝛopꝛe man 
And lyke a pꝛelat by ſapnt Dainyan 
Thou haſt ſpoke pnough / I can natſay ſterms 
But well I wote thou makeft mp derte to erns 
That I almoſt baue caaght a cardiacie 
By cozpus domtnugibue if Jbouetriacls 
Oz els a dzaught of cm mopſty ale 


_— 
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The pardoners p:ologr 
MP2 bat Jhere anone a metry tale D;ynket! ught / take kepe of that I tel 
wp herceislofe/fo; of this mapde It that! good man that the beſtes oweth . 


Thou Belamp/thou Johan pardoner heſayde 
Cell vs ſome mp:thes 0z Japes ryght anon 
It chall be do he ſayd / by (aynt Runyon 

But firſt quod he / here at this ale ſtake 

J wpll bothedzpnke and eate of a cake 

But rygbt anone theſe is began tocrp 
Nap let bym tell vs of no tibaudꝛy 
Tellvsſome mozall thyng / that we mowelere 
Some wpt / und than woll we gladip here 

J graunt pws quod he / but I muſt thynke 
Upon ſome honeſt thing / whiles that J dzpnke. 


¶ dere endet the woꝛdes of the hoſt. 


¶ Ind here begynneth the pardoy 
nets pzologue, c 


[ Oꝛdyngi ab be / l chches wh , pzcche 
P Jpepne me to haue an haunten ſpeche 

Ano ryng it out / as tounde as gothe a bell 

Foz I can by tote /all that J cell 

My teme is euet ont / and al way was 

138 adir omntum malozum eſt cupibitas 

Fire I pzonounce/ whens that J come 

And than mp billesſhewe I all and (ome 

Out liege lozdes ſcall on my patent 

That ſhe we J firſtc! mp body to watent 

That no man be ſo bolde / ne pꝛeeſt ne cletcke 

Me to diſtourbe of chziſtes holp warke 

Ind after that / tell I fozthe my tales 

Bulles of popes and of cardinalles 

Ot patriarkes and byſſboppes I ſhe we 

Ind in latyn / J\peke woꝛdes a fe we 

Tolaffron with my pꝛedicacion 

And ſoꝛ to ſtete men to deuocion 

Chan ſhe we Jfozthe-my long criſt all ſtones 

yctammed in cloutes full of bones 

Relykes they den / as wenen they echone 

Than haue I in laton aſholder bone 

Whicbe that was of an holy Je wes ſhepe 

Good men ſap J/take of my woꝛdes kepe 

Fl that this bone be waſſye in any well 

It co we oz calfe / ſhepe oꝛ ore (well 

That any woꝛme hath eate / o: hym ſtonge 

Take water of this welle x waſſhe hie tunge 

And it is hole anone / and fetthetmoꝛe 

Of pockes and of ſcabbes / and euetp ſoꝛe 


A ball eue ty ſbepe be hole that of tbis well 


— 


Wollen cy went / oz that the cocke cto wetij 
Faſty' g dyn e / ol this welle a Dzaughte 
Is t!, it holy IJewe / out eſdets taughte 
Di- eſtes and his ſtoꝛe ſhall multiply 
Ind (irs / alſo it yealeth telouſp 

And though a man be fall in ieious tagt 
Let make with this water his potage 

And ncuer ſhall he mozc his wyfe miſttiſte 


, Thoughhe in lothe the defaute by het wyſte 


All had (he take pzeſtes two 02 th:e 

Vete isa metapn che that ye mayſe 

De that his han de woll put in that met ayn 
He (hall haue multiplpeng of bis arepn 
Whan be hath ſo wen be it where 02 othes 
So that he offre pens or cls grotes 

Goob men 4 wornen/othyng warnt yer 
Tf any wpght he (n this churche 10 we 
That hath dorfe (ynne lo h0o:rtble that he 
Darcnatfo:thameſhrpuc'be 

O14a'1y woman be he pong 52 o'he 

hat hath ymade her huſbande cok o e 
Suche folke (hall haut no power t grace 
To offre to my celykes tn this place 

Ind who ſo fyndethbem out of lache 


Cometh vp and offre in goddes nan 


And F aſſople dem by the auctozite 
Suche as mp bull was graunttod e 10 
By this gaudc haue T wonge ma 
And bundzed marke (en T was g 
ſtandelykea cletke in my pulpit 
id whan ſeude people de do waere: 
pꝛeche ſo as ye haue het de before 
nd teſſ an hond2ed faite Tapes Mott 
Than peyne J me to ſtretche forthe wenge 
Aud Eeſt and well / dpon the people bete 
As dothe a doue ſittyng vpon a berne 
Myn handes and my conge gon ſo perrie 
That it is toe to ſe my duſyneſſt 
Of auatice and of ſuche cutſedgeſce 
Fsall mp pꝛechyng to make bem fre 
To peut her pens and namely vnto me 
Fo: myn entent is nat dut to: to wynne 
Ind nothyng foz cozrecrion of (ynne 
I recke nat whan that they be buryed 
Though ber ſoules gon a blakebeticd 
Fo: certes full many a pꝛedicacton 
Sowncth ofte tyme of cuyll cutencton 
Sonefo; pleſaunct of folke/and fo; tlaterp 
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To den anaunleyÞp ppocriſy 
And ſome fo: vepnglozp/and ſome f hate 
Foz whan J dare nat other wayes debate 


CThanwoll J 

In pzechyngi(o that they (hall nat aſterte 

To ben d(famed failly/e>f that be 

ati treſpalſed/outher to my bzethern oʒ me 
0z thougd I ten nat his propre name 

Men ſhall well ano wt / that it is the ſame 

Bp (ygnes/ 02 by other circumſtauntes 
Chas qupte I ode that doch bs Dſpieſalices 
Thus ſpitte I out mp venym bnder hewe 
Of holpnelleto(eme Holy and trewe 
Bueſhoztly / mpn entent I woll deuyſe 

I p2eche of nothyng but of couetyſe 
Therfoze my teme is pet/ and cuer was 
Radir omnium matotum eff cupiditas 
Thus gan J p:eche the ſame vice 

Co ſuche as be v\yng the ſynne of auarice 
But though my leife be giity in that ſynne 

pet can I make other folke to twpnne 

From auarice/and ſoꝛe gem to tepente 

But that is nat my pꝛincipani entente 

F pꝛeche nothyng dut foꝛ couetyſe 

Of this mater it pnoweſufffſe 

Than tel! IJ dem ſenlampies manp one 

Ot olde ſto2tes ſonge tyme agone 
Fo: leudt pcople ! louyn tales elde 


Whiche thynges can they well tepozte v holde 


The patdoners pꝛologue. 


ſeryng bem with mp cong(merte 


what tro we pe whples that I map pꝛeche 
Ind foz to wyune golde and ſumet / toʒ to teche 
That I wyll lyue in pouett wyhfully 
Nap nap / I thought it neuer trui 
Fo: I woll pieche / and begge tnſondzy landes 
J wyll nat do no labout wath 
At maken baſkettes / and lyue 
Bpcauſe I woll nat ydelly 
wyll none ot the scounterkets 
wyll haue monep / wolle 'chele/and whete 
wert it yeuen / of thepozeſt 
Oꝛot᷑ the poꝛeſt wpdoweitn a 
A ſhulde het chyldꝛen ſtetue fo: famine 
Nap) I woll dzpnke the licout of the vyne 
And haue a ioly wenche in euery toune 

But herkeneth loꝛdpnges / in coucluſioun 
pour [ykpng is / that tell at ale 
Howe J haned2onke a dzanght of coznp ale 
By god J hope/ Jſhall te you athyng 
That ſhall by reaſon / be at your lykyng 

Fo; though my ſeiſe be a full viceous man 

I moaall tale/pet I pou tel can 
Whtiche Jam wont foz to preche/# allo nt 
owe holde po? peace / my tale I woll begyn. 


¶ Thus endeth the pardoners pz0- 
logue / and here after foo 
lo weth his tale. 
: 


A Fladiders (omtyme was a company Anon he u 


— — 


where as — — 
Chey daltiorwnplay ade dyce! both day night 


Jad etyn g/ und deiaden aboue her might 
CThoꝛo we wb iche thep done / p dyuell ſacrefple 
within e dyuris temple in curſed wyſe 
The ſupetſtanties ab hompnabl 

Het othes be ſo great and ſo dampnable 
That it is ge iy ſtoʒ to here hem ſ werte 

Out bleed lo des body thyep to tete 

Hem though the iewes / rent him nat pn ougi 
Ind eche ot hem at others (pune lough 

Ind right anone came in the tombleiterts 
fetes and ſ male / and ponge fruteſteres 
Spngers with harpes / bawdes waferers 
Suche as den very the dpueis offpcers 

To kyndie +4 hlowe the fy:es of lechery 

That is annered vnto glotony 

The holy wiute / take J to wytneſſe 

That icchery is in wyne / in dꝛonteneſſe 
Lo / howe that dꝛonken Loth vnkyndely 

Lap by his doughters two / vnwetyugly 
Do dzonke he was / he nyſt what he wzought 
Ind therfoze)Cozc repente him ought 
Herodes / who ſo wpll the ſtoꝛtes leche 
Tete map pe lerne/and by cnſample teche 
Whan he et wyne was replete at his feeſt 
Right at his owus table pafe his heeſt 

Tol lee the baptyſt John full gyltleſſe 
Senck (apth ct / good woꝛdes doutleſſe 

He ſayth he can no dyfference fynde 

Bet wr a man that is out ot his mpnde 

Ind a man / whiche that is dzonkele we 

But that wodeneſſe / fallen is in al he we 
Perſeuereth lenger / than doth dꝛonkeneſſe 
Out glotonpe full ot curicdnelſle 

O cauſe firſt ot out confuſpon 

© 021gpnall ſynne of our dampuacion 

Toli Criſt had boughc vs w his blode agapne 
Lo howe dere / hot ip foz to ſayne 

A bought was this cucſed vdoup 

C ozrupt was all this woꝛlde / thozow giotony 
Adam our fone father / ano his wpfe allo 
Fro paradpſe/ to labout ann to wo 

Were dꝛiuuen fo; that vice ſit ia no dꝛede 

Foz mies that Adam taſted / as I cede 

He was in pata byte / aud whan that be 

Ete of the krute/defended on the tre 


.tcaſt / to wo and payne 
O glotor . on the ought vs well to ptapne 
O wp 4 mau(howemany maladyes 
Folov .weferceiſe/and of glotonpes 
1)c(? Abe be the mo2e meſuravlile 
Of es dyete/{pttpng at his table 
Alas the \hoztethzote/the tender mouth 
WBaketh that eſt weſt noꝛche and loutij 
{4nerthe/tnepze/in water men taſwyntze 
To get a gloton dey ate meate and duke 
O Poule ot this mater well canſt thou cut tete 
Meate vnto wombe/x womde tit vnto met 
Shall god diſtropen bote as ouic ſavti 
Aas a thynge it is by my fapth 
To ſap this woꝛdce / and foulet ia the deve 
Mhan men ſo d:inketh of the whyte + reve 
That of his thꝛote he makcrh his pꝛiuc 
Tho:owe that curſed (uperfluyte 
The apoſtie wepyng lay ch tull pyt oui 
Thete malt many ot which pou totoc hun 
4 (ay it nowe weppng/ with pytous vos 
T hat they ben enempyes of C tiltes crots 
Of whiche the ende is detd wombe 18s tier 7-2 
O wombe/© bely/D ſtpnkpng cod 
Fulfplied of dunge and of co:rupcion 
At epther ende of the / foule is the (ou 
Howe great colt 3 labour is the to tnc 
Theſe cokes how they [tape ftrapnc x aryn ts; 
And tourne (ubſtaunce in to accivoer! 
To kultyll all thy lyc0:01s talent 
Out of the hat de boncs knocken they 
The maty toꝛ they caſte naught awer 
That may go thozo we the golct/ (ofte and (254 
Ot (pycery, ot lcues battze and tote 
Shall be his (auce/ymade by delve 
To mahkc bym pet ancwcr appetyec 
But cettes he that haunteth tuche Declines 

s decd whyles that be lyucth in the bes 

lechetous thyng is wyne + D20nk&encllc 
Is full of (tryuyng/and of wietchydne le 
© d2onkoniman/dukpgured in thy face 
Dour is thy b:eth/foule arte thou to emb: ace 
Jad tho:ow th dꝛonkt noſtc ſowucth thy (own 
As choug p ſapdeſt are (amꝑi oun ſampioun 
Jad pet gob wotlapſon d:anke neuer no wync 
Thou falleſt as it were a ſtpcked(wpne 
Thy tonge is loſt and all thyne boucſt cute 
F 03 d;onkenelle,:s vety (epulcure 
Ot mannes wpt/aud dis dalcreſcrion 
In whore that dzmke dach dompnarion 
Wile 


— 
And than wyll 
bcrkeneth 


he (ap ſſampſoun 


| teſtament 
(Tyozowe very god / that is omnypotent 
Were done in and in payer 
— — 
Lohketh Atilla the great conquetout 
Dtyed in hes i c bame and di honour 
Bledpng ape s nolt in d;onkenelle 
I captapnc/( hulde tpue in (obeeneſſe 
And oucr all chis aupſt pou rpght well 
what was comaunded viito Lamucli 
Nat Damucil/buc Lamucil (ap J 
1Kedeth the byble/and fynde it expzeſ ly 
Ot wpae peupng/to hem that haus Juſtyce 
Ao mae oł this toʒ u map well (uttpce 


| | "7 Ndnowe that I baue ſpoke ofglotony 


Nowe wpll I defende pou haſacotp 
Haſard;pc is verp mother ot lei ynges 

And of diſcepte ⁊ curſed fo werpnges 
Blaſphemp of Crilt/manllaughter + waſt alſo 
Ol cataple ⁊ ot tyme/and ferthermo 

It is tepꝛett and contrary of honour 

Fo: to be holden a comune hal atbdout 

And cuer the hyer that he is in aſtate 

The moze he is Holden dcſolate 

f that a pzince vit haſatoꝛie 

n all gouernaunce and all polecpe 

He is / as by comune opppnyon 
pholde the laſſe in reputacion 

was holde a wyſe emballedour 


alyaunce 
— — 
at halarde he hem fonde 
woche / as lone as chat it mpght be 


He tale hym home ayen to his countrs 
Aud (apd/there wpil J nat leſe my name 
I nat take on me (9 great defame 
pou oz to tonone halardours 
Secndeth wple ambaladeucrs 
10³ by my trouthe/me were leuet dye 
Cyan J you co yaſardours( hulde alye 
Fo; pt that ben ſo glozioule in honours 
Shall nat alye you to no 
As by my wpll/ne as by mp treate 
This wple phplolopher/thus (apd he 
Loat che howe to the kyng Demecrius 

The kypng of Parthes/as the bone (apth vs 
Sentt hym a pepze of dpce of golde iu ſcoʒne 
Fo: he had ved haſardzie there betont 
Fo; whiche he he! de his glozy # his cenoun 
At no value oꝛ reputacioun 

Loꝛdes mpghten fynde other maner plap 
Honeſt pnough/to dziue the dap away. 


J. Owe wpll Jlpcke of othes falſe ⁊ great 
IJ woꝛde oz two/as many bokes treate 
Grealtwerpnge/'s thynge abhompnable 
Ind talit [(wering is a thyng moze repzouable 

The hygh god foꝛdad ſweryng at all 
Wytnelle ot Mathe we / but in (pecpall 
Ollweryng lapthc holy Jetcompre 

Thou l halt ſ were (oth/thpne othes nat ly 
And (were in domt / in cightwyineſle 

But ydle(werpnge is a cutſedneſſe 
Beholde and le that in the fp3ſt table 

Ot hygh goddes heſtes honourable 
Howe tyat the ſeconde heſt of hymn is this 
Take nat mpn name in pdleneiſt ample 
Lo! rather he foꝛbedeth ſuche (weryng 
Than homycide / oʒ any other curſed tyyng 

J lap as by oꝛdꝛt / thus it tandeth 

This knoweth they / p his heſtes vnderſta deth 
Hove that the ſeconde heit of god is that 

And furtherinoze/ I wyll the tell at plat 

That vengeaunce nat parte from © houlc 
That ofhis othes ts to ouſe 

Epe bp goddes pꝛeciouſe hert x by his nayles 
And by the blode of Crpſt/Þ is in Daples 
Scuen is mp chaunce / thyne is (pnke 3 trep 
Epe goddes armes / i thou kali ly plep 
This daggarſhall thoꝛowe thyne herte go 
This kruce cometh of the bytched bones two 
Fo: ſweryng ite falſueſſe and homicide 
Ho ve foz the loue of Cryſt/that foz vs deyde 


The pardoners tale. 


Loacth your othes bothe great and male 
Fo: ctiſtes ſaaeſaad herkeneth my tale 
Cyeſe tpotouts the / ot whiche A tell, 
Longe oz to pzume were touge any bell 
were let hem in atauerne to ozinze 

310 as they late / they herde a bell clynke 
Bctoꝛt àcozſe was carped to his graue 
Tat one of hem gan call to his knaue 


Go bet quod he/and ale reply 


what coe is this / that pallcth foꝛth by 
Ino loke that thou tepozte his name wele 
Dp quod the boy u nedeth neuet a dele 
It was me tolde oz ye came here two houres 
He was parde an olde telo we ot poures 
All ſodapnly was hel lapne to night 
Fo: dzonke as he ſate ou his benche vpꝛight 
There came a pꝛiue thete / men clepe dethe 
Tuat in this couutce all the people ( letij 
41d with his ſpeate de ſmote his hette in two 
J io went his wap without woꝛdes mo 

t ic hath a thoulande i layne this peltelence 
Ino mapſtet / ete pe tome in his pꝛelence 


e thynkecth it were cecellarp 


C 4 02 to be ware of ſuche an aduetſaty 
Dethe is redp fo; to mete hym eue tinoꝛce 
Thus taught me my dame tap no moze 


O laput maty layd this taucrnere 


The chylde ſapth lothe koꝛ he hath this pete 
Hens oucr ample/l lapnc in a great village 
Bothe man i woman/chylde/yync/x page 


4 trowc his habptacton be thete 


To ben aupſeo great wyſoome it were 

Ete that he dyd a man a diſhonout 

ye goddes armes (apd this ryotour 

js it ſuche parell with hym foz to mete 

(vall hym (che by wap + cke by ſitete 

(hall bym (lee by goddes digne boucs 
| Vetuen telowes / we chꝛe ben all ones 

Ltt cche of vs becomen others bzother 

And eche of vs holde vp his yande to other 

Jm we wpll( lee this traptour dethe 

Hel hall beſlayne/ye that ſo manp ſleeth 


By goddes dignyte oꝛ it be nuyght 


Togytyet haue theſe th:c het ttouthes plyght 
To lyue and dye ilke ot them with otycr 

Is though he were his 0wne bozne bꝛothet 
Ano vp thep ſtette / all dꝛonke in this rage 
Ano fo:the they gone towarde that village 
Of whiebe the tauetnet hach (poke betozue 
Ind maup a griſly othe haue they ([wozine 


Ind Cr leTed body thep to rents 


Decthl? .. ve deed/if that we may hym hence 


Whan ep haue goae nat fully amyle 
kyg' . as thep wolde haue gone outer a fle 
An ie man 4 @ pog3e with he mmette 
Tes olde inan tull mekely hem gretts 
Ino ſayo thus/10;zdynges god pouls 

The pzouvelt of chetc xyatours thze 

Il w:roe/ what cyozie with hacoc grace 
W arte thou all fozwzappes ſaut wp tac 
Wyy lyucſt thou ſo longe in (o griat age 
This oive man gan loc in het vyſags 

Ano apo thus to: I can nat fynde 

I man tyough J walke in to Inde 
Neyther in cytie ne in village 

That wyll chaunge his youth fo; my ages 
Aud thercozte mult baut mpn age deu 

As longe tyme as u is goodes well 
Ncdetye alas wyll nat haue mp iy te 
Thus walke Alke a rilticlids tete 


4:0 on the groude/ whicys (S117 meaveccs gz 


4 knocke wich wp Ut aue crlp and late 
Iadlaytoher lcue mother let men 
Lohowe J vanyilge Ucdite blgoe 430 (5 
Aas wa tlyaill mp bones bras tet! 
Mochet wichbouweide +4 013443; 
TY4 11 Mp camo KOUgE GURK yall Cs 
pe to; an beit clout to happen 

But petto me | ye wpüngcee Th 4; gta 
F 0; whichs full pale 4 W:c{C 13D tp yp ia 
AIadly:s to you It 48 0 COULLE 
Tolpikec to qu oloc mau vyiony 

But te fret pace! OUTYEE in WO;D5E 95 1 D908 
yt may pour (cite in holy unte $i os 
Jyenſt an olde man hot vpo his get 
ye hulde arple whirko:e 41240 

$28 dothec to none olds man Yafins nor 
No moe thanpe wolde mea dpd io yo 
{n age it ye Chulde longe abpoc 

Ind god be with pou/ whHEre pe Jv 0; 704 
mut go thyder as | taut to do 

Aay oloe chozle by god thou! halt Atte 
Sayd this otyer hd. atdout 401 

T hou partc@ nat co lb by (ant Johu 


Tyoulpakeſt Fight uo we of Þ cesy our detg 


Chat in this countte ail out ITEAdcst ith 

Þ aus hett my tcouthc thou atte is Ape 

Tell where he is oʒ thou l halt it abys 

y goo 41d by the holy tactemeut 

voz hoch thou aste ous A e 
IH 


wy - — — — — 


= 
—_— 


: The Pardoners tale 

- Colleedy vike/thou fulle thelke Thy peoſyte wp1il I tell the right anons 

- MNowelpzs de if ß tt be to pou leit Chou wotel well 8̊ out tels we is gone 
Co vethe!/ thescroded way And here is golde/x that fult great plents 
Foz Jypmlawe laſt by mip fap Chat i bali de amonge vs tds 
Uiader a tri / chert de wpil abyde But netyeleſſe / it q can ſ hape it ſo 
Fo; your dose de w dim hyde That it depacted were amonge vs two 
Ke pe that obe / right there yel hun him fynde Mad I nat done a frendes tourne to the 
God (aue pou that agapne manhynde That other am werde / I not howe it might de 
And pou ace / thus (ad tyes ode man F wot well the golde ſ hall be outs two 
And euer ofryele tyatouts tan wyat ( hull we lap / what ĩ hull we do 
Cpu they eam to the tec / ⁊ there they funde hall it de aplt ſapd the firſt (hzewe 
Of tlozcpus ſyne golde/propned tounde And c hall teli the in wozdes fewe 


duſſveis as dem thoughe 
er got — 


But eche ot chem ſo glad was of that light 
Foz that the fo fapze were and bzight 
¶ hat dowar they (ace /by ide pecious hozoe 
Tye woꝛſte ofhem/he ſpade the firſt wozde 
Bzetyerne  ye/take kepe what I ſay 

dp wptte is great/though J bourde x play 
T his treaſour hath foztune vnto vs peuen 
In mirthc24 tohite our lyte to lyuen 

Ind lightly as it cometij ſo wyll we ſpende 

E pt goddes pꝛetiouſe dignite who wende 
Co dap that wel hulde haut ſo fapze a grace 
But might this goide be carped fro this place 
Nome to my houte/03 dis vnco pours 

Than migut we (ap/thatit were all ours 
Tyan were we in hrgh felicrte 
But trewlp by dap it map nat be 
Men wolde lay that we were theues (tronge 
And fo; out owne tecaſout done vs honge 
This treaſout mult be caried by night 

As wilelp and as ſlily as it might 

Wherfoze J tede ſet lot amonge vs all 
Dꝛa we cut let ſe/ where chat it wall fall 

He that hath the ſ hoꝛteſt cut with herte bliths 
hall renne to townt /a that full (withe 

Co bzing vs bzeed + wpne full pztuely 

And two of vs ſ hall kepe full (ubtilly 

his creſour well/x it᷑ ye woll nat tarien 
Whan ui is neght/we woll this treaſour catien 
By one aſſent! as vs lyſt beſt 

That one ofhemr acawe in his feſt 
And bad hf dawi ia toke on whom it woloe fall 


What weChull do and bzing it well aboute 
I graunc quod tha? other out ofdoute 
Tuat by mp trouthe/ J wyll the nat bewzep 
Nowe qhe/thou woctelt well we be twey 
And twepne of vs/( hall ſtronger be than one 
Lott whan that ye is ſet /thou right anone 
Acp(c/as though thou woldeſt with hun plcy 
Ano I yall tyue hym tho;ough p (pdes twep 
Whples thou (trogelyſt with hym in game 
Aud wity thy dagger/loke thou do the (ame 
Ind than l yall all this golde departed be 
My dete frende/ bytwpyre ine and the 

Than map we bothe out luſtes fulfpll 

J.10 plep at dyſe / tight at our owne wpll 

And thus acco2dcd betheſel hzewes twey 

Tol le the thyꝛde as pc haue yerde me ſey 
This poagelt/ whiche Þ went to the towns 
Full ofte inyerte/lze rolled vp and downe 
The bealit; of cheſe tlozepns ne we 4 bzight 
D1oz;dequodye/iflo were that F might 

Ill thistrcalour wynne tomp iclfe alone 
Therenps no man that lpueth vndet trone 
Ot god / that i hulde lyue as mcry as J 

Ind at laſt the tende out enemye 

Put in his hette / that he l hulde poyſon bey 
With whiche he myght (ler his felo wes twep 
F 0; w the tende fonde in luche lyuynge 
That he had leaue hym in ſoꝛow to bing 

Jo this was vttetip his entent 

To l lee hem boche and neuer to repent 

And tozthe ye gothe no lenget wolde he taty 
In to the towne/vnto a potycary 

Aud pꝛapde hym that be u ol de hym (ell 
Some poyſon / that he myght his tattes quell 
And ene therweth was a polcat in his hawe 
Chat as he iayd his capons had ſlawe 

And lapd / he wolde wzcke hem if he myght 
Ot vermpn that dil toyed hem by nyghc 


ThePBardovners tale. 


The potecaty auſwerde/thoul halt haus 
I thyag/ as we gadmy (outeſaue 
In all this wozlde/there is no creature 

That eaten an d hoth of this c enfectute 
Nat but the mountæuaunce of a of whete 
That he ne ſhall anone his lyfc fb2lere 
pelteruche(hatt/and that in tufſe whyle 

Oꝛ thou wylte go paſlyng halfc ample 

This poyſon is ſo (tronge tlo vpolent 

This curſcd man hath in his hande it ent 
This poplon in a boxe and lyth he ran 

Ju to the next ſtcete vuto a man 

Ind bozowed him large botelles thze 

Ind in to the tweyne the popſon poured he 
The thyꝛde he kept clene to2 his dzinke 

fo: all nyght hel hope him foz tolwpnke 

Ju carpenge cf this goloe out ofthis place 
41nd whan thts ryotour with (oy grace 

Had fylled with wpne his great botelles th:e 
To his tclowecs apen repay;cth he 

What nedcth it tolcrmon of it moe 

#0; right as they had call his dcth afoze 
HNyght lo they haue hym (lapn tight anone 
Ino whan this was bone/thanl(pake that one 
Nowe let vs (ptte+d2anke and inake vs merp 
Ind aftcrwarde we wyll his boby vury 

Ind after warde it happed hem pet caas 

To take the botcil there the poplon was 

And d:anke/x pate his tciowe dzinke allo 

Jo whiche anon thep ſtetuen bothe two 

But cettes I (uppole that Juicenne 

Wꝛote neuet in no canoun ne in no fenne 
Moe wondep(o:owes of enpoplonyng 
Than had theſe wzetches two / in het enoyng 
Thus ended den theſe homicides two 

And eke the falſt einpoyſonet atſo 

O cutſed ſynne tull of cuiſedneſce 

O ttraptours homicide O wycke dneſſe 

O glotony O luxury O halard2y 

Thou blaſphemar of Cryſt with vplany 

And othes great/of vlage ano op. 

Alas inankynde/howe map it betyde 

That to thy creatour/ whiche Þ the "+: gt 
And with his —.— diode th. vo t 
Thou arte ſo falſe/ and ſo vnkynde alas 
Now good men god fozyene you ? out tceſpas 
Ind ware you from the ſynne of ate. 

My holp pardon may you all wa ce 

So that pe offer nobles oꝛ ertynges 

©; cis (pluer ſpones b;oches 03 rynges 


Bower : heed vnder theſe holp built 

Come , vp ye wpues-vltrcch of your welle s 

pots ams i entre ums tolls anon 

In tt tau of denen ſ uaui vt gous 

ou aſlople / dy my d gu powere 

aAthat wyd offre/ as tient 4 as cicre 

Is ye were boze/to(y:s thus IJ p:cche 

And i cdu cryſd that is our loulcs lech 

So graunt you his pardon to recerue 

Fo: that is beſt I wyll pou nat bilcerue 

Butly2s o wozde ko:gate J in mp tale 

J haue rclykes and pardon in my male. 

As tape ag any man in Englande 

Whiche were me peut by the popes bande 

{#r any of pou wyll of deuoctoan 

Onten and have mpnablolucion 

Cometh tothe anon +4 knelety bete aden 

Jnomcekely recepucth your paroouws 

£: cls takett) paroon ds re weneoe 

Allncwe and treilh Keucry mylis ende 

Do thac y£ oe 61 way de we ande 

Noblcs 0: pens wiitehe that ben good +? 

Jisanhonourto cult cylth arts tory 

That ve mouc hauc a un eta DA! 

To allople pou in counttœ aste. 

F 03 duentutes whiche that may ber 

F 0: pcrauciiture there nap fall 0 0:5 

Tdowneofhishoztc test his se 

Lokc whiche atatstecitisto oe 

That Laminyourtclow( hyp till 

That may alloyilc you bothe mor 475 11 

Wian that thc Loulct yall from the £oOy ; 

Itede that 0ur hoſte here | Hall beg 

Fo: he 1s inoſte cnauetuped inen, 

C omncth tonche fe: host 4 onroth right 3 ome 

4:30 thout han kydde the ret yes cutter 

ypc to: a groce vubokle anone ty punts 

$? ay nay quod he'tyan have Þ crivtes ere 

Lect be quod be itt hallnat be lo ther ig 

Thou wolbeſt make mc kyite thre ofoc birch 

Ind(were if werearclyke of atey!it 

Though it were with tho funderare ypoyrit 

But by p ctoſſe whiche that ſaynt Eteyn tonde 

{ wolde J had thy coirons inn bondt 

In ſtede of telytzes other offaintewary 

Let cutte hem of! I wyn yelpe the dem to carp 

Cbey t bull de ( bꝛuncd in an hogges to:de 

T 1s pat donct anl werde nat o wozde 

So wꝛothe de was de wolde no woꝛdt ſay 

Nowe quod our hoſte A wu no ienger pley 
uu. 


The Shppmans tale. 
theme with none other man And as we dpdſlet bs laugh and 
— anon the wozthp — — rent = FOR 
anne eee e ¶ dere endeth the Pardoners tale. 
ä —— — Shypmannes 
— I pzap the dzawsthenere tale. 


Martchaàũt ſõtyme was at ſaint Denys 
That riche was whettoze me helde him 
4 wpte he had of excellent beaute (wpic 
And comppnable and reuclous was (he 
Whiche is a thing/that cauſeth moze diſpence 
Than wozth is all the chere and reuerence 
That men hem done at feeſteZ and at daunces 
Suche ſalutacions and countenaunces 
Pallen/ as dothe a ( hadowe on a wall 
But wo is him that payen mult fo; all 
The ſely yuſbande algate he mult pape 
He bs bothe clothe and eke araye 
All foz his ownc wo;ſhpp tull richcly 
In whiche atay we daunſen iolilp 
Aud if that he ht pap petauentute 
Oz tis lyũ nat ſuche ſpences endute 
But thynketh it is waſted and yloſt 
Than mut anothet pay foz our colt 
J 


. an 
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Oꝛ lene bs golde/and that is parlouſe 

This noble marchaunt helde a noble houle 
F02 Whiche he had(ogrecatrepeyze 

Jo his latgenelle /a foz his wyte was fepze 
That wondcr was but hetkeneth to m tale 
Amonge all theſe geſtes great and ſmale 
There was amonke/a fapʒe man # a bolde 
ttrowe that.xxx.wyntet he was olde 

Chat ever in one was dꝛawyng to Þ place 
This ponge monkt / that was lo fap2e of face 
Aqueynted was ſo with the good man 
Sithe that the it firſt knowlege began 
Chat in his houlc/as fampliet was 
As it is poUpble any frende to be 
But foz as moche as this good man 
And cue this monke/of whiche J began 
Were bothe two bozne in one village 
The monke him clapmech as foz colynage 


The Shypmans ta 


And he ayen ſayth nat ones nap 

But was as glad therot᷑ as foule of day 

oꝛ co his herte it was a great pleſaunce 
Thus ben they knyt with eterne alyaunce 
Ius eche ot hem gan other fo: to cnſute 

Of b2otherheed/ whyle that Her lyfe may dure 
Ice was dan John ⁊ namely of diſpence 

Is in that houle and full of bilpgence 

To done pleſaunce and allo great coſtage 
He nat fozyate to peuc the leſte page 

In all that houle but aſtet his degtre 

He yafe the loꝛde / and allo his meyne 

whan that he came ſlome maner honeſt thyng 
ſo: whiche they were as glad ot his compng 
Is foule is fapne whan the tonne vp ryſeth 
Nomoꝛe of this foz it ſuſtyleth 

But ſo dekyliſchis marchaunt on a day 
Shope hun to make tedy his arap 

To warde the towne of Bzuges koz to fare 
To bpen thcre a poꝛcioun ot ware 

Fo: whiche he had to Parys lent anon 
Ameſlanget aud pꝛaped hath dan ohn 
That he ſhulde come to laynt Denys t pley 
With hpm x his wyke a day 02 twey 

Ete he to Bruges went in all wyle. 

This noble :no:1kc/the whiche J pou deauple 
Hath ot his abbot as hymlylt lyccncc 

By cauſe he was a man ot hygh pupcnce 
And cke anottpcer out fo to tybe 

To le het graunges x her bernes wy de 

And to layut Denys come th hum anon 

who was lo welcome as mp lozde dan John 
Our derc coſyn tull ot curtelyc 

With hym he bzought a Jub ofmaluciye 
Ano cke anocher tull of tyne Vernage 

And volatyle/as was his vlage 

And thus | let hem cate dzinke x plap 
This marchaunt i 1s monkt a dap 0: tway 
Thc thyꝛde day the marchaunt vp rylety 
Ind on his nedes(adly hym auyplech 

And vp to his countethoule gothe ye 

To rcken with him lelfe well may be 

Okt that pete /howe that it with him itods 
And ho we Þ he diſpendco had his good 

And ik encrealed he had 02 none 

His bokes and his bagges many one 

He lcpcth befoꝛne him on his countyng bozds 
Full tyche was his treſour and his hozoe 
F0: whiche full faſt his countour he l htte 
And eke he noloe v no man ſ huloe him lette 


Of his atynge/fo; the meene tyme 
3 15t? 2yccatctpil ii was patied puume 
Dm oh was Mica in the mozowꝭ allo 
Iii the garden walked to and fra 

J o(apd his thynges full cutiouſ ip 

7 41s good wyfe came walapug puucip 
$:totye gacden there 4s ht Walked (afte 
410 hymialewcd as (de hath done one 
IJ may dt chylde came in het corpanyse 
Whiche as ſ he lyſt (he may gouetne arid gyt 
Foꝛ pct vnoect the peroc was the maybe 
© dere colyn mn dan fon (he tas 
What epleth you ſo rathe fo: to cyte 

Necc quod e it ought pnougy (unpſe 

F /uc hautes tollepeonanpghyt 
But u were to2 an olde palled wig yt 

As ben this wedded mcn/P lyen aud bare 
As ina fourm:clytteth a wery hace 

Mete all fo; fſtraaght' w boudes great 4 (1141s 
But dete nece wu ſokc vc no be to pal 

$4 crowe certes/that our good man 

I) ath you laboured (ptye the awtx began 
That pou were nede es reftent $4 ite ly 

Aid with that wozde hctougy ntl met: 
And with his owne thougyc wert ail cc. 3 
This tape wpte gant have ber heco 
J10(ap0thus:pe god Wote all gu | bY 
Nap colpn it landet nat lo ts 
F0: by that god chat rate me loalr x 75 
In all the ttaunc of Frauce is teste 
That laſle luſt yath to that lose play 

J 0: { map ipngec alas and ena 
That | was bone but tone wraye ous? 
Date Kum tell bowe if {tanoety will n 


wherto:c Þ thynks/ouc of thts Lanve 10 Wc.rtng 


O:clisotmyicitcco inake an ende 

Do full am | of dzede and cke ot c2re 
nis monke began vpon this wrric to lars 
And ſapd alas m nece god tozbede 
ThHatyecto: anyto:0 wc oz to; anr bede 
$0: do your (eli bur cell me your grefs 
Paraueinuce Imap 3 your milctete 

C 0unlayle o; yelpe 4 hertoze telle th ws 
Jil your aunope fo: Ki yall iccrere de 

£0: 0111p pozchoic bete f mane an oths 
C47 neucr ning iyte to ice ne lathe 
Nethall Jotfnocowaplc pau dew;ap 
Che tame quod l he to you {lay 

15! god and by chis po:tholc/ { pouſwerre 
Chong men wpil mc all to peces ters 
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NeChall Jueuce/fozto go to hell 

— nm nec that pe me tell 

bono ogg ng 

But verilp gau and attaunce 
Tyus ben they d woe thervpon they kyſt 
And to ether what hem lyſt 
Colpuqutadlhe/efthac I has ſpace 
Is J haus nas /g namely in this place 
Than wolve A tell alegende of mp iyfe 
hat J hane — 
with my huſbande / all bc gc pour colyn 
Nap ꝙ this monke dp god and ſapnt Mattyn 
He is no mozecolſpn daa me 
Than is tte lenſt Þ hangery on the tre 
I clepe hum ſo y larnt Denys of Fraunce 
To haut thy moze caule of acquepntaunce 
Of powtwhonne I haue loucd ſpecially 
Iboue all othan womenlpherty 
Chis fwees Jpau/on wy pzofeſſpoun 
Tclleth por grefeleft he come doun 
Ind haltechpou/and go atvap anon 
y derrione quod ſ be o mp dan Jobfi 
full lee wers me this counſaplie to hyde 
But out u mii / ma ro lenget abyde 
+4} tudbanders tome it wort man 
Chat cucy waglprye the wozide began 
\>uilythe } am bes wpfe/eeſptteth nat me 
Do tell no wygdt ef our pꝛaupte 

Acythet unbes nc in none other place 
Gad( mude Fl hulde it tell fo: hes grace 
A wytc ( hakbenat(ayne of het huſbande 
Zut all yonour/as I can vnderſtande 
Sauc vnto you this muchell J tell ſ hall 
As helpe me god he is nat wozthe at all 
In no degee/tche valut ofa fipe 
But pct mic greueth molt his nygatoy 
End wcll ye vote that women naturally 
Delp:en thynges ſote / as well as do) 
They wolde that het huſbandesſhulbe be 
Hatdpn wyſc / ryche and thertefte 
Ind burum to his wy c / a ſreſſhe a bedde 
But by that clke102deÞ fo; vs bievde 
Fo: his hansurmy (cir fo: es arape 
A ſondap nexe I muſte nodes pape 
An hundzed frankes/0; ls Jamio;e 
yet were q lever to be vndoze 
— — — vilonp 

nd bhufbande it ſpye 
— — Ipou pꝛey 
Lene methisſbruc/o; eis mul} J dep 
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Dan Johſi I ſap / lene me this. Cfrankes 
arde J wpl! nat faple you m thankes 
that pe lyſt to do that I vou pꝛay 

F 0 at a certapn day J wyll you pap 

And done to you what 03} 

@Tyat I may done/right as ye lyſt 

And but 7] do / god take on me bengeaunce 

Is foul: ag cuer had Genylioun ot Fraumce 

This gent t monke anſ werde in this manere 

Nowe tre oly mpne owne ladp dere 

I haue on au quod he ſo great a touthe 

That J pou ſwert / and plight mp trouthe 

That whan your huſbade is to Flauders fare 

FJ wplil delpuer you out ofthis care 

Foz Þ wpll vzange you an.C.frankes 

And with Þ wozde/he caught her by p hankes 

And her cnbzaced har de / a apſte het ſoſte 

Gothe nowe pour wap quod he all (tyll ⁊ ſotte 

And let vs dyne as ſont as ye map 

Fo: by my kalander it is pꝛime of the day 

Gothe nowe a ben as ttewe as hall be 

No ue cls god foꝛbede ly quod i he 

And foꝛthe i he gothe as iolp as a pye 

And bad the coke s that they ( hulde hyt 

So that men mpghc dpne at nonc 

Up to het huſbande 1s this wpke gone 

Ind knocketh at his countour boldly 

Who is there quod he/Peter it am J 

Quod ſc what ſpz howe longe wyll pe faſte 

Howe longe tyme wpll pe tceken and caſte 

your (omcs/ your bokes / and pour thynges 

The dpuell haue parte of all (uche rekcnpnges 

ye haue pnough parde of gobdes (onde 

Come downe to dap / let your bagges ſtonde 

At be ye nat aſhamed that dan ohn 

Shall taſtynge all this longe day gon 

What let vs go hete a maſle go dynt 

yt quod this man/lytell canſt thou diupns 

The cutious buſpne lle that we haue 

Fo: ot vs chapmen all ſo god me laue 

And bp that loꝛde that cleped is (aint Jue 

Scarſcly among twile ten twelut ſhall thztue 

C oattnually laſtinge vnto their age 

We map well make chete # good vpſage 

And d;1uc fozthe the wozide as it ma bs 

And kepe out eſtacg in pʒiupte 

T pil we be derd / oz eis that we plap 

I pylgtimage / os gone out of the wap 

And tyerfoze great necellite 


Upon this queynte woꝛlde to aupſe me 


(9g 


te 


Fo: ener moꝛeſwe muſt ſtande in dꝛede 
Ot hap i foztune in out cgapinanyebe 

To Flaundecs wpil go to moo oe at day 
Aud come apen as (oue as cuet 4 map 

Foz whiche dece wpte I the beleke 

As be to cuery gt burum ano mcke 
And foz to kKepe out gooo be cutiouſe 
And honeſtiy gouetu well our houſe 
Cuou haſt ynougy / in cucry inaner wpſs 
Tuat to a thzifty youlyoloe map (uſtyſe 
Che lacheth none atay ne no vytaple 

Ot ſpluet in thy puts ſ halt thou nat faple 
And with Þ worde / his coùtetooꝛe hel hette 
Aud downe he gothe he wolde no lenget lette 
But haſtelv a malle was there (ayde 

And ſpedyly the tables were layde 

Aud to dynnet tall they hem (peode 

And tychely the chapman this monke fedde 
Aud after dynet / dan ohn (oberlp 

This chapman tote a parte pzoperlp 

Jud ſayd hym thus / colyn it landeti (o 
That well Je to Bzuges wyll pe go 

Goo r lapnt Jultenipeoe you and gyde 

I pꝛay you colyn wplcly tyyder ye rybe 
Goucrne you allo well of your dye 
Attempetiy / and namely in this hete 
Betwpre vs two nedeth no ſtraunge fare 
Fat uele colpn / god ( helde pou tro care 
And if any thyng by day 02 by nyght 

Be in mp power 02 in mp pat 

That ye me wyll comaunde in anp wpſe 
It dall be do/right as pe wyll deuyſe 

O thynge 02 that ye gone it᷑ it map be 

J plap pou to lene it vnto me 

Au hunozed frankes/fo; a weke 02 twey 

F 02 certapne beeſtes that muſt bey 

To 0 (t0ze with a place that is ours 

Soo helpe me(0/ I woloc it were poars 
ball nat faple (urcly of my dap 

Nat to; a thoulande Frankes o myle way 
But let this thyng be ſectete I pou pꝛey 
Foz pet this nyghccyis beeſtes muſt | bey 
Ano tate no we well mpne owne colyn ocre 
Scametep of your cod and ot your chece 
Ty1is noble marchaunt and that anon 
In(werve x(apd/D calyn myne dan John 
Nowe ſyaetlp this ts a(inall cequeſ 

My golde is pourt / whan that yc let! 

Ino nat om my golde / but my chaſta ? 
Takc that ye ly god i vylde p be (s 


The Shypmane . 


Butt gyng peknowe well ynough 
Ot apmen ß yer money is yer piough 

W nay creawnce wo ies we baut 4 name 

F it golocieKe fo; to beit is a (h ame 

Vat it apen whan it lycty at pour caſe 

Actet mp myght tayne wolde 4 you ple ae 
Tyelc hundzeu ttankes ft tte he to the anon? 
Ind pꝛiueiy he toke hem to dan Joyn 

No wopgyt of all this lanoe wylt of tis long 
Sauyng this matcgaunt + dan $oyn alone 
\DThey bzinke 4(pcke! 4 rome a wolte t pity 
Cyl chat dan John cpdeth.to his abbey 

Cc inoz0w came 4 fozth riocty this marchaut 
To tlauotts ward uis pit ye bzought him 47 
Tyll he came to Buges well + niectly 4 
Nowe goche this marchaunt well + buſytp 
Fbouteyisneoes and bycth 4creaum ers 
Henepthet playety at the dyce ne Dawn ty 
23Ut as amarcyaunt lt yo:ttp co tell 
Dclcbhislp.c +there $ let hym dwell 

Thc ſonday nete P this maregalue was 3701 
Tolarnt Deuesiscomen om 4001 

With crowne +beroc alltel Ie + newel tai 
In all this hoube there nds lolyPtell a 
Neno wyghytcels but le was full 745716 
That my lo ot dan gon was coο 42411 
Ind(ho:rly to the popnt tige e {ts 400 
This kayze wpke àccozöcch uit 
Tbat foz bis budzed transcs oc ee 
Hauc het in uis acnes boltcvpitg 
And this accozoe partourmeso is ii co 
Jamp;chc all apght 4 buſy iyte wer love 


Tyllic was dap p dan $091 proc ys war 
Ind bad the meynp car wel hh go00 037 
Jo: none of hem neno wygyhe in toe ro wills 


Dath of dan Foun any (wp. cc 0.41 
Ind fo:the hc eyorety home (0 ais abbey 
£: where him tyft nomo:zc of om ter 
T his matchaunt whan Þ ended was tot frr;4 
To laynt Deays be gan agdync repay ic 

Ind with his wette tg. na8<th frett + chere 
Ind ceeftetb het the cygattare is lo dere 

That nedes mutt he marc a cyeucl aunce 

JF 02 be was bounden in 4 recognyſaunce 

T 0 pay.cr.thoulande ſ(uclocs anont 

Fo: whicye this matchaunt is to Parts gone 
To boo ve of certayne frenoes (hat de Hay 

A certavne of franacs/ tome with dem gc 149 
And whan that be was come in to the £641) 
Lo chiette and great alticftoun 


Unto dan Joi he gothe fyaſt him to pley 
Nat fog to Ake ne bozowe ot hy monep 
But (oz td wett / and lc his welfare 
And fo: to tellen him of his chalkare 
As frendes done . whan thep mete iu fete 
Dan Jobũ bym makech tcelt x met cherte 
And hehym tolde full (peccally 
Howe he had well (ped and graciouſly 
Thanked be god / all hole his marchaundp(c 
KHauc that he muſt in all manet wyſe 
Maken a chcucſaunce as ko; the beſt 
And than he ſ hulde be in top and teſt 
Hon Joh anſwerde/certes Jam fapne 

dat 10 in hele arc conien hoine agapne 

at 


And were cyche as haue {| blpſſe 
Ok. x andc( beldes ſ hulde pe nat mile 
Fo: pe lo kyndelp thus othet da 


Lent me golde and as I can and map 
I thankc pou by god ⁊ by ſaynt Jame 
But ncthclclls/ 4 tose it vnto our dame 
your wyke at home / che (ame golde apen 
Upon your benche (he wote ut well certepn 
By cettap ne tokens chat can you tell 
Nowe by pour lcuc I map no lenget dwell 
Out abbot wyll out of this towne anone 
Aud in his company mull J gone 
Grecte well out dame/mpn owe nece ſwete 
And tate well vere coſyn tyll we miete 
This marchait which Þ was full wate 4 wyſe 
Cteaumed hath and paped ce in Patyic 
Do cettayne lumbatdes teoy in her yonds 
The ſome of golde, gatc of hem his bonde 
And amc he goth as mety as a poppngap 
Foz will he kiicwe he ade in luche arap 
That nedes muſt he wpane in that vyage 
A thouſande frankes/aboue all his coſta ge 
His wpkec full te dy inctte hym at pate 
As lhe was wonte of olbe vlage algate 
And all that nyght in myꝛthe thep be lette 
Foz he was tyche / and cle celp out ot dette 
Whawas dap / the marchautc gan enb;ace 
His wpfc all newe/and kyſt het in the face 
And vp ye goth/and maketh it full tough 
No moze quod ſ he / by god pe haue pnough 
And wantoaly agayne with him l de plapbe 
Fon at laſt the matchaunt thus ſapde 
y god quod he / I am a lytell wꝛothe 
With you iny wyfe all though it be mt lothe 
And wote ye why / by god as I gelle 


(That pe haut made a manet 

Betwyx me and my coſyn dan John 

pt ſhulde haue warned me 02 4 had gon 

That he had you an hundzcd papde 

By rebp token/and helde hym puell apapde 

Fo: that I to hym ſpake of cheueſaunce 

Me ſemed lo / as by his countenaunce 

But netheleſſe by god our heuen kpynge 

3 thought to aſke ot gym nothynge 
pꝛay the wpfe do no moze(o 

Tell me nowe oz Alto the go 

It anp dettout haue in mync abſence 

aped the / leſt by thy negligence 

myght hun aſke a thyngt p he hath papd 

This wpfe was nat afcrde ne alltapde 1 

But boldly ſ he (apd/and that anon 

Maty I defye that falſe monke dan Jobfi 

I kepe nat ot his tokens neuet a dcle 

De toke me cettapne golde / ö wote J wele 

What yucll chedom on his monkes [noute 

Fo: god it wote/ wende withouten doute 

That he had peue it me bycaule of you 

To do thetc with mpn honour 4 mp pꝛou 

J 0: colynagel/and eke fo bele chcre 

That he ha had full ofte tymes here 

But lythe J le it Ronte in (uche diltoynt 

IJ wyll anl were you ſhoꝛtip to the popnt 

ye haue no ſlacet dettout than am Þ 

F 02 I wyll pape pou redplp 

I to dap to day / it lo be I fayle 

am pout wyfe/ſcoze it vpon mp taple 

And els JC hall pap as ſone as euet I may 

F 02 by my ttouti I haue on myne acap 

And nat in waſt beſtowed it cuerpdele 

Ind fo2 I hauc beſtowed it ſo wele 

J 02 pour honout / fo godbes ſahe Jlap 

As be nat wꝛothe / and let vs laugh x play 

pe l hall my ioly bobp haue to wedde 

By god J wyll nat pape you but a bedde 

Foꝛgvue it me imyn owne ſpoule dete 

Tourneth hythcr/maketh bettet chere 

This marchaut ſawe thete was none other res 

And fo; to chpde it were but a folp (meby 

Syn that the thinge map nat other be 

Nowe wyft he ſapd / 1 J fozyeue it the 

And bp thy lyfe be no moꝛe ſ large 

Kepe bettet thy good / this gyue J in charge 

Thus endeth mp tale / and god vs ſende 

CTalpuge ynough/vnto our lyues ende. 


CUerbahoſpit(s, 


W Rowe lo 
Thou g 


I ha kelowes be ware ol ſuche a tape 


The monke put in the mannes hode an ape 


And in his wpues tac / bp ſapnt Zuſtyn 


Dꝛaweth no monkes no moꝛe to your inne 
But nowe palle duet / lete vs (cke aboute 


who l hall te a tale ficſt vf all this route 
Another tale / with that woꝛde he layd 
Is curtepſ ly / as it had be ainapde 

My lady pꝛiozeſſe / by pout leue 

So that J wyſt / Ic dulde pou nat gteue 
wolde deme that pe tellen ſ holde 

tale next i lo were that ye wolde 


Rowe wpll pe voucheſ aufe — lady dere 


Gladly quod ſ he i layd as pe l hull here 
CHhereendeth the woꝛdes of the 
bolt / and here be th 
che Pꝛioꝛeſles 
pꝛologe. 
>==4 
Vomine diis noſter / quam admica⸗ 


bile eſt nomen tuũ in vniucrſa terra. 


Od our lozd thy name euet inaruclous 
Is in this large wozlde (paced vl ye 


Fo; nat all only/thy laude pze6ious 
Parfourmed is / by men of dignyte 


But by the mouth of chyldzen thy bounte 


Parfourmed (s/foz on the bzelt (oubpng 
HSomtyme( hewen they thyn heryeng 


rfo;e in laude / as I can and map 
—ů— ofthe — lyly tour 


Ell ſapd by cozpus diis (apd our hooſt 

mote thou ſayle by p cool 
maiſter / gentle marpnere 
God peut the monde a thoulade laſt quad pere 


Which che bare / 1 is mapde al wap 
Tot: . aftozy/J wyll do mp labour 
No” nat I may encrece her honour 
Fo iheherſelfe is honour and the rote 


t bounte / next her ſonnt and ſoule s bote 


O mother mapde O mayde i mother fre 


© duſſhe vnb;ent/ bzennyng in Mortts (pght 
That taupſſhedeſt do wne from the beyte 
Tho:owe thyn hudles p gooſt Þ in the a lygbt 
Ot whole bertue/ whan he thyne hette lygut 


Concepucd was the fathers (apicence 
Helpe me to tell it in thy reucrence 


Lady thy bounte thy magnyficence 
Thy vertue and thp great humy!:'c 


There may no tonge erp:elle in no (cre 


Fo:(omtymelady/o: men p:ap the 
Thou goeſt befozne of thy bentgn17!e 
Ind getteſt vs the ipght of thy pay cre 
To gyden vs vato thy (onne (o det 


Mp konnyng is o weakt O brenn 


Fo: to declare thpn bygh wo:thyncTe 
That Int may the weyght(ulten: 


But as a chylde okt weluemonth 0154 »: (c. « 


That can vancethe/ any woꝛde tt 


tipght(ofare J and thetto:c F you p29 


Gydeth my longe as Ja poi (ay, 


CHereendeth the P:iozelles 1;0 


logt / z here after tolo wet 
ber talc. 
— 


Here was tn Alte/ta a great cyte 
Imonge crilten folke a Jury 
Suſteyned by alozde of Þ countre 
Foz foule vlure/3 donp 
hate to Criſt 3tohiscompany 
Ind tho;ow this ſtrete mi might cyde dende 
Foz it was fte and open at euety ende 


I lptell ſcole ot cryſten folke there ode 

Do wn at ferchet 3 Here were 
Chylozen an hepe/ comen of cr iſten 

That letned in ſcoit / pete by pete 

Suche maner doetryne/as men vlen here 
This is to ſap / to ſpngen and to rede 

As (mall chpldzen do / in het chyldchede 


Amonge theſe chyldzen was a wpdo wes ſonne 
4 lyteil clergyon/lcuen pete of age 

That dap by dap / to (cole mas his wonne 

And chealſo/whereÞ he (awe the ymage 

Df Cryſtes mother / had he in vlage 

Is him was taught / to knele adowne 3 ſap 
Dis ue marta as he gothe by the wap 


this w het lytle ſonnt tau 
SS 
/ ate it 
03 the (elp 5 Wo ſone lete 
ape/whan J remembze me on this matete 


N 


Ok Cryſtes m 


Sapnt Nycholas ſtonte cuet in mp pꝛeſente 
10 he ſo ponge to C rplt dpd reverence 


This lytell chylde / his lpcell boke 
As he (ate in the (cole/achis pzunere 


He Alma redemptozis mater / herde ſynge 
As chyldꝛen lerned het Mnephoners 


And as he dutſt / he dze we ape nere a nere 


And herkened aye/the woꝛdes and the note 


CTyll he the ky zit v 


e coude all by rote 


Naught wyſt he / what thts laten was to (ap 
Foz he ſo ponge and tender was of age 

But on a dap his felowe gan he pꝰap 

Co cxpowne hin this ſange in his langage 
Oz tell hym why this ſonge was in 


Full ofte typmes 


Chins pzapde he him / to conſtte we x declare 


his knees bare 


Tamer hun chus this loge F bange 
un ts(0ge 
Was made edle | * 
Het to lalewe /a ene her fo; to pꝛey 
To be out helpe and ſocour / whan we dey 
— — SOUNne 

lerne langt / A can but lyteil gramers 


And is this ſ made in reverence 


lad this innocem 


- 


Node certapne/ J wyll do my dyligence 

To conne it all /o Criſtemas is all ywent 
Though that J fo: iny pꝛimet be( hent 

And Chulde be beate thiuſs in an hour 
J wpll it conne / out lap to honour 


His felowe taught hym hom warde pꝛiuely 
Fco day to dap tyll he coude it all by rote 

And than he longe it well and boldely 

Fro woꝛde to woꝛde / accoꝛdynge to the note 
Twps a dap it paſſed thoꝛowe his thꝛote 

To ſcole warde / # home warde whan he wente 
On Crpſtes mother (et was all his entente 


Is I haue ſayd / thoꝛowout the Jurye 
This lytell chylde as he came to and tro 
Full merily wolde he lynge and crye 
Oma tedemptoꝛis matet eucr mo 
The lwetnelle his herte per {ed (0 

Ot Criſtes mother that het het p2ap 

He can nat ſtynte of ſyngvngt by the wap 


Out firſt toe the lerpent Bathanas 

That hath in iues herte / his walpes neſt 
Up cwale and (apde/O eb2aike peoplc aias 
Is this à thynge / that is to you yonelt 
That ſuche a bop/l hall walken as hym leit 
In pour diſppte/x{pnge okluche lentence 
Whiche is apenſt out lawes rcucrence 


Ito thence foꝛthe the Jewes haue conſpyted 
This innocent / out of this wo:lde to Chic 
In homycide therto haue they hyzcd 

Right at an alep/had a pꝛiut place 

.4no as the chplde gan foꝛthe by to pace 
This cutſed Jewe hymhcut'+helde talte 
And cutte his thꝛote / and in a pytte hym calte 


I (ay that in a warderope they hum the; / 
where as the {ues purgen her entraplc 

O curſed folke/of Herodes all ne we 

What map your yuell entent you auayle 
Murder wyll out cettaync / it wyil nat fayle 
And namely there Þ honour of god [hall ſpꝛede 
The blode out cryeth on your curled debe 


O mater/lowned vnto virgynyte 
Nowemapyſtthoulpnge/ following euer in one 
Tye whytelambe ccleitpatl quod uc 

Ot whiche the great cuangelpſt (aint John 


The Pꝛioꝛeſſes t⸗ 


Y 


JaP mos wꝛote whiche ſaych þ they gon 
Bet .nethislambe/ x#(yngeatonge aye ncwe 
T atncucr flellylp woman they ne knewe 


his pooze wydowe awaytetz all Þnyght 
Aftet het lytell chylde'and he came nougyt 
Jo: whiche as lonc as it was day [yghr 
Wich face pate of oꝛede and buſy thought 
She hach at lcole and els where him lought 
Chat tynally ſo fet (he gan to {py 
Chat he laſt lenc was in the Jute 


With mothers pytie in het bꝛeſt incloſen 
Dhe gothe asl he were halte out of ther mende 
Co cucry place wherc ( te hath (upporen 
213ylyktpheed her lytell chylde for to tende 
Ind cuer on <riſtes mother meke and kv: e 
Dh: cryde and at the last thus (hen 
Imonge the cutted iucs (he him long 


She alketh xl he freyneth pytoul | 
Ok cucry uc that dwelled in that e 
Co tell yer it her chude went aug fo, 
Thcylapd nay/but Jeſu ofhis grace 
vate in bet thought within alete (o 255 
That in that piace attet het (one | tc 
Wycre he was caſtynmmapyrt be 


©) grcat god that parfourmecN Hs | 111 
By inguthe of innocences lo hore (hy 
his gemme of chaſtyite this emer an; 
Ind ce of marty2dome the ruby vital! 
There he with throte corner 
Dc Uma tedemptonis gan co fy 

Do laude that all the place g2 1 


T hc cryſten folke thac by the Nrete were? 

$11 came/ fo; to wonder vpon this chen 

Aud haſtely they fo: the prouoRt (ene =» 
Whiche tonde the chyloe freſhly pet dle dyng 
Ind herpeth Stiſt chat is of heuen kong 
Ind eke bis mother honour of manns 
Ind attet that the 1ucs let he bynde 


This chylde with pytous lamentacion 
Up taken was wageng this ſonge alwey 
Ind with honour 4 great pꝛocellpon 
TYP carye himin to tge nette abbey 

Dis mothet (wounyng by his bete ley 


P.. 


Be nat ag 


W 


The pꝛologe of Chaucet. 


that was there 
2 f —— from the bete 


with turment ꝛ wtthſhamefull dethe echone 
This pꝛouoſt dothe theſe iues fo; to ſtetut 
That ot this murdet wyſt / that anone 

He nolde no ſuche cutſtdueſſe obi etut 

yuell ſhall he haue that puell wyll deſctue 
Whertoꝛe / with wylde hot he dyd hem tzawe 
And aftet he hanged hem by the la we 


Upon his bete apt lpeth this innocent 

Bekozc the hygh autet whyle the malle laſt 
And after that che abboc and his couent 

Hem ſpedde / foꝛ to bury him tull faſt 

Ind whan they holy watcr on hym caſt 

pct ſpake this chylde whan (pzeynt was holp 
Ve lange o Ama redemptozis mater (water 


This abbot whiche that was an holy man 
As monkes den oz cls ought to be 

This ponge chylde to cuniure he began 
And (ayd/ O dere chylde I cunture the 

Fi the vertue ofthe holp trinpte 

Dell me what is thp cauſc to; to ſynge 

On that tlp thꝛote is cut to mp (crmpnge 


My th:otc is cut vnto mpne necke bone 
Sayd this chylde 4 as by way of hynde 
Il yulde adeyde/pelonge tyme agone 
But Jeſu Crill as pt in bokces fynde 
Wyll that his glozp laſt and be in mpnde 
And foꝛthe wozl yyp of his mother dere 
pet map I (pnge © alma loude and dete 


This well of mcrcp/Criltes mother ſwete 
4 loued al way as after mp connynge 

And whan that J mp lyfe( hulbe fozicte 

To mel he came a bad me fo; tolpnge 
This anteme verily in my dyenge 

Is yt haue herde / whan that I had ſonge 
Se thought ſ he layde a greyn on mp tonge 


Wherfoze Iſynge / a ſynge muſt certeyn 
In honour of that bleſſed mapde fre 
Tyil fro my tonge/taken is the greyn 
And after that / thus ſayd ſ he to ine 


My lytell chylde / than wpll J fetche the 


greyn is fro thy tonge ytake 
/ A wpll the nat fozſake 


Whan that 


This holy monke this abbot hym meane J 
His tongt dut caugbt / ⁊ toke away the grey) 
And he pale vp the gooſt full ſoſtelpy 

And whan this abbot had this metuaple ſeyn 
His lalte tearcs/trylled downe as repn 

Ind ou lynge plat he fyll to the grounde 
And ltpil he lap / as he had be pbounde 


The couent ehe lap vpon the pament 
Wepynge and heryeng Criſtes mother dere 
And aftet that vp they toſe / ⁊ foꝛthe they went 
Ando toke awap this marty2 fro his bete 

And in acombe of marble ſtoncs clere 
Encloſen they this lytcll body lwete 

Thete he is nowe/god lene vs fo; to mete 


O ronge Hewe of Lyncolne ſlayne alſo 
With curled iewes as it is notable 

Jo: it is but a lytell whyle a go 

Pꝛay cke foz vs we ſynkull folke vnſtable 
That ot his metey god lo merciable 

On vs his great mercy multpply 

Fo; rcucrence of his mother Mary. 


C Here endeth the Pꝛioꝛeſſes tale. 
and here foloweth the pꝛo⸗ 


loge of Chaucers 
tale. 


„ 0 


Han ſaid was this mpy:acle euety man 
W As lobet was that wonder was to ſe 
T yll that out hooſt to iapen began 
And than at etſt he loked vpon me 
And layd thus what man arte thou O he 
Thou lekeſt as thou woldeſt fynde an hate 
Joꝛ euet vpon the grounde Ile the ſtare 


Appꝛoche nete ano loke vp merily 

Nowe ware pouſits / let this man haut place 
Heigl hape in the waſte as well as F 

This wete a popet in an atme to embzace 

107 any woman (mall / and fayze of face 

He lemeth eluyſſhe / by his countenaunce 

F 0: vato no wyght dothc he dalpaunce 


Say nowe ſomwhat ſyn other folke haue ſaid 
Tell vs a tale of myꝛthe / and that anone 
Holle quod I ne be nat puell apayde 


Aymeot᷑ ly; Thopas 


F0: other tale certayne em I none 
But of a ryme pleraed longe a gone 


ye ꝙ he / that is good pnowe let vn here 
Some depnrehangimt thpuketh by thy chert 


His name was (y Tho as 
ybozne he was in fer countre 
In Flaunders all be ponde che lee 


It Poperpnge in the place 


His father was a man full fre 

A loꝛde he was of that countre 

Is it was goddes grace 

Dy} Thopas wert 8 doughty depo 
Whyte was his face ag pepne men 
His lpppes reed as role 

Vis rudde is lyke ſcagtet in grayn 
Is I tell pou in good cattaen 

He had a ſemelp noſe 

His heart / his berde/ das lyls ſaſtron 
That to his gyzdle tau adwils 
His (hone of cozdewane 

Ok Bzidges wershughaſgo hows 


Che .aveth pzologe/and here t | 
',cgpnneth ryme of (yp; 144 
Tbopas. Fi! 

y 


Nis robe was of (yclatoun 
That coſte many a cane 
Þecoude hunte at wylde dete 

And tpde an haukynge fo; tpucte 

With grey gol haut on hande 

Therto he was a great archere 

Of wzaſtlynge wus there none bis piece 
Tete any Ramſ bulde tande 

Full many a mapde bzeght in bour 
Thep mourned ko; gym patamout 
Whan hem were det to ſ lepe 

But he was chaſte and no lechout 
And wett as is che bzemdle flour 
That beate th; che reed hep: f 
And ſo it til vpon a dap f 
Fo:oths/as Nyau teil map 
Sy: Thopas wolde out rpde | 
He wo dt vo bes Hos gra 
And in his hande 8 launcegap | 
Jonge (werde dy bis ſyde 


Be p;icked too a f fozeſt 
Tderm is man ä 
41. 


Armed O Thopas. 


pe and hare ISUTLEES. P 
And a noꝛtde eſi | 

I tel u yyrirhad men 

Betyde a ſoꝛy tate 

There ſpꝛongen derben great. and (mall 
Thelyco2icc and the Cetuale | 

And manp a clouc =_ 


whether it 
O2 fo2 to lay 
The dyꝛdes 
The lpcrha = 
That op w 

The th;oltpilmade ctze his lay 
The wode dens vpou the lp:ap 
He lange fullh@ude — — 
SP Thopas l u touc 
All whan he the twuſtell ſxnge 
Ind pꝛicked is ht wert wode 

His fay:c ſtede in his pꝛickpynge 
SDoſwette en myght dym wztogs 
His ſydes w | blode 


SY; — 


t lo werp was 


4 02 pucbyngets che loſte gras 
Do tycte waͤs his coꝛage 


iy 


Chat bowne helepde mia the 

To make his ltede [ome ſolace 

Ino pate hom good fozagc 

J (apnt arp benedictue 

What ayleth this louc at ne 

To bpnde melo oe 

Me dꝛemed all this nyght patde 

In cite quene ſ hulde my ladp be 

Ind (lepe vader mp gome 

In elte quene wpli I have pwps 

Jo in this wo:1de no woman is 

Woꝛthy to be my make in towus 

All other women I to;{ake *' 

And to an ele quene I me tabe 

By dale and aht bp Do wne 

In to the ſadyll tz clambe anane 

And p;icked ouet ſtyle and ſtem 

An clfe quene to aſppe 

Tyll he ſo longe hath tyd den aud gon 

That he founde a pzu1p won 

— — | So wylde 
02 in that countre was thrrenone - 

Nepther wyfe ne cheide 

Tylichat there.came 8 great gygunt 

Dis name ITE 


EW ITE, 


Teure 


Out ot a ſell Natteſk 


I patlous man If dede 5 
And (apd chylde by cernongaunt | 
But ik thou paint ofmpn haun 
Anone IJ fee teens / With mace 
Hete is this quene of tatrpe 
With harpe and pyp#/and ſymphonye 
Td wellynge in this place Jthe 
t 


the 

Whan that I haue myne armeut 

Ind pet I hope pat ma fap 

That thouſ halt with thes lancegay 

en it full loute / Thy monde 

11 J petce if I may \ 

Oꝛ u be tully pzune ofthodap 

Fo: here ſ halte thou be (laws 
pzThopas de we a backe full faſte 
ye gyaunt athym ſtones calſe 


But fap;e clcaped (p; pas 

And all was tuoʒzough goddes grace 
Ind tho:zough his tayzs beatynge 

pt lyſttucth a0 to nip tale 
Meriet than the ny r 


4 wich pou cou 
Thopaswahleves | 


male 
aickpnge ouet hyll and dalc 
Ee comen agapne to towne 
His merp men camaunded he 
To ma en hym dete game and gle 
Fo: nedes muſt hpmfygye 
with a gpaunt with heedes thzs 
Fo; patamous aus tolyte 
Ot onc that ſhone fo pxaghe 
Come do he (apb my mynſttales 
And ieſtoucs fv; to tell tales 
Anone in myne arn 
Ot tomaunccs that ben tpall 


Ok popes and ofcardpnall 


Aud cke of loue longynge 
Thep 1 — wyne 


And mede in amaſleipne 

And rpall (pyclozy 

Of gpngerbzede/that was ſo kyne 

Ind lycozice / and ene t 
With luget that is try 

He dyd nerte his whyte lere 

Df clothe a lay andclere 

A dꝛeche and cke a 


a l hette 
And nexte dis choc an hancton 


The wozdes ol the Hoo” 


But iygg 
His big . geline was his wonger 
And by im bayterh hes deſttet 

On he bes kyne and good 


And oucr that an 

Fo: petſynge of his here 

Ind oucr chat afyne hauberke 
Was all y wzought of iewes Werks 
Full ſtronge it was of plate 

Jud ouet that his cote armute 

Is whyte as is the lily out 

in whiche he wyll debate 
1):15Chelde was all of golde ſd reed 
And therin was a bozegheed 

I charbokpyll by his ſyde 

Ind there he lwoze on ale and bꝛetd 
Howe that the gyauntl hall be deed 
Betyde what map betyde 

Dis tambedeur were of qupzebolp 
[)1s[werdesl hcthe of puozp 

Vis helme of latoun bꝛight 

His (adell was of tewelbone 

His budell as the (onne( hone 

Oꝛ as the mone lyght 

His ſpeate was of fyne Cyp:eſle 
That byddeth werte nothyng pecs 
The heed full l harpc pgrounde 
His ſtede was all dappyll gray 

It gothe an amble in the way 

L all ſottely and tounde in londe 
Lo loꝛdes myne hete is o fyt 

It ye wyll any moze of it 

To tell pet wyll | fonde, 


. 1 O we holde pour mouth pour chatte 
Bothe knyght and lady fre 
Ind herkeneth to mp (pell 

Ok a batayle ot chpualtpe 

Ind ok ladpes loue dzurye 

Inone Jwyll pou tell 

Men lpeken of xoinaunces of pztce 
Of Doznchylbe and of Jpotile 

Of Beups and of ly: Gup 

Ofly; Lybcur/tofly: Playpndemour 
But ſyꝛ Thopas beateth the flour _ 
©tropall chyualrye 

His good ſtede all he beſtrode 

Ind toꝛthe vpon his wap he rode 

Js lparcle out of bzonde 

Upon his creſt he barc a tour 

And therin ſtytzed a lily flour 
Sodſhylde his body from ( honde 
Ind fo: he was a knyght auntetoule 
Denolbeſlepenimnuone he. Ale 


is hood 


Hp elte dzanke ofthe well 4 
Is yd the knyghtfy: Percpuell 


Do worthyly vnder wede. 


¶ The hooſt interrupteti | 
his tale. == 
— 


107 moꝛe ot this fo; goddes dignrte 
fo thou quod our hoſte mak nc 
So0 wervy of thy very lewonelle 

That all ſo wys god my (oule bleſce 
Ppneeares aben of*thy d:atry (peche 
Noweluche aryme the dyucll Þ bereche 
This map well be aryinc dogertell he 
Why lo quod J why wylce tyou let 1116 
Moe ok my tale than anothet man 

Syn it is the beſt ryme that T can 

By god quod he tull playnly aro ede 
Thy d:afty ryſpnge is nat wo:th a 10:5 
Thou dacſt naught cls but [(pendel} rey, 
Sy: at o wo;de thoul halt nolenger. rh 
Let ſe where thou canſt auglt cel! i ichs 
Oz tellen in p:ol; (om whac at tene | 


eee 


Gladly quod he by goddes( wete pen 
I wyll you tell alptclithynac wm pose 
That ought tolyke you as (topp e 
O:elscertapie pe be to daungerols 
It is à moꝛall calc vertuous 
ll be it tolde lomtptmeeimltondzy wrte 
Ot londzy kolke as Jiball you ocurd 
Ind thus ye wote that cucry cuangely!} 
That teil vs the payne of Jctu crit 
Nelapthnat all chyng as his frlowe dothe 
Hutnetheleſle her (eneence is all lotye 
Ind all acco:dynge as in bet lentenct 
All be there in her tellynge dittetence 
Jo met ot hem layth moꝛe and lome le le 
whan they his pycous paiſyon etpꝛelle 
Imeane of Parke/ Pachewe Luke à John 
But doutlelle/her lentence is all on 
Thettoꝛe loꝛdyuges I pou beleche 
Ichat pe thynke J vary in my (pecbe 

D. 11. 


re 
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Armed O Thopas. 


| hare - 188 . a 
— edc e © 2 
I teli u almeſt | -- 


Betpde a ſozp “tete 

There ſpꝛongen herbes great and (mall 
The lycoꝛice and the Cetuale | 
And manp a clouc gylofer | 


That iop was hcre 
The thꝛoſtyll made ckt his lap 
The wode don vpon the {p:ap 


Vt lange fu —— 

Orz Thopas cum — ee 

All whan he the thuſt ell ſynge 

Ind pꝛicked 8$he were wode 

His fapzc ſtede in his p;ickpnge 

Solwette thatmenmpggt dem tags 
Vis (pdcs wert all blode 

SY: Chopaßsche lo werp was 

4 0: puctzynge ts che lofte gras 

Do tycts was his coꝛage 

Chat do wuc heleyde hym in the plate 

To make his ſtedt ſame lolace 

Ino pate hv!!t good fo;age 

I (aynt Q aty denedictte 

What ayleth this louc àt me 

To bynde me to oe 

Mt dꝛemed all this oyght parde 

In cite quene ſ hulde my ladp be 

I'1b( lepc vaber mp gosze | 

In elte quene wyll I yave pes 

10 in this wonde no woman 18 

Woꝛthy to be mp make in towus 

Ill other women F< fo;\ake * 

And to an elfe quene I mi tabe 

Bp dale and che by Do wne 

In to the ladyll ee clambe anone 

And pꝛicked ouet ſtyle and Cone 

An cite quene to aſppe 

Tyll he ſo longe hath cydden aud gone 

That he founde a pʒiup wone 
— — Ho wpide 

02 in that countre was there none - 


Nepthcr wyfe ne chpide 
Tyll 


Out ot a ſell d atte i tynge 


— — * 

And (ayd chylde by termaagaunt / 

But it thou patckeant ofmpen bannt | 
Anone IJ leethy Bope/| With mace | 
Hete is this quene of fatrye 

with harpe and pype / and ſymphonye 

To wellpnge in chis place Jthe 


Teupen Ht Nd the 


Whan that I haue myne armeur 
Ind pet I hope pat ma fa? 

(That thou halt with thes lancegay 
en it kull loute / Thy used 

1 J perce if I may 
©; u be tully pume of thodap 
Fo; here ſ halte thou be (tawe 
pP}Thopas de we abacke full faſte 
he gyaunt athym ſtones calle 


But fap;e tit aped ly pas 
And all was thozoug goddes gtace 
Ind thoꝛouq his taye beatynge 
pc lyſteu eth ioꝛdynges to mi tale 
Mextet than thenyghtyngale 
2 pou count 

4 
uckynge ouet hyll and dale 
s comen agayne to towne 
His metp men cùmaundeo he 
To ma en hym dete game and 
Fo: nedes mult hym fygyt * 
with a gyaunt with des des che 
Fo; patamous aus (olyte 
Ot one that [hone fo pxaghe 
Come do he ſapd my myuſttales 
And ieſtouts fo; te teu tales 
Anone in mynt atmynge 
Of romaunces th den tvall 
Ok popes and ofcatopnall 
And cke of loue longynge 
Thep tet hyymEzthelwere wyne 
And mede ma maſlelpne 
And rpall(ppclozp 
Ot gyngerdꝛede / chat was ſo tyne 
And lycozict / and ane compne 
With luget that is try 
He dyd nexte his whytelere 
Ol clothe a laybe ſyne and clett 
A dꝛeche and cke a ſ hette 
And nexte his (hort an habeton 


male 


Ind oucr that an halergeon 
Fo: petſyngc of his here 
Ino oucc chat a tyne hauderke 
Was all y wzought of cewes werks 
Lull ſtrouge it was of plate 

Ind oucr that his cote armure 

As whyte as is the lily out 

in whiche he wpll debate 

Vis chelde was all of golde ſo reed 
And therin was a bozegheed 

J charbokpll by his ſyde 

Jad there he lwoze on ale and bꝛeed 
Voue that the gyauntl hall be deed 
Betyde what map betyde 

Vis tambedeur were of quyzebolp 
[)t1s[werdesl hcthe of puozp 

Dis helme of latoun bzight 

His ladell was of rewelbone 

His budell as the (orine( hone 
Oꝛas the mone lyght 

Hislpeate was of kyne Cyp:elle 
That byddeth werte z nothyng pecs 
The heed full ( hatpe ygrounde 
His ſtede was all dappyll gray 

It gothe an amble in the wap 

Full ſottely and tounde in londe 
Lolo:des mync hete is o fpt 

It ye wpll any moe of it 

To tell pct wyll J fonde, 


. 1 ) Owe holde your mouth pour charpte 
1 Bothe knyght and lady fre 
Ind herkeneth to mp (pell 

Ok a batayle ot chy.ualrye 

And ok ladyes loue dzurpe 

FAnone J wyll you teil 

Men lpckcn of tomaunces of pꝛice 
Of Doznchylde and of Jpotile 

Of Beups and ofly2 Gup 

Otkly; Lybcur/x of(y: Playndemour 
But ſyꝛ Thopas bcareth the tlour 
Ot ropall chpualrye 

His good ſtede all he beſtrode 

And fozthe vpon his way he rode 
Fs(parcle out of bzonde 

Upon his creſt he barc a tout 

Ind therin ſtyked a lily flout 

God( bhyldehis body ftom ſhonde 
Ind fo: he was a knyght auntetoule 
Denoldeſlepcn in none houle 


The wordes of the ho 


Butlygg is hood 

His be ,cheline was his wonger 
Ind by Jim bayterh hes deftrer 
On hr ves fyne and good 

Hpr (clfe dꝛanke ofthe well 
Is oyd the knyght(yz Percyuell 
Do worthyly vader wede. 


C. The hooſt interrupteth 
his tale. 
9. 


107 moꝛe of this fo; goddes dignyte 
A_,/ fo; thou quod our yoſte mak nc 
S0 wery of thy very lewonelle 
That all ſo wys god my (oule bleTe 
WVPpreeares aken of thy dꝛatty (peche 
Noweluche a ryme the deut T betechse 
This map well be aryme dogrereil © ve 
Why lo quod JF why wylce thou ler ine 
Moe of my tale than another man 
Syn it is the beſt ryme that Þ can 
Bp god quod he full playnly ato rode 
Thy d;afty rympnge is nat wo:th a (0:5; 
Thou doclt naught cls but ſ(pended tir; 
Sy: at o worde thou l halt nolenger ry; 
Jet ſe where thou cant aught tell 2 ihe 
Oz tellen in p2olc form what ate 
Fn which there map before mp2th 0: dect 
Gladly quod hc by goddes([ wete pen 
{I wyll you ccll alpcill thynac in po 
That ought tolyke you as (app 
Oels cettaynec pe be to daungecto!s 

tis à mo;all tale vertuous 

be it tolde lomtymeeimlondzy anne 
Ot lond2:p kolke as Jlball you deus 
Ind thus ye woce chat cucty cuangeily!, 
That tell vs the payne of Ictu crilt 
Nelapthnat all chyng as his fclo we doth 
But netheleſſe her (entence is all ſothe 
Ind all acco;dynge as im bet lentence 
All be there in her tellynge ditterence 
Jo ſome ot hem tayth mo: te and lome leTe 
Wban they his pytous pallyon ctpꝛeile 
Imeane of Parke/ Pachewe Luke 3 John 
But doutlelle Her ſentenuce is all on 
Thettoꝛe loꝛdynges | pou beleche 
chat ye thynke I vacy in my lpeche 

D.. 
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Che wendes ofthe Noot. 


| that I tell 
As thus/though 


Ot p 
ompꝛedended eu this lytell treatyſe here 

To enfozce with theelfecre mp matere 

And nat the (ame woꝛdes ſap 

As vt pet to you all J Har 

Blameth me nat o as in mp ſentence 

H hull pe nowhere fynde no dyfference 


Foz theanagnce of this tecatit lete. 


pe daus beſdee 


i 


3 


C 


Sequitur Chau⸗ 
cecs tale 


* 


lemoze .... Aftcrthe whiche merp tale this J watte 
And therfoze harkeneth what Ic dall cay 
And let me tell mp tale J vou pay. 


yonge man that called was Mcl- 
lebeus/Þ whiche was mighty and 
ryche/ begat a doughter vpon his 
wpke/ that called was Pzudence/ 
wyiche doughter called was S0- 
phye/v pon a dap befpll/tyat he foz his dilpozte 
went hym in to the feldes fo; to playe/ his wyfe 
and his doughter hath he let within his houle 
of whiche the dozes were kate htte. There of 
his olde foes hath it a{pped/ and ſetten laddets 
vnto the walles of his houſe / and by the wyn⸗ 
dowes deen entred in / and bete his wpke and 
wouded his doughtet with fyue moztall woun 
des in fpuclondzye place s:that is to ſap / in bet 
fete in het handes in her cates in her noſe / and 
in her mouthe / and leſten her foz deed/ and wen 
ten her way. Whan Mellebeus retourned was 
in to his houſe / and (awe all this myſchiefe/ he 
ly»ke a madde man rentpnge his clothes began 


to Wepe and crpes,, | r r = 


Rudtce his wyfe as fexfo:th as che durlt 
beſought hyin of his weppnge to ſtynte. 
ut nat foʒ tuy he be gau to wet and tcyt cuet 
lenger the moze. This noble wyfe Waben 
temembꝛed her vpon the ſemence of da iu 
his booke that cleped is the RNeme dys of leus/ 


whert as he laytht. He ts a fale 5 dy te 

che mothet to wepe i tit dete of hr 
tyll yt hathe wepte det yl as fo; 4 (£1471, 
terme : and than i all a main do bis Dp li gills 
with ampablc woꝛdes beg 19 (0to x i: 3555 5 4 
her of her wepynge to ccc. £03 Whichc 5. 4 
(on this noble wyfe pzudence WHIECD 018 wy 
bande to wepe and crye às 034 £60341 ip, | 
And wan (ue (4 we Uct tine cla de 

in this wyic. Alas my 10208 (aide nere 
ye pour ſeitt fo: to be ly c 8 fold toy tothe tt 
pettàapucth nat to a wile mia to num 
towe pout doughtcet by thr gr acc of goo it 
watiſſhe and eſcape: and atl were At Hat t 
ryghenowe Were derd eie 0Ugyt nat te: 
de the yourlelte to diſttopc. Senche (41th 1/4 
wyle man (hall nat takt to grcat Dpbe onto: 
foz 8ᷣ dethe ot his chyldꝛen: dat ctctel eue 
(uffre it ii pacience as weil as he ab ydeth t 
dethe of his une propre peo n.. 


Dis ellebeus aaſmetde anone and 
larde. What mau i hulde of bis we⸗ 
pruge Tpare. that hay ſo great cauic 


to wept. lau td our los de bruce wepte 
to) tot ot qe of KaJatue big (Trend udence 
@unl WErde , ccc well I wore / aN p Na 


RR 


wepynge is 


edefendedto that ts 
— 5 t in ſoʒowieꝛ: but it is ra 

ten co wepe. The apoſtie Paule 
— the — ns wꝛyteth. Many ſhall res 
tople with hem make toyeraud wepe with 
ſuche folke as pynt. But ace 


cpcn/let hem 

thy frende d iganiy to 

trende and dettet tha to; owe 
rende wh : 


bott. Ind you g 
ence ——_ 


emembꝛt the þ Jeſus Sprak — 
that a man that is iopouſe and glad in 
hette it hym conſcrueth tloziſſhynge in 

age. Ano tom io outull heut mani ii ijis boy 
nes dꝛyt. Hetaytꝭ che thus chat i e en hett 
ueti full «zany a man. Q temon ſayti: that 
tyg lit as mothes in the i het tleſe anopeth the 
ddotoes / and the (male wounes the trees: right 
{0 anopeth (oꝛs we the herte of man. Wherto:e 
vs eught/ as well m the dethe of dur chien / 
as in the loſſe ot ut goodes tempo;all haue pa 
cience.Remomb:ing on the pacitut Jes / whan 
de badde tote his —— and his cempo;all 
goodes / and had endured many a full greuous 
temptacione yt ſayd he thus. Dur loꝛde hat; 
gyuen tomet our lozde yathe betaſte it me. 
Night ſo as our ſoide hath wolde/reghtio it is 
done: phioſſed be de dame of out lobe. % 


Otdeſe foxclapde hpnges / anſ werde 

T — hes wpfe mdence: all 
thp wordos denlothoſudye/and ther⸗ 

to * But tre wly myne herte is ttou⸗ 
_ — this lo — greuoully{thar J wot 


— all thp — 
— thylgnagr whiche 
yu / cum ves the} and tell to them pour cale 


The tale of Chaveer- 


thou ſ halt neuer cepente. Than by caulc of the 
/ this Melle⸗ 


coumarte ot his wyfe P | 
deus lette callen a great ation of folk 
as Cirurgyens / Þhpſicien$/olde folke / and 


t / and (ome of his gldegnempes teconcp⸗ 


edi as by their ſeinblaunce ic his loue and to 
dis grace / and there. thallcame ſome of his 


- peyghbours that dyV.hym vevercnce/ moze to; 


dude than fo; lou as it happeth otte. Tyerc 
camen allo many ſubtyle flagerers and wple ad 


* yocates/ lerued tu the lawe. Ind whan thele 
Gibe gythet aſſtmbled were: this Mellebe⸗ 
5 . in (dzo wplec his calc, 


er of his ſpeche it ſemed / that in 
bi — 22 — to do ven⸗ 


ppn his fes / d ſooayulp delyʒed that 

c — the warte: but neuccthelelle 
2 — this water, 

nec of (uche as 

were wyſe role vp / and to Mellebeus (ayde as 
pe map here.. r 


Ir ſayd he / as to bs LI it apy 
S pertapneth that we do to cucry Wyatt 
the beſt that we can do / where as we os 
withholden and to our pacieute that wr 
domage: wherfoze it happeth many tyme and 
ofts/that whan two men eche other woun 
dod/ one Cuutgpen heleth hem bothe: whers 
de vnto out arte it is nat pattynent to noꝛiſſij 
warte / ne pattpes to ſuppoꝛie. But certelle as 
to the warpilſyynge ⁊ healynge of your dough⸗ 
ter / all de it ſo that ſ he be periloul ly harce and 
wounded/ we (hall do ententyfe buſyneſſe fro 
—— day / that with the grace ol god ſhe (hall 


e and ſounda / as ſoone as poſſyble ts, 

Almodde in the lame wyſe the Phyſictens ans 
ſwerde / laue that they ſayden a fewe wozdes 
mo / chat lyae as nal adyes beeacured by theit 
contrarees/right(aſhatl men w e wartt 


by peace. His feyned es that ſemed recon 
tyled and his flatterers/ mads ſemblaunte of 


ue pnge/ and empepꝛed and "x d moche 


Tr freave 
ofmpght/ of pewer/of _ 
— che — of dis aduttſaryts 
Sede pe cence 


Up ofa than an avnocate that was wyſe / dy 


Che tale of Chancer. 


leue and by counſajleof other that were wyſe / 
and (ard 1oz3ppnges fo; eyzeacve whiche we beu 
aſſembies in this plate ia full yeup thyng / ano 
yygy mater / bycauſt of che m ionge and of the 
wicuton eite that hach ben 00.46/ and cut by tea 
ſon of the greac domages cat in tymt compng 
be poCpble to fall fo tit lame: ano ene by tea⸗ 
ſon ol the great cycheſſe and of the power of the 
pareies bochr:fo: ts ehe it were afull gree 
paccil to et ten in ches (nater. Wheefoze elder 
deus this is out excente/ we counſapie pou a⸗ 
bout ul chpugt / thas right ons thou do dpli⸗ 
gence in keppag ot᷑ ti pꝛopde patione iu ſucie 
wplc/ chat thou ne wont none eſppe ne mache / 
thy bod foz to ſave! and after in thy houlewe 
counſaple that thou ſet ſuttłicyent gatupſ ea / is 
as they map / as well thy body as yp houke de⸗ 
feude. But certelle fo to meue warte ue ſodeu⸗ 
ly fo2 todo vengtaunce ſwe may nat dem mie 
loteil tyme / that it Chulbe be p;ofptable/ wher⸗ 
toe we aſ hen lepſet and (pace to haue del pbera 
cion in this caſe to deme/foz Þ comen pꝛouerus 
laythe thus. He that (one damecth / lone i hall ra⸗ 
pente. Bud ene men (ap/ that / that tuge is we 
tgat ſoone vader ſtande ch a matet and tag 
by lepſcr, Foz all be i ſi / chat tacyengt be nops 
tuli i aigaꝛ es it is nat es be TEpzoued in peu ng 
ol ingement / us in vengemace cakyage! way 
it is luſtyci and reaſonable. Ind that i de weo 
out loꝛde Jcl:1 cry by enſample: fo; whan ce 
woman p was takt in aduoutry was b;ougyt 
in his pꝛeſence / to knowe what ſhale be oo of 
her perſone: all be it that he wp well hyiulclfe 
what he wol de do / pet ne wolve he am werte tos 
daun(y / but he wolde Haue delyottaciou / und in 
the grounde he wzotetwple. Ind by this cue 
we ke delyberacion/and we ſ hali than by tye 
grace of god caunſaple pou that cdyngt that u 
molt p;otptaiz4e, Up ſtacte than ths pong tolke 
at ones / and the moe pacte of this companys 
haue ſcomet this olde wle man/andbegaime 
to make nor / and (apden. Ryg hi lo as whyic 
that yꝛon 286 hate ment i hulde (wpte/ ryght 
lo whyle that this thonge is frelſhe and newe/ 
[ hulde men wzcaken hee mange: and with & 
loude voice they ccyben:? wat use. 
Up role than one of theſe old wple men) any 
ade counttnaunce wich his hand / thatinen 
dulce holde bem ſtpll / and eus him àaubienca. 
Lazdynges lavde de / there is cull many a many 


that crytt te waere / that wore full lyteii 
what ws d ainounteth. Warre at dus be gyn⸗ 
nynge lch lo great an entre and lo latge that 
tuety ' Yght map entre whan dm ly th and 
lygy' p (ynde warte: but ectieſſe / what end: 
that cyecof i gail tau / it is nat iyghtts ano we. 
Fo;(othely/ whan that warre is ones begon 
theve is full many achylde vubo ne 6f his mos 
tdet / that (hakl dyt ano Eeruc yonge bycaulſe 
of that warre/ 0z tis lyue in ſoʒowt oꝛ dtyt in 
wzetchpdnelle: and therfo;c/ 6; an warre bes 
gynne / men mutſte haue great connſaplt and 
great delpderacion. Ind wan this elde mas 
— — — well 
ꝓ Mtoe atyſe fo: to 
bzcakc his tate / and dadde full fall his Wo:5rg 
to a budge. Fozſothely | whe that pc achet h 0 
hem that qaue no lui to bete is tale! 86 r - 
des 02 his (arrow Moyeth dem. Fox Thecus 
traue (apthe/ chat maine in Þcpynge 1s 2 
nopoule chpuge. This 3s s moch to fans 2s 
moche anaplett;rolpeke dero t folk c to who » 
dis [peche anoperh? an it dothe to ſynge de 
dym that wepeth . And whan tbis ide mar 
(awe that he wanted audyence/ all barntta fr 
de let hum downeageyne. fo; Salownor! | 377) 
there as [hou mape@ hauc none aud tent 
fozcc thenac coſpeke. Jle wenn (ave chien 
man p the comenpzourrde is cocht . g 22 
counlaple wanteth whan it is moſt act , 


Gt had this Mellebens if bis (7 

r ate many foikc/ that prtürty rm bes 

cart counCapied bym certarne then 
gcs/ and coated dym conttaty in gence s!! 
guopence, Wenne Meriledeus (awe that che 
parts of Hts counlaple were acce:d ed 
t de (ule dt ane warte anon be conduct 
deo to these c6unlapiynge, and fully aWp?::co 
their (aA Er IE > 


(1) Foue zudence! I pou beſerhe 
Nutte F dare and canne nt haſtt 
pou nat to tac: and fv; all guerdons as peue 
me du ,. Fo) Peers (apthe/ who 
lo doche tothe wurdet good an harm? haſte the 
aac to acquUptes</ foam this Wyſe thy frende 
wyll abpde' and hence enen t dali the lenget 
rut in dꝛede. (The pouetbe (apthe' de dsdeti 


o 
f 
: 
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Che tale of Chaucer- 


foike that ben wyſe and full of teaſou / than by 
gret multytude ef people/where tuety man cla 
cereth what that dym lyſt: ſothiy (uche muliy⸗ 
tude of people is nat honeſt, And to the ſeconde 
ceaſon / where as ye (apne that all women ben 
wpcked: ſaue your grace / cetteile yt dilpyle all 
women an this wyſe. Ind he that all dy(ppicth 
all diſpleaſeth / as ſaythe the bone. Ind Mcuen 
layth / who ſo wyll haue ſayyeuce ſ hall no man 


wyls dulpzapſe/ but he (hail gladly teche the ſcpence 


wicked / a nous good of den ail. Foz of a thous 
ſande menſ{aph Salomos I fue one oö 
of all wenn / certeiſa good woman founde 
neuet nan. And alis certtiſt /i J 


gouerne 
u ſdulde (emer chat J had 


to thp dopſe / ne to thy chptde/ ne to thy frende/ 
nentt in thy lit ne peue oder thy (elfr. 
c<pipzen of the 


(apled by the/foz woinen can kepe uo couſaple. 


Han dame P;udence full debonapꝛly 
W and with great pacyence/had herde all 
that ber huſbandeiphed fo: to _ — 
andia 


be/ as 


that be can / withouten pzelupceon 03 pzide/and 
ſuche thpuges as he can nat / he ſ hall nat be as 
Chamed foz te lerne hem / and enquire of lalle 
folke than vym (eite. And chat there hath been 
many a good woinan/ it maye be pzcued. 103 
Cut wolde never dilcende fo; to be bene of a 
woman/ifall women had be wicked / and aftcr 
that! fo; the great bounte Þ is in ourlozde Jes 
(uCrpit/whan he was rplen frow dethe to lyſt 
appered cather toa woman than to his apo⸗ 
els: and though that Malomon ſaid ye toude 
neuer woman good! pet foloweth nat therfozc/ 
that al women ben wache d: fo; though he fondo 
no good woman / certeſſe many another man 
bath tod en many a woman full good and full 
tee we. Oz cis parauenture theutem of Malo⸗ 
mon was this / that in ſeuetaumt doute he tonde 
no woman: this is to ſa / that ther is no Wight 
(a goad / that he ne wanteth (ome of the perti⸗ 
ction ot᷑ god that is his meet. 


Out thyꝛde reaſan is this / ye ſaye / that 
it pe gouenu you by mp counſaple / it 

; ChuldeſcmeÞ ve had peue mc the mays 
ſtry and the lozd( hyp duet your perionc. v 
ſaue your grace itisnatlo:efitlo were that no 
— — onely ot hem that 
bad byp and maiſtty of his pctſon / men 


: wolde nat be coumſapleꝭ ſo ofce as they ben: fo; 


ſothip that man that aſketh counſayle of a put 
polt / ꝓet hath he his fre chopce whether he wyll 
werde by that coun(aple oz nat, And as to your 
fourth reaſon / there that pe (ap/that the tangle- 
rpe of weinen can nat hyde thynges that they 
usw: as who (apthe/ s woman can nat byde 
Sethe wat. $p3/ thele wozdes ben to vnder 
Cande of women Þ beu tanglereſles # wicked! 
of whiche women men ape / that tine thynges 
ima a manſoone out of his hui / that is to 


(ape/(moke/ 6:opppnge of tcapne i and wycked 


The taleof Chaucer 


wpues. And of ſuche women ſapth Salomon! 
that it were better to dwellen in dyſecrte / than 
with a woman that is ryotous: and (tr by your 
leaue / that am nat J: Foz pe haue full ofte aſ⸗ 

Aped my great (plence and mp great pacience/ 
ann eke how well J can hyden and heale thyn⸗ 
ges that men ought tecretly to hyde. Ind ſoth⸗ 
ly as to your fyfche tealon / where that pe (aye/ 
that in wicked countaple women vaynquyllhe 
men. God wote that rcalon ſtandeth here in no 
ſtede: foz vnderſtande no we / that pe alke coun⸗ 
ſayle to do wyckednellc, And if ye wyll werke 
wickednelle / and pour wpfe reſtrapne Þ wic⸗ 

ked purpole/ and ouetcome pou by realon and 
by good counlaple: cette ſte your wyfe ought 
catihet to be pzapſ(ed/ than to be blamed. Thus 
ſhulde pe vnderſtande the Phyplolophet that 
wycked women vapn qupſſhe her huſbandes, 

Aud there as pe blamen all women and her rea 
lons / J (hall (hewe by enſaumple that they be 
good and pꝛofytable. Eke ome men hauclapd 
that the counſaple of women is to dete oꝛ cls to 
lytell of pꝛice. But all be it lo that mau wo⸗ 
men be badd / and het counſaple x'1icll and nos 
thynge woꝛthe: pet haue men founc” {ll many 
a gooo woman and diſcrete and wyle in coun⸗ 
layling. Lo Jacob / by the counſayle of his mo⸗ 
ther Rebecca / wanne the bleſſpnge of plaac his 
father/and the loꝛdſhyp oucr all yis bzetherne, 
Judpth by het good counſayle delyucred the 
cytie of Beethule (in whiche (he dwclled) out 
of the handes of Dliphernes/that had beſieged 
it and wolde haue it dyſtroyed. Abigapyle / de⸗ 
lyuetred Aaball heti hul bande fro Dauyd the 
kynge that wolde haue (lapne hym: and pca/ 
(cd the ꝓʒe ot᷑ the hinge / by her wytte and by her 
good counlaple. Heſtet dy her counlaole en- 
baũced greatly the people ot god in the teygne 
07 Illuerus the kynge. Ind tue lame bounte in 
good counlaplpnge of many a good woman 
men mape tell. Ind ckemo;e ouet whan our 
lozde god had made Idam our toꝛzmet father / 

be layd in this wple: It is nat good man to be 
a lonc / make we to hym au helpe (cmblable to 
himſelſe. Lo hete may ye ſe that it women were 
nat good / and her counſaple good and pꝛofꝰta⸗ 
ble / out lozde god of Heuen wolde neuer haue 
wꝛought hem ne called hem helpe of man / but 
rather contuſion ot man. Ino thete ſayd ones a 
clerke in two verſes: what is bettet tha talpat 


Wyſedom Hat is better than wyſedom- 
woman: hat is bettet than a good wo nan 
no thyn ,c. Ind (o ſyi by inanp other ccaſlo g 
map y ic/ that many women ben good x their 
coun ple good and p2ofprable. Ind therto /c — 
pe v yll truſt to mp counſapling F (hall ceito 
pou pour doughtet hole and lone. u 1 
wyll do lo moche that pcchallhauchonout tt 
this caſe. Whan Prilebe had hetoc the wo; 
des of his wyfe Prudence helayderhiuis, The 
well that the wor des of Salomon is (other 
laythe / the wozdes that been ipoken ©1 crete ly 
by o:Dpnaunce ben honycombes! for th 
(wetenelle to the ſoule and woliomncTc 
body.Bicaule of thy (wete ue cs 419 cc? 
J haue aſſayed and p:cucd thy area: 

and thy great trouthe 4 wyil go; 

thy counlaple' in all inance thy gen 

(ayd dame Prudence ſyn ve Voucye! 
goucrned by my coularie 4 wyil on! 

howe pe hall QOUCTIEVOUINEUDUEND 
tounſaple. Firſt foros all wor 

beſeche the hygh god that lic by 
and(hape you totluche enter rc 

counſaile and comtote:as © 

ſonne. It all tymcs Hou! 12 

him to dielle thy waves; 
coulavicbeinhimto! cucrno! 

cke lapthe if any of rout 2c 

al ke it of god. Ind et 

counſaple inpout (cife anden 

thougbtes of fucheth enge 

ben beſt fo: your pꝛotyt 3715 cl 

awarc from ror hcrees tho: 

contrarious to good coufſa © 

Ice Couetyſe and haltvnete. 1 

keth counfavric of him fcittt corre 
withouten Fre fo: many cause. © 

this that he that hach great Tre and | 

hym (clfe/ he weneth al ware to do thyme t 

he may nat do. Ind (eco! dc he thai re trot 
and Wiathefull mare nat dame well! - 2:15 be 
that mayc nat deme will marer "at well co 
(ayle, Inother 1s this thathe thats trous 
and w:athetull: as ſasthe De hl > e marena; 
(pcke but blamckullthenges and with o. 
cyouſe woꝛdes be ſtyꝛcth ocher folks to angre 
and to pꝛe. Indckely:pemulte dne cone "fe 
out of your hette fo: the apoltlelavih that co 
uetyſe is the tote of aſklharmcs, Ind craft well 


thpnke/ but onely to fulfylil the ende of his cas 
and cexteſſe that mayt neucr be accom⸗ 
ply Fo2 eucr moꝛt / the moꝛe habundaũce 
a man hathe of rychcllc/ the mo2e he delyꝛeth. 

And ye muſtt alſo dzpue out of pour herte has 
(tpas(e. Foz certeTe pe mayt nat deme toꝛ the 
beſte haſtely a ſodayne thougut that falleth in 
pour herte:but pe mult auiſe vou on it full ofte, 
Foz as ye herde to foze the commen pzouerbe/ 
whiche is this. He that(ooie demeth (one re⸗ 
penteth. / ye be nat al wap in lyke diſpoſy⸗ 
cion: foz certeſſt (ometpme ſuche thynge as ſe⸗ 
meth that is good foz to do another tyine it (es 
meth to pou the contratyc. Ind whan pe baue 
take couſaple in yout ſelft and haue deined bp 
god dclybcracion ſuche thynge / as ſemeth pou 
beſte : than I counſapie you to hene it lectete / 
And bew2ap nat your coulayle to any parſlon/ 
but it it ſo be that ye went ſiketiy that thzough 
out dewzapeng Your codition ( hall be to pou 
tic moꝛe pꝛotytable. Foz Jeſus Sirake ſapth: 
neythet to thy trende ne to chy foc dyſcouet nat 
thy lectete ceumayle ne thy folyt: fog they wpll 
cue the aubyence lokynge and ſuppoꝛtynge 
in Your pialence and lcozne you in poute abs 
lence. An othet cletkt lapche that (cattely (halt 
thou tynde any pettone that mape kepe coun- 
[ayic lctetlp. The boke (aythe/ whyles that 
thou hepeſt thy counlaple in thy herte/thou kes 
peſt it in chy pꝛyſonc: and whan thou wzapeſt 
it to any wyght he holdeth the in his (nare, 
Ind chcrfozc/ 1t is bettet to hyde pour coùſaple 
in pour hette than pap him to whome ve haue 
be w:aped peu counſayie that he wolde kepe 
it clole and ſtpil. F922 Senccaſaythe it᷑ it ſo be 
that thou ne mapt thy counſaple hyde: Howe 
dateſt thou pꝛayt any other wyght to hyde thy 
counlayle and kepe it ſectete. Hut nethelelle rf 
thou wene lyketly that thy be wzapenge of thy 
counlaple to a perſone / wyll make thy condy⸗ 
cyon / ſtonden in the bettet plyght / than ſ halte 
thou tell pm thy coun(ayle/ as in this wple, 


Itſte thou ſ halte make no ſemblaunce / 
whether the were! mer peace 02 warte / 
oꝛ this oz that: ne ſhewe ym nat thy wyll ne 
thyne entente. Foꝛ truſt well / Þcomuacly theſe 
counſayiours been flatterers/ namely the coun 


* Catlours of great lozdes.Fo2 they enfozce them 


The tale of Chaucer. 
that a Couctouſe man canne nat deme well ne 


al wapt / rather to ſpeke plaplaunt wo des / ens 
clynynge to the lozdcs luſte / than woꝛdes that 
deen ttt we and pꝛolytable. And thertfoze/ men 
ſayne / that the vyche man hathe lelde whanne 
good counſaple / but it he haue it of gym cite. 
And aftet that thou ſ halt conlydzec thy frendeg 
and thyac enempes / and as touchpnge thy fren 
dec thou ſ halte conlydet whicus of hem been 
molle trewe | wp(cit/ molts taythetull / oldeſt) 
and molte appꝛoued in counſaplynge. Ind of 
hem (halte thou alte thy counſayle/ as the caſe 
requpzeth. I ſaye / tyꝛſte that pe ſ hall ciepe to 
pour counſaple/your trendes that ben ttewe. 
Foz Salomon (aythe / ryght as the herte of a 
man delyteth in lauoute that is ſwete:tcyght ſo 
the counſayle of true frendss peueth lwetneſſe 
to the (oule. He ſdythe allo/there mapnothpng 
be lykened to atrewe frende. Foz cetteſſe golde 
nt ſyluet be nat (omoche woꝛthe / as the good 
wyll ot a trewe frende. Ind eke he oy that 
a ttewe frende is a great defence! who Þ it fyn⸗ 
deth cetteſle he ſyndeth a great trelout. Than 
(hall ye ett vndetſtandc / it that pour true tren 
des ben dylctete and wyſe, Foz the boke ſayth. 
Nat alway thy counlaile othem that ben wyſe 
and by this (ame teaſon ſ hall ye clepe to pour 
coùſaple / of pour frendes that ben of age / whi⸗ 
che that haut ſene many thynges and deen ery 
pcrte in dyuers thynges : and be appꝛoued in 
counſaplinge: Foz the boke ſapthe in olde men 
is the Cappence/and in long tyme the pꝛudence. 
Ind Tulipus lapthe / that great thynges been 
nat aye accomplyſſhed by ſtrength/ ne by dely⸗ 
uernelle of body: but by counlaple / and by aus 
ctoꝛite of petſones / and by (cyence: the whiche 
thzc thynges ne be nat feble by age: but certelle 
they enfozce and encreace dape by dape. And 
than l hall ye kepe this foꝛʒ a genetall ta wle. 


H — hall ye clepe to pout counſaple a 

we of pour frendes/ that been ſpeciall. 
Fo: Salomon ſapthe: Many a frende haue 
thou / but amonge a thouſande choſe the one to 
be thy counſaplour. Foz all be it ſo / that thou 
tyꝛſte tell thy counlaple to fewe : thou mayeſt 
after telle thy counſaple to moo folke / it it be 
nede. But looke all wape / that thy counſay⸗ 
lours haue tho thze condycpons / that J haue 
layd befozne, That is to ſay / that they be ttuc 
ple / and of olde experyence, And werke nat 


alway (neuery nede by one counceillour alone. 
Foz ſomtyme it behoueth co be coũceilleo by ma 
ny. Foz Safomon ſayth. Saluacion ofthyng! 
is there / where be manp counceyNours. owe 
ſythe I haue tolde you / of whiche folke that ye 
ſhulde be counceplled: Rowe wyll I tell / which 
counceill peſhall eſchewe. Firſt pe (hall eſchc we 
the countetllyng of foks. Fo: Salomonſayth. 
Takenocouncepll of a fole : fo: he tan nat coũ⸗ 
ceyll/ but after his luſfe and his affection . The 
bcke ſatthithat the pꝛoperte of a fole / is this. He 
trowett harme lyghtſy ot cuery wpghte and 
Iyghtly croweth all bounte in hymſelfe , ye ſhall 
alſo eſchewe the coüceillyng of flaterets ſuch as 
enfozce hem rather to pꝛayſe po? perſone by fla⸗ 
tetye / than to tell you the ſothetaſtneſſe ot thyn⸗ 
geg. Wherfoze Tulliusſapth, Amonge afl the 
peſtilences that ben in frendſhpp/the greateſt is 
flatetye: And therfo2e/it is moꝛe nede to eſchew 
and dꝛede flatetrers / than any other people, The 
bokeſaſth. Thou ſhalt rather fl ye and dꝛede the 
(weee wo2des of flaterers 4p2ay(crs than the 
egre wo2des of thy frende/ that ſayth tothe thy 
ſothes. Salomon ſaith that the woꝛdes of a fla 
teret / ig a(nareto catche innocttes. He ſatth alſo 
He that ſayth to his frende wozdes of ([wetnelſle 
and of pleſaunce ſetteth a nette befoꝛe his fete to 
catche hym. Ind ther foꝛe (apth Culliꝰ.Encline 
nat thyn cares to flaterers ne take no councein 
of woꝛdes of flaterpe. Ind Caton ſayth. Juyſe 
the well to eſchewe woꝛdes of flaterye / of ſwet⸗ 
neſſe v of plelauce. And eke p ſhalt eſchewe the 
counceillpng of thyn olde ennempes that ben res 
coctied, The boke(apth / that no wyght tetout ; 
neth in to the grace of his oldeenempes(aufely, 
Ind Yſopeſayth. At truſt nat to hem wi whom 
thou haſt ſomtyme had warte 02 enempte uc tel 
nat hem thy coũſeyl. Ind Meneke telleth d cau- 
ſe why it may nat be / ſayth. Where as a gr2at 
fyꝛe hath longe tyme enduted / p* there ne dwel⸗ 
leth Come vapour of warmnelle. Ind thertoꝛe 
ſaith Halo. In thyn olde fo/truſt thou never: 
Fo: truelp though thyn enemy be teconliled 
maketh the chert of humilite / and louteth to the 
with his het dne truſt hym neuer the moꝛe. Fo: 
(tkerlp he maketh that feyned humilite / moꝛe fo: 
his owne pꝛofite / than foꝛ the loue of thyn owne 
perſonc/ bycaule he demeth the to haue victo:ye 
ouerhts perſone | by ſuche feyned countenatice/ 
the whiche victoꝛpe he myght nat haue by Ntryfe 
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ne ware, .c. ons ſapth. Bake no felow⸗ 
(hyp wir chyn olde enemyes fo it thou do they 
wyl! pr! uctten it to wick edneſſe. Ind eke thou 
muſt « che we the counccyll of ſuche that ben thy 
leru- intes/and beren the great reuerence : Fo; 
pataut᷑tute they (ap moꝛe fo: dede than for loue 
Ind thetfoꝛe ſavthj a philoſopher in this wyſe. 
There is no wyght parfyghtly true to hym that 
he ſoꝛe 02edeth, ind CTullius (atth. There is no 
wyght @ great as an empet out that ſongt may 
endure but if he haue moze loue of his L,copirc 
than dꝛede. Thouſhalt eſche we the courceplil of 
folke that ben dꝛonzele we for they can no colts 
cepil hpde, Foz Salomonſapth/rhere is no p21, 
uite/ where as reygneth d:onkenefſe, ye (13/1 
alway haue in(uſpecte (uche folke as councer!! 
you one thyng p2iutelp/and counceill you rhe £64 
trary openly.Caſſidoꝛc ſaith that it is a mage: 
leyght to hyndie whan a man ſhe wer!) (tf >» 
one thyng openly / and wirkeththe cocrary 7: - 
uely. Thoulhalt alſo haue m ſtu pecre the 
ceilſyng of wicked folke. Fo: the boke fan 
the couſeſſ of wicked folke 18 alway fu! of / 

de. Ind Dauſd (ayth that bleſfull ts 
that Hath nat folowed the councey!! of with? 
foſke. Thou (halt ao eſche we the count 

of pongefolke fo; her counctyilis nat g 


Oe lit ſyth J haueſhewer poll 2! tf 
f whiche folke ye halt take powe ch 
ey / and of wich folke ve han 


their councep il. Rowe wo!l Feel! you home » 
Ch all cramine pour counſcy!!, Ifter the bolting 
of Culltus in ecaminynge than of peut 

cepllo*'s ye ſhalconſidet many tchynges. Je 

firſt thou ſhaſt conſidet that in that ting a 
thou arte putpoled and vpon what chprig 14014 
ſhalt haut councey!l that very trouthe be {45 
and conletued. T his is to lay tell all trucly (hy 
talc: for he that ſarth falls may nat well be colts 
ceyſled in that calt ok the whiche be lyeth, 3nd 
after this comidet the thpriges that acco:de to 
that thou putpoſeſt. fit e fo: to do by thy cou⸗ 
ſelloutg if reaſon accozde therto, Ind eke if thy 
might may attapne therto. Ind if the moze part 
and the better parte of thy counſeyllo*s acco:be 
therto o: no. Than (hak thou conſydet what 
thyng (hall folowe of that couceyliyng as hate! 
peact warre grace/p:ofite o: domage- x many 
other thinges. Ind of all theſe thyng! thouſhalt 
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tonſyder of what rote is engend2ed the mater of 
thy councepil;and what fruce it map concerne # 
engendꝛen. Cdouſdalt conſydet tac / all the cau⸗ 
ſes from whens they be (pzengen . Ind en 
ye haut examined pour c as I baue (ad) 
and whiche part is the bettet aud moze pꝛokita⸗ 
ble / and haue appꝛoued by many wyſe folke and 
olde. Than ſhalt theu conſydet / ii thou map per 
fourme u / and make of it a good ende. Foʒ tccaſõ 
wolde / nat that any man ſbuld begynne a thing 
but if he might perfourme it as him ought ne no 
man ſhulde take on bhym ſo htup a charge / that 
he might not bere tt. Fo} the pꝛouetbe ſapti / he 
that to moche enbzaceth/diſtrepneth lytell. Ind 
Catonſapth alſo. Iſſap to do ſuche thinges as 
thou halt po wer to do / oneleſſe that the charge 
oppꝛeſſe the to (0ze. Ind that the behoueth to 
weaue that thinge / that thou haſt begonne! and 
if that thou be in doute whether thou may pers 
toutme it noꝛ nat / choſe rather to (uffre than to 
begynne. And Meter Afons ſaytij / if thou haſte 
might to do a thinge whiche thou mull tepent / 
it is bettet nap than pe:that is is to ſay / that it is 
bettet to hold thy tonge ſtyll / than foz to ſpeken. 
Chan mayſi thou vndetſtande by ſttenget tea⸗ 
ſons ꝓt if thou haſt power to perfozme a werke/ 
the which thou ſhalt tepent / than it is bettet that 
thou ſuffte tha begyn . pn they that defenden 
tuetp wyght to allay athinge/of the which he is 
in dout / whether he may perfourme it oʒ no. Ind 
after whan yt haut erampned pour councepll 
as I haue ſayd befozne/and knowe well that ye 
map yerfourme pour empꝛiſe / contetme it than 
ladly tyll it be at an ende : 


10 O de it is reaſon ſayd ſhe and tyme that 
Iſhe we you/whban and wherfoze that pe 
map cyaunge pour councepllours | withouten 
tepꝛefe. Sothip a man map chaunge bis coun⸗ 
teylloꝛ his purpoſe'tf the cauſc ceaſeth! oʒ whan 
an other cauſe begynneth/fo; the la we bpon this 

es thatnewly betyden behoueth ne we coCcepll 
nd Senecaſayth : (f that thy councepll come 


to peates of wyched men / thyn enernyes t 


thy counceyIl/thou mayſt alſo chaunge thy cos 
cepl1/iffo be / that there be ettout / oz thou fynde 


any other cauſc/harme/03 domage map betpde. 
Ao pk thy counceyll be / oz els cometh 
at diſhoneſt caule/ thy councepil. Foz 8 


lame layth: that all that ben diſdoneſt / 
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poſſibie 03 map nat good iy be pfozmed 0} kept / 
tante this foz a genetall tui / that euety counceyl 
that is alfermed ſo ſttongeiy that it map nat be 
chaungedfoz no condicion / that may betyde / J 
lap that pike counceyll is yche d. 


Hts Menebeus / whan he herde the doc⸗ 
trpne of his wpke dame Mꝛudence / he an 
(wered in this wyſe. Dame (apd he / as pet in to 
this tyme ye couenablp taught me / as in 
genetall ho we A ſhall gouerne me in cheſynge / 


and witholdpnge ol my counceplouts. But nom 


wolde I fayne that pe wolde condiſcends eſpe⸗ 
ciall / and tell me howe Ipketh / oʒ what (cmcth 
pou be pour counceplouts / that we haue choſen 
in out pꝛeſent nedes. Asse 


p lozde ſayde ſhe / J beſeche you in all 

ALF bumdleſſe that pe wpli nat wilfuly te⸗ 
plye agaynſt my teaſon/ne di2emper pour hett 
thoughe Alpene thpnge that pou diſpleaſe fo; 
god wote that is nat mpn entent / { (peke it fo; 
our beſt ifoz pour honour and pzofpte eke. Ind 
othelp / J hope that pour benignite wyll take it 
in pacpfce/thatpour councepll/as in this caſe n 
ſhulde nat as to [peke pzoperip/be called a coun⸗ 
ceilpng | but a monityon 03 a meupnge folpe / in 
whiche councepll pe haue creed iu thaſſembling 
of pour counceplouts. Foz pe ſhuldt ficu. haue 
cleppd a fewe kolhe to pour councepil and afr:c 
p ye might haue ſhe wed it to mo folke / if it gad 
be nede. But cettes / pe haue ivvei;v deped to 
pour councepll /a great multitude of peo te full 
chargeaunt / and full anopous foz to here. Alſo 
yt haue ettyd / foꝛ there as pe ſhuloc have cleyd 
to pout councepll / pour tte we frenbe s ſolde / and 
wyſe. pe haue cleped ſtraunge folke / falſe and 
flatterers /s enempes reconſiled / and folke that 
don you reuerence without loue. And alſo ye 
haue erte / fo: pe haue bzought with pou pꝛe / co 
uetyſe / and haſtyneſſe / tbe whiche thze thynges 
ben contratpous to euerp honeſt councepll / and 
pzofptable/and whiche tine thinges pe haue nat 
amenuſed ne diſtroped / nepther in pour (elfe ne 
in pour coũceyllouts / as pe cught.yehaue erred 
alſo/foz ye haue ſhewed to pour counteyllouts 
your talent and pour affection to make warre 
anon/#foz to do bengaunce. Thep haue aſpycd 
by pour menpng to what thynge ye be inclyned/ 
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and chertoꝛe haus they counceyled pou'rather to 
pour talent than ta pour pꝛot᷑yte. pe haue erred 
al(o/foz pou ſemeti that it ſuſfyſeti pou to haus 
de councepled dy thele counceplours oneiy / nd 
witz lyten aupſe. Where as in ſo great nede and 
lo he / it hao de netceſſaty mo counceplours/and 
moe deliberaci an to perfourme pour empypſe. 
pe haue erred v /ſoʒ pe haue nat eramined po? 
councepll / in the oN ad mater) ne in dewe mas 
net / as the caſe cet utteth . pe haus errod / fo: ye 
baue made no deuiſion betwpre pour councep - 
outs. This is to ſay bet wene pour frendes and 
pout fepned co ne ye haue nat knowe 
the wyll of pour frendes olde and wyſe. But pe 
haue caſt all her woꝛdes in an hutchepot' and en 
clined po? hert to the moze pert ⁊ to the greattet 
nomdꝛe / and dp pou tondiſcended. And alſo / pe 
wote well that men (hul alwap fynde a grreattet 
patt ot nombze of foles / than of wyſe men. Inv 
therkoze the counceplles that ben at congtega⸗ 
tions and multitude offolke/there as men taken 
moe te warde to the nombꝛe than to the ſapytte 
of perſons.yeſe well that in ſuche councepiiyng! 
foles haue the maiſtep. 


Elfebeus anſ werd agayne / I graũt well 
L baue erred but there as thou haſt told 
me here befozne / that he is nat to blame pt chau⸗ 
geth his councepil in certapne caſe/x foꝛ cettayn 
tuſte cauſes / I am all redy to chaunge my couns 
tepllours / tight as thou lyſt / and as thou wpite 
deupſe / the pꝛouetbe ſaith that fo2 to do ſynne is 
manniſſhe / but cexteſſe foz to perſeuet longe in 
ſynac it is a warke of the deupſl. >==: : -IvD 


O thts ſentence anſ werde dame ÞP:u 

dence and ſapd / examine pour councepil 
and let bs ſe whiche of hem haue ſpoken moſt re 
ſonable / and taught you beſt councepi! . Ind foꝛ 
as moche ! as the examinacton is neceſſarp / let 
vs begyn at Surgyens # Phſſiciens/that fyꝛſt 
ſpeken in this mater / Jſay pou that the Sury 
giens and the Pheſtciens haue (apde pou diſ⸗ 
cretly as them ought. I oꝛ they (apd full wpſelp/ 
that to the offpce of hem it appertapneth to do! 
to everp * honour and pzofpt/ # no wyght 
to ennope. after the ix craft / do great dely⸗ 
gence bnto the cure of hem i the which they haue 
in gouernaunct. And (pz/right as thep have an 
werde wyſelp 4 diſcretely / ryght ſo I cede pou 


that they / Ny and ſoue rainy guerdoned 
los her no „. che and che ſoa they ſhuld do the 
moe en: itytt buſpue ile in the cut acion of pour 
dough” .c: Fo: ali be it ſo/that they be pout frens 
des. Cherfoze ſhall pe nat ſuſfte that thev cha 
ſerv pou fo; nought. But pe ought to gwerdon 
bemwand ſhewe hem largeſſe. Jad as touchpr g 
that the Pbeſictens encreaſed in this cafe / that 
ts to lay that in maladyſi one tontratye its was 
ryſſhed by a nother contrarpe / I wolde favric 
knoweho we pe vnverfffide that teree and what 
is your (entence, Certes\apd Meile deus I vn⸗ 
derſt ande that in this wpſe. T hat tvgti #s they 
haue done me 3 cotrarpous tigt tigt ĩs (¶huld 
do hem an other. Fo: ryghe as ther b9 'tr ben ⸗ 
ged hem on me a don me wionge!rightiofinn 
J venge me on hem/ and do hem w2onge / 315 
than haue I cured one contrarye by another 
trarpe.lo(aid dame P:udence/bowe ligt? 
eucrn man encipned to bis owne dſp ant 5 5 
owne picaſaunce . cectes ſaid ſhe the woerye © - / 
the Phiſtciens ſbulbd nat be vndetſtan de 
wpſe/foz certes/ wickebneſſe is nat contre a 
to wickedneſſe ve vengeance to vt agtanctt 
wzonge to monge but cucrych of Herr e. 
(pth and aggredgyth other. But cettis ch r 
des of the Phiſtciens ſduld be vnderſta d 
this wyſe. Foz good and wycktons ue 11 
tonttaryous land peace and warre / ver1@e +”; 4 
and ſuffranct / and deſco;{t and acce:de 9 
other thtnges. But certes/wyckednetle s 
warpThed by goobnefſe / + diſcoꝛde by acc 

warte by peace/3ndtofozth by other ot e 

and hereto accotdyth (apnt Pogle thap2itc! 1 
many places. Ne(auth pela nat barme to ba- 
ne wycked (pcche to bpcked ſpecbe: bur bo wel 
to him that dothe the barme/and dic e bim tg. 
ſayth the harme. Ind in many other places 
ſayth and admoutſſheth peace and acco20e. But 
now woll JA(pekeco pou of the counceyil' which 
that was vtut to pou by the men of latve/ 4 welt 
folke that (apden all by one acco2de/ as pu bsut 
Herde/that ouer all thinges vt ſhuld do Dilpygrce 
to kept pourperſones to warnits;e pour Houle. 
And ſapden aſo/that in this caſe perowgh! fo; to 
werden full aduiſediy and with gttat ducteciò 
# dellbetacien. nd (yz as to tit fp;it porut that 
toucheth the gepyng of pour pexton:yeihal! vos 
derſtande Þ be thatheth warre i (hall curtmo:e 
beuoutly and mekely beiten v mapen detoꝛe 

Q. u. 
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| dilthynges! Jeſuchziftevf his merry / thatde 
wolldauehrmtnyis prarcceeton/and be hin 
rapne helper as dis nede. Foz textes in tis wer 
that ma de councephed no 
beytluticieua / withourthe kepyng of out lozd 
Frfucyns:' Cs this entent / accozdeth the p20 
pete met (atth / tf god nekepe Þ cite / in 
pdell wokethye that kepeth it. Now(yz? than 
ſdull pe commytte the keppnge of pour peiſone 
to pour ewe frendes/ that ben pp2oupd and 
knowen . Aud ot them ch aii ye aſke heipe /pour 
perſonto kepe. Fo: Cathon [apth it thou haue 
nede of deipe / are it oſ ti tende. Ind after this / 
chan hall ye depe pou from all Nraungefolkes]/ 
andfro ers N baue ata inſuſpecte her corn 
pany. #63 ett Mifons(aptd) netake no cop a⸗ 
npe dy the wap of ſtraunge men: but it᷑ it ia be / 
that choa haue timo wen hem before tyme. And it 
fo berthat yeharre nat duowen hem / and will ne⸗ 
des tail tu thy companp / paranenture wtthout 
thpn afcent / enquecre than as [ubtplly as p̊ cauit 
0: mapſt oł his conucrſacton and of Hts lyte bes 
koꝛt. Ind fapne thy wap and(ap/that thou wylt 
go thyder/as thou wolt nat go, And it he here g 
(pere/holve the on (herpght ſyde:and it bebere 
a (wozde holde the lytt ſyde. Ind afterthus/than 
ball yekepepon wyletp / from all ſuce manet 
people( as I baue (apd befoze and hem and her 
counceplit ei chewe. And afterthis/ thanſball yt 
kepe pou in ſuthe maner thatfo; any pꝛelumtiꝭ 
of your ſttengti / that ye ne delpyſe ne attempt 
nat the might of pour avurrſarp, Ind thus be⸗ 
ware that pe let nat the keppng of pour perſone! 
fo; any pꝛeſumpcion. Fo: euery wple man dꝛe⸗ 
deti his enempe. Ind Safomon (ayth/ wpifull 
is he that of no thpngedbarh deve. Foz cettes / he 
that c<<20ugh the harveneſſe ofhts hett oꝛ ofhim 
. ſelfe/hath to great p:eſurnpcion/bymſball tuyll 
detybe/thanſhall you euermoꝛt / countrewayte 
endydementts(a(peciati. Foz Senekelavth 
the wie man that dzederh hermes / cſcheweth 
datmes jut de faileth in no patyil / that perpii eſs 
cheweth. nd al be it ſo / that thou ſeme that thou 
de in ſik ex plate / yet ſhalt thou do al wayt dely · 
in aepynge of thy perſone! not onely tt om 
thy greatteſt cuemyes / but from tth leſt enempe. 
Oupde (apth / that the Iyteſl { woll dee a 
great bole a the great derte. Ind the boke (apth/ 
that a teu chozne may tue kynge full 
loc. And an dounde wpll fei the wyle boze/but 


netheleſſe Y ſap nat that thon ſhalt beſo cowary 
that thou doubt | where as 68 uo d3ede the boke 
layth / that ſom folke haue greatiuſt to diſcepue / 
but pet they dꝛeden hem to be diſcepued / thou 
ſhalt dꝛede to be cnpopſoned / kepe the from the 
copany ot ſcozners. J oz the boke ſaith / with (coz 
ners make no company. But flye het woꝛdes as 
benpm. Now as to the leconde poynt/where as 
your wyſt councetllours colicepled pou to warn 
ſtoꝛe pout houſe with great delygente / I wolde 
layne knowe home that ye buderſtande th wo: 
des / ard what is the ſentence: Mellebeus ans 
(werde and ſayd / certes I buderſtande it in this 
wyſe that J (hall warnſtoze my houſe with 
towzes / ſuche as be caſtels and other mancrede 
fpces/ with acmute and other maner artyllatp⸗ 
byſuthe thynges which J may mp perſone and 
my houſe(odefenden / that myneenempes (halt 
be in dꝛede mp houle foz to appzorhe. 


Othts ſentence an(werde anone Pꝛu⸗ 

dence / warnſtoꝛpnge ſapth ſhe of great 
towzes / and edefices / wtth great coſtages and 
great trauaple. Ind whan that they be accom s 
pliſſbed / yet be they nat wozth a ſtra we. But if 
they ben defended by tte we frendesthat ben old 
and wyſe. And vnderſtand well / that the greats 
eſt and ſtrongeſt gatiſon that a riche man map 
baue as wel to kepe his petſoue as his good / is 
that he be beloued with his fubgettis/ and with 
vis neyghbouts. Fo2 thus ſaptij Cullius / that 
there is a manet gatpſon /p no man may bapny 
quiſſhe ne diſcomkite / and that is a loꝛde to be 
beloued of his cyte ius land of his people. Now 
ſyꝛ as to pour thyzde poput whete as your wyſe 
and olde councepltours ſayde / that pe ne ought 
nat (obenip ne haſte ly to pzoceden in this nede / 
but that pe oug ten to putuey and appatelen in 
this caſe / with great delygence and great dely⸗ 
beracion 'trewely Jtrowe they ſayden rygbt 
wyſelp/xrightſothe: Foz Tullt? ſayth tn'euery 
nede ete thou begyn / yet apatyll tbe with great 
deligenct. Chan ſythj than in bengeatice taking 
in warte / in batayll and in warnſtozing / et thou 
begyn / I redde that thou apatyll the thetto / and 
do it with great deliberacton. Foz Tullius ſaith 
that longe apparalynge befoze the batapll / may 
keth ſhoꝛt bictozys. And Caſſiodꝛe latth / that the 
gatyſon is the ſtrenger whan it is longe tyme 
a duiled. But no wt let vs ſpche of che councepll 


Che tale of Chaucer 


that was accozded by pout neighbours /ſuche 
as done pou reverence withouten lout / yout old. 
enemies teconciled / yout flaterers that coticepll 
you certayne thynges openly/Ind pzcuely coũ⸗ 
teyll pou the contrarpe , Theyonge folke that 
tounceylſ you to auenge pou and make warre 
gnone.Certes(\y;/as Yhaueſa(d befozeipe haue 
. greaſy erred to haue cleped ſuch manet of folke 
to pour councepll / whyche counceplours ben 
pnough repꝛeued afozeſaydby reaſon. But ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe let vs nowe deſcende to the (pectal/ 
pe ſhall fpꝛſt pzocede after Þ doctrpne of Tulltꝰ / 
Certes the trouth of this mater / oꝛ of this coun⸗ 
ceyll nedeth nat dilpgetip tenquite. oꝛ it is wiſt 
well whiche they be that baue bone to pou this 
treſpaſſe and velonp / and ho we manp treſpal/ 
(ours / and in what maner that they haue do to 
pou all this wꝛonge and all this bclonpe.. And 
after this ſhall ye exampne the lecõde cdicion / 
whtche that the lame Tullius addeth in this ſa⸗ 
me mater. Fo: Cultus putteth a thinge / which 
that he calleth con entyng. That is to lap / who 
den they / and whiche ben they / and howe manp 
conſentyn to this counceyll in thy willulne ſle to 
do haſty vengeaunce. Bod let conſidex alſo / who 
de they / and howe manp be they that conſenten 
to pour aduetſaties / and certes / as to the fyꝛſte 
poynt it is well hno wen / whtche folke they be Þ 
conſented to your haſty wplfuneſſe. Fo certes 
all tho Þ counteiled pou to make (odepne warre 
de nat your ftendes let vs no we conſidet / whis 
che be they that pe holden ſo greatly pour frens 
des / as to poꝭ petſone. Foz all be it ſo that ye be 
ſo migity and ryche/certes pe be but Alone. Fo: 
yt haue nochtide but a doughtet. Ne pe hauc no 
bꝛetherne nt coſing Getmans ne none other kin 
rede. \vherfoze that po? enemies fo; dꝛede (huld 
ſtynt to plete with ou oꝛ diſttoven pour perſon 
ye kno we alſo / that pour richeſſe muſt be diſpen 


ded in dpuets patties ⁊ whan that euety wight 


hath his part they ne will take but lyteii reward 
to bengen pour deth. But your enemies ben thꝛe 
and they haue many chyldzen / bꝛethetnt coſ ins 
and other nygbe kynrede. And though(o were 
that thou habbe@t ſlayne two o the of bem / pet 
dwellen there pnoughe to menen het deth / and 
rofleethpperſone. Ind though ſo be that pour 
kynredebe mozeſpker andſteofaſt than the ka 
red of pour aducrſaryes/pctneuertheleſſe yaut 
bynredenys but after kynrede they be but lyteil 


ſubget! au. Und the kyutedt of pour enemics 
bennt' ſibbe to hem. Ind certes as in that het 
cond ion is bettet than yours | than let vs con 
(pde. ao ii that the counctyil of hem that couns 
cey [pou to tat ſoden bengeaunce whether it 
accoꝛde to tcaſon o: no. Ind cetteg pt knowe 
well nap. Fo: ag by rtght oꝛ ttaſon thete may 
no man take bengeaunce on no wight but the 
Juge that hathe the iutildiction of it whan tt is 
graunted hym to take that bvengeaunce haſte!y 
oz attempcratly /as the la we teguiteth. Ind et 
moze ouet of that woa that Tullius ati 2:15 
clepeth can(entynge | thou (halt conſider if thy 
might and thy po wet may conſente and(ufoce 
to thy wilfulaeTe and to thy counteriours. 4-7 
certes thou mail weil lap nay fo; ſpteciy as 
to ſocke pꝛopetiy we may do to thyrige bur 0 
ly ſuche thinges as tc may do r1ghtfulln. 4 
cettes thou mayſ curhtfully take no vera 
as of pour pꝛoptt auctozite, Than mar»; 
pour polver ne con{enterth nc acco: det 
kulneſſe | let bs cramine the thyrde por! 
Tullius clepeth conſequent. Thou vat ! 
ſtande that the bvengeaunce that thou pa 
to take is conſequent. Ind therof? fo! 
ther bengeaunce peril! and warte d 
mages without nomb2e of which we be 2 
as at thistyme and as touebrugn te tr 
part that Tullusclepith engeno enge. 
ſhalt coaſydet that this wionge wh!'/che |: 
to the/ts tugendꝛed of the hate of chic £16) 
and of vengcaunce/(akyng vypor den et 14: 
engendꝛe a notbet vengeaunce + m0 0:01 
and waſtyng of cychedc/as Jad beto:« N 
(p: aS to tbe fpfth point whiche that =_ us 
peth / caulcs wbiche is the lad porn thou 19 
vnderſtande that tl/ke wionge that tou 13 te- 
ceyucd bath cettaync cauſes ÞHtche that clerks 
clepen / a2riens and efficicace and cgula lons 
umqua / and cauſa pꝛopinqua this is (0147 the 
ettt cauſe aud the nighe caule. The fettt cause 
is almpgixy god that iscautt of allthyrgis, 
be nett caule ts thy this cue mies. Che cad 
accydttall waabatt. The cauſe matttialltethe 
fyue woundes of ty dowghter, T de cauſc o: 
mal (sthe cauſe ofher wozch ing that bꝛougbten 
labders and clomben in at the wyr1Dowes. The 
cauſe fpnall was to Neethy doughtet | 1t [otter 
nat in as moche as in hem was. Buctkorcoltocke | 
of this fpnall cauſcias fo hit cede they (hall | 
Qu.. | 


The tale of Chaucer - 


Come! 02 what (hall fmaſſy detyde of dem in this 
kale ne tan I nat deme / but by coniectynge and 
ſuppoſyng. Foz weſdall(uppoſe that they ſhall 
tome to a ende / dycauſe that the boke of 
the detrees e (elde oz with great payne be 
cauſes bzought to 8 good ende | whan thep be 
bad begonne:nowe (pz/if men wolde are me 
wbyp that god ſuffreth men to do this velonye!/ 
certes Jean nat wei anſ were / as foꝛ no ſothfaſt⸗ 
neſſe, Foz thapoſtell ſaith / that the (ctenre and 
the tugementts of our loꝛde god almighty ben 
fulldepe. There map no man comp2ebendene 
ſerche hem ſuffictently / nethelefſe by certapne 
pꝛeſumpttons xtoniectyng/ J holde and beleue 
that wight that is full of Juſtyte ano rightful 
neſſt hath ſuffredthts to detyde by tuſt cauſe 4 
reſonable.Thy name ts Mellebe . that is to ſap / 
a man that dꝛynketh hony:thou baſt dꝛonken ſo 
moche donp of ſwete tempoꝛell ticheſſe / anb de⸗ 
lices of honour of chis wo2lde / that rhou arte 
diontze and haſt foꝛq oten Jeſu ch2iſte thy crea 
toute. Thou nt haſt don tohtmſuche honour 4 
reuerence as thou oughteſt ne thou ne haſt well 
taken kept of the wozdes of Pupde that (apth. 
An det the hony ofthe goodes of chebodp is hid 
venym that ſteeih the ſoule. Jud Solomon 
ſayth it thou haſt found honp eace of it that ſuf 
fyſeth. Foz (f thou cate of it out of meſurt thou 
ſhalt ſpewe j and be nedy and poote) and pata⸗ 
ucnturc Chatſt hath the in diſpite and hath tout 
ned away fro the his face and bis miſeticoꝛde. 
Ind alſo he hath ſuffred that thou haſt be puniſ⸗ 
(hed in the mantt that thou haſt treſpaced: thou 
haſt don ſynne age ine out lozde Jeſu chꝛiſt. Foz 
ccrtes the thꝛte enemies of manꝭyude / chat is to 
ſave the fleſſhe / the fende 4 the won / thou hat 
fuffred hem fo: to entre in to thy hett wilfully/bp 
the wpndowes ol thy body end haſt nat defens 
ded thy ſel e ſuffit ientiy agaynſte get aſſaute 4 
her temptacions/ſo that they haue wounded thy 
ſoule in fpue places that is to (ap the deedip (pn 
nes that ben entred in to thy derte / be thy fyue 
wyttes-Ind ia thes maner out lozde Jeſu chzilt 
bath (uffred that thy tine enern(es ben entred on 
to thp houſe / by ut wpndoſe / a haue wounded 
thy doughter tu the maner afvzſapd, 


| Ertes ſald Mellcbe/Jſe well that pe en⸗ 
fozce pou mykell by wozdes to ouercome 
me iuluthe maner/ as I (hal:nat venge me of 
myn enemies Shewpnge me the paryll and the 
tupll that migit bet all ot this vengeaunce, But 
who ſo wolde conſpder in all bengeaunces / the 
paryl\1 and the euyll that myght ſe we of benge⸗ 
aunte takyng /a tnan wolde neuer take benge/ 
aunte / and that were hatme / foz by vengeaunce 
takynge ben wicked men diſceucrd fro the good 
men. Ind they that haue wyll to do wickedneſſe 
teſtteynt het wicked purpoſe / whan thep ſe the 
puniſſhynge and the chaſtiſynge cf the treſpaſs 
ſours. Ind pet ſay I moꝛt / that tight as by ſyn⸗ 
gulet pꝛeſumpcion ye ſynneth in takynge ven⸗ 
geaũce of another man tight ſo ſinneth the iuge 
il de tate nat and do bengeannce on hem that it 
aue deſcrued. Seneke ſayth thus / that ma iſtet 
is good he ſayth / that tepꝛeueth (bzewes, And 
Caſſiodꝛe ſayti / a man dzedeth to do outragy / 
dull y han he wete and knoweth that it diſplea 
(eth the iuges and loueta ins / and anothet ſaith / 
the unge 5 dꝛedeth to do right maketh ſbzewes. 
Aud ſapnt Poule thapoſteil ſaith / huwe he w2py 
teth to the tomapns / that the tuges bete nat the 
ſpete without cauſe. But bete it to puniſſhe 
the (hze wes and miſdoers! koz to defenden 
the good men. i? ye well take bengeannce on po? 
enemtes pe ſhalli returne and haue your cours to 
the iuge that bath the turiſbictton vpon hem / 4 
yt ſhall punyſſhe hem / as the la we axeth and rey 
quitetg. : :: : 


| Saypd Mellebe this vengeaunce ltketh 
me nothyng / I bethpnke me nowe and 
take hede / do we that foztune hath noꝛʒiſſhed me 
fro mp ch(ldhode/and holpe me to paſſe many a 
ſtraungepaſe. Nowe woſl I allap in bet tto⸗ 
wynge with goddes deipe v (ball me laue foz to 
venge / certes (aid M ꝛudente / it pe will werke by 
my counceyll pe (hall nat aſſap foztune bp no 
wape / ne ye ſhall natlenenebowevbnto het aftcr 
d wozde of Heneke. Foz thinges that den folyly 
done and that be done tn hope of foꝛtune / ſhal ne 
uet come to good ende. Ind as to the ſame Se- 
neke ſaith:the moze clere and the moze ſhinpnge 
that foztune is / the moze bzoriil and the (toner 
b:oken (he (g/truſl ve nat in her. Fo: theirenys 
no ſtedfaftneſſe ne ſtableneſſe in het. Fo: 'iwhan 
thou trowel? to be mooſt ſure and ſyhert of her! 
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She wyll faple and decepue the. Ind where as 
yt ſayn that foztune hath noꝛyſſhed pou in pour 
childhode / I (ay that there is ſo mykyll the [de 
truſt in yo wytte / fo e ſaith what man 
that is nomſſhed by foꝛtune ſhe maketh hym a 
fole. Rowe ſyth ye deſyꝛen and are vengtaũce / 
And the vengeaunce that is done after the la we 
and befoꝛe the iuge lyketh not pou. Ind the ben 
geaunce that is done in hope ot foꝛtunt is peryl⸗ 
lous and bncertayne / than haue pe no remedpe 
but foz to haue pour recours vnto the (ouerapne 
tuge/that vengeth all velonpes and wꝛonges a 
befyat venge you afterthat hym ſelfe wytneſ⸗ 
ſeth / whete as he ſapth/Icaue pe the vengeaunce 
vnto me and J (hall do it. 


'< 0, Ellebe anſwerde/i(fJvengemenatof$ 
I F velonye that men haue done bnto me/J 
ſommone and warne hem that haue don to me 
this velonye and all other to do me velonp. Fo: 
it is wiptten/ifthou takeſt no vengeaunceof an 
olde belonyt / thou (omoneſt thpn aduerſarye to 
do the a ne we velonpe. Allo fo2 my (uffraunce 
men wold do meſo great velony that Jmyght 
nat bete it ne ſuſtayne it / and than ſhulde J be 
put s holde ouet lowe. Fo men ſavn in mykyll 
ſuffrynge ſhall many thingesfall/vnto the whi⸗ 
che thou ne ſhall mo we (uffre. 


( Ertes ſapd dame P2udence / Jgraunte 
you well that ouermoche ſufftaunce 18 
nat good. But pet it foloweth nat therof/that 
tuety perſone to whome men do veſony to take 
of it vengeaunte. Foz that appertepncth and 16s 
geth all onelp to the iuges. Foz theyſhall venge 
the velonites and the taturies / and thetkoze the 
two auctozites that pe haue ſaid totoꝛe / de alon⸗ 
Ip vnderſtande in the iuges / foꝛ whan yt ſuffre 
ouet many wionges and bclonyſe to be dane 
withauten puniſſhyng / they ſemen nat a man to 
do oneip ne we wionges/ but they commaunden 
dym and bpdden hym to do ſynne. Ind the ſoue 
rayng and the iuges in heit contrarveſompkyl 
ſuffreoftheſhzewes and miſdotts 5ᷣ they (huld 
by ſuche ſufferaiince and pꝛoces of tyme / warten 
ol ſuche power and might / that they ſhulde put 
out the tuges / and the ſouerayns / from thep3 
places / and atthelaſt to make hem to leſc they; 


lozdChyp u let bs nc te put that chat ye haue 
eue to nge / I ſap pe bt nat ofmight nt power 
as no“ e to venge you / Foz if ye will make com⸗ 
pary on vnto the might of pour avuerſarties/ye 
(hs! [inde in many thinges / that I baut ſhe wet 
pou oꝛ this / det condicton is better than pours 
and therfozeſap I that it is good as no we that 
pe (uffre and de pacitni Furthermoze pe kuc we 
well that after the comen (awe / tt is a coduntſſe 
toamantoſtrpac with a moze mighty man tha 
he is himſeife end fo; to ſtryue with a man of 
euen ſtreugth / that is to (ay with a man that is 
as tronge as himCſelfc it ts great perpi!. Ind 
fo2 to ſxpue with a waytzet than him it is (ot 
Ind therfoze(huſde a man flpc ſttyuyng 3s m7 9 
pfl as he migdt. Foz Salomon (apr / it1s 2 
great wozſhyp to a man to kepe bpm fro noe 


"xFſtrpfe. And fſohappe/thataman of gre2rtee 


might and ſtrength than thou art bo rhe 2c es 
uaunce M tudye and buſy the tathet to ly 
ſame greuaunce/than fozto denge. fo: Str 
laytij / that he puttech gym in great p ths! 
ſtevucti with a greatter man than bee 
leite. Ind Catoa ſaprh'chat if a mange 
eſtate 0: degte /o of moze might than tho: 47:6 
do the anop 0: gttuaũct (utire dym. Fo: ve tt 1) 
ones bath greued the may another err e rele) 
the and helpe the pet ſet J cate that yet aus 
cence fo2 to vge pou pct ought you to take | 
to all theſe thinges afo:r(ayd/erttiac yet ak s 1 
geaunce. Fo: Jlay'tbat chi te be ful! many! 
ges that ſhall reſtrapne you of verge se 
kynge and make you fo: to incten (0 (fot 2 
to haut pactencr in che wioges that nne 
Fitſt and fozwarde and (fpe e cone 
detautes that de in pour owner pertone Cot nr 
che defautes god bathe luffrey you to ⏑ 4! 
this tribulacion as J bauelavpe botore fo pou, 
Foz the Poere ſayti that we owghren p 3c 1ient (rs 
cotaken the tribulacions that comen to vs A 
wethinke and con idet that we daut deic cue 
to haue the / (aint & :e go:vc ſayti that whan 4 
man conſidetetu well the nom bie of his defau · 
tes and ſynnes / the paynts and trtbulac ions 
that he ſuffreth/ſcmen the lafſe to dem. And in 
as mocde as bym thpnketh bis ſynnes mo:s 
beup and greuous / m (0d moche temeth dts 
payne moze lyghtcr and caſyer to Him. Ao 
pc olighten to enclyne and bowe youre derte to 
take the pacyence of our lo;de Feiu Chzille | 


—. — "4 dn — 
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Uoſapth ſaint Pater in his epiſtols. Theſuchzift 
he ſayti thatſuffred fo; vs / and yaue enſamplie 
to euety man to folo we and (ve him / foz de dyd 
neuet ſynne / ne neuet came there out of his mou 
the byleyneiſt woꝛdes / whan men curſed dym / 
he curſed hem nat. ud when men beten him / de 
manaſced hem nat i alſo the great pacience that 
layntes whiche that ben in paradiſe haue had in 
tribulacioas that they baue ſuſfred withouren 


her deſert 02 ought mocde ſtyꝛte pour pay 
cifce. For t you to haus pacience / 
tonſyderynge the trtdulacions of this woꝛlde / 


that Ipceſl whpie enduten and ſone paſſyn and 
gone / and the Joy that a manſeketh by pacy - 
ence tn tr(bulacios is perdurable. Ifter that the 
Apocaltps ſaith inbisepiſto!l} The Joy of god 
he ſayti is perdncable/P is to ſay eucriaſtpnge] 
alſo trowe ye wel and eke belene ſtebł᷑aſtip that 
he ts nat well noꝛiſſhed/ne well taught that wpl 
nat haue pacience/ne wyll nat haue pgctence/ne 
wyll nat receyue pactence. Foz Salomon ſapth 
that the docttynt of a man / i the wyt is ano wen 
by patiente. And in an other place be ſayth that 
he that is pactente/gouerneth hym by great p21 
dence / and the lame Salomon ſayth / the angry 
and the w2athfull man maketh noyſes. Ind the 
patient man attempereth hym / and ſtylleth dim 
he (acth alſo it is moʒe worth to be pacieut/ than 
fo: to be ryght ſtronge. Ind he that may haue 
the loꝛdſhyp of his owne hett / ts moe to pꝛapſt 
than by his fo:ce oz Nrengthe taketh great cp- 
tees. Ind therfoze (apth (apnt Jame in bis 
EpiltyMl / that pacrence is a great vertue of pers 
keccton cettes ſayde Mellebe | Jgrannte dame 
P:udence that pactence is 4 great vertue ot per · 
feccton/but euer man may nat haue the perfecs 
cton that ꝓt ſet ut I am nout of that nomb:e of 
ctghtperftghtmen. Foz mp bettet map neuer be 
in peaſe vnco the tyme that it be benged. Und all 
be it ſo/thac it was great peryll to myn enemies 
to do me a belonye in takyng bengeaunce bpou 
me. pet coke they no hebe of the parplil but fuityl⸗ 
led they wpcked wpll i coꝛage. Md therfozeme 
thynketd men ought nat to repzeue me though 
AF putme in aby teil parpiifoz to venge me. Ind 
though J do a great exceCe/that is to ſay / that Y 
a benge one outrage by a nother. 


WW 
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1 Sapd dame P2:udence/pe (ay your wil 
as vou ltketh-But in no caleofthe wol 

a m6 ſhuld nat do outrage ne exceſſe foz to beng 
dim. Fo: Caſſiodꝛe ſayti / that as cuplIl 
that a vengeth hym by outrage / as he that 
the outrage. Ind cherfoze yt ſhall benge pou al⸗ 
tet the oꝛdꝛe of ryght / that is tv ſap by the lawe/ 
and nat by exceſſe ine by outrage, Indallo pfpe 
wyll venge pou of the outrage of pour aduetſa⸗ 
ryes in other manet / ye ſynne. Ind therfoze ſaitij 
Sencke/that a man ſball neuet venge ſhe wd · 
neſſe by (12eubneſſe/and if that ye (ap that tight 
areth a man to defende violence by blolence / x 
ftghtyng by fightyng. Certes pe ſap ſoiꝭ / whan 
the defence is done anone withouten (ntzruall 
02 withouten tarpeng oꝛ delay fo2 to defend him 
and foꝛ to venge hym. And pet behoucth that a 
man put ſuche tempetauuce in his defence that 
men baue no cauſe ne matet to te ꝓche him that 
defended him of outrage 02 of etceſſe. Foz els 
were it agapne reaſon. erde pe know well that 
pe make no defence as nowe fo; to defende pou/ 
but fo: to venge pou. And ſo ſueth it yt pe haue 
no wyll to do your wpll attemperatly, Ind ther 
foze me thynketh that pacience is good. foꝛ S 
lomon ſapth that he that is nat pacitt ſhall haue 
great yarme, ::: 


( Ettes ſapd Mellebe / J graunt pou that 

whan a man is impactent and wzathe of 
that whiche touchetiz him nat / and that apettey⸗ 
neth nat to him though it harme him it is no wo 
det. Foz the la we ſayth / that he is culpable that 
entermeteth oꝛ medleth of thynge that appertey 
neth nat to him. Ind Salomon ſapth / that he » 
enter mete:h hym of the noyſe of ſt cite of another 
mau / is iyke to him that taketij a (range hound 
by che eares. Foz right #8 he that taketh a ſtran / 
ge hounde by the eares: he is otherwhyple bptten 
with the hounde/right in the ſame wyſe / it is res 
(on that he haue harme that by bis (mpactence 
medlethbim ofthe noyſe of another man! where 
as it apertayneti nat to him. But ye huo we wel 
that this dede/that is to ſay my grefe and my de 
(y2e-toucheth me right nyghe!+ therfoze though 
I be wzothe and impacient it is no mernayle. 
And ſaupnge your gtace / I can nat ſe ů J{buld 
greatly hatme me / Itoke bengeaunce. 
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Foz J am rpcher and moze myghtp then myne 
enempes ben / au is well knvwen that d money 
and hauynge great poſſeſſtons / ben all thinges 
of tis wonde gouerned. Und allo Salomon 
ſapth / that ali tyefe thynges obepen to money. 
whan Pꝛadente dad hetd het huſbande a vaſe 
hyin of his rpchefſe and of his money diſpꝛay⸗ 
(ynge the power of Hig enemyſt | ſhe ſpake and 
ſayd in thts wyſe: cettes dereſpz! I graunt vou 
that ye berpcheand mighty/ Ind that ticheſſes 
ben good to hem that haue goten hem well / and 
that well can de them. Foz rygip as the body of 
a man may nat hue without the ſoule: no mo2e 
may the lyfe without tempozall goodes. And by 
rychelſe/map a man get him great ftendes and 
therfoze (apth Damphyles/if an crics doughter 
be tyche | he (apthiſhe map choſe of a thoulande 
men / whome (he wyll take toherhuſbande: ©07 
of a thouſãde men ſone nat fo ake het. ad 
this Pamphilesſapth alſo /t that thou be tight 
happp / that is to ſap/it th ou be ryche thou ſhale 
kynde a great componp offelowesg andfrendes) 
and it thy koꝛtune chaunge / fate well frendſhyp / 
3 felowſhppifor thou ſhalt be alone without anp 
companp/ but if it be the company of poze foſke. 
And pet ſayth this Pamphties moze outt that 
thep that ben bon de and thzaK{ of Iygnage/ ſhall 
be made worthy + noble by richeſſe-3 tight ſo as 
bp tycheſſe there comen many goodes! right ſo 
by pouerte there comen many harmes '#cuyllcs 
And therfoze clepeth Caſſtodze pouette the mo⸗ 
ther of tuyne / that is toſap the mothet ot ouet⸗ 
thꝛo 02 of fallpng downe /x therfoze (apth 
Peter Alfons / one of the greatteſt aduerſites of 
this woꝛſde (s/whan a freman of kynd oz of by: 
the is coltrayned by pouerte to ete the almeſſe of 
hes enempt. And the(ameſapth Innocence in 
one of hisbokes / that (oꝛo włull and mtſhappp 
is the condiclon of a pooze beggar. Foz if he are 
not his mete / he dyeth koꝛ hungte and il he are! 
he dyeth loꝛ ſhame and algate neteſſite conſtrap 
neth him ta ate. Ind therfoꝛt ſayth Salomon} 
that bette / it is to dye th to haue ſuche pouttte. 
Ind as te ſame Salomon (ayth/ bettet it is to 
dye a bytter detij i than to lyue ſuche a lyfe. Bp 
theſe reaſons that I haue ſayd vnto pou and bp 
many other that I coude (8p) Iqraunt that rp 
cheſſe den god / to hem that get dem well! and to 
tho that bſe well this tychelſe. Ind therfoze wpll 


Iſhewe y Ide peſhall behaue pou in gas 
theryng / . your tycheſſt and in whatmaner ye 
(han vi hem. Fp:ſt peſhail gett hem withouten 
great eſyꝛe by good ſcaſet (okpngiy and net 
duet )aſtetp, Fo: amanthis is ta deſtrynge in 
gettyng riche:Te aboandeth him firſt to thefre/ 
x to all other mtſruſes. And therfozeſayth Sa- 
lomon he that baſftrth him to buſcip to ware ry» 
che he ſhall be none Irnoc tt he (aytihj allo fat d 
tycheſſe that haſtelp cometh to a man (cor an 
haſt eis goth andpaſſerh from a man. But ta: 
rpcheſle that corerh lytell and 1pteff! wateth 2. 
way and multyplterty. Ind therfoze peſt 2/l qcte 
richeſſe by pour wyt and by pour ttaua e 
your otps., Ind cet withouter any 1207 0e 
oꝛ harme doyngeto any other perione, 1 'te 
la we (apth/there m&keth no man bem v7 
che / de do harme to another wyghe e cr 
lay that natute defrnvett 4 to:bencth by cr 
that ns man make him cyche vuto the ha 
anther petſ on. Aud Cuſtus larti tt 
rowe ne dꝛede ofdeth ne ot thynge that m2: 
fall vnto man is ſo moche agarne datt 

man to tucetſen uso wen pꝛötyt tothe 2 

8 nother man. Ind though thatates + mm 
men get rychefſemoge {tghity ti 4 how». 
thou nat be pdic bi lit we to do ti 
woa ſhalt in ml wo fre ydeints. 1 © 
(aypth! that he thac au 1vieth h = 
cheth as man to do many tur lese 
Salomon (auch he tat tcau artet a2 
dym to tylle his lanveſdat! cate bier rd 

is pdle and caſteti dym to nod Tor ct 
pacton 'ſha!l fall in to peuette a ddr 

gre. Ind he that is dit lo we rt, 
couenable ty met: to do dis p 

g verſifper (ayth!Þ <epdle man et 

in wyntet bycauſeofÞ qreat co 
tncheſ on ofheate. Fo: theſe caulcs larch £ 277 
waketh and enclyncrh you 147 oler mPK 
fepe, Fo: ouermoche reſt now Therth and enn 
ſeth many byces. Ind thetto:e ſavibſariie Tos 
rome / dothſomme good dedes that the Devi !! 
whiche that is pout enemr kynde row nat bn 
occupied: fo2 the deuyll cakich nat lygye(ly co 
dis worchrnge (uche as he fynderh eccupyed 
in good werke. Co mthua in gettynge of crys 
cdeſſe pe muſte flpe pdeinele and afrerwaroe 
pe (hail vſen the tychelſt wh che ye haut gotten 
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by pour Wptte aS youre travapie / tn (uche mas 
very” me holde you nat to ſcacce ne toſparing/ 
— — eo eye 
tig agmen blame en tic ia 
cauſe u is ſcarteneſſi a chinchetyt in the ſame 
wple is he to blame that fpenderd ouer largely. 
Ind therfoze Coconſapiyt/ble thy rpches 8 on 
be goten in ſuch manerſes men daut no mater 
ne cauſe to (ay ae call Þ nepthes metche ne chin⸗ 
cde. Fo: ct isa great ame to 8 mas ; to ant 
pooze hert! and a rychy gute. e lapth alſo the 
goodes that thou haſt gaten via hem by meſure 
that is to ſey ſ neue them meſurably. Foz they 
that folely ſpende x 'vaſten the goodes that they 
bane / whan they haue no moze pꝛope of thepz 
owneſ/theyſhapen dem te take þ goodes of other 
men: Jſap than that pe ſhall flyt auarice/ blyng 
pour richefe / in ſuche maner/that men (ap nat 
that your cicheſlſes is devoured! but that ye haue 
bem in your might and tu pour wc ldynge. Foz 
the wp(e man repzeucth the anariclous man / y 
ſayth thus in two berſes / wberto and wby bus 
tytth a man his owne goodes by bis great aua 
tyct ino weth well y* nedes muſt be bye. Foz 
deth is the ende of euerp man / as in this pzcſenc 
lyft. Ind fo: what cauſe and ancheſon toyneth 03 
kaytteth he hym ſo fafte to has gooves/S all bis 
wittes mo we uat oulceuer ns depart hem co bis 
go0des, Ind kno weth wall / es ought ca knowe/ 
p* when be is deed! be (bal{ nothyng beate wich 
him out of this woꝛlde. Jad cherfoze (apth ſaynt 
Auguſtyn ᷣ the auaticious mk is lyheued voco 
hehe /tuat the mot it (woaloweth/ the moꝛ it de⸗ 
ſyteth to ſwaſowe and to deuoure « Ind 8s weil 
as ye wolde eſche we to be called an auaticiaus 
man oꝛ a chyncbe las well hulk pc kepe pou and 
gouernt vou / in ſuche ye iat men clene pou 
nat fole large therfoze ſapth Tulltus/ þ goodes 
of thyn ho mie ne ſhulde nat be hydde ne kept ſo 
Coleibut that they might be apened by ppte and 
by debonaytte that is to ſayi to cue bem pert þ 
haue great neus | ne thy goodes [hulde nat be ſo 
open! to be euerp mannes go00dcs. Afterwards 
in getynge olpour rychefſe and bſynge hem / ye 
(hall alway baus thus thynges in yo hett. That 
6s to lar /out lende god / good confrience/ 4 good 
name . Ann yeſhall baue god in pour hext ſano 
fo2 no rycheſſe pe ſhall do notbprg whiche wap 
in aup maner wpſedi(picaſe god that is our cre 
atout 3 maker. Ifcer che woʒꝭ of Sglomon it 


is bettet to haue a lytel good with Þ loue of god / 
than to; to have moche golde x cre(our / v to lelg 
the jour of his loꝛde god. Ind p pzopbete ſayth/ 
p bettet tt is to be a good man / baus lytel good 
aud trsaſout / than to be hol den a (hzewe 3 baue 
great tycheſſe. Ind pet (ay Jfurehermoze/that 
pe ſhall al wap do pour buſpneſſe ta gate you ty⸗ 
cheſſeiſo that vt gete hem with good couſcience. 
Ino the apoſteil art that there nys no thynge 
in this woꝛloe / of whiche we ſhaſi haue ſo great 
toyt os whan our toſcience bereth bs good wits 
neſſe. Ind the wyſe man layth / that the ſubſtaũ⸗ 
te of a man is ſull good / whan ſynne is nat in 
mannes conſcience . Bfterwarde in gettynge of 
pour ryche(ſe / ond in dinge of them / pe multe 
haue great buſyneſſe and delygeonce / that pour 
pod name he atwap kept and conſerued . Foz 
(omen ſaith: tbat better is / (8d mot it aua 
letd a men fo; to bauee good name / than fo; to 
baue manp tycheſſe. Ind rhcrfoze be ſayti in an 
other plate ido great delygonece ia keppng of thy 
frende / and in kepynge of thy good name. Foz 
it (hall lenger abyde with the / han any other tte 
ſout / be it neuet ſo petious / aud certeſſe be (huld 
nat de called a gentyll man / that aftet god and 
good conſetenct / ali ehynges left ne doth to kepe 
his good name. Ind Caſſiedee (ayth that it is 
ſagne of a gentyli dates / whan a mon loueth and 
deſyzeth to baue & good name. Ind theefoze 
ſaytn (aynt Auguſten / that there be (wo thyn⸗ 
ges that be neteſſaty and nedeſuli | that is good 
canſceencs and good loſe, Ind be that trultety 
bymſo mpkyH wn bs good conſcience / that be 
viſppſech and ſetteth at naught his good name 
oz lofe/he doth nat well. Fo he at reckethj uat 
to kepe dis good name / nys but a cruel cbutie. 
Sy2nowe JCye wed pou hom peſbuld do 
in gettynge — —— ye(bulde ble 
dem. Ind I ſe well that foꝛ the truſt that ye hau 
in yo tyche ſſe e woll meue wates and batapil. 
I counceyli pou thot ye no waree iu truſt 
of pour rycheCe / Foz they ſullict nat wartet to 
motutayne. Ind therfoze (aptha Philoſopbet 
that man that delireth algate 4 wyll haue warte 
lha!1 neuer haus ſuffpſaunce. Foz therpcher that 
he ta / the g teattet dilpence mi iii he make | pfbe 
wyll haue won bp and victozye/ and Saloms 
ſaytd / that the gte attet tycheſſe that a man bath! 
diſpence he hate. Ind rherfo:e off bs 


the maze 
it lo / that by foztune 3 tycheſſe pe map haut ma⸗ 


— 


* 
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ny foſke / yet behoue th it nat / ne is good to be⸗ 
gyn warte / whert that ye map haue in other ma⸗ 
net peace bnto pour woꝛſhyp and pꝛotite. 103 
the victoztes that ben of batayle in this wozle! / 
ben nat in great nomb2e # multitude of people 
netnvertueof man / but it ſyeth tn the wyll and 
in the hande of ourlozde Jeſu god almyghty. 
And therfoze Judas Wacyadeus/ whiche that 
was goddes knyght / whan he ſhuloe fyght 
agaynſt his aduer(arpes y' had a greater noms 
b2e x greater multitude of people / and ſtronger 
than was the people of Machabet / yet he cecom 
fo:ted his lytell people / and (apde ryght in this 
wyle. No lygtiy (apd he / map out loʒot god 
yeue victoꝛye to a fewe folke / as to many folke/ 
Foz the victozpe of a bataple cometh nat by a 
greatnombze of people! but it cometh from our 
102de god of heuen. Ind dere ſy/foꝛ aSmoche as 
there is no man certapne/that he be wozthy that 
god wyll ycue hym bictozpe oʒ nat. Salomon 
(apth : therfoze tuety manſhulbe greatly dzcde 
watres to begpnne/and bycauſe that in batapti 
fall many parplles. Indhappeth outhet whple / 
that allo ſone is agreat man (lapne / ag alptell 
man. Ind ae is wzpten / in the leconde boke of 
kynges the dedes of bataple ben a bentutous 
A nothpuge certayne'foz as Ipghtlp is one hurte 
with a ſpete as another. And foz there is great 
parpll in watte / thetfoꝛe ſhulde a man eiche we 
Alle watte in as mpkell as a man map goodly/ 
Fo: Salomon ſayti he that loueth parpli/ſball 
fall in patpll. Bftcr that dame Pꝛudence hadde 
ſpoken in this mater/ Melt dee anſ werde a ſayd 
Iſe well dame P2udence/ that by fapze woꝛdes 
a by pour realons/that ye haue ſhe wed me that 
warte lyketh you nothing but I haute not hat 
pet in this couceyil / ho we I hal do in this nedte 
Cettes ſapd ſhe /I counceyll you that yt actome 
with pour aducrſaries that ye haue peace with 
bem. Fozſapne Jame ſayth in his Epiſtolies/ 
that by acc oꝛ d and peace the (mall ryches ware 
great. Ind by debate and diſco2de/the great ty⸗ 
cheſſe fallen downe and fapllen: i pt knowe well 
that one of the greatteſt x moſt (oucrapne thpng 
that is in this wozlde /1g bnyte and peace. Ind 
therfoze ſapth our lozde Jeſu chꝛiſt to bis aps 
poſtels in this wpſe well happy and bleſfCed be 
tho that louen and putchaſen ptact / £0: they be 
called chyloʒen of god. Wlapde Wellebdee/nowe 
ſe I well that pe lout not myn honoure ne my 


wo:ſhyp wen that myn avucrſaries haue 
begonn / ys debate. And yeſe well chat they 
ne ceq!” ze ne pꝛaye me of peace ine they are not 
to be! .conf{pled/ wolde pe than that J goo and 
mak mt and obep me bnto bem / and ctyt hem 
me pe Foxlothe dat were nat mp wo:ſhyp/fo3 
right as men (apr oucr great bumblenes engen 
bzeth great diſpꝛayſyuge ſo ſhule it fate by me 
in doinge this great humyltte o: mekenes. C hd 
began P:udence to make ſemblaumt of wache 
and ſayde ſyꝛ (aue yout gtac: Jlout pour ho⸗ 
nout and pour pzofpt as I do myn otune and 
tuet haue do/nepther pe ne norm othet ſa went / 
uet the contrarye. Ind pet if I had(apd that ye 
chulde haue purchaſed pour peace and the tec - 
ſultacton I ne had mykyl! mpſcaped ne ſavde 
ampſſe. Fo; the wyſt man ſarth the dbüteecton 
begynneth by another man. Ind the rec 0057 / 
lynge bp him (elfe begynneth. Ind the p: 772 
ſatth flic(ſbzewbneſſe 4 do goodneſſe cb 
and folowe it iu as mpky!! as in the ts yer (37 1 
nat that pe ſhall rather purſewe to vout as 
ſarpes fo} peace than they hafte you. £-: 7 
knowe well pnough that pe be ſo hat of (11 r7e 


that ye wyll do nothyngt fo: me. Ind S 4 

ſaitłh / chat he that hath outt hate a berre 5. 
laſtc(hall miſhappe and my dc. ben 
lebee had herd dame Ptudcrice make (rt l 
of wzath he ſayd inthis wpſe: dame 1 
that pe be nat diſplieaſed of thyngcs at 
Foz ye knowe well that I am angry 4457 win 
and that is no wonder, Ind thep tha! ver! wh 
wote nat well what they don ne what cr 27, 
Wherfoze the pꝛophete ſlayth chat rrowbled cre! 
baue no cicre(pabte/burſay ye and councer? 
as pou good lpketh fo: Jamredy (oDdo my! 
as ye wyll deſp:e. Ind ite wpil repicus 7:6 0! 
my kolyt I an! the moze holden to out you 375 
to pꝛayſe pou. Fo: Salomon iarth | i (Hut oc 
pꝛeueth hym þ doch folyt he ſhall foro: greatter 
grace than be Þ diſceyurth him with (were wo 
des. CThanſatd dame Pꝛubece Imst no em- 
blaunt of wꝛati ne of angtt but foz your pꝛof y 
Foz Salomoniapyth.Þc ts moe wrath that ics 
pzeueth 02 chydeth a fole fo: his folpe [bewinge 
bym lemdlaunte of w:8the / than be that [up 
po:teth dym 3 pꝛtceſet dym in dis mudornge 
and laugteti at dis foly. Ind this (ame Salo⸗ 
mon (apth attet warde that by the (oe whull 


— 
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(hail nat cam ante you vato ſd many fas 
veaſo'19/as pe bang put to me and ſhewed. Sap 
ye (yortly pour weil v pour counſel] / and I am 
redy to perfozme a full it. Cban dame Pzus 
dence diftcounce d aſl det wyll vnto hym / ⁊ ſayd. 
Jcouncepilpau abuac all chynge/thatye make 
peace betiwene » pou / aud de ye tetonſiled 
vuto hym and © biggrace. Fo: 88 I baue ſayd 
befc:c . God dati ſalfred pou to haut all thts 
tetbulacton dA rtaſe fo2 your ſynnes. Ind it ps 
do as J(ap pou! god wyll ende pour aducrias 
tyes buto pou / and make hem fall at your fete [ 
redp to bs pour wpit x pour cn. aunhementes 
Fo02 Sbm (ayth. han thecond(cion of a 
man ts pleſaumt and itkyng to god he chaùgetij 
the hettes of the mannes adut tſatyes / and cons 
ſtrayneth hem to beſcke hymn of peace v of grace. 
Ind Ipꝛap por tt me ſpetze with pour aduetſa 
tyt p:1ach': for ther (hatlnatknowe that it be 
your wylHtozpouraſlcnr/ + than whan J knowe 
het wyll and her enttut ; may couceyll pou the 
moe ſuteſr. Dame laid Meilcbe. Do pour wyl 
and yout lik ing toꝛ I put me onelp in po? diſpo 
[4$101 and 01Dpnaunce, : 


7 Dan whan dame Pꝛudète ſawe p good 
( _ wpl of het huſbande deitbeted and tone 
aduyſe in gcr(elfe | thynkyngt ho weſhe mpgbt 
bꝛyngt thes nede to a good concluſton and to 8 
good ende. And whanihe ſa we het tyme ſhe ſent 
fo: thele aducrſartesto comet to het in to a pꝛeuy 
place and {hewed wpſely vato hem the great 
goodneſe that come of peace {+ the great bars 
mes and pate les that ben in warre/ and ſayd to 
hem in a goodipmaner do we that they oughten 
to haue gtcat tepentaũce of the iniuty ⁊ wong 
that they had done onto Mellebe het loꝛd (bnto 
het and her doug ter.: 


Ad whan they herd: the wozdes of dame 
P2udence/thep wert ſo enſpired and ras 
uyſſhed bad ſo great iope of het that wonder 
was to tell. lady ſavd they vt have(bewed vn⸗ 
to vs the bleſſyng of ſ wetueſle / aſtet the ſawe of 
Dautd the pop bete fo: the tecontiiyng /whiche 
that we be nat woꝛthy to haue in no manet but 
weoughten to requpze it with great contt icion 


and humtlite / that pe of your greae gosdneſſe 
haue pzeſented bits vs. Rode ſe we well that 
theſctence and theconnyng of Salomon is full 
true. Helſaith/that(wete woꝛdes multipiye and 
encreaſen frendes and make ſhꝛe wes to be de⸗ 
bonap2e and meke. Cette s ſapd they we put all 
our dede and all our matet and cauſe / holy in 
pour good wyll. Ind be tedy to obeye to the cõ⸗ 
maundement of my loꝛde Meilebe. And dere x 
benigne lady / we pꝛaye pou and beſeche pou as 
metkeiy as we can / that itipke vnto pour great 
goodueſſe to fullfyllen in dede pour wo2des 
goodip . Foz we conſydeten and knowlege that 
we haue offended and greued my 1020) Mellebe 
out of meſure / (o latfoꝛth / we be nat of power 
to make bym amendes. Ind ther foze we oblige 
ds and bynde vs and our frendes/fo2 to done all 
bis wyll and commmundemt tes. But patrauen⸗ 
ture hehath ſuchc augte and ſuche math to vs 
watde / bycauſe of our offence / that he woll en 
toyne vs (uche peyne / hat we mape nat beartc it 
ne ſuſteyne it. And thettoꝛe noble ladp / we belcch 
pour noble pyte to take ſuche auiſement in this 
nede / that we ne out rendes be nat dpſheritcd + 


diſttoped th2ough our folpe, 


Ertes ſayd dame P:udfce/it(s an hatde 

thpng and ryght petilous that a man put 
vm elfe all vttetip in arbitracion and Juge⸗ 
ment and in the myg ht po wet of his enempe. 
Fo: Salomon ſayth . Beltue mc and peue cre 
dence to that Jſhal(ap/ne pcue ncucr the power 
ne geuetnaunce of thy goodts to thp(on/to hp 
wpfe / to thy frende | ne to thy bꝛothet | ne ycue 
thou myght ne matitrpe outet thy body whpleſt 
thou lyueſt. Nowe lyth that he detendeth that a 
man ſhulde nat pcue to his bꝛothet ne to his 
frende the mpyght of bis body by a ſttenget rea⸗ 
(on he deffdeth a man to peut hyn to bis enemy. 
And netheleſſe / Icoũceyl pou chat yt miſtruſte 
nat my loꝛde . Foz I wote well and knowe ves 


tuly that he is debonapze / meke /large/and cars 


teytz and notyßg deſirous ne courtous ot good 


ne tycheſſe. Fo: there is nothyng in this wozlbe 
that he beſireth mo: t / than wozſhpp and honour 
Furchermoze I knowe and am full ſute/that be 
ſhall nothyng do in this dede without mp coun” 
ceyll. And Iſhall ſo wotke i this caſe / that by the 
grace of out loꝛde god / ve ſhal be recoctied vnto 
vs. Chan ſayd they with one boyce/wozſhppful 


Thetale of Chaucer 


ladp / we put vs and our goodes in your wpll 
and diſpoſpcton all fully / 4 be tedp fo: to come 
what daye that it lyke to pour nobleile to als 
(ygne vs fo: to make out oblygacions and bon 
des allo ſttõge as it ſ hall lyke vnto pour good 
nelle / that we mowe fulfylle the wyll of you / 
and ol mp loꝛde Mellebee. Whan dame Pꝛu⸗ 
dence had herde the an wers of thele men / he 
bad hem retourne agapne pꝛiuely. Ind ſ he te⸗ 
turned agayne to het loꝛde Mellebe / and tolde 
hym howe ſ he fonde his aduerſaries full repen 
taunt/knowlegynge full lowly her lynnes and 
treſpace/ and how that they were tedp to lutkre 
all papne/ requy:inge hym of mercp and ppte, 
Thanſatd Mellebe he is well wozthp to haue 
pat don and foꝛyeueneſſe that excuſcth hum nat 
of his lynne: but knowlegeth + repentcth hym 
alkyng indulgence fo: his(ynne, k(ayth 
there is the remeſſpon and fozycgenelle/ fo: the 
confeſ[pon is ncyghbour to innocece/and thers 
to:e J allente and confpzme me to haue peace, 
But it is good that we do nat without p wpll 
ot our ftendes. Hen — — GN» 


a Dan was pPpꝛudete right glad and toy ⸗ 

full and ſaydt:cetteſſe ſyʒ ye haue well 
and goodlp anſ werd. Foz right as by the coun 
layic / aſſent / and helpe of pour frendes/yehaue 
ſtyʒed to do venge pou and make warte / right 
lo withouten her counſaple ſ hall pe nat acoꝛde 
pou ne haue peace with pour aduetſaties. fo; 
the la we ſapthe there is no thynge (0 good by 
wapye of kynde as a thynge to be vnbounde by 
hym that it was bounde. Ind than dame Pꝛu⸗ 
dence without delaye o: tatpenge lente anone 
het meſlangets fo: hex xyn and het olde fren- 
deg whiche were true and wyle and tolde dem 
by oz doe in pzcſence of Mellebe all this matet 
ag is aboue expꝛelled and declared: and pzayed 
hem that they wolde (ayt het aduyſe and coun⸗ 
layle / what were beſte to do in his nede. Ind 
whan Mellebeus frendes had herde this nede 
and taken her aduple and delyberacion of the 
toavd mater/ and had ecamyncd by great buy 
lyncile and great counſaple/they yate tull coun 
layle toʒ to haue peace and reſt: and that Mei⸗ 
lebee(hulderecepue with good hett his abuer 
lariesto to2ycuenellc and mercy, Ind whan 
dame ꝛudenct had herde thallent ot het lozde 
WPciltebe and of his frendes/( he was wodetip 


glad in h ... and(apd. There is a noble pꝛo 
uerbeth tayti the goodneſſe that thou may i 
do this ap do it and abyde nat ne delaye it nat 
tyll to ,n0z0 we: and therfoze J counſaple that 
pe le de pout meſſangers/ (uche as be diſcrete 
and wpſe veto pour aduerſarpes; tellpng hem 
on pour behalte that if they will create of peace 
and of acco2de that they ſ hape hem without de 
lay 0; tatyeng to come vnto vs: whiche thyng 
petfoutmed was tn dede. Ind whan chel e tre 
(paſſours and tcepentyngt folke of ber folyes 

that is to lay the aduetiatyts of Mellebe had 
berde what theſe meſſangers layde bato hem 

they were right glad and ioyfull and anſwer? 
full mckely and benynaly peldyng graces and 
thankinges to het lozde Pellede ano to all tis 
companpe andl( yopen hem without any dels 
to go with the meſlangets and to obey the (01 


maundement of her lo:De Þcilleve. 1 


anone they toke het way to her lo: Site 
And rpght anone they toke he: wan to 
des coutt and toke with hem Lome of bert 
trendes to make fapth fo: hein and to; th 
bozowes. Ind whan thep were comen t- 154 
p:clence of Pellebe he ſayd co hem he 
des. It ſtandeti thus (ard Peilebe an! 

it is/ that caulcicule 4 pithouten (ky!! 3115 14.57 
(on pe haue doone gteat nturyes tome ft! 
wpte P:udence and to my doughter 21to- / 
pe haut centred into my houtc by vr olcrice 4 
bauc dont ſuche outrage that all mort ket 
well chat ye haue deferucd dethe aud ict? 
wolde J know of you wheder ec pur » 01 
to punpilhynge and the chat tene and m4 
pengeaunce of this outrage in the wyll of 17:4 
and of my wyft oꝛ tis nat 


þ 
= 


Dan the wy(cft of bem: thie anſwerde 

fo: hem all and layde. Dy: (ayd be we 
know well that we be buwozthy co cone to the 
courte of lo great à loꝛde and lo wo:thy as re 
be foz webhauclo greatly myſtaken vs + ba 
offended aud gylted in ſuch wyte agaprt your 
bye loꝛdeſ byp that crewly we haue delcrued 
the dethe but yet fo: the great goodneſle and 
debonap:tc / that all the wo:Þe wyenetlerh of 
your pcrfonc' we ſubmytte vs to the ctellence 
and benygnitc of your gtacvous lo:del byppe 
and belechyngt pou of pour merciadle pptie ye 

R.. 
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he tale of Chaucer- 


wyil aur great copentaunce and dus 
owe aud graunt vs foʒytuentiſt 
of out outtagyeus treipace and offences: $0; 
well we no wen / that yout iybetrall grace and 
mercy Kretchen ferther in to gooducile / than 
done out auttag tous gyltes and treſpaccs in 
to wyche duelle: al be it Þ curſedly and dainps 
nably) we haue agylted and agreued your bye 


| ' Han Mellebe toke hem from the groũ⸗ 
. T defullbenyngly/ and receyued her obs 
lygacions and bondecs bp her otycs vp 
on her pledges #4 bozowes! and aſſygned hem 
8 certapne day to retourne vnto bis courte/ fo; 
to recerue and accepte the tugemeat that Wels 
lebe wolde comaunde to be done on hem by the 
cauſes afoꝛtſapd whiche thynges oꝛotyned / e⸗ 
ucry man tcetoutned to his owne houſe . And 
whan dame Pꝛudeuce (awe het tyme / (he fap⸗ 
ned and aſked her lozde Mellebe / what venge⸗ 
811cc he thought to take vpon his aduetſaties. 
Do uhiche Mellebe anl werde andlayd.Cery 
telle I thinke and purpole ine fully ta diſhertte 
hem of all that cuet they haut / and put hem in 
exyle toꝛ cuetmoꝛe. Cetteſſe layd dame Ps 
dence this wore à cxucil lentenct / and moche as 
gaynſt reaſon: foz pe be ryche ynoug / à haut 
uo nede ot other mens goodes., Ind ye mygut 
tull Iygbtly in this wyl e gette you ũ full coues 
tous name / whiche is a vycious lIpuynge/ and 
ought to be cſche wed of cuety good man. Fox 
attcr the worde of the apoſtie / Couetyſe is the 
tote of all harmes) and thettoꝛe it were bettet 
to pou to leſe ſo moche good Wtpourt owne than 
fo: to takte of het good in this manet e: toꝛ bet⸗ 
tet it is to leſe good with woꝛl hyp than it is to 
wynne good with vylonpe and (hame. Ind cy 
very man ought to do his dylygence and buſp⸗ 
nelle to gette hm a good name. Und pct ſ hall 
he nat holy buſye hpm in kt pynge ofhis — 
name but he ſ hall al wayt entozcen to do (ome 
thynge by whicye he map cenoucle 03 renewe 
his good name. Foz it is wattten/ that the olde- 
good loos of a man oꝛ good name is (one gone 
and paſſed / wha it ws nat newed ne cenoueied. 
And as that ye ſayne / ye wyll exyle 
your adyerfarpes/ that thenketh we moche a⸗ 
reaſon! and aut of meſute / conſpdzmge 


apue 
| be power that they haue yeue you vpon hem 


. 


ſcife. Ind pet it is wꝛiten / p he is woꝛthy to lele 
bis pꝛtuplege / that miſuſeth the mpght and the 
power that is yeuehym. And I let caſe / that pe 
migut cniopne hem that papne by right and bp 
lawe/ whiche that J ttowe ye mayc nat do: 
ſay t myght nat put it to txecucion / foz petã⸗ 
ture than were it lpke to retourne to the warte / 
as it was vetoze. Ind therfoze/if ye wyll that 
men do pou obeplaunce/ye muſte demeant pou 
moꝛe cuttoyſ ly: this is to ſape / ꝓt muſte peue 
moꝛt calſy penaunce ⁊ iugement. F02 it is wzi⸗ 
ten / that he that moſte cuttepſ ly cõmaundeth / 
ta hymmen moſte obey. Ind therfoze I pꝛaye 
vou that in this neceſſyte and in this nede pe 
call pou foz to ouetcome pourherte. F02 Se⸗ 
nene ſapthe / he that ouercometh his heree outt⸗ 
cometh t wyle. Ind CTullyus ſayth:thete is nos 
thyug (0 comendable in a great loꝛde / as whan 
be is debonapze and meke/ and appealſcth hym 
ughtly. Ind J p;ay pou that pe wyll nowe foz⸗ 
beare to do vengeaunce / in ſuche a manet / that 
pour good name mae be zepte and conſerued / 
and that men map haue caule + mater to pꝛayle 
pou/ofpptic and of mercy. Ind that pe haue no 
caule to tepente pou of thynge that is doone, 

Foz Went (aythibe ouetcometh an puell ma⸗ 
net / that cepenteth hym ot his victo ye. Whers 
«0:e I pꝛape pou / let meccy be in pour hertt / to 
the elfecte and to the tutent / that god almighty 
daue wercy on you / in his laſte tugement. Foz 
laynt James ſayth iu his epyſtels: Jugement 
without mercy i hall be do to hym / that bath ns 
mut rep ou an other w yt. rr 


Han Mellebe had herde the great(kpl- 
W les and reafong of dame P2udfce/ and 
bet wp(e intoutmacion and techin — 
his herte beganne to encipne to che wyll of bis 
wpfe! conſpderpnge her great ententt / centyʒ⸗ 
med hym anon / and allented to werke after het 
counlaylt: and thanked god / of whome p:oces 
deth all geodneſſe # vertue/ that hym hab ſente 
a wt ot (o great dyſcrecion. Ind whan the 
daye came that his aduerſarycs( hulde appere 
in his pꝛeſence / he (pake to hem full goodly and 
layd in this wpſe. All be u ſo that of pour pude 
and p;clumpcion! and hye foly of pour negtps 
gence and vnconnynge/ pe haue mp\{bozneg 
and treſpaſcd vnto me / pet foz as moche ad. I (le 
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The Monkes p:ologr 


your great humpylite/and that pe be ſoꝛy andre This oe but if that J wolde ö 
pentaunte of pour gyltes / it conſtrapneth me Ando 41 boze anone mote me dyg 

to do you grace and metcp:whettoʒe I tecepue And s Jam loſte but if chat J N 
you to ip grace and foꝛpeue pou vtterly all the Be ze a wylde lyon fole hardy 

olkences / iniurpes and wꝛonges / that pe haue J ote well he wyll do me l let ſome day 


done apenſt me/to this eſtecte and to this ende 


that god ot his endelelle metep / wyll at the da 
of my dyenge fozgyue me my gyltes | that 


Some nepghbour and than go my way 
Jo; J am parlous with knyfe in hande 
All be it that J dare nat her withſtande 


foꝛ ſ he is bygge in armes by my faythe 
That l hall he ſynde that her mu dothe oꝛ (ape); 
But let vs pale awap from this matete 

My loꝛde ly monkc ge (ayd ve mery of chcre 


haue treipaced to him tn this wonlde. Fo: douc 
lelle / if we be loꝛpe and tepentaunt fo: out lyn⸗ 
nes and gyltes / the lyght of out loꝛde god is (o 
tre and ſo metcpable / that he wpil fozgyue vs 


out gyltes / and bzinge vs to the blpſle that nc⸗ 
uer ſ hall haue ende. Amen. ET —— 


Fo; ye l hull teilen a tale ttuly 
Lo Kocheſtet andeth here faſte by 


Hyde foꝛth myn owne [020 biete nat our 7 ane 


¶ here endeth Chaucers tale of Mel⸗ 
lebe and Pꝛudence his wpke / 
and Sophye his 
doughter/ 
and 
here begynneth the 
Monkes pꝛo⸗ 

loge. 


Han ended was the tale of Mellebe 
w And ok Pꝛudence / ot het benygupte 


Out hoſte ſaid as J am taythtull man 


Aud bp the pꝛeciouſe coꝛps Madzian 

J had leauet chan a batell of ale 

That good lee my wyfe had herde this tale 
Foꝛſ he is nothynge of(uche pacience 

As was this Mellebeus wyte Pꝛudence 
By goddes bones / whan A bcate my knaucs 
She bꝛingeth me the great clobbed ſtaues 
And crpeth / let the dogges cuerychone 
And bꝛeke bothe backe and euety bone 

And it that any nepghbour ot mpne 

Wyll nat in chyꝛche to mp wyfke enclpiie 

On be lo hard to het to trelpace 


whaͤſhe cometh home / he rampeth in my face 


And cryeth talſe cowarde/wz:eke thy wytt 
By cozpus dominus I wyll haue thy knyfe 
And thou ſ halt haue my diſtaſle à go ſpynne 
Fro dap tyll nygit c de wyll thus begynue 
Alas ſ he ſayth / that euet I was i hape 

To wedde aimplkeſop! a co warde ape 
That wpll be ouetlied / with eue ty wyght 
Thou dareſt nat ande by thy wyues cyght 


But by mp trouthe' 4 knowe nat pont name 
Whetyerl hall FJ call you mp lozdt Dan 7 ow 
©: ban Thomas dan Nobert v2: dart 3155 
©; of what houlc be ye by rour kater 
vowe to god thou haſte a full tanze, 
tis d gentle palture there thou geg! 
Ehowncce nat ite a penaunte 2 
Upon my faythe thou arte (orne of: cc 
Some wo:thy (crtcn o: ſome cclere: 
Foꝛby my fathcrloulc as te my done 
Thou arte a maiſtet whan:tyou arti: 
No pos;eccloyltcrer nt no poor 
Buta gouernour wyly and wple 
Andtherwith of bza woe and of bon; = 
I wcll faryng pettonc to: the nones 
I p:ay to god peuc hym contulpor 
That tyꝛſt the bzotughe into ceſig © 11 
Thou woldelt yauc be a tredefoulc 45,6 
Haodeſt thou as greatieuc as P 
To pettout imc all thy lult in enge 
(Thou haddeſt begoten many a cteat ase 
Aas why weareit thoulo wyde dcop 
GoDpeue melo:0we/and | were pee. 
Nat only thou but cucry mighty 1.4/1 
Though he were ſ hoꝛe dy qi vport bis pan 
Shuld haue a wyte to all this worde 1s 10515 
Relygion hath cake vp all the come 
Ot eredyng and boa men bet bumpes 
Ot teble teces there comerh wctcued impes 
This maketh that our hev es de lo (kind: c 
Jud teble that they may nu weil engend:s 
This maketh chat out wyucs wytl allaye 
L>cligyous folke) to they may bettet pape 
Ok Ucnus paytmceutes than mou we 


God wott no lullhburghes pay yt 
N. 11. 


But deaat w;othe my lozdeſthough J plap 
Full cet game a (othe have Jhccdelap 
This woztyp monke/toke all in pacieuce 
And ſapd / I wyll do my dpligence 

As ferre as ſowuttij in to honeſie 

To tel pou a tale oʒ two 0z che 

And it you lyſt to beten hytherwarde 

I wyllyou ol thelyfc of (aint Edwarde 
Oz els tragedies/ficſd J wpll tcil 

Of whiche I baue an hundzed in my cell 
Tragedy / is fo; to teil a cettaynt ſtozp 

Is olot bokes mahen memozy 

Ol dem that ſtonden in great pꝛoſpetite 

And is fall out of hye degre 

In to myſetp / and endeth wzetchedly 

And they ben vercifyed comenlp | 

Dr. vi.keet| whiche men clepen exametton 

In pꝛoſt che ben endpted manp on 


The Ponkes tale. 


And in metre/menp aſondzp Wyſs 
Xo / this ought pnough to (uttyle 
Nowe hechenet / it you lyſt fo; to hett 

But firſt | beleche pou in this mate te 
Though {| by ozdze tell nat thele thynges 
Be it ok popes/cmperours/0zkynges 

And aſtet het ages/as men wꝛitten fpnde 
But tell hem /ſome befoze and (ome behynde 
As it cometi to my remembzaunce 

Haue mc erculcd of myn 1gnozaunce 


C Hereendeih the Monkes pꝛo⸗ 
loge / and here tolo weth 
bis tale. 
SSC 


Wyll bewayle tn manet ot tragedy 
JI @hebharmofhem þ ſtõden in hie degre 
And fpllen(o/P thete naa no remedye 
Co bꝛinge hem out of het aducrſpte 
Fo; certapne{whan that foꝛtune lyſt to flye 
There map no man ot het the courſe holde 
Let no man truſt on blynde pꝛoſpc tyte 
Beth ware by this enſample ponge and olde 


22 _ 


At Lucifet though he an aungell were 

And nat à man at hym J wyll begynne 

Fo; though foztunc map nat aungcll dere 
From hyt degte yet i ll he foꝛ his (pane 

Jo wne in to hell u hete he is yet in 

O Lucifcr/bztghtcſt of aungelles all 

Howe att thou Sathanas Þ mayſt nat twyn 
Out of mylcrp/ whiche thou arte fall 


The Monkes tal 


Lo Adam in the felde of Damalcene 

With goddes owe fkyngre wzought was 
Aud nat begoten ot inannes(perme vnclene 
Ind welte all Paradyſe/(auyng on tre 
Had neuet wo:loclp man lo hygh degte 

Js Joam/tyll he fo: milgoucrnaunce 

Was dꝛiuen out of his hye p:olperyte 

Co labout and to hell / and to mplchaunce 


Lo Sampſon/ whiche that was annüctate 
By the aungell/ longe 02: hignatiuyte 

Ind was to god alinyghty conlccrate 

And ſtode in noblelle whyle he might le 

Was neuet ſuche anothet as was he 

To ſpeke of ſttength ttherto hatdpneſle 

But to his wpucs tolde hehis lecte (nelle 
Tho:owe which he llough him foz wzetchpd⸗ 


Sampſon/ this noble and mighty champion 
Without weapen laue his handes twep 
Hellougb and all to tent the lyoun 
Towarde his weobpng/walkyng by the wep 
His falle wptc coude hym lo pleale t pay 
Tyll ſhe his counſaple knewe i he vntrewe 
Unto his toes his counlaple gan bewꝛap 
And him fo;ioke/ and toke an othechewe 


An hund:cd forcs/toke Sampſon fo; ite 

Aud all het taples he togythet bonde 

And ſette the fores tayles all on ze 

F 02 he in eucry tayle hath put a bꝛonde 

Ind they bꝛent all the comes in that londe 
Ind het olpues and her vynes cke 

A thoulande men eke / hel lewe with his honde 
And had no weapen / but an alle checke 


Whan they wete l lapne / lo thꝛyſted hun that he 
was well nygh lozne/to2 which he gan to pzep 
That god wolde of his payne haue lone pyte 
And lende hin dzunke / oꝛ els muſt he dep 

And ok his alle cheke that was lo dꝛye 

Out of a wange tothe / Ipꝛanke anon a well 
Ok whiche be d2anke pnough Lthoztly to lere 
Thus halpe him god / as Judicum can teil 


By verp foꝛce at Gala ou an nyght 
Maugte the philiſtenys ot chat cyte 

The gates of the towne he hath vp plyght 
And on his backe pcaryed hein hath he 


Highe a vy / whete as men might hem le 
O no! ea mighty Sampſon lefe and vere 
Had hou nat tolbe to women thy lecte 

In ul this wonde ut had be thy pere 


This Sampſon neythet (pd;e dꝛake ne wynt 
Ne on his heed came calour none cl yere 

By pꝛecept of the meJanger deupne 

$0: all 1s (trengthes in his heares were 
Ind futty ewenty pete by yere 

Of {(racll he had the gourernaunce 

But aftcrtonel yall he wepe many a tire 

o women ( yall bzinge hem to mucheunce 


Unto his lemman Daltda hc tolbe 

That inhisheaces all ys ſtrength lay 
And faillp to his tocs him | hel oloe 

And llepyng in het bacme vport 4 04 
Thep made to clyppco: (bete bis hears 
Ind made his tomen aA his crarte ae 
Ind whan that they him tonde nne 


They bonde him faſte and pur ol ys 2: 


But 0: his heates were clppped o; (93:4; 


Thete was no donde taten ant 


Butnowe ls he puc tn pion wsaldy, 
Whete 48 they made parte 

O noble Sampian ltrengilt 071 

© whylomiuge malo: aud 
Nowe mapelt thou wepen rote 
Sythß arte ttom wel tall wee ] 


The ende of this caytytc was as 16 

Dis ftomen maven ae vpon 4 0.47 

Ind made him as their tole veto 13D) 

Ind this WaSinatomple or greed: at tt 

But atlatt be made a foulc tra: 

$0: be two poitcst boke + nave bom tl! 
Jud downe tyu the eemple and tl cyece il 1a 
Ind tlc we him ictte/ and esc bis tonne 


T11s1stolay the pzinces cuctychone 
And ctze the choumade bodyes were th Aan 
With fallyng ot che great tempte oc (tone 
Ot Damp.on wyll no mozctayne 
Bethe wace ot ches ctuampie olde and playric 
That no man tell bet countayic to ber wours 
Ot luch thpng as they wold baut tectett tayin 
I chat it toucht het ixmuics og het tyues 

. N.. 


The Monkes tale- 


F Hertules the ſouetaynt conquerour 
() Saingyn his werkes laude thye tenoun 
Fo: in bus tyme ot ſtrength he bare the tlout 
Yeſlough and tate the i hynnt ot the lyoun 
And of Centautus layde the bolt adoun 
e Atpies ſloughj the ctucil by:des tell 
He the golden apples rafte fro the dzagon 
He d:0uc out Cerberus the hounde of yell 


He ſlough tue crucll tyꝛaunt Bulurus 

And made his ho:ſc to tete him fle{lhye i bone 
Hel lough the very (crpent vencmous 

Of Achilles two ho:nes b:ake he that one 
And he Hough Cacus in a cauc of ſtone 
DcCſlough the gyaunt Intheus the ſttonge 
Þecſlowugh rhe gryſ ly boꝛe ⁊ that anone 

And bare his heed vpon his necke longe 


was ncucr wpght lythe the woꝛlde began 
That lloug lo many monſters as dyd ye 

T ho:0 we the wybe wozlbe his name ran 
what fo: his ſttenath and his bounte 

Ind cuctytealme weinithetoztole 

ewas lo ſtronge that no man myght him let 
Ind bothe wonrldes endes (ayth Ttopne 

in hebe et boundes he ot bzalle a pyllct (ct 


Alemman had this noble champport 

hat hyght Deyanpza as fccilhe as Map 
Aid as clcrkes make mencion 

She hach hym lent al hett freſſhe and gap 
41lasthis(herte alas and welawap 
nucnemed was ſubtclly with all 

hat ete he had weated it halte a day 

Jt c:adec his flcl[he all fro his doncs fall 


But nathcleſTe / (omeclcrkes her exculcn 

By ont that hyghyt Nellus that it mac d 

Be as be may q wyll het nat acculen 

But on his body pᷣ (hett he weared all naked 
K yll the fleſſhe was with the venpm (lakced 
Ind whan he ſawe none other temedye 

In hott coles / ht hath bym ſcite raked 

Fo; with no venym depned he to pe 


Thus ſtarkc this woꝛthy myghty Berriles 
Lo / who may truſt in foztunc any thꝛowe 

Fo: hym that foloweth all this wozlbe of pꝛees 
Oz he beware, is ofte lapde full lo we 


Full wyſe is he that hym ſelle can knowe 

Be wart koꝛ whan that foztune lyſt to gloſe 
Th m wapteth (he het man downe to thꝛowe 
By luche a wayc/as he wolde leſt (uppoic 


, He myghty trone/the pꝛecious treſour 
The glozious ſeptte | the ryall maicſte 
Thu ud ie hynge Nabugodonolo; 

With tongevnncth may diſcriued be 

doe twyle wan Yeruſalem that cyte 

The vellyll ot the temple he with him lad 

It Babylon was hig(ouerapucle 

Ju whachc his glozp t his delpte he had 


The fayzeſt chyldꝛen of the blode rpall 

Ot Jetuldlem he dyd do gelde anone 

And made eche of hem to be his thzall 
Amonge albothet Danpell was one 

That was the wyleſt chylde of cucrychone 
foꝛ he the dꝛemes of the kyng erpowned 
Thete as in Caldep clerkes were there none 
That wyſt to what fync his dꝛeme lownch 


This pꝛoude kynge let make a ſtatu of golde 
Sitty cubptes longe and lcuen in bꝛede 

To whiche pmage/bothe ponge and olde 
Comaundcd he to loute and haue in dꝛede 

Oz in atutneps tull ot flames reve 

He ſhulde be deed that wolde nat obey 

But ncucr wolde accoꝛde to that dede 
Daniell ne his ponge felowes twey 


This kynge of kynges/p2oude and elate 
He wende god that lytteth in mageſte 
Ne mpghtnat beteuc ot his eſtate 

But lodenly he loſt his dignyte 
Iadlyke a beſt hym ſemed fo: to be 

Ind ete hey as an oxe and lay therout 
In rapne/ with wylde beeſtes walked he 
Tyll a cettapne tyme was come aboute 


And lyke an egles fethers were his heatet 
Ind naylcs/ lyke byzdcs clawes were 

God teleued hym at cettayne peres 

Ind pafec hym wytte a than with many a tete 
He thanked god and euer his lpte in fete 
Was he to do a myſle / oꝛ moꝛe treſpace 

And ere that he lapde was on his bete 

He knewe that god was full ol might x grace 


The Monlies tale 


Is ſonne / whiche p hyght Balthaſar 
Tyat helde Þ reign attet his fadets bay 
He oy his tathet coude nat beware 
1 02 pꝛoude he was ot hette and ot aray 
41d cke an ydolalſtec was he aye 
Dis hygh eltate alluted hym in pride 
But fo2tune caſt hun oowne x there he lap 
Ind lobenlpe his teigue can deupde 


A feeſt he made vnto his loꝛdes all 
Upon atyme / he made them blythe be 
Ind than his ottycers gan he call 

Gothe bꝛinge tothe the vellelles quod he 
Whiche that inp tathcr in his pꝛolpetite 
Out ob the temple of {crutalem berafte 
And to our goddes thanke we 

Ot honout that our eldets with vs latte 


His wpfc/his lozdes and his concubpnes 

Jye dꝛonken whyles het appetptes lalt 

Out of this noble vellelles tond2y wynes 

Ind on a wall this kynge his epen calt 

And ſawe an hande armcles that w:ote fall 

x 0: tcarc of whichc he quoke and iypghed toze 
This hande that Balthalar made lo oe agallt 
Wzote mane techell pharcs and no moe 


In all that lande magicien was there none 
That couoe crpowne!/ what this letter ment 
But Tdanpell crpowned it anone 

Ind (apo kynge/gob to thy tathet lent 

Gloy and honour teigne trealour x rent 
Ind ye was pꝛouoc duo nothyng god hc 024d 
Ind thertoze great wzathe god vpon himtent 
Jud hym bcratte the teiguc that he had 


He was out caſt ofk mannes company 

With alles was his habytacion 

Ind eate hey as a beeſt in wett and dy 
Tyll that he knewe by grace and by tedlon 
That god of heucn haty dompindcion 
Ouct CUCTY teigne and CUCTY CTEATUTE 
Jud than had god of by m compallion 

Ind hym rcltozcd his tccigne this tygure 


Ckc thou that artchis(onne arte pꝛoude allo 
Ind knowelt all thele thynges piucly 

Ind atte tebell to god and his toe 

Thou dzanke cke ot his vellels boldly 


Thy w c/ and thy wenches (pnfully 
D:on' ot tut lame bellels ſonozy wynes 
Ind .ryed tallc godocs cuntebly 

Th cto:ctothel yapen great payne 15 


T q1s hande was (ente fro god p on the wall 
Wote mane tecycll pyares uri in 
Thyrcegne is done thou wer colt i14e 1ll 
DcCuypDdcotis thy rergrie ano 

To medes anoto petciens quoy tic 

Ind thatlame nygmthebeng wack [2 we 
Ind Datyus occupyeb hls begte 
Thoughhcethetto had nevtlzer eight uncle 
Loꝛdynges here by enfamplc mo art 
Vowe tuat in lozdecchyepis nos 

F 0: whan that toztune wyll a 1114 
Dc bcarcth away his eelgrie 4719 12s t 

Ind cke his trendes botye moe 435 |. 

Ind what man hath trendes thong 
Dyllchappe wyll make tum cnc 

This p;oucrbe is tulllothe anc 


5 .— of Palpmetye qu 
Iswutethperctens Of Lie! 
D0 worthy was matmes 4nd ty 5, 
Chat no wyglyt palled tier (1 ha! 
Ncinlynage nein non otact ay 
Ok kyngcs blode oo! Pirce 8 
{lay thacl he hadnacmoltets.. 
DuUt of herl Hapel Ye mp zende 


DEiEPEt 


P_— 
+ % 


tom her chvldchode T fkyndet 

Oitycc of woman aidto thc wor og 
And manp a4 wyloe hettes blo oct te 
with arowcs vV:09IE thios 

D!)c waslol write thatl nc a 

Ind Whanthatthbce was cloct the woo, 
Lyons IWbcrdes 4/10 Leates all co roi 
Ind in det armcs welde len at het !1 


She dutſt wpldec becſtes Denies (ke 

Ind tenne nth mountaricaltie ovabt 
Indl(lepe vader a bull bc the onde che 
Ww:alt-ll by very fo:cc 430 Very might 

with any yonge man were te aeuce lo wyght 
hctemoghtnotheng inber armes and, 
She KepTyer maydenyeed trom eucry wpghe 
To no man depacd the to be bonds 


The Monkes tale. 


But at laſt her frendes hath her maryed 
To Onedac/a pꝛince of that countre 

All were it lo / that ſ he hem longe taryed 
And ye l hull vndetſt ande howe that he 
Had luche fanteſpes as had ſ he 

But netheleſle whan they were knyt in fert 
They lyued in ioye and in felicite 

F 02 cche of them had other lefe ad dere 


Sauce o thyng that ſ he nolde neuer aſſent 
By no wap that he ſ hulde by het lye 

But ones foꝛ it was het playne entent 

To haut a chylde the wozide to multipip 
And alſo ſone as ſ he myght aſppe 

That ſ he was nat with chylde with that dede 
Than wolde ſ he lutte hym do his kantelpc 
Ette ones and nat but ones out of Dzebe 


Ind if Che were with chylde at that caſt 
No mo:cl huldc he play that game 

Trill fully.rl.baycs were ppalt 

Than wolde (he ones (uftre him the lame 
Xl were this Onedak wplde oz tame 

tc gate vo moe of her! fo: thus ſ he ſapde 
t was to wyues lecherye and lhame 

{1 other cale rf men with hem plapde 


vo lonnes bp this Onedak had l he 

Tic whichel hc kept in vertuc and letttute 
15Utnowec unto our tale turne we 

4 (ay that lo woa hyptull a creature 

And wylc therwith/+large with meſure 

So pcnyble in warte and cutteps cke 

Ne moꝛc labout mpght in werte endure 

was nonc/ though al this wozlb me woldelcke 


Het tyche arap/nempght nat be tolde 

Js well in vellcll / as in her clothynge 

She was all clad in petty and in golde 
4nd ckelheleftc nat foz none huntynge 

To haue ot ſondꝛy tonges folke knowynge 
Whan that ſ he leyſet had / x foꝛ to cntenbe 
To letue bokes / was all her lykynge 
Howe l he in vertu her lyfe myght diſpende 


And c hoꝛtly ofthis ſtozy foꝛ to treate 

So doughty was her huſ bande as ( be 
That they conquered many reignes great 
In the Ozient with many a fayze cyte 


Ippertcnaunt bnto the mateſte 

Ot Nome / and with ſtrenght helde hem faſt 
Ke neuet might her fomen do her flye 

All che whples that Onedakes dapeſt laſt 


Het batelles / who ſo lyſt hem fv; to rede 
Adapne Sapo: the kyng / and other mo 

Jud howe all this pꝛoceile fpll in dede 

why l he coquered/ 4 what tytle (he had therto 
41d after ot het miſchiete and of het wo 

Howe that he was beleged and ytake 

Let hym to my mapſtet Petrark go 

That wziteth pnowe of this Þ vudertake 


Whan Onedack was deed he mpghtply 
The temes helde / and with her owne hande 
Aga ynſt her toes (he tought trewlp 

That thete nas punce ne kyng in all p lande 
But were glad it they that grace fonde 
That (he ne ſhulde vpon his lande werrep 
With het they made alyaunce by bonde 

To be in peace / and let hem tyde and play 


The empet out of Rome Claudius 

Ae hym betone the romayne Galpenc 

Ne burſt ucuet be lo cozagpous 

Ne none etmyn ne none egipcien 

Ne lutrpen ne none atabien 

Within the telde / that dutſt with her fyght 
Leſt pl he wolde hem with her handes i leen 
O with her mapny put hem to tlyght 


In kpnges habyte wente her ſonnes two 
As hepꝛes ot het rcalmes all 

And Hermanno and Tptamallo 

Het naͤmes werte as Perciens hem call 
But ay: koꝛtune hath in het hony gall 
This myghty queue / map no whyle endute 
JF 02tune out of teigne made her to tall 

To wzetchybnelle/ and to my(aucnture 


Jutilian / whan that the goucrnaunce 

Ot liome camc / in his handes twey 

Hel hope vpon this quene to do vengeaunce 
And wich his legpons he toke his way 

To warde Cenobie and l hotl fo; to ſey 
He made het tlyc / and at laſte het hent 

Jud feteted her and ce her chyldzen twep 
And wan the lande i home to Rome he went 


The Ponkes tale 


Imonge other thpnges that he wan 

Het chare/that ot goloe was wzought + perte 
Tyis great romapne/this Jurilyan 

Hath with him lad that to ment hulde ſe 
Betone his tryumpye walkcd he 

With golden chapnes / on her necke hangpnge 
Crowned(he was as after het degre 

And tall ot perre/ charged yer clothynge 


Jias fo:tunc/ (he that whylom was 
TD:edefull to zpuges and to Empetoutes 
Nowe gaurcth all the people on het alas 
Ind ſhe that hcimcd was in ſtacke ſtourcs 
Ind wan by fo2cc/townes lkronge x toures 
Shall on her heed nowe were auttempte 
Ind (he that bare the leptet full of tloutes 
Shall bete a dyſtaſteſher colt foz to quyte 


F Opyllane great Barnabo vilcount 

God of dclyte/t(co2ge of Lumbardpe 
wyp (hulbe nat | thy foztune acounte |» 
Sythen inclltatc/chou clomben were to hye 
Typ bꝛothets lonne ð was thy double alye 
or he thy neuewe was / u lonne in lawe 
Within his pꝛilon made the to dye 
But why ne howe not J thou wezeClawe 


F the crle Huglyn of Þpyſe the langour 
There may no tonge till to; pyts 

But lytell out of Pyle/ (ſtandeth a tous 

In whiche tout in pꝛiſon put was he 

And withhymhis 1lytcll chyldzenthze 

The eldeſt (kart ly fpue pete was of aye 

Alas foztune it was great ctuelte 

Suche bpꝛdes fo; to put in uche a cage 


Dampned he was to dpen in that puon 

F 02 Koget whiche bpllhop was of ple 

Nad on him made a kalſe (ubgeityon 
Thoowe whiche the people gan on him arpſe 
And put hym in pꝛiſon in uche a wyle 

As ye haue herd / a meate and danke he had 
So0(male/that well vunethe it may tuttyle 
Ind thcr withall/4t was full pooze and bao 


And on a dap it be fyll/ that in that hour 

Whan that his meate was wonte to be bought 
Che gaplet ( hytte the does of the tour 

He herde it well but he lpalie tight nought 


And in! 


4. te anone there fyll a thought 
That! cy fo; hungte wolde do him to oyEn 
Alas ,uod he alas that 4 was w;ought 
Thy . with the tcares fyll from his eyen 


His pong lonne that thie pere was of 118 
Unto his father he tap why bo ps wepe 
Whan wpll our gap let bung our potage 
ISthete no modell bzeed thatpe 00 kipe 

4 amlohungry that 4 map nat lepe 

Nowe woloe god that F inigagtl lope cucr 
@thantthuloenobhungre mm pombe crc 
There is nothyng than b:eco Þ me were 1c icy 


Thus day bp day this chylde gan to crr7 7 
Tyllinhistathits barmec a 0o wn it! 
And tand tarewetke tather onde 

Ind kylleo his tathir 4Dveb thc ial 
Ind whanthc womull tatyer ds 

J 0; WO his ATMs te gatto Ute 
4adtapd alas fo;tunc and uta 
Typ tallc whels my wo all niay writ 


His other chylde wende Þ fo; humor: 
Thatheyis arines qnewe te 
AInolapotathiroondtlo alas 

But rather catc ihe Ache Vpor 

Our tlellyc thou pate Vs take o: 

Ind cate pnough tightthas te 

Ind after that within a var oſs 
They lpochempowneinhistipp: 


Dim lelfe du papzed che for hunger gt 
Thus ended the mvaltty eric or 44 
Jtromhygheceſtätc fortune awa! 199" 
Okthis rageoy it ougheypneng tut id 
Wholſo wpllbeteitinatenget oh 

LicOeth the great port of tan 

Thathight Paunte fo! he (443 it dene 

Ito popnt to poput nat on worden te 737 le 


b Il chough & Nero were as vectous 
La Is any tende p lvcth rulllo we 4004 
pct he/as tellcth Vs Buctontus 

Iltis worde had in(ubiccrion 

Bothe eſt and weſt! and Septemetton 
Ot rubices/lapby;cs 41d of prices white 
Wete all his clothes bꝛouded vp aud 00wn 
Jo he in gemumes greatly gan delyic 


Moꝛe delycate / moze pompous ofarap 
Woze pꝛoude was ncuer emperour than he 
That plke clothe] that he had weared o dap 
Iftcr that tyme/he nolde it neuct(e 

Nettes of golde thꝛede / had he great plente 
To fyſſhe in Tpber)whan hym lyſt to plap 
His luſtes were as lawe in dis degte 
Foz foztune as his frende/ wolde him ovap 


He Rome bzent/foz his dilpcacye 

The ſenatouts hel iough vpon a dap 

To here howe that tho men wolde wepe x crpe 
Fnd(lough his bzother/z by his ſuſtet lap 
His mother made he in a pptous aray 

Foz he het wombelet(lytte/to be holde 

Where he concepued was / lo welawap 

That he ſo lytell ofhis mother tolde 


No teates out of his cyen foz that ſyght 

At came but ſapd afayzc woman was ſ he 
Great wonder is that he coude 02 mpght 
Bt domplman ok het deed beaute 

The wpne to binge him comaunded he 
And bzanke anon none other wo he made 
1han might is iopned vnto cruclte 
31as/to depe wyll che venym wade 


4" outhe a mailter had this empercue 
Cotiche him letttrute and curteſpe 

oz of mozalyte he was the flour 

£5 1n bis tyme but if higbokes 1ye 

And whyles his mayltcr/hab of him matftrp 
He made hym ſo connpng and lo louple 
That longe tpme it was o tyrannp 

Oz any byce ducſte in him vncouple 


Dencca his maiſtet was ot whiche J dcupſe 
2ycaule Nero had of him ſuche dꝛede 

Jo he foz his vyces wolde him chaſtyſe 
Dilctetelp as by wozde and nat by dede 
Sz; he woldeſap/an emperour mote nebe 
Bt vertuous/and hate tyrannpe 

Foz whiche he made hym in a bathe to blede 
On bothe his atmes / tyll he mull dye 


Chis Nero had eke of a cuſtomaunce 

In pouth / apeuſt his mayſtet to rple 

Whiche aſterward / hym thought a great gte⸗ 
Apt cauſe he ofte wolde him chaltpls (uauce 


| — = bk __— rs. th. 


The Ponkes tale. 


Thecrfoze he made hym dye in this wyſe 

Co cheſe in a bathe to dyt / in this manete 
Nather than to haue another turmentple 
And thus hath Aceto ſlapne his mapſtet dete 


Ro we fpll it ſo / that foʒtune lyſt no lenget 
The hygh pꝛide of Nero to cherpllhe 

Fo; though he were (trog/ pet was lhe ſtriger 
She thought thus by good J am to nyce 

To let a man that is fulfplled of vice 

In hpe degte / and an emperour hym call 

By god / out ot his ſete J wpilhymtrpce 
Whan he leſte weneth / lone ll (hall he fall 


The pcople role vpon hym on an nyght 
Fo: his defaute and whan he it aſppeo 
Out of his dozes / anon he hath hun dyght 
Jlone and there he wende haue be alped 
He knocked faſt and ape the moꝛe he cryed 
The taſtet (hptthep the dozes all 

Tho wplt he well he had hym lelte begyled 
410 went his wap no letget dutũ he call 


The people cryde/x rombled bp and downe 
That with his cares/he herdehow Þ they ſaid 
Where is this falle tpraunt this Ncron 

x 0: fearc/full nete out ofhis wytte he bzcybe 
And to his goddes/right pytoul ly he pzaybe 
Fo: ſocout but it might nat betybe 

Fo02 dzede of this him thought that he deyde 
And ran in to a garden hym to hyde 


And in this garden fonde he chozles twep 
And lyttyng by a fp;e great and reed 

And to the cyo:les twep / he gan to pꝛep 

To l lee hym and to gyꝛde ot his heed 
That to his body whan he were deed 

Wete no dilppte done/to; his defame 

Hym kelfe he llough / he coude no better rede 
Olk whiche foztune lough and had game 


As neuet capitapne vndet a kyng 
w That teignes mo put in ſubiection 
Ne ltrenger was in felde of all chyng 
As in his tymenegreater ofrenoun 
Ne moze pompous / in high pꝛeſumpcion 
Than Olophern whiche koztune aye kyſt 
So lycozouſ lp / ladde him vp and doun 
(Tpll chat he deeb was oz that he wyſt 


Nat onely that this woꝛlde had of him awe 

1 0; lelynge of tycheſſe and lyberte 

But ye maoe euety man reney his lawe 
Nabugovonoloz/ was loꝛde ſayd he 

None other god huloe honoured be 

Iycnlt his yelte/ there dare no wyght treſpace 
Sauc in Bethulya/a ſtronge cyte 

Wwycre Elyachpm was pzcett of that place 


But take kepe ofthe dethe of Olopherne 
Ampd his hooſt/he dzonke lap all nyght 
Within his tente lagge as is a berne 

And pet to; all his pompe x all his mpght 
Judyth a woman as he lap vpzight 
Sleppng bis heed of (mote/and tro his tente 
Full pzuuclpl he (tale/ tcom cuety wyght 
Ind wich his heed vnto her £ownel he wente 


Hat nedeth it of kyng Antpochus 
w To tell his hygh and cyall mateſte 
Hishygh pzbe/his Werke vencmus 
F 0: ſuche anotycr man was ncuct às he 
Licoeth what that hc was in Machabe 
And redcth the pzouve werkes that ye (ayde 
Ind why ye tyll trom his pzolperite 
Aud ini an bpll yo we waetcycbly hy bepde 


F o:tunc hym had cnhaunſed (o tn pꝛide 
Tyat verylp he wende Ye might attepne 
Unto the lletctes Vpon cuerp(pde 

Ind ina balaunce to way eche mountapne 
Ano ali the lobes of the ice tellceyn 

And goodes people had he moſte an hate 
Hem woloc bellet em tourment and in pep ae 
Wenynge that god nempght his pzibe abete 


Ind fo2 that Apchamoze and Tpinoye 
Wyhiche iewes were benculedinyghtyip 
Ulito the iewesluche au hate had ye 

Chat ye bad gteytheb his chare full haſtelp 
Ano woe ano (ayd tull biſpitout ly 

Unto Jeruſalem he woloc eftione 

To wꝛetze his y2c on ittull ceuclly 

But ot his purpole/ was he let tulllone 


God foz his manace/hunlozelmote 
with wuiltble wounde are wacurable 
That un his guttes carts (o and bote 
That his papues wers unnoztabie 


The Monkes tale il 


Indcerft a, the wreche was reſonable 
o: me ya mannes guttes dyd he pepne 
But f m his purpole cutſed 4 bampnable 
X02 his lmette he nolde hym teſttcepnt 


But bad anone/pareplen his hoot 

And ſodapnly o he than was ware 

God daunted all his p;ide * all his bool 
J 0: he ſo ſoꝛe fyll out of his chat. 

That all his lymmes and his (Rn to tate 
So that he ne mygut go ne rybe 

But i achapze men adoute bun bare 

Ill fo; boſed bothe backe any (pope 


The wꝛeche of god him (mote lo crucily 
That in his boop wicked wo;mes ctepte 
Ind therwithall ye danke (c 10 :ri bly 

That none ot all his mepny that him ker 
whether that he woke 0: cls([ lepte 

Ne mige nat of him the tpnke endure 

Ind in this muchicte ye wapled + rhe 2 ls 
And knews god lobe of cuerp creates 


To all his hooſt/ and to hym tet, all 

Full walttome was the ſtone of hte 
No man might him beatc to ric fro 
And 11 this [tpnke 4 inthis ho;iblie patty 
He statt full wietchedip on a mount ary 
Thus bath ty1s robber and this ben 
That manp ama made io wepe any p12: 4 
Suche guctdon as belongeth v1ito p;i04 


7 He ſtozp of Fliſaiider iso en 
That cucty wight Þ bath dilcre!l oi 07 

Hatu yrroetomwhat 03 all of bis fo:tung 

This wyde wozlde as inconclulion 

Dc wan by ſtrength! and bis renown 

They were glad to peace viito bun tende 

Tbs pꝛide ot man and bole be lar de 40041 

Whete lo he came in tothe wo;lbes ende 


Comparyſon might yet never be maked 
Bytwyre dim and anothet conquctout 

Joꝛ al (his woꝛld to; dꝛede of him hath quake 
He was ok knyghthod 3 of fredom doute 
Joꝛtunt hym made the bey e of hig honour 
Saue wync x women nothing mige al wage 
His high entent in armes and labour 

$0 was he full of loupnge cozage 


„ err o_co—_a__—__—_—_w@. =. oe... 


what pꝛide were it to him though J pou tolde 
Ol Daruus / and of a hudzed thoulande ino 

Of punces / exies / and kynges bolde 

Whiche he conquered/and bought to wo 

I (ay(as fette as a manmapy rydc o: yo 
The woꝛlde was bis / what i yulde J moꝛc des 
Foz though I wꝛoti / ⁊ tolde pou eucr mo (uyſe 
Of his knygythod! it mygyt nat ſuttyſe 


T walue pere he reigned as I tede i Machabe 
Philippes ſonut ot Macedont he was 
That fyꝛſt was kyng of Gtece fygat countte 
O wo:thy gentle Ily(aundzc alas 

cuet l hulde the fali ſuche a caſe 
Empoyſonde of thy fol ae thou were 
Thy ſyct fo:tune hath toutned in to an aſe 
And pet fo: the ne wepte (he ncuet a tete 


who hall eue men teares to complepne 
The dethe ot gentyinelle and of ttauchyle 
Tyat all the worlote welded in his deine pne 
And vethpm thought it might nat ſuttyle 
So full was his co:age of hyghempzile 
Alas whol hall me heipe to enOyte 

I alle fo:tune and poylon to dilpyle 

Thc whichc ok all this wa Þ wyte, 


I y wyledom mano '4bigh labour 
From humble bedde to ryail maieſte 


Tip role he! Julius the conquerour * 


That all the occ ident by lande and i 

By ſtrength of hande/o2 cls bp treate 

Ind vnto Home made hem trybutary 

Aud lythe of ome empetout was he 1 
T yll that toztune wert his aductlacy 


O myghty Celat that in Thellaly 


* + 


Aycuſt Pompeius father thyne in lawe 

That ofthe Oꝛient had the chyualrp 

As fette as Þ the day begpnueth to dawe 
Them thozough knightyod halt take 1 (lawe 
Saue tewe folke/ that with Pompeius tledde 
Thoꝛo we whiche p putteſt all Þ O;tent in awe 
Thanke foztune/tyat (0 well the (pedde 


But nowe a lytell whyle N wyll bewaple 
This Pompey us'/this noble gouerncur 

Ol Rome / whiche p fledde at this batayle 
F (ap one ot hu men / a falſe traptour 


The Monkes tale. 


His heed ol ſmote / to wynne hym fauoue 
Of Julius and to him the heed bzought 
Alas ompey / ot the Ozpent conquetout 
That tfoʒtuns vnto ſuche a kpne the bzought 


To Nome agaynerepapzeth Julpus 
With his tryumphe lauteat full bye 

But on a tyme Butus Caius 

That eucr had oł his hye eſtate enupe 
Full puucly had made coulpp;alye 

Ipen(t this Julpus / in ſubtple wpſe 

And caſt the place / in which hel hulde dye 
Wich bodkens as Ic hali pou beuple 


This Julpus vnto the Capptoly went 
Upon a dap / as he was wonte to gone 

And in the capitoly anone hym hente 

This kalle Bzutus and his othet tone 

And ſtycked hym with bobkens anone 

With many a wounde / thus they let him Iyc 
But nceuet grunted he at no llroke but one 
Oꝛ els at two but ik his ltozp lyt 


So maulp was this Julyus of hertc 

And lo well loued cltatelp honeſte 

That though his deedly wou des Co ſoze ſmett 
Bis mantell oucr his hyppes caſte he 

J 0: no maul hulde ſe his pztupte 

And as he lap in dyenge on a traunce 

And wylte verily that dpe l hulde he 

Ok yonelte/pet had he reanembzaunce 


ucan to the this ſtoʒy J recomende 

ind co Sucton and to Ualety allo 
That ot this ſtoʒy wziten woꝛde 4 ende 
Howe that theſe conquerours two 
foꝛtune was firſt a frende ⁊ ſythen a fo 
No man ttuſt vpon het tauour longe 
But haue her in a wapte fo: cucrmo 
Wytneſſe on alt the conquerours ſtronge. 


Noble / a u oꝛthy Petto gloꝛy olſpayne 
Whom foztune helde lo hye in mageſte 
Well oughten men thy pptous deth complapns 
Out of chy lande thy bzother made the tle 
And after at a ſiege by ſubtylte 
Thou were betraped/x1ad vp to his tent 
Where as he with his owne hande l lowe the 
Succedyng in thp teigne x in thy tente 


— "=" 


The tale of the Mon; 


Th: keſde of ſnowe / wich thrgle of blacke therin 
Caught with the lymerode-colourdc as a glede 
De bꝛewe this curſydneſſe!/and all this ſynne 
The wicked neſt / wog werker ol this ne de 
Nat Charles Olpuer/that toke ay hede 
Oktrouth and honour/but of armozpke 
Geaelon Olpaer coꝛrupt foz mede 

Bꝛought this woꝛthy kynge in ſuche a bzyke 


O woꝛthy Petro/kynge of Cppze alſo 

hat Aſyſaundet wan/by hye maiſtry 
Fullmany an Hethen wꝛoughteſt thou ſull wo 
Of whiche thyn ownelteges had enup 

And koznothynge but fo: thy cheualrp 
TucPpinthy beed han ſlayne the by the mozowe 
Thus can toztunc well gouerne and aye 

Ind out of top bzynge men to [020 we, 


. De ſtiche Creſts! whplom kpng ot Lyde 
Ot which Creſus citus ſoꝛe him dꝛadde 

Vet was he caught amyd all hts pꝛyde 

.\ndtobzcnne / men to the fyꝛe him ladde 

But luche a tapne doun kro the fyꝛmament ſhad 

Th it quepnte the fite and made hym to ſcape 

But to be warte pet no grace he hay 

Tyll to2tune on the galoule made hym gape 


Whan he aſcaped was/he coude nat ſtynte 
foto bcayn anewe aray agapne 

De wende well fo: that koztune hymſent 
Suche hap that he aſcaped thzough the rayne 
That of his foos he myght nat be ſl[apne 

And ce aſweuyn vpon anyght he mette 

Of whiche he was lo pꝛowde and cke ſo fapnte 
That in vengeauncc he all his herte lette 


c ponatte he was as hym thought 

Thcre Jupiter bim weſſhe both backe and ſyde 
Ind Phcbus cke a fapze towell hem brought 
To dꝛy him with and ther with wert his pꝛyde 
Ind to his doughtet / that ſtode hym delydt 
Which that he knew in high (entice habounded 
Ve bad het tcll what it ſigniſped 

Ind he his dꝛemis right thus epo wned 


The tre quod ſhe / the galowſe is to mant 
Ind Juppytet / betokencthſnowe and tayne 
Ind Phebus with his towel ſo clene 

A ctohencth the lonnt brames (oth toſayn 
Thoulhalt an hanged be fader cettapn 


Napneſ a the waſlhe and ſonne ſhall the dꝛyt 
Thus! . warned dym full plat and fullpicpa 
Disd Ihter that called was Phanye 


4n.,a1Ged was Criſus the pꝛoude kynge 
tis ryall trone might bym nat auay!t 
@Trigcop ts non other maner thynge 

Nccan in(pngynge cryen ne bewayle 
23ucto: thucfoztune albay wr!laTarie 

With var-are troke the regnes that be pꝛoudt 
Foz whanmenttuſt in het than wo!l ſhe kay lle 
49d couet het bay gb cate vader achoude. 


C Dcreendeth the ABonkes tac and here 
a'tcr foloweth te pꝛeſoguc of tt) 0 
Nonnesp:cil?, 


1 O @ the karght good ſit no we: 
, 9222 aid is tigheynd a, 
Ind mpky!! mote for [pt lgeurnrtTe 
Tg riahtyncughto ncht!“ e To 
Fſapcfozmc/1i'164 arcattilenile 
whete as menhaucbem rel heand cad 
Tohetecthetfodernfa 138 

Ind the conttaty 18107 and ſol-s 

As whainamantbathbiniroutet 74 
And clymbith vp and wererh fot! 
And there abpdecclz 11 p:0ſperite 

Suche thre 18 glablom as ttz 

And pfſuch* thynge were q00d fo: 

ve quod our hoſt bp ſar it Peu. 

ye ſay ryghtfoth/this Mor ca 

He ſpake howe koztunccouctd wing. 
wote neuet what and aas 314355 


light nowe peherde and per dene tene 


Ttisfo:tobewapylehineomp!. ri 

That thatis done 4!1d als 1; 1$4 prymg 

Is yc hauvelaypd/tobereof hcurne lc 

Sy: monte no moze 0? this lo god yOU D036 

pour talc anopeth allthis comp.inys 

Suche talkynge is nat wozth as butterfly 

| 02 there inis there no vi. port ne game | 

1wwherto:eſp: mont o: dan Picts by our n.a777e f 

T 12ap pou hat tely/rcl! vg (om what els 

Fo:ivkcrip/nececlpnkyng of pour belies | 

Chat on your ydell hongen on cucry vhs 

13y heurn kynge that fo: vs all dyed 

T (hulde 02 this have fallen doune fo: Wepe | 

Ill thoughthe flough bad never be lo depe 

Than bad your talc all bc tolbe OT 
$f 


The tale of the Nonnes pzeelt - 


certenlyp as clerkes( what though thp hozs befoule and lene 
—— n—— — pf he woll (crue the/recke the nat a bene 
Aat helpeth it to tell his ſentenci Loke that thy hert be me ty ener mo 


Ind well I woot the ſubſtaunce is in me pes ſyꝛ quod he / yes hooſt ſo mot J go 
pf anp thingeſhall well repozted de But Ide mery/ pwps I wpll be blamed 
Sp: ſap (omwhat- of huntyng I you pꝛay Ind right anon his tale / de bath attamed 


quod this monke/ I baue no luſt to play And thus he ſayd to bs euerpchone 
— let another ten as I haue tolde (This (wete pꝛeeſt / this goodip man ſyꝛ Johfi 
Than (pake out hoſi / with rude (peche i bolde 


Andlapd to the nonnesp2ecſt anon Chere endeth the pꝛologue of the 
Tellvoluchet — — 8 Nonnes pꝛeeſt:and here after 
Be blythe though thou ryde bpon a Jade begynneth his tale. 
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p 43002c wydowe/lome dele yſtept in age A tempetat dyet was her phiſyke 
LA was ſomtyme dwellyng in a cotage And exercyſe / and hertes ſuffyſaunte 


Belyde a gtoue ſtan tn a dale The gowtt let het no thynge fo: to daunce 
bis wpdowe of whiche J tell pou mp tale Ne Apoplexie ſhent nat het heed | 
Syn that dap thatſhe was laſt a wyfe No wpne ne dꝛankeſ he ineythet whyte ne reed 
In pacience led a full ſymple lyte Her lozdc was molt ſetuyd with whbyte x blacke 
F 03 lytell was her catell and her tent WPylke 4 bzowne b2eced! i whichſhe fond no lacs 
By bhuſbandzp/ofſuche as god het ſent Sende bacon /a ſomtpme an tye oz twepe (ke 
She fond det ſeite / and cat het doughtrtn two Foa ſhe was as it were a manet depe 

The latge ſowys dad (he and no mo A perdc ſhe had encloſed all about 

The kyne and eue a (hepe/that hight malle With ſtyckes and dꝛye dyched without 

Well ſoty was her bout and ene ber halle n whiche ſht had a cockebight chauntecſete 
In whtcheſhe cate mau a ſlendet mecil n all the lande of crowynge nas his pete 

Ol poynaunt ſauce / ne knewe (ſhe neuer adeell is voyte was metiet than the mety 02gon 


t deynce mozcell paſſed chozough het thuote Wei ſyketet was his crowynge in his loge 
er dyace was accazdaunt to her cote Than is a clocke 02 in any abbey an ozloge 
Repiecciou ut made der neutt ſyat By nature de cte we eche alſenc ion 


The tale ot the Nonnee ' 


Of the equtnorton in the toun 

7a when degres.rv. were aſcended 

Than cte we he that it might nat be amended 
Dis combe was tedder / than the fyn co:a!l 
And bateſted! as it had be a caſtel! wall 

His byll was dlacke / as any geet it ſhoon 
Lyke alſute were his legges and his toon 

Vis nayles whytet than the Iclp floure 

And lyke the but ned golde was his colour 
This gentill cocke had in hie gouernaunce 
Seuen hennes to do all his pleſaunce 

whiche were his ſuſtets / and his paramours 
And wonder lyke to him as ok colours 

Ot whiche the fapzeſt he wed in the thꝛote 
Was cleped fapꝛe damolell Pertelote 

De fetheted her an hundꝛed tyme a dap 

Ind ſhe him pleaſteth all that cuerſhe map 
Cutteyſeſhe was diſctete and debonepze 
And tompenabyll and bate het ſelfe ſo fayꝛe 
Oyn the tyme thatlhe was leuenpghcolde 
That ttewlyche ſhe hath the hert in holde 

Of chaunteclereslokynge in eucry lyth 

Vc loucth het ſo/that well was him therwpth 
But luche a toyt it was to here hem ſynge 
Whan the bꝛyght ſonne gan to ſpꝛynge 
Inlwete accozde my lefe is fette in lande 

Fo: that tyme / as Ihaut vndetſtande 
Beeſtes and byꝛdes coude ſpeke and ſynge 
And it lo fell! that in the da wuynge 

As Chaunteclere amonge his wpues all 
Sat on the perche that was in the hall 

And next dym ſat his fapꝛe Pe ttelote 

This Chaunteclete gan to grone in his thꝛote 
As aman in hts dꝛeme is dzetched ſoze 

Ind whan that Pertelot / thus herde hym toꝛt 
She was agaſt and layd hett dere 

What ayleth you to grone in this manete 

ye be a betp llepet ye foꝛſhame 

And he anſ werde thus and layd madame 

T7 p2ap you that pe take it nat in grefe 

By god J mette J was in ſuche mfſchyfe 
Right now ithat yet myn hert is ſoꝛe a fright 
No ne god quod he myſweuen teche a tight 
Ind kepe my body out of foule p:pſon 

Me met that Itomed vp and dount 

Within our patde / where Jfawe abeeſt 
Was !pke an hounde n wolde haut made a xteſt 
Apon mp de dy and wolde haue dad me deed 
His colour was betwyrteyclowe and tetd 
Ind typped was hits taple and bother his carps 


lt: 


With blar © [!tke the remnaunt of his brarps 
D:i8ſno! .c (mail wich glo t eyen twey 
yet fo:! g ſokte a moſt fo: feate A dep 

This muſeth me mp gtonynge doutieſſe 

Aw quod ſhe fyt to; ſhamt hertic ſle 

las quod (he fo by god about 

No wt haue ye loſt myn hett and all my ſout 
can nat lou a cowatde by my fayth 

Fo: cettes what ſo any woman ſaptt) 

we all deliten if it myght de 

To haue huſbandes / hardy wyſt and fre 

And lectet and non nygatde nt no tolle 

Ae hymthat is agaſt of eucry tolle 

Nt none auauntour by that god aboue 

Howe burſt pe ſay foꝛ ſhamt vnto pour |9511c 
That any thynge might make you 2 ferve 
Daue pte no mannes bert and have a derbe 
Nas and conne ye be a ferde of f weuenrs 
Nothynge but vbantte god wote in wenge 
Sweucuys ben engendzedoftepletions 

And of tume and ofcompiertons 

Whan humours ben to habundaunt na 
Certtes this dꝛeme which pe haut mer 10577 517 
I teil you ttouth ↄt may ttuſi t 

Comet ot ſupetflupte and reed cott. gr 
\nhiche caaſe folke to dꝛede in bet dem 
Okatowes and of tyre with tecdetnes 

Ok ceed beeſtes that woll hem byte 

Of contek and of wapes arear ass 
1Byght as the humour of Melanco et 

Caul eth many a man in cpe to crve 

Fo: feareof great bulle and beris 

Oels blacke deuyis woll bem take 

Ofother humours coude T te!l 4'! 0 

That wozkena man in Iepe mes! wo 

But J wypi}paſſe/as lpahttywas Fran 

Lo Caton!whicherhat was lo wr a man 
Sapde he nat thus do no fo:cc ot demos 
Nowlyꝛquodſhe / whan we five fro the bers 
F02 goddes loue as taketh (ome latte 

Up petyll of my ſoule ant) cf my lyte | 
I counteyle pou the belt J wyll nat pe 
T hat bothe ot colet and of malencolyc | 
pc purge you / amd fo; yt ſhull nat tary 
Though tn thts to wne be non a potecary 


Iſhall myſelfe two herbes teche pou 
CTbat ſhall be foꝛ pour heſe and fo; pour pꝛou 
Ind in out parde!tho herbes (hall J ynde | 
Che whiche have of her pzopertc by kynde 
Copurgrpou dencth and mo 

(Ut, 


* * a . 


| Fozpetnatthisfoz goddes omnt loue 
pe be rygut colerpke of complcrcon 

Where the (oa (s/in his aſcencion 
Ne lynde pou nat replete of humouts hot 

J oꝛ tt pe do / I date well ley a grote 
Chan pe ſhall haue a feuer tecctane 

Oz tis an agewe that map be pour bane 

I dap 02 toe ſ hall haue digeſtoues 

Ot wozmes/02 pe take pour laxatyues 

Ol lauteall centozp,and of tumetete 

Oꝛ els of the c}derberpes that gro wen thett 
Of Catapuce 0; of gapttys beryes 

Ot hcrbe pue /growpnge in out parde » merp is 
Plucke hem bp as they growe and ett hem in 
Be merphuſbande|foz pour fader kyn 
Dꝛedeth no dzeme/J caa ſap pou no moze 
<Padame quod he-gramercy of pour loze 
But nethetleſſe as touchinge dan Catoun 
That of wyledome / hath luche a great renoun 
& bh ough he bad no d:emes foz to diede 

By god men may in olde bokes tede 

Ok many a man moze of àuctozyte 

Than tust Caton was ſo mot Ithe 

T hat all the tyucts ſapthof his ſentence 
Ind bauc weil kounde by erperpence 

That dzemes be ſignikicactons 

Is well of (07) as af ttibulacions 

Cat folk: endurttu in this lpfe pzeſent 
Thett ne detijto make of this none argument 
Che very pꝛefe ſhe weth it in dede 

One ok the greatteſt auctout / that men tede 
SDatth thus that lomtpme two felowes went 
On pylgrymage in kull good entent 

And happedio/thcp compn in a toun 

Wyhett as thcre wag ſuche congregacton 

Ot ptopell / and cke of ſtrapte herbygage 

T hat they ne fonde ag mckpll as a cotage 

In whiche they bath mpght plodged be 
whetfoꝛe they mult of neceſſpte 

Is fo; that night depertecompanyp 

And cche ol hem goth to his hoſtety 

And tokt his lodgynge / as it wolde falle 

M hat one of hem was lodged in a lalle 
Ferre in the patde / with oren of the plo we 
That other man was lo well pno we 

As was his auenture/02 his foxtune 

Chat vs gouerncth ali in comune 

And ſo it befeil / longe 02 it ere dap 

This man mette in his bed / hett as he lay 


Dowe that his fclowe gan don hym calle 


I crpe out on the mynyſtiis 


The taleof the Nonncs p2celt. 


And ſapd alas/fozin an oxe ſt alle 

C bio nyg bt ſball I be mutdꝛed there I lyt 
Ho ue heipe me dere bꝛothet oz Idye 

In all haſt come to me he ſayde 

This man out ok his ſl epe / foʒ feat abʒapde 
Ind whan he was waked of his llepe 

He turned him / and toke ofthis no kepe 

Hym chought his dꝛeme was but a vanpte 
Thus twyle in his lepe dzemed he 

Ind at thyꝛde tyme / yet his felowe 

Cam as him thought / #ſayd Jam nowe ſlowe 
Beholde mp blodp woundes depe and wpde 
Atyſc vp crip/ia ihe moꝛowe tyde 

And at welt gate ot the to wne quod he 

A cart full of dunge there ſhalt thou le 

In whiche my body is hyd full pꝛeuely 

Do that catt at eſt boldely 

My golde tauſed mp deth loth to lapn 

And tolot hym eucrp popnt / ho we he was lar u 
With a full pytous face pale of he we 

And truſt well his dꝛeme he fonde right tte we 
Foz on the mozo wt / as ſoone as it was dap 
Co his felo wes in / he toke the wap 

And whan that he came to the orcs ſtalle 

After his fclo we he begpn to calle 

T he oſtelet anſ werde him anone 

And ſapde ſyꝛ pout felo we is gont 

As (ane as dap/he went out of the tou 

bis man gan kallen in ſuſpeſſpon 
Uemembʒynge ol his dzemes that he mette 
Ind fo:th he goth / no lenger wolde he letts 
Unto the weſtgate ofthe toun and fonde 

A vongecart/ as it wete to dongt londe 

Chat was ataped in the ſame mylt 

Is yt haue het de the deed man deupſe 

Ind with batdp bert / he gan to ctye 
Nengeunct and tuſkice/of thts felonpe 

My felowe mutdꝛed is / this ſame nyght 

And iu this catt he lpeth gappnge bp rpght 
quod he 
Chat ſhulde kepe and tule this cyte 
Hato we alas hete lyeth my feſowe ſl ayn 
what ſbulde I moe / oſ this tale ſapn 
be people out ſtart /3 caſt the catt to ground: 
End in the my dell of the donge they founde 

M be deed man that murdzcd was all newe 

© bieſfull god / that ort ſo good and tre we 

Lo ho we that thou be wat yeſt murder al wey 
Murder wyll out tt at ſe we day by day 
Mutdet is lo waltſom/and abhominadle 


The tale of the Nonnes (t. 


To god that ſo tuff is and reſonable 

T hat he ne woll it ſuffre helyd to be 
Though it abyde a pete / oz two 02 thꝛe 
Murder wyll out this ts mp concluſton 
Ind tight anon the myntſtres of the toun 
Haue hent the car tet / and lo ſoꝛe him pyned 
And eke the hoſtelet ſo ſoʒe engyned 

That thep bene we her wyckedneſſe anon 
And weren an hanged dy the necke boon 
Hete map pe ſe that dꝛemes ben to dꝛede 
And certes in the ſame lyfe I rede 

Ryght in the next chapptet after this 

I gab nat ſo haue J top and biys. 


. wo men that wolde haue paſſed ouet  (e 


A Fozcertepn cauſes in to a tet colitre 

pk the wynde ne had be contrarye 

That made hem ina cyte to tatp 

That ſtode full mety vpon an hauen ſyde 
But on a day / apenſt an euyn tyde 

T he wynde gan chaunge v blowe as hem leſt 
Joly and glad thep wentyn to reſt 

And caſt hem full et iy foz to ſayle 

But herken to one man fell a great metuaple 
The one oł hem in ſlepynge as he la 

He mette a wonder dꝛeme agayne the day 
Pym thought a man ſtode by his beddes ſyde 
And him commaunded/that he ſhulde abyde 
And ſapd bym thus it thou to moo we wende 
T hou ſhalt de dꝛeynt / my tale is at an ende 
De woke and toſde his felo we what he mette 
And pꝛayed hym / his btage foꝛ to lette 

As fo: that day he pꝛaved hym fo to abyde 
His keſowe that lap by his beddes [pde 

Gan foz to laughe/ and ſcomed him full faſt 
No dꝛeme quod he map ſo my hert agaſt 
Chat J wo!llettefozto do mp thpnges 

Jet nat aſtrawe / foꝛ thy dꝛemynges 

Foꝛ ſweuenes be but vanytes and tapes 
Men metyn aldap of o wies and of apes 

And eke of many a maſe thet withall 

Ind dꝛemyn of thri ge / that neuet was ne ſhall 
But lich J ſe that thou wolt here abyde 

And thus louthen weifullp thy tyde 

God wote it te weth me and haue good day 
And thus be toke h1s leue and went his wap 
But er be had halfe his cours yſayled 
J nat why / ne what mtſchaunce it ayled 
But caſueſiy the ſdyppes botom to rent 

And ſhyp and man under the water went 


Inſight c other ſhyppes beſpde 

Thatr ith htmſapled at ſame tyde 

Ind t cerfoze fap:e Pertlotſo dere 

Bpſ che enſamples olde maiſt thou here 
That no manſhuld be to techeie ſſe 

Of dꝛemes fo: Flay the doutleſſe 

Chat many a dꝛeme kuf oe it fo: to dzede 
Lo in the Ipfe ofſaynt Reneime J reve 
That was Renulphus ſo! then ble £pnge 
Of Petttuttke howe Kenelme mertc a tyynge 
A lytell o he were murd2ed on 4 day 

His murder in his viſtoniteſap 

His noꝛice him erpouned tt curry de 
Dis{wcurn'and bad hym kepc hin! bf! 
Fto tteſon but he was but. vi.yerc 0/0 
Ind therfoze/!ytell tale he hath cherof ro ing 
Ok any dꝛeme ſo holy was his bett 

By god J had leuet than myſ(hette 
That ye had herde bis legende as have T4 
Dame Pertiot' Flay to you truly 
Macrobeus that w:yteth the a viſion 
In Iffryke of the worthy Scypion 
Aftermetty dꝛemes and (aich that they 6m 
warnynge of chinges that we after | c-1 
And ferthermo:e pray you lotet 

In the olde teſtament of Danve!! 

yk he helde dꝛemes any vanyte 

Rede eke of Joſeph and thetc hn 
Wondzes den ſomtytne but Fiat 1) 
wwarnyng of thynges that fahrn 

Lo ok Egypt the kynac that hight 1445 4 
Dis baker and hie butler alto 

Whether they feſt none effect indie 
wholſo wollſeke acres of ond rom 3 
May rede of d2emes a wonver coy ge 
Lo Creſus/ whiche was of L yDe bg 
Met he nat that he ſat vpon a crc 

whiche lignttyed he lhufde banged bY 

Lo Indzometa Becto:s wyee | 
That dap that Hecto: (bulde lee His lt 
She dꝛemed inchelamenypghye betorrre 
Dow that the Ive of Pecto: i hulde be lozne 
pt that day he went buto batarle 

S\Ye warned dem but it myghe nat 4uavic 
De went fo2 to fyght nethele s 

But he was (layne anon of Ichylles 

Bat that tale ts to long to tel 

Ind ee it is negd day Imar nat den 


Shorty Yſay as fo; conctuſton 


That I (hall have of this aucſton 
S. ut. 
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is The tale of the Nonnes p2ceſt. 
" Bduerſitc/and Yſap furthermoze Fill ts myn hert of teuell and ſolas 


That J ne tell of laratlues no ſtoꝛe 

Fo: they be venemous/J wot it well 

I hcmdefpe/ Jloue himncuer a dcell 

But no we let vs ſpeke of myꝛthe /a ſtynt all this 

Madame Pertelot ſo haue Jblis | 

Of othpnge god hath me ſent large grace 

Foz whan e the beautt of pour face 

ye beſo ſcarlet reed about pour eyen 

It maketh all my dꝛede fo2 to dyen 

Foz allo ſiket / as In pꝛincipio 

Mullict eſt hominis conkuſio 

Madame the ſentence ofthis latyn ts 

woman is mannes top and his blys 

Fo: whan I fele on nyght your (oft ſyde 

Il be it/ that J may nat on pou ryde 

Fo: that our perche is made (0 nato we alas 

Jam ſo full of toy and ok lolas 

T hat I detyt both ſweuene and dzeme 

Ind with that worde he flye boun fro the beme 

F 0: 1t was daf and ckehts hennes all 

Id with achucke/ye ganbhem fo: to call 

F 0: te had found acorne lap inthe perde 

{ivallhc was and nomoze a ferye 

Ic tfctheryy Pertciot twenty tyme 

und crane hcr cke as oft 02 it was pzxpme 

I*eloketh as 4c were a grpm lyoun 

Xn0 on 1s toos he romed vp and doun 

im deyned nat to let hes feet to grounde 

Ind chuchtd whan he had a cone pfounde 

Andtohumthan tan bis wpurs all 

Xs rpall'as ap:tnce ti bis hall 

Leue F this chaunteclete in bis paſture 

Indattet woll Þ tell of his auenture 

Whan the moneth in the which Þ woꝛlde began 

T hat hight Marche that god firft made man 

Mas complete and paſſyd were allo 

Syth atche began ſtwentp dapes and two 

Betyll that chaunteclere in all his pꝛyde 

Dis ſcuen wyues walkynge hym beſpde 

Caſt vp his even to the bzyght(onne 

Chat in the ſigne of Taurus was pronne 

Fourty degrees and one and (omwhat moe 

De knewe bp kynde and by non other loze 

That it was pꝛyme ⁊ ctewe with a blu(full leut 

The ſonne he ſapd is clombe vp ts heupn 

Fourty degrees 4 one/x[omwhatmoze pwys 

Madame 4 | 

Derkyn howe this bliſtull byꝛdes ſpnge 
And le the floures bow they (pzyuge 


Butiodenlp him kyll a(o2oufull cags 

Fo: cucrthelatterende of toys wo 

God wote that wozldly (op is (one ago 

Ind ita tethout coude fap2 endyte 

Dc in acronicle myght ſauelp wzpte 

Ag foꝛ a ſouetayn notabllite 

Nowe cucty wpſeman het kyn to me 

T his ſtozy is aſſo trewe / Þ vnvertake 

Ja is the boke of Launcelot delake 

That women holden in full great ccuetence 
Ao we woll J turne ayentomplentence 

A coll fore / full offleyght and iniqupte 
That in the groue had woned peres the 
Behygh ymagynacton afoꝛe call 

The (ame nyght thzough the hedge bꝛaſt 
In to thepcrve/therechaunteclere the fap2e 
Was went and eke his wpues to repapze 
Ind ma bed of woztes/(tpil be lap 

Tyllit was palled vndzen of the dap 
Waytynge his tyme on chaunteclere to fall 
Fe gladlp don theſe homicides al! 

That in a wapte ligge to mutdꝛe men 

A fals murderour ruckyng in thy den 

O newe Scatiot and newe Genplton 
Fals diſſimplout / O greke Spnon 

That bꝛought Trope btte tip to loꝛowe 

O (havunteclere/acupled be the moꝛo we 
That thou in the j erde flye fro the beames 
Thou were full well warned dy thy dꝛemes 
That ylke dap was perilous to the 

But what that god afoze wote muſt nedes be 
Aftet the opinion of certapneclerkes 
Wytnes of hpin that any clethe tg 

That in ſcoſe is gtcat alteracion 

In this mater aud great diſputacion 

Inv hath ben of an hundzed thouſande men 
But Ine can nat bulte it to the bzeunt 
As can thc holy doctous Auſtpu 

O2 Boect / oꝛ the byſſhop Bꝛad wardyn 
whether that goddes wozthy foze wetynge 
Streyneth me nedely to do a thynge 
Aedely clepe Ilymple neceſſyte 

Oꝛ tf the kre choſe be graunted me 

To do that (ame thynge / 02 do it nought 
T hough god foꝛwote it / oꝛʒ it was wzought 
Oz ik his wytyng ſtreyneth neuet a dell 
But byntceſſpte condicionell 

I woll nat haue to don oi ſuche matete 
My tale is of a cockeias ye ſhall he te 
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That toke his coũſeyll of his wyfe with loꝛowe 
To walke in the perbe/vpon the moꝛowe 
That he had met the dꝛeme ſas J you tolbe 
Womens counſeyl! ben full oft rolde 
Womens counſey!!l bzought vs kyꝛſt to wo 
And made Adam fro Patadiſe to go 

Chete as he was full merp and well at eaſe 
But fo I nat whom Þ myght dilplealc 

yf I counſeyll of women wolde blame 

Paſſre oucr/fo2 Jlapditinmy game 

Kedeth of aucto*s/whey thep trete of (uch mates 
Ind what they ſay of women/pe mowe here (re 
Thcle den the cockes wozdes and nat mpne 
Ican no harme ot no woman deupne 

Faye in the londe to bathe her merely 

Lycth Bertelot and all het ſuſtets by 

Ayenſt the lonne and chaunteclerc o free 
SMige merperthanthe Metmapde in the ſee 
Fo: Phiſologus ſapth vtterly 

Ho wwe that they ſyngen well and merily 
Ind lo befyll as he caſt his eye 

Amonge the wo2tes/0n a butterflye 

De was ware ok this fore that lay full lo we 
No thynge than luſt him koz to cto we 
Butctyed anone / cocke cocke and bp he ſlert 
As man that was akcayde in his her 

Joꝛ natutally a beeſt deſyꝛeth to fle 

Fro his conttratyp if he may it le 

Though he neuet had ſene it etſt with his eyt 
T bis chaunteclere whan he gan him alpye 
He woſde haue fled but that the forc anon 
Sapd gentyll yz alas what wyllye don 
Be ye affraped ot me that am pour frends 
Novecterteg 7 were woꝛſe than a fende 

y Ito pou wolde hat nie 02 velonve 

Jam nat comen pout counſeyll to alppe 
But ttewely te cauſe of my comprge 

Was only to here howe ye ſynge 

Fo: trewelp/ pehaue as mety a ſtcuyn 

Js any aungell bath that is iu heupn 
Chet with ye haue of mite more felynge 
Chan had Bocce/o2 anp that cauſynge 

My loꝛde pout fathet god his ſouſe big 
Ind che yout mother of het gentylnis 

Haue in my houſe be to my great calc 

Ind cettes ſyꝛ full fapne wolvde Þ you pleaſe 
But fozmen(peke ot ſyngynge 4 wolde ſey 
So mot Þ bzowkyn well myncyentwey 
Saut pou / ne hetde J nenct man ſo ſynge 
As dyd pour father in themozgpnge 


Cettes it v hett all that he longe 

$nb kot nate his voy ce the mo:e ſtrongs 
De wol .(o peyn hym/that with bothe his cyen 
Le mt'.t wpnke'(oloude he muſt cryen 

Ind ondynonhts tiproſe therwith all 

Aib itretche fo:th his necke longe and (mall 
Ind cke he was of (uche diſcreeyon 

That thett was no man tnnoregyon 

That hym inſonge oz wyihome might pate 
{Thaue well reed ban Burne!'l the ate 

Imonge his verſe/ howe that there was 2cocke 
Fo: that a p2eeſtce (one pafhym a knocke 
Upon hits legges/ while he was pon ge ande 
Pe made hym fo2to life hits benefrie 
Butcertepn there t18n5 compariſon 
Betwerthe wyldome and diſcretion 

Of pourfathcr/and of h18 ſubtilite 
Nowelpnacth(y?fo:ſayntchartte 
Letſc/canvepourfather counterfert 

This chauntecſete his wynges 221 to bots 

Js man that coude nat his treton aso e 

So was he rauiſſhed with its ff ater? 

Ilaàs pe loꝛdeg many a fals taterour 

Is inpour court and many afa's tr» 

That pleſe pou well moe by my ce 

Than be that lothfaſtnes bnto you 

edyth ecclefyalt of ffatery 

Bt wate pe lozdcs of her trechery 

This chaunteclereftone hve voor © 
Stretchynaec bts necke and dels 

Ind ganto crowelowde fo: the 1101 

Ind dan Rullell the tore ſtart bop 2: 0:49 
And op the gozge hent chatunteclere 

Fad on his backe towarde the woe 5 

Fo: pet was thereno man that hen (yen 

© deſteny that may nat be eſchc ct 

Jas that chaunteclere {ewe fro theben 
Alas his wyfe taught nat of demos 

Ind on a frpday-fy!! all ch1s m1 havin ce 

O Ucnus that art goddelle of pleſaunce 
StichneaÞ hy (eruaunt was this chaunteclert 
Ind inchp{erupcedpd all his power 

<P fo: delyte/than the worde to mult Ing 
Why woldeſt thou ſuffte him on thy day to dye 
O Gauftpde dete mayſt cr ſoucteyn 

That whan d worthy Rig Richary was flag 
Withſhot commpleyndtyM his deth(ofore 

Why ne had Y nowe thy (ctence and thy lore 
The friday fo: tochyden/ as dyd ye 

Joona ftidap (ho:tly arne was he 
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To Chountrciere dzede/and foz bis peyn 
ertes ſuche crye/ne lamentacion 

Nas never of ladyes made when that Ilion 
Was wen and Pircus with bis bꝛigbt werde 
Wwhan he bent kynge pam by ihe-berde 
And ll owe him / as ſa ich Eneydos 

Is maden all the hennes in the clos 

When that they had ot chaunteciete the light 
But ſouetenly / dame ÞPertelot ſhꝛight 
Full lowder/chan dyd Haſdbzubalis wyfe 
When that bet buſbande dad loſt his lyfe 
Lad that the romayns had bzent Cartage 
/ Sydbewas(o full ofturment and ofrage 
Tat wylfully/4n to the fyze ſhe ſtert 
And dꝛende het ſelte / with a ſtevfall hett 

© wokull hennes tight ſo ctyden pe 

As when that QAeto dꝛent the cyte 
Of Rome craden the (enatours wyues 
Fo: that het duſb andes ſhulde leſe her lyues 
Withouten ayit Acro hath hem (lapn 

How wyll Jtutuc to my tale agapu 

Tuts le!p wpdowe and het doughters two 
icrden the hennesctpen and make wo 

And out at ehe doze Nert they anon 
Ind ane the fot to warde the wode gon 
And batebpon hes backe tde cocke a wep 
Aud criven out and harowe/ and wela wey 
a the fot and atter him thep can 

Ind ttze with ſtaues manp an other man 
Ran collc out dogge / taldot and gai lande 
maln with het diſtaft in bet hand 
Nan gwand calke and ene the very 
og tu ſo loꝛe aferde were of the dogges 
And ſhomtyng of men and of women cke 
They tanne ſcſ/oet bert thought io bzeke 
ey pelien as fendes don tn helle 
Thc dozes ctyden as men wolde hem quelle 
Che dees foz ftet fle we ouer the trees 

Out of the hyuts came the [Warme of bees 
So bidous was the noyſe a benedicite 
Certes Jacnt ſica we ne his mepne 
Ne made ncuer (howtes halte ſo ſhziſl 
Whan that they wolbe any flempnge hpll 
As that day was made bpon the fore 
Ol bꝛas they biswe the trompes/aad of bore 
Ol home x benin wech chey bie we 4 powped 
And ther with they ſhzthed and ſhouted 
It lemedias b heuyu ſhuld fall 

Now good men I pzay barkpn all 


1 The tale ol the Nonnes pzceſt. 
Can wee Fſheweyou/how þ Jcoud:plepy Lo/bowe foztune turneth ſodenly 


The hope and the papde of het enempye 

T h1ts cocke that lay vpon thy fores bake 
In all hes dzede vnto the for he ſpake 

Ind ſapd ſyꝛ / ꝓf I were as ye 

yet ſhulde Iſap / as wys god he lpe me 
Turneth apen / ye pꝛoude churles all 

I verp peſtelence vpon pou fall 

Nowe am J come vnto this wodis ſyde 
Magte pour hede / the cocke ſhall here abpde 
I wyll dym ete /in fepth and that anon 

Che fox anſ werde / in fepth it (hall be don 
And as he ſpake the woꝛde all (odenly 
This cocke bꝛake from his mouth delyuetip 
And bygh vpon a tte he flewe anon 

Ind when the for (awe that he was gon 
Alas quod be / O chaunteclere alas 

J baue quod he / do to pou great tteſpas 

In as moche as I made pou aferde 


when J you hent + bʒougt out ol pout perde 


But ſyꝛ I dyd it nat in no wycked entent 
Come downe and Jſhalltell you what J ment 
I (hall you (ay ſoth / ſo god helpe me lo 

Nap than quod he / Iſhꝛe we vs both two 

And fypꝛſt Jſbzewe my ſelfe / with blode 1 bones 
pf thou begple me ofter than ones 


Thou (halt nomoze with thy flaterye 


Do me (pnge with a wynkpnge eye 

Foz he that wynketh when he t huld le 

An wyltully / god let hum neuer thee 2 
Nap quod the fox / but god yeue hym milchauce 
T bat is ſo tndit(crete of gouernaunce 

That tangeleth/ when that he (huibe haue peas 
Lo (ucheitisfozto betecheles 

Ind neglygent/and truſte on flatetpe 

But ve that holden this tale a folye 

Is ot a fox and a cocke and an hen 

T akcth the mozalyte good men 

Fo: (apnt Poulc (apth/ all that wzpten is 

Co our doctryne / it is w2lften pwis 

C aketh the frupte / and let the choffe be ſtyll 
Nowe good god / i chat it be thy wpll 

Is ſayth my loꝛde / ſo make vs all good men 
And bꝛynge vs to thy hyghblylTe, Amen. 


¶ pete endeth the Honnes pꝛeeſt tale 
and here after folo weth the 
Mancyppis pꝛologue. 


yz Aonnesptceſt/ourbooſtſapd anon 
JI pbicCev by tis bꝛeche and every (tone - 
T hts was a mery tale of chaunteclere 
But bp mp trouth! (f thou were ſcculer 
@ hou woldeſt ben a tredefull a right 
Fo: if thou haue cozage/as thou haſt myght 
The were nede ol hennes / as I wene 
yt moꝛt than leuen tymes ſeuentene 
Se whiche bzawnes hath this gentpll pꝛeeſt 
So great a neche / and ſuche a large bꝛeeſt 
He loketh as a ſpechauke with his eyen 
Him rnedeth nat his colours foꝛ to dyen 
With bꝛaſyll / ne wich grayneof Moꝛtyngalt 
Butlpz / fapꝛe falle you toz pour tale 
Ind after that he with fun mery chere 
Sapd to an other manq as pe ſhall here 
Wot pe nat where there ſtandeth a lytell towne 
Whiche that is tlepeb bob vp and downe 
Undet the blee in Caunterbery way 
There gan out hooſt to tape and to plap 
And ſayd ſyꝛs / what dun is in the myꝛe 
Is there no man fo: pꝛapet ne foꝛ hyꝛe 
That woll awake out felo we behynde 
A thefe might him full Itghtlp robbe and bynde 
Se ho wt he nappeth ſe fo corkes bones 
Howe he woll kalle from his hoꝛs attones 
Is that acooke of London with miſchaunce 
Do hym comfozt-he knoweth his pen aunce 
Fo: he ſhall tell a taic by mp fep 
All though it de nat woꝛth a boteli of hey 
A wake thou coke quod he god yeue the ſoꝛowe 
What aylcth the to lepe by the moʒowe 
Haſt thou had fleen all nyght / oz att thou dꝛõke 
Oꝛ haſt thou al night with (om qucane pl woke 
So that thou mapſt nat holde vp thy heed 
T his coke that was full pall and nothyng reed 
Sapd our hoſt ſo god mp ſoule bleſſe 
Chere is fall on me great heuyneſſe 
Nat I nat why me me wert leuet to ſlepe 
Chan the bet galon of wyne in chepe ö 
Well quod the Maͤncypyll if it may do eſe 
To the ſyʒ cokt / and to no wight dil pleſe 
Whiche that here tyden in this compaupe 
And that out hoſt wyll of bis cutteſyt 
Iwyll as now ercuſe the of ihy tale 
Foz in good fepth thy viſage is kull pale 
M hpn eyen daſen / ſothly as me thynketi 
And well Þ wo te thy bꝛeth full ſoute Nynketh 
Chat ſheweth well / thou att nat well diſpoſch - 
Ok me cettepn thouſhalt nat be gloled 


The Mancyppyls pꝛolse 


Schov „ galpeth/lo this dzonken wyght 
Js tho 4h he wolde bs (walowe anon tya he 
Holde .lole thy mouth by thy fader kyu 
The etnyll of hell ſet has fote thetin 
Tb, curſed bꝛeth will enfect vs all 
Fye (tynkpng ſwynt / fye foulemoct the be all 
Takt heve(pzs/of this luſiy man 
Nowe(wete(p: wyll pt ul} at van 
Thetto methynketh ye be weil ( hape 
Ittowe that pe haue dꝛonł en wync ape 
And that is whea men picyen at ſitawe 
And with hes ſpeche the coke we ted all wwe 
And on the Mancyppll he gan to node full 
F03 lacke of( adeun the do ic pm ck 
whcre as he lay ty men him bp coke 
This was a fapꝛe chtucſaunce of a coke 
Alas that he ne had holde bymby his ad 
And et that he ayen were in bis fade! 
There was a gteat ſhouynge both to 22 22 
To Ipfthpm vp and mykecll cars and de 
o bn welled was this (ey pafied 3 
And tothe Pancypyiſ than(pake our bo? 
Bp cauſe that dzynke hath Domtnactn 
Upon this man by mp! auacyon 
J tto we lewdly wyll be tell big tale 
Fo: were it wyne oꝛ oloc muſty alt 
That he hath dionkyn be (peketh (0 h 
And fncſpth faſt and ett he hath there 
Ne bath alſo to do moꝛt than vnoun! 
To kepe hym on his capy!l out of f 
Ano pt be talle from bis capy!l ett 0114 
Tgan (dall we all baue pnough tod 
I nge bp his dꝛonbyn cose 
Tell on toy tale oł bim make Ino gte 
But pet Pancypyil in key tt thou att ten 
Tdus openiv to rep2ouc/him of bis dec 
Inothes day bt woll patauentutt 
Recleyme the and brynge the to lure 
— — wyil of (mall! china cs 

nd fo: topynche at the cetenynges 
bat were nat honcſt it t came to the pte 
No ꝙ the Macppyil tbat were a grtat miſchefs 
So myght he d:ynge me into the (nare 
pet had Jleuer pap fo: the mare 
Whiche te rpdetb on then be ſduld w re Rryue 
J wollnat wiath hem ſo mote Þ (h2ypur 
That Iſpeke Y(apd it but 19 bourde 
And wote pe what) I baue here in; my gourde 
A d2aug ht of auc /t of a type grape 
And right anone/peſhullle a good tape 


19 


This tode ſhall dzpike therofif J may 

Up pepne of my ſyte / de yl nat (ap nay 

And ccrtoniy/to ten as it was 

Pl thts veſſell the coke v2anke fall alas 

what nedett dt / he dzanke ynough befozne 
And wen de dad pouped in dis bone 

Co the Manctpyll be toke the gourde agayne 
And ofthe dzynde the coke was full fayne 
And thankedhim! in ſuche wyfe as he coude 
Chan gan out hooſt to law ge wonder loude 
And ſayd I ſe well it is neceſſary 
were that we gon good dat with ds to cary 
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be tale of the Pancypyll- 


oꝛ that woll turne rancour and diſeaſe 

To accoꝛde and loue/and many a wold to peſe 
O Bachus y dleſſed be thy holy name 

CT bat ſo canſt turne etneſt into game 
woꝛſhyp and thanke be to thy deyte 

Of chat mater pe get nomoze of me 

Tell on thp tate/thow Mancppyll Jthe pzap 
well (yz quod he/herken what I ſap. 


CHereendeth the Pancypy1s pꝛo 
loge: andhere after foloweth 
his tale. 


Den Phebus di>efled Her tn erthe adoun 
WAs olde dokes maken mencpor) 
He was the moſt laſty bacheler 
Ot al] the wo2de/and ene the beſt archer 
He (lough Pdbeton the ſerpent / as he lap 
Dicpynge/apenſt the (on vpon a day 
Ind many another nobyll woꝛthy deve 
Ve with his bowe w2oughyt/as men mowe reve 
de cou de ua euerp mynſtteicy 
nd ſyngen that tt was a melody 
a here of his clere boyte theſoun - 
ther of Thebes Amptxon 
That wtth bes walled the cite 
Coude neuer ſyugs baifeſo well as he 
Therto he was the ſemelyſt man 
That ts oꝛ wax ſyththe wozlde began 
VWhatnedeth tt bis fetuce to diſttyue 


ES > nd hich 


Foz tn thts wozlde was there non ſo fayꝛe a lyut 
He was ther with fulfylled of gentyſneſſe 

Ol donout / and of perfpght woꝛthyneſſe 

Chis Phebus that was floute of bachelery 
As well in fredom as in chpualry 

Fo: his diſpoꝛt in ſiqne ent of victozp 

Ol Pdeton / ſo as telleth bs the ſtoꝛy 

was wont to dete in his bande a bowe 

Now had this Phebus tn his houſe a cto we 
within a cage yfoſtred many a day 

And taught it ſpeke / as men teche a Jay 

whyt was this crowe as is aſnow whit (wan 
And counterfpted the ſpeche of cuerp man 

He coude when he ſhuld tell a tale 

There was in all this woꝛlde no nygbtyngale 
At coude be an hundꝛed thouſande dele 
Sypynge ſo wonder y merelp and wele 

Now had this Phebus in his houſe a wyke 


The tale of the Paunc!) - 


Whiche that he loued moꝛe than his lyke 

Aud nyght and day dpd euet his delygence 
Het koꝛ to pleaſe / and do her tcuerence 

Saus oup ik the ſoth if J ſhall ſayn 

Tclous he was and wolde haue kept het fayne 
4 02 him were ſoth taped foz to be 

Ind lo is cuerp wyght in ſuche degre 

it all foz nought foz it auapled nought 

A good wpfe that is clene of werke and thought 
Shilde nat be kept in non awayte cetteyn 
Ind trewiy the labour is in veane 

To khepe aſhꝛewe fo: it wyll nat be 

This holde Jfoz a verp nycete 

To ſpyll about foꝛ to kepe wyueg 

Thus w2ptenoldeclerke3 in het lpueg 

But nome to putpoſe as J fyzit began 
This woꝛthy Pbebus doth all that he can 
To pleſen her / wenynge thoꝛo we luch pleſaũce 
Ind fo: hig manhod and kor his gouernaunce 
That no man ſhuld put him from her grace 
But god it woot thete map no man enbꝛace 
As to diſtrepne a thynge whiche that natute 

- Vath naturally let ina creature 

Tak any byꝛde / and put him in a cage 

4nd do all thyn entent and thy coꝛage 

To foſtte it tenderly with meate and dipnke 
Ok all deyntes that thou canſt bethynke 

And kepe it alſo clenly as thcu may 

All though his cage of golde be neuet ſo gay 
pet hath this byꝛde by t wentp thoul ande folde 
Leuet in a fozeſt that is wplde and colde 

Go cate woꝛmes / and ſuche wetchednelle 

Foz euet this byzde wpll do his bultnelle 

To aſcape out of his cage whan he map 

His lybette the byꝛde deſp;eth ap 

Let take a cat and foſtte her with mylke 

And tender fleſſhe / and make her couche of ſylke 
And let het ſe a mouſt go by the wall 

Anonſhe weaueth fl and couche and all 
And euery deynte /that is in that houſe 
Suche appetyte hatu ſhe to tate the mouſe 
Lo / herehath luſt his dominacton 

And appcryte flcmeth diſcrecton 

Aſhe wolfe hath alſo a vylens kynde 

T belewdeſt wolle that (be may fynde 

n leeſt of reputacion / that wyll (he take 

In tyme whan het tuſt to baue a make 

Ill cheſe enſamples(pcke I by theſe men 
That ben vatrewe/and nothunge by women 
Foz men haut cuer a licozous appetyte 


On lowe unge to perfourme her deipte 
Than e yer wpues be they neuer ſo fee 
Ne nc it ſo tte we/ ne ſo debontyʒe 
leſſie is lo ne w fangyll with milchaunce 
Th we nc konne in no thynge have pleſauuce 
That ſowneth vnto vertu any why ic 
Thus Phebus whiche thought nog ic 
TDifcepued was ke: all his 10!yre 

Fo: vndet bim another hab (he 

I man of lptellceputacion 

Nat wo:thto Phebus in compariſon 

The mot hatme is it happcth oft (o 

Of whiche there cometh moche harme and wo 
And (0 befell when Phcbus was aber! 
Dis wyfe anone hath fo: her lemm an (nt 
Dcriemmaticertcs thatis aknautntthe tl probe 
Fo2pcueit me and ttat Troubeliche 

T he wyle Platolayth agremore rn 
The u oꝛde muſt nede accoꝛde with the dede 
yt mcnſyul cell pꝛopetſypatbyngt 

Thc wo:de mult coſyn de tothe work mics 
Jama boyitous man'rryght tus (ar 1 
Thcre is but lytell deffterence erew!y 
LBetwer d wpi(c flat is of hygt 5cnre 

pt ot het body difhoneſt [he be 

And a pooꝛe wenche other than thts 

yt lo be thep werke both am rs 

But that the gentyll ts in ite abou 

She (hall becleped his lad ande 

Ind fo2 that ofhcr is a moo:e won 47 

She ſhall be cleped his wen che © 

And god it woot nmypn owe dere 

Men lepe as lo we that one aste 
Liyghtio betwyr a ticclees ty: 

Ind an out lawe/o: a thefke err 2307! 
Thelame Flay there ts no Þiftirence 

To Jlilaundet was tolde this (ententce 


Bytozceofmceyne to ler downeriuht 

Ind b2ennehoute and home and make all pier;1 
Lo'therfo:cis hecleppd acapiern 

Ind fo: the outlawe hath but {mal! merne 
Ind map nat do ſo great an harme as be 
Nebzyingeacountreto lo great mypichere 
Mentlepe bym an outlaweo: a there 

But foz Jama man nat tercuell 

T woll11attecll ofcertes neucr a deell 

A wyllgo tomy talc as Þ began 

whan Phebus wyte gad lent fo: det lemman 
Anont ihep w;oughten all thetr luſt volage 


CIS I 
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The tale of the Mauncipyll. 


This whytecrowe that hynge ay in the cage 
Behelde her werke / and lapd neuet a woꝛde 
And when hoom was come Phcbus the loꝛde 
This crowe ſonge cucko we cuckowe / cuckowe 
wwhac byꝛde quod Phebusſwbat ſyngeſt thou 
Ne wert thou nat wont ſo meteiy to ſyng 

T dat to mp hert it was a teioplyng 

To here thts voyce alas hat ſonge is this 
Bp god quod he / Iſynge nat amps 

Phedus quod he to all thy woꝛthyneſſe 

Fo: all thy deaute fand thy gentilneſſe 

Fo: all thy ſonge and all thy minſtralcp 

Fo: all thy waycynge!blcered is thyn eye 

With one of Iptell reputacion 

Nat wo2th to the in comparyſen 

Che mountaunceofagnat (0 moot Jth:yue 
J oz on thy bed thy wye / Jlawe hym (wpue 
What woll ve moꝛe the ctowe anone him tolde 
By (addectokens/and by woꝛdes bolde 

Dow that his wyfe had don het lechet p 

Vym to gtcat amt and great bclonp 

And tolde hym ekte he ſawe it with his eyen 
Tis Phebus gan awepwarde foz to puen 
om yought his wofull berte bꝛaſt a two 
Dis bowe he bent and ſet thertn a flo 

I'10 (1 bis y2c/he bath his wyfe lapne 

This tsthe cttect/there ts mozetoſapne 
J$c:(0:0we whetot he bzake his mpnſtralſp 
Dotycharpe and lute gctetne and\awtry 
Ind ce hebꝛabe his arowes and his bowe 
Ind attet that chus ſpake he to the cro we 
Ttay tout quod he with tonge of (co2pton 
Thou haſt me bzought to my contuſion 

IJlas that J was wꝛought/ why nete J deed 
O bete wpte O gemme O luſtyheed 

That were to me ſo lad and cke lo trewe 
No we lyeſt thou deed with face pale of he we 
"Full gyltieſſe / that dutſt I (were ywyſle 

O tatzyll honde to do lo koule a mpſſe 

O trouble wyt Q pꝛe techeleſſe 

That vnauyſed (pnneſt gyltleſſe 

O wan tru?-kullof tals ſuſpecton 

Where was thy wyt and thy dfſcrecion 

O euery mam beware of retyineſſe 

At tto we nothynge/ without ſtronge wytneſle 
Srmptenattoſoone!02 thou wpt whp 

Ind be aupſed well and ſike tiy 

Oi pe do any execuciou 

Upon your ve fo:(uſpecton 


Nas / a thouſative folke hauczekyll pe 


fully foꝛdont / and dꝛought hem in the myꝛe 
Jas toꝛz ſoꝛowe / I wyll my ſellt (lee 

Ind to the crowe / O fals theke ſayd he 

J woll qupte anone thy fals tale 

T bou longe whplom lyke an nightyngale 
Nowe lhalt thou fals thełe / thy ſonge fozgoni# 
Eke thy whyte fethers eucrychone 

Ne ncuet in all thy lyfe ſhalt thou ſpcke 
Thus ſhull men on a tteptout be a wicke 
Thou and thyn oflpꝛynge euer ſhall be blake 
Ne neuct ſwete noyſe ſbull pe make 

But euet crye ayenl(t tempeſt and rapne 

In tokyn that thzough the / my wpfe is ſlayne 
And to the ctowe he ſtert / and that anone 
And pulled of his whyte fethets cuetychone 
And made hym black / and reft him all his ſong 
And eke his ſpeche and out at boze hym llonge 
VUnto the deup ll whiche J htm betake 

And foꝛ this caſc be all cto wis blake 

L ozbynges/bp thts enlample 4 wyll poupꝛap 
Beware and take kept what Y lap 

Ne tellyth neuet no man in pour lyfe 

Howe that another man hath byght his wyfe 
De wyll you haten mozcally cettapne 

Dan Salomon as wyſeclerlics layne 
Techeth a man to kepe his tor ge well 

But as Jſayd/ Jam nat textuell 

But netheleſſe thus taught me mp dame 

Sy ſon thpnke on the ctowe a goddes name 
My ſon kepe well thy tongue) # kepe thy rende 
J wicked tongue is wore than a fende 

My ſon / from a feude men map hem biyſſe 
My ſon god ofhts endleſle godooneſſe 
Wallyd a tongue with teth and lyppeg eke 
Foꝛ man ſhulde him auyſe what heſpe ze 

My (on fu!l oft / foꝛ to mykyll (peche 

Bath many a man beſpplt / as clerkes teche 
But foꝛ lytell ſpeche / ſpoken aupſcdlp 

Is no manſhent tolpcke generally 

My ſon thy tongue ſhuldeſt ttou teſtreynt 
It all tyme / but whan thou doll thy peyne 

To lpeke of god in houour and paper 

The kyꝛſt vert ue ſon yt thou wylt lere 

Is to teſttapne / and kepe wel thy tonge 
Thus lerne chyldꝛen / whan they be ponge 
My (on of mpkeliſpekpnge vn auiſed 

Chere laſſe ſpckynge / had pnewgh (uffpſed 
Cometh mpkyll harme / thus was me taught 
Ju mpkpliſpeche:{ynne wantcth naught 
Wwoſt thou wherfo;e a cakyll tonge ſetucth 


. 
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The Parſons pꝛolo- 
Keght as aſwerde fozcucteth x fo;keruech Who wr no de tell a tale let ſe 
An atme atwo mp dere tight ſo Almo . fulfptied is mpne ozDdynaunce 
I tonge Tucteth ftenblhpp all a two pꝛo to god / fo peur dim right good chaunct 
| Iltangeleristo god adhovmpynable Ty? telleth this tale to vs luttcty 
Bede Salomon/(0 wylt x honourable Dy; pꝛeeſt quod he atte thou a vtcaty 


ede Dauyd + his platures/rede Sencke Oꝛ arte thou a perſont' Cay ſothe by thy fap 
My lonnepeke nat / ne with thy heed p beke Be what thou de bꝛeaxt thou nat our play 
Dilſymule as thou were defe/1k Þ thou here Fo: cucry man ſaue thou hath tolde ts cate 
Tye tangelourlpcketh of perlous matere Unbocle/ and (he we vs what is in thy male 
The flempng lapthe lerne it that thou leſt Foz ttewlp me thynketh by thy ctyere 
That lytell trangelynge/cauſcth moche reſt Thoul huldeſt knyt vp well a great matete 
My lonne / if thou no wicked wozde haſt (apd Tell vs a fable anone fo; cockes boncs 
The dare nat bzede foz to be bewzapd This perſon hymn an(werde all at ones 
But he that hath myllayde / J date well (apne Thou getteſt fable none tolde to: me 
He may by no wap clepc his woꝛde agayne o: Poule that wiitech to Tpmothe 
Chyng that is ſayd is lad 3 foꝛthe it gothe Licp:cucth hem that wapuen (othtaſtnen: 
Though hym repent/oz hym be neuerlolothe Ind techen fables/ and luche wietch pon! c 
He is thzall to hun / to whom he hath (apo hy l hulde J (owe d;atfc out ofmy ty 
I tale foʒ whiche he is no we pueil apapd J map ſowe wirte it that mic 11 
My ſonne bewate / and be none auctoꝛ newe Fo; whiche Jlay if that ve lytv bete 
Ok tydynges whether they be fallt 02 tte we Moalpte and of vertuous matete 
Where lo thou come/amonge de oꝛʒ lowe And than if pe wyll yeue me asoycucc 
Kepc well thy tonge and thpnke on che creo we wolde full faync at Ctyſtegteuct eee 

| ne pou pleſaunce letull as J can 

But truſteti well J am a Þ en ma 


Chere endeth the Mancyples talt/ — teile rum tam tut᷑ by letter 
and yere begynneth the - Inv god wore epenc e a ec: 
Barſous tale | 


2 well ik pt iypſt J wyll ag 
| well ou teil alytcll calc in proc 
S To knyt dp all this feed and mak 
* And Jeu foz his gtact wyttt mei 
. Tol you the wap in this vpen; 
J that the P eha his tale ended Ol thylke pertyte glo:ious pylgt g 
LS uth ip de is diſcended That byght Jetulalem ccleſtpatl 


V0 1lowe/that it wan nat te mf tant And if pe vouchelaufe'anoue (b 
Degtees of tyue and twenty of hygye | Begyrmebpon mp talc/fo: whiche 7 

Ten at clocke it was ſo as I gelle Tell your àauyſe F can no bettet ta 

Fo: enleuen fote a lytell moze o:lelle But nethclellc this meditacton 

My lhadowe was at that tyme as there put it aye dnder coꝛtection 

Ot luche fete as mp length parted were Of clerkes ko: Jamnat tcrtuel! | 
Jn.v1i.fete/equally of pꝛopoꝛcion take but the (entence cruſtech well | 
Therwith the moncs craltacion Therfo:c I make p:otcltacion | 
J meane Lpb:a/alway gan a(cende That IJ wyil tande to co:rection 
Is we were entrynge at the thozpcs ende Upon this woꝛde we hauc affented (ons | 
Foz whiche our hoſte/as he was wont to gye To as it lemed it was fo: to done | 
Ayc in this caſe this ioly companpe To enden in lome vbectudus lentence 

Sapd in this wp(c:lozdynges euerp chont Ind fo: to cut hyni{pace and audpence 

Nowelacketh vs no tale moe than one And dad our hoot hel hulde to bom (cp | 
Fulfplled is mp lentence and my deere That all we to tell his tale hym pꝛey 


T. 1. 


Out hooſt had the wo 
Dir 2 e 


. 


Aud te de well god lende cu the grace, 


The Parſons tal 


Jzremie,vi. State ſuper vias et vi⸗ 
dete interrogate de vits antiquis / 
que ſit via bona / et ambulate in ca / 


ct inuenictis retcigeriumanumabus 
veſtris.ccq- . 


Ur ſwete loꝛ de god of He; 
uen that no man wyll petiſſhe / 
but wyll that we comen all to 
e knowl ol him and to 
2 the blyC full lyte that is pardu⸗ 
cable / amonelſſheth vs by the pꝛophet Jerc⸗ 
mye that ſaith in this wyle: Stadeth vpon 
the wales and le and al ke ye ot olde pathes/ 
that is to ſay oł olde ſenttces which is good 
waye: and walketh in that way and that is 
tetteſſhyng fo2 your (oules. any been the 
wayes lppꝛituall Þleden folkc to out loꝛde 
4cſlu Cryſte/and to the reigne of glozye. Of 
w/ziche wayes there is a full noble wap and 
well coucnable! which map nat taple to man 
ne to woman that thzough ſynne hath myl⸗ 
gone fro the tight way of Jherulalem celes 
ityall:and this wap is cleped penytence.Of 
whiche man (hulde gladly Herken and en⸗ 
quyꝛe with all his herte/to wete what is pe⸗ 
nytence 02 penaunce / and wete whence it is 
cleped penytence : and howe many maners 
ben the actions of werchynge of penytence! 

ano howe many (pices there be of penytence 
and whiche thynges behouen and appettep⸗ 
ne1topenytence, Sapnte Ambꝛole lapthe/ 

that penptence is the plepnynge of the man 
to2 the gylte that he hath do and no moꝛe to 
bo any thynge for the wiziche hym oughtto 
plavne., Ind (ome doctour (apthe that pe⸗ 
naunce is the weymentynge of man that toy 
toweth fo: his (ynnc/ and pyncth hym {cltc/ 
to: he hath mp(oone. Penytence with ccry 
tayne cp2cumſtaunces/ is verp repentaunce 
ot man that holdeti hym{elfe in [020we ano 
other payne foꝛ his gyltes. Ind to: he [hall 
be very penyptent he t hall fy21} bewaplen the 
ſynnes that he hath done and ſtcotaltly pur 
poſe inhisherte/ to haue (hufcc of mouthe / 
and to do (acil faction and ncuet toz to do 
thing koꝛ which hun ought moze to bewaple 
02 complame and to continue in good wer⸗ 


kes: 0? .s his repentaunce map nat aueyle, 
Fo: a' apythe laynt p(od;e/he is a 1aper ano 
d ga ver and nat very repentaunt/ that cfts 
lon s dothe thynge to: Whiche hym oweth 
to cepent ne pute to do ſynne mat nat as 
ucyle. But nethe le lc men ſ hulde take hope 
that at eucry tyme that men kalletih be it nes 
utt ſo ofte / that he inay arple though peny⸗ 
tence if he haue grace. But cetta nei it is 
great doute. Fo; as ſayth aint G:ego:;e vn 
ncth atyſeth he out of his (inne Þ 1s cyarged 
of puell vlage. Ind therko:e tcpentaut toike 
that ſtynte to2z to lynne and fo; to lete ſpring 
oz ſyune fo:lcre bein holy churche holSeth 
bem (pkcr ot yer (aluacyon; And be that n 
neth and vcruly repeniety hymn cn his late 
Holy churche hopeth his laluacyon by the 
great metcey ot᷑ out loꝛde Flu Creft for tis 
repentaunce. But take vc the (yker and ect 
tayne wave. Q Indnowe ſythe J haute 
dated you what thynge 1s penaunce nowe 
( hull ye badcritande that there be thie act! 
ons. The ty;lt 1s that a man be bapti cd 
ter thathc hath (pnncd. Daynee ant 
layth/ buthe be penytent fo: his e 
Iyfe: he map nat begyn the newe cl 

F 0: it be be baptyted without p rw»; 
his olde gplce ye reteyneth the matt 
tylmec! but nat the grace ne the rem Tron : 
bis (ynncs/ tpil ye hatic very repertt3liice, 
Another defalite is that mendogne deres 
{ynne after they haue teccphucd bapioing, 
Thethp;de detaure is chat mental in vor; 
all linnes aftcr yer baptilime tro da to dar, 
Tycrok lapche lapnt Juſtpn that pertavince 
of good and humble tolke is the penytcricg 
of cuctp dayc. The [pyces of pen Junge ber; 
th:c. That oac of hem is (olempriic: notice 
is comunc: and the thy;Dc is pic. That pe 
naunce p is (olempne is two mancts as 
is to be put out of holy churche in lenton to: 
laughter of chyloʒen and luche maner thy! 
ges. Inothyer is whan a nan bathe (ynned 
opcnly/ of whiche lynne the fame is openly 
knowen in the coutre: and than hol church 
by iugement diittepnetd hym to2 to do open 
penaunce. Somepenaunce is that pucſtes 
emoynt men comenty in ccttaync cal as kö: 
to go pttauentuto nakco on pylgrunage 2; 

IT. u. 
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barefote. N uup penaumct is that meu done 
all day toz puuy ſyunes / of whiche we I hꝛi⸗ 
uen — —.— recepuen pꝛiup penauce. 
Nowe [yall thou vudetſtanot what beyo⸗ 
ueth d is neceſſatp to cucrp pꝛiuy penptente / 
and cheſe ſtanden in the: Contricion of hett 
conlell on ot mouthe / and (atifkaction. Foz 
whiche Johan Criſoſtom(aythe:penyteuce 
diſtreyneth to accept benyngly cucry payne 
that is hym caepned/ w coutticiou of hett 
aud ſ hiſte of mouthe wich latil faction and 
wozchynge of all manet humylite. And this 
is trutetull penaunce aytuſt tho thynges in 
whiche we wzathen our lozde Iheſu Ctyſt. 
This is io lap dclytt an thynkyng/ bp reche 
le(neſſe in lpekynge by wycked and (pnfull 
wo:chyng.Ipyenlt thele wicked gyltes is pe 
nauice that may be iphencd to a tec / the tote 
of this tic is contticion / that hydeth hym in 
the berte of bym that is betp tepentaunte / 
tigut as the rote of a ttec bydech dym in the 
etihe. Of the tote of conttic ion fpingeth 4 
Dale ſthat beate th bidunche s 330 leaucs of 
contellion and trute ot ſlatiltaction. Ot whis 
che Ctiſt laptye in the golpell: Do pe dygne 
ttutt ot penytence/toz by tis trute men map 
knowc this tte and nat bp p tote that is yd 
in che Here of a man no by the bzauchc ne 
lcaues of confeilyon, Ind theciozc / out lozoe 
Adu Crytitiapthe thus: By the ftute ot hem 
pe ball knowe of hem. Of this cote lpꝛpu⸗ 
geth alcot of grace/ whiche (cde is mother 
otipkernelle/ and chis(cde is eget and hote / 
tue gracc of this (eve ſpungctij ot god tho⸗ 
rougy thc temembꝛauct of the dap of dome 
and ot the papnes of heli. Of this matet $a 
lomon(aptye that in the oꝛede of god a man 
fo;lettety his inne. The hcatec of this ſede 18 
the louc of god and delpzung of the ioy pars 
Ddutablic: this hc ate 0;AWeth the herte ofinan 
to god a dothe hun hatt his (panc.F 0; there 
is nothyng that ſauouteth (0 ſote to a chylde 
as the mylat of his nozice: ue nothyng is to 
hym moꝛt abhomynadle than Þ mptke whan 
at is medled with other nike. Byght(o the 
ſynfull man pᷣ loueth his (pnne) it ch it 
is to hym moſt ( wete of any thpng: But fro 
that tyme that ht loucth ſadiy aut lozde Je⸗ 
lu Cryſte/and delpꝛeth theytt pard [ 


there is to hpm nothynge moze abhompnas 
bly. J oz{otye the loue ot god / is the lawe of 
god. Fo; whicyc Daupd the pꝛophete (apth/ 
haut loucd thy law / and yated wyckedo⸗ 
nes: he that louet god kepeth his la we and 
his woꝛde. This tic pꝛophete Daupeil ens 
ſpyꝛed vpon tye vyſion of 2abugodonois;/ 
whan hte counſayled hm co do penaunce. 

Penaunce is of the tec ot lytt / to hem that it 
tecepuen. Au he that holdeth hyin verp pi⸗ 
nytent iS the lentencc of Dales 
mon. In this penptence 02 contticion man 
(yall vndeeſtande fourg thynges that is to 
(ape/ what is contticion auo whiche ben the 
cauſes that meuen a man to conticton and 
ho we he l huldc be conttpte / and what coris 
tricion auayleth to p loule. Than is it thus 
that cotticion is the Very (030 we that a man 
teltreyneth in his hette toz his (pnues/ with 
(avde purpole toly;1uchpm / and to bo pe 
uaunce ano ncuetmoꝛc to dolinne. Aud this 
(0;0wel hall be iu this manet às lapth (aut 
Betnatoe it ſhall be greuous and heup/anb 
well ſhatpc and popnaut in hecte. ic ſt to; a 
man hahe agylted his lozdc this ctctatous / 
and moe (harpc aud popnaunt fo; he hath 
agplted his fathcr ccleſtpall: Ando pet moge 
[ garpe 3 popnaunt foꝛ he hath wꝛathed bun 


and agylte hin that bought bim /p ut bis 


pꝛecious blode / hach dclpucred him . om the 
bondes of ſyunc and fro the ctuelte of the dy 
uell / and tro the pepnes of hell. Tele caults 
that meue a man to contricyon ben. vi. Firſt 
maul hall cemcmbze yym of his(ynncs/ but 
loke that remiembzaunce be to hym no delpte 
by no wape/ but great(haue and ſoꝛowe fo: 
bis gylte. Foz Job lapthe (pafull men gone 
werkes wozthy of confulyon. Ind therfoze 
ſapth Ezechycll/ I wpll temembꝛze me all the 
percs of my lyfe in bytternellc of mp bette. 

And god (aythe in the appotalpps:Acmem⸗ 
bꝛe pou fro whence that ye be fall: fo; befozc 
the tyme that ye (pnned/ye Were the child2am 
of god / and lommes of the rapgne of gol). 
But foꝛ your ſynne ye ben waren thꝛall ar d 
foule members of the fende / hate of aunge!- 
les / ſulaundet of holy churche/ and fodc ot 
the kalle (crpente / petpetuall niatyze of the 
fyʒe of hell. Ind that mozec faule and abha⸗ 
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mynabie fo: ye treſpace as os tyme as doi 
the bounac that toutcucch agaenc to cute his 
owne ſpuyng. Ind pet toulat ius y gur longe 
contynupnge in lyune /a out ui lag. 
foz wbache ye be toten in pug (yunes 46 4 
beelt ii his duuge. Wuchs mant though, 
tes ma ech a mau al bamed fo bis Lynncs/ 
and no felyte/ as (aythe the pio ,. Techy 
ell. pe ( hull cemcmbyge pau ot po weyes/ 
and they (hall dyſplcale you. Sochly ſyu⸗ 
nes ben the wapes that leads folke to hell. 
Tye (ecade caule that oug lit to ae a man 
haue dylbapgne ot (yunc/ is chis as laytye 
laynt Petet / who ſo doche nne is Uyzall to 
nne: à (puys puttcth a man in greac thzal⸗ 
dome. Ind che ctoꝛe (ayth the pzophcie & 
chpell / I wente (oꝛowtull / aus hao oilodyne 
of my (clte. Cetteile well ought a man haue 
dyl dapuc of (pnic/ and Withuze we hy att 
that thzaldow and vilouy+4 05 lo / wyai (ith 
Senccaintis maicr/ ye lapthe thus. 
Though J wplte 6444 percyec you ine man 
( yulde neuct ano u: Woke haue bits 
daygne fozio oo (pjlucs And the lde ev” 
necalapthe/ { am boziug to gredice tyyiiges, 
than to be (h;41ll to my pEbDp;oe (hedil uidy 
no man ne woman make ot his booy (hail 
peuc his body to lynuc: and wet it tc to ⸗ 
leſt cho le o tc to wle ſt womau chat ip ucch 
aud I (te oc Valewe pet be is ct αοο wo 
molte foulc and mode in (etuy une wail (0; 
the hyet Degree that 4 1443 Falletyifize tuo, cis 
hc thzall/ auo mot co god duo to tic wo. loe 
plc aud auhompn able. O G00 gov! will 
pught a man haue oulveygne of tyiiiiclywe 
that (y20ug/) that/thers as YE Was fte / io 
is he int bonbe. Ino We kiP2e Lap Lie dy ic 
Auſtyn/ it thou halt dilgdYi of tu ct ανν ) 
if ye agylte 02 (pine; haue thou than „ vits 
bays p chou toy WitclLyulbelt DOIN Ake 
ce mats of thyuc ou bal e that lyoulec 
bc to toule to chy leite ne to cane. Aldo well 
ouguteu they that haue bylo (0 belet⸗ 
uaunte e aud Liall to ſpun/ Loge to be d. lady 
med orm ſelte /p gab of yig cuole e gooo- 
nelle dach e iu νανοα² αννανν, 02 yrucypm 
ſtreugih of boop bead 03 paalPperyie/ and 
bougythpn tro y Leth way s bet te bloby/ 
thai they (0 Vakyably ag aualtys giiylicude 


quyten' „bela, ly to Laughter ot het 
uuunt HS Ogo god/ pe wemen that 
bene great Beate Cemevie pou an YU p07 
uer'.; of £dabo7w0a: ye (ayche be ly a 
fa; woman thei is foulc of hit body io 4 
Lyage of golds; thaiis wo;ne ia the groyiic 
ot 4towe: (az5ight 4s a lo we wid ti 1 cue 
ty 02dUre; io wꝛocetij ( be het brautic iu Ryns 
kyng 0;0ure of (pane, The thy oc Caul ial 
ougut to meue 4 man to contticton 15 ede 
of the dap of dome and the hoc Yο paris 
of hell. Foz as laptchlaput ct ome Acute 
tyme that Acemembꝛe of the Dap at Collie { 
quakc/foz whan 5 cate 0: 0,1nke, 0; be what 
lo do cuct incleancth f troups (6 witty ii 
myne cares; Klett bp p bin seed eee 
yt to g iugement. O good god mec 
à man to edc ſuchc d LUgenice | (Yee 4s £4 
(hall be all ( ag(apch (au Poul ) bro: (ye 
lc apte iugement of out lobe Jhau 
where as welhall tube d genitell yt Þ 4 
£c100/ where as no 1N 44] may be abiiil. 1s; c. 
telle there auayleth none capa ue 
culacion/+ nat onely that our falls s yall -< 
iuged but che our wetkes (ball 65754 
kuowen. Ind tha, as Laith (aw enn 
thcrenelhalns pletpng auapl aa hi, 
we [hall pcut rebeniug of cuctf wo; 
Thciclyall we bau a LURE, Wat 11 4p 1144 5 
Dilcepued ne coztupte: alo Why, ta, ih 

all out thoughtss bc 04iCOUcheD as 

ne to2 pzaper ne Fog mice be well Ba: © 
rupic. Ind allo he late: the Witlyc 0! 


wyll nat (pate no opghe toi peek Us (2; 


pefre. Ind thertoze at ode of £01144 Wye ni is 
none hops. hetto K ads [apith (31 Juba clit! s 
tull great anguyiThe 1 yall cys taten tos 
hauc at that tym wire | ball os We Get 
and wach iuge (privng abou t Þaack hp il; 
the ho;;pble yt of hell open i dultros brim 
that wolds nat bcbtiowen bis kancs: wol 
(panes hullea openly bet hewenbtn;s g 
aud CUCTP ctcatutc. Jud ou (hs UNA 
by ucls than Þ becte may thyuke/fdats hatt 
and d2aWe tbe (yufulltoukes (6 we. pptte Of 
hell. Ind with in the bettes of tod t yall be 
the bytynge commune aud without tore 
ball his werde ac . C bantuali che 
watched (oule Hie to hyde bum. But detctede 
Cin. 


A 
. 
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nat hyde hym / de muſte come fozthe 
— 2 ſaythe ſaint 
Jerome / the etthe ſhali cat dym out of hym 
and the fcc alle / and the apze alſo! chat ſhall 
be full of thunder and lygdtnynge. 

othely / who ſo wyll rememdze hym 
ol theſe thinges J geſle that bis ſumes (hall 
nat turne him to delytt but to gtrat ſoꝛowe / 
koꝛ dꝛede of the papne of helle. Ind therfoze 
—— Job to god: (uffre loꝛde that J may a 


le be wayle and be wepe 02 ) go tetour⸗ 
nyngt to the derke erthe and coutted with 
derkeneſſe / the lande of myle ty and of derky 
neſſe where as is { hado we of dethe / where 
as there itz none other oꝛdynauct but gtyſly 
dꝛede that cuer ( hull laſt, Lo/Heremap ye ſe 
that Jod pꝛayed reſpyte a whylt to be wepe 
and wapylc his treſpace: Foz(othely one dap 
to teſpytt is better than all the treaſoute of 
this woꝛlde. And fo: as moch as a man map 
arqurte hum elke befoze god by penptente 
in this woꝛldt and nat by treſour/ therfoze 
hulde he pꝛap to god to cue hym teſpyte a 
wirle to bewepen + bewaplen his creſpace, 
J 0: certeſſe all the (020 we that aman might 
makefro the degynnynge of the wozlde/nys 
but alvtell thynge/ at the regarde of the (0 
rower ot hel. The cault why that Jod cles 
peth the lande of detkenelle vnderſtandeth 
that he clepeth it lande o2 etthe foz it is (tas 
He and neut hall tayte bcrkenefſc: fo; he 
that ig in heil hath defaute of light natutall. 
F 0; tetteſſe the dete lyght that (hall come 
out ok the fyze that tuct (hall bꝛenne (hall 
toutne hem all to payne that ben in hell toz 
it ( heweth hym all the hozryble dyutis that 
hem tourment couerde with the derkneſle of 
dethe that ben the (pnnes that the wzetched 
man hath done whiche that diſtourben heim 
to ſe the face of god ryght as a derke cloude 
detwene vs and p ſonne. Londe of Mpfeſe / 
bycaufe that there de the defantes ayenſt 
thꝛe thynges/that folke ofthis woꝛlde haue / 
in this pꝛeſent lpft: that is to lap honoutes / 
delytes / and rychelle, Yyenſt honour haue 
they in hell hame + confuſyon. Fo: well ye 
wote they clepen honour the reucrence that 
men done to men: but in hell is none honour 
ne teuerence / foꝛ cette lie no moze reverence 
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ſhall be there to a kynge/ than a knaue : fo 
whiche god lapthe by the pzophet Ictempe. 
Tye folke Þ me deſpy(en/( yall be in biſppte, 
Nonout is cke cleped a great lo2d\ hip / chere 
(yall no wyght letuen othet but of harme 
and turmet, Honour is che cleped great dig 
nyte and hyghnelle: but in hell (hall they all 
be toztroden with dyuels/as god laith. The 
ho:rpblc dpuclles( hull go and comen vpon 
the heedes of dampned tolke. And this 18 fo: 
as moch that the hyet that they were in thin 
pꝛaſente lyfe! the moe they ( hull be abated 
and detouled in hell: apenſt Þ rtchelle of this 
woꝛlde / ¶ hall they haue my(cſe of poucrtie, 
and this pouette ſ hall be in four thinges:in 
defaute of trcalout / ot whiche Daupd tapth. 
The tyche folke that enbzacen 4 coueten in 
ali het hett / the rychelle ot this wozlde/( hull 
Clepe in the l lepynge of dethe / as nothynge 
(hull they fſynde in her handes of all het trea 
ſour. And moze ouet the myſeſe of hell (hall 
be in defantr of meate and dzinke: Fo: god 
(apthe thus by Mopſes. pe (hall be waitcb 
with hunger/and the byꝛdes of hell (hall dev 
uour hem with bytcer dethe and the gall of 
the dzagon her mozcels.and ferther oucr hei 
mplels | (hall be in defaute of clothynge / to; 
they ( hall benazcd in body/ as of clotypng, 
(auc the fyze in whiche they bzenne / x other 
tylthes / and naked (hall they be in ſowic off 
all mancr vertues/ whiche Þ is the clothyng 
of (owle. Where ben than the gay robcs any 
the (ofte(hetes/ and fyne ( hettes Lo/ what 
(ayth god of hem by the pꝛophete Flay! tha. 
vudet hem (hall be ſttawed mothes and het 
couertours( ball be of wo mes of hell. And 
kutthetouet het myſeſe (hall be in defaute ol 
frendes/ foz he is nat pooꝛe that hathe good 
frendes/ but thete is no frende. foz nepthet 
god ne good creature ſhall be frende to hem / 
and euery ofhem ſ hal hate other with deed 
ly hate. The (onnes and the doughters (hall 
tebell apenſt the father and modet and kyns 
cede aytnſt kpntede/ and chyden a dyſppſen 
eche othet / bothe dap 4 nyght. Js god (aythe 
by the 2 Mycheas: and the loupnge 
chyldꝛen p ſomtyme loueden ſo fleſſhly eue⸗ 


riche of them wolde tate other/ if he myght: 
Fo; howe ſ hulde they lout to gyther in the 
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paynes of hell! whan they hated ech other in 
the pzolperpte ofthis lyte. Foz trult well het 
fle ſluly loue/ts decbly hate as (apth the pꝛo⸗ 
phet Dad: who ſo loueth wyckeoncile he 
hatech his one ſoult ano who lo hatethj his 
owne (oule / certellc he map loue none other 
wyght / in no mancte. And therfoze in hell is 
no trend hyp / but cucr the moze cutlyng the 
moe chydpng ai the moze deedlp hat: is a 
mong hem. Ind tutthetouet they i hall haue 
defautes of all manet delites toʒ why: to: de 
lytes ben appetytes of the wyttes as(yght! 
beryng/(mellyng/lauouryng/ttouchynge/ 
but in hell het (1ght ( ball be tull of derkncile 
of ( moke ano full of tcares/and het herynge 
full of wapmentyng x of gruatyng 0: tetye/ 
as(apthe Jclu Cryit.Þer noſttylles (halbe 
full of ſtpnkyng. And as ſapth ape the p;o 
phete het ſauoatynge ſ hall be tall of byttet 
gall and as touchyng het body it (halbe cos 
ueted with ty ze p neuet [hall be quenched 
and with woznes/ that ncuct (hall dye: as 
god (aythy by the mouthe of Jlaye:and to; as 
moch as the ſ hull nat wene that they mowe 
dye fo; payne a by dethe tlye tro pant that 
map they vaderitande u the woꝛocs of $ob 
that ſaith that thete is the ſhado we ot dett; 
cetteſle a ( hadowe hathe a lykenclle of the 
thyng/of whiche it is ( zadowed: right lo tay 
rcth che papnt of hell / it is lyke dethe foz the 
angupſſhe yo:ryble/ and why: fo; it peyneth 
hem cucr as though men ( hulde bye anone/ 
but cettelle they ( gall nat dye: toz aslapthe 
laynt Grego:p/to wictcyed caytites t hall be 
dethe without dethe / ano ende without ende 
and dcfaute withouc taplynge! to yer oethe 
ball alwap lyue/ + het ende (ball cucrino;e 
begynne/ and her defauetel hall ncucre rap le. 
Ano therfo:e laythe laynt Johan the Euan- 
gelyſt they l hall folo we dety/ and they (hall 
nat tynde hym and to delyʒe to dye ànd det 
(hall dlye fro them. Ano ce Job ſapthe that 
in hell is none 02d2c of rule, Ind all be it o 
that god hath created all in ty gt oꝛdꝛe an 
nothynge without 020;c/ but all chynges be 
02bepned 4 nombꝛed: pet acthelclle they Þ be 
dampned be nothing in ozd2ze/ne holde noac 
oꝛoꝛt fo: the etthe (yall beate hem no ttute. 
$02 as the p;ophcte Dauyd Cayth: god tha 


dyſttoy t trute of the etthe from hem! na 
water all ycue hem no mopſtute ne p e f 
no ce” clluynge ne the ty le no lyght. F 0; as 
layt',(apnt Bale the bennyng of the fy;e 
oft s won [hall god peu: to hem that ben 
dampned in heil: but the lyght and the cleres 
neſle ſ hall be peuen in heuen to his ch len 

ryght as che good man ycucth b:ceb to his 
chyldzen / and bones to his hounves. Indio 

(hep (hall haue none hope to clcape: and ther 

foe (peketh Job. At lalt there ſ hall goꝛtout | 
aud grul ly dee dwellen withouren ende, | 
Ho:cour is al wap did of harme that 1s to 

tot and this 0:cdet ball cucr 0 well mn te | 
hettes of hem that ben dampned and tuct⸗ | 
to:e hauc they loll al her hope fo. bi cad cs. 

Fy2(t to: god that is her iage (hall be witch 

outen metep to hem ne they maye nat pic ue f 
him ne nonc ot his halo mes nt may pa | 
thynge to: their taumome ne they baue ng 
voycetolpcke to hum ne they mays nat Lye 

fro papne. Ind therfo::e Laith Salomon ch 

wicked man dyethe and whan be 16 Dc D 4 

Ih ul haue none hope to £lcaps from parts, 

who lo wolde well vuderſtavethetle par 

ano hethynkt bym well Þ hc battic dae 

ce papncs to; his prunes cctteile be ft bulls 

baue me 2:etalentetolygh 4 wepe u 

lynge x toz to play. Fo: as (aity K 

who p had the Uyence to; to kiowe ey e 

nes tuat ben eſtabliſhed 4 0:Depricd fo; 

be wolde fozlake pane. That lcyence | n 

laynt Jullpn makcth a iman to ub 

in his hette. The tourth popice chat a 

ought to make cotricion to: 186 enn 
remembzaunce of the good F he bath Ictte to 

do here in crtye + eve the good that be bach 

lo;zne. Dothlp the good werkes ita be bath 

lefte eythet they be the good werkes chat b: 

w:0ught ere be tyil in to decdly tynnc 0: cls n 
the good werkes that he wꝛougtt wp le be 
lay in det di um. Sohle p good that bs 

byd bcfozne that de vil in decdly lynnt den 
all moꝛtytytd aNonpe* and dulled by the | 
eftc ſynnynge. The othet werkes that be 
wought wople be Laye in lynnc been vttet⸗ 
ly deco as to the ly perdurable in beucn, 
Cyan thylke good wettzes that den moꝛty- 

tytd dy eite ſynnpnge whiche good werkes | 
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he dyd whyleshe was tnrharyte(mowenes 
uet qupcken apene/ without verye teſtteynt 
and withdzawpnge the trynges of mannes 
cozage/t the meuinges in vis herte / in ſuche 
manert / as they ne i hyppt out by anget ne 
by pꝛe. Ind therof ſaythe god by the mouthe 
of Ezcchyell : that if the ryghtfull man res 
tourne agapne ttom his rigytwplenelle and 
to wyꝛche wpckednelle/ (hall he lyucn: nap/ 
fo; all Þ good werkes that he bath w:ought/ 
C bull neuet de in ccmembaaunct foz he i yall 
dye in his (pnnc . And vpon that chapytre 
(apthelaynt &te goꝛy thus that well hull vn 
derſtade pꝛintipallp / that whan we bo bdecds 
ly ſynnt / it is nought/ nepthcr foz to dꝛawe 
in to mt mo the good wet cs that we haue 
wzoughyt byfo:ne. Foz cetteilc in the wet⸗ 
kynge of decdly ſynne / chert is no ttuſte to 
gooo wcrke that we haue dont betone: that 
is to ſape as to haut therby the Lyfe pet du⸗ 
table in heuen. But (othly the good werkes 
that men doont whylcs they been in dee dip 
[yrnc / for as mpkyll as chep were doone in 
bcedip ſynnt / they inap ueuct qupcacn. 

oz cette lle thinges chat neuet had ipte map 
neut qup chen. Ind nethelelle all be it that 
the p au; le nat to haut the lpte petbut abic / 
pct auaplenthep to à bꝛioge of the papnc of 
bell oz tis to gette tempozall cycheil e oz tis 
[at god wpli rather enlumpne and lyghten 
thc Verte ot theiyntull man to haue repens 
tauncc:t And ekethey auayle to a man to do 
good weries | that the fenbe hathe the lalle 
power of his ſowic. Ind thus the curtayſe 
lozDe eau Ctyſt wyll chat no good werke 
be loſte to inlomwyat it (hall auaple. But 
toꝛ 48 moche that the good werkes that nen 
done / whyles they been in good lyft ben all 
moztifyed by ſynne folowyng: and cke ſythe 
all the good werkes that men done whyles 
they be in dcedip ſynnt ben vtterly deed asg 
to: ta hauc p ſyic pardurable: well map that 
mm pᷣ as good werke vothe! ſynge Þ frellye 
newe age. Hay tout perdu mou temps et 
mondabour- Fo; cetteſſe it bereneth a man 
goooneiſe and nature /aad tic the goobneffe 
orgrate: fuzſothe the gcate of the holy goo 
farethastyxÞ map nat be ydi c: fo) ty faps 
lch anont as it leſeth his werchyngt. Then 


leſetij the [pnfull man the goodneCe of glozp 
that one lp is behoten to good men / that la- 
bouren and wecken. Well inaye he be ſozyc 
thau that oweth all his lyſe to god / as lounge 
as he lyueth / t cnc as long as he ( hall lyue/ 
that no goodneu c yath to pay with his deite 
to god to whomt ye oweth ali his ltr. Fo; 
truite well / he l hall peue countes ( as lapths 
layntt Beraarde)ot all the goodnelle that 
haue be ycucn bpm iu this pactente lyfe/ and 
ho we he hath dupended them / nat lo moche 
that there ſ yali petyſſhe an heer of his het / 
ne a momcut of an hout that he ne (hall yeue 
thetot᷑ a tecupnge. The fyftye thynge 18 
that ought to meuc a man to cotticion/is tes 
membꝛaunce of the pallpon that oute lozbe 
Jhyeſu (uttrcd toꝛ out (pnacs. 0) / as ſapthe 
laint Betnacoc whples that J lpue / (ball 
haue temembꝛaute of the tLauapics that our 
loꝛoe Jclu Cryſte ſuſtted in pꝛechpuge his 
werpnelle in trgueplynge/ his temptacions 
whan he taſted; hes longe wakynges whan 
he pꝛaped his teares whan be wept fo; pyte 
ot good people/ the wo and the i hame/ the 
tylch / Þ men (ayden to hun / ot the foule lpyt⸗ 
tyug Þ men ſpptten u his faceiof the vuttete 
tes that men pate hym / of Þ toult mouthes 
and ot þ toule tepꝛeuts p̊ men to him ſaiden/ 
ot p naples with the whiche be was naylch 
to che ctollc. Ind of ali the t cinenaunt of his 
palſion that he (uttred fo; manes ſynne ano 
nothynge to: dis gylte. And ye [hall vnbet⸗ 
lande i tuat cuetp nancr ode of o ynauct 
is turned vp lo do unc. Foz it is lotht /p goi) 
und tcalon à (calualytc! che bobp of a mail 
ven lo 0zdepned/P cucriche of theſe four thu 
ges ſ hull haue lo2bl hyp oucr that othet / as 
tnus:god (yulbe haue loʒoſhyp ouet teaſon / 
and rcaion ouet ſenſualiit ⁊ ſenſualute ouet 
thc bodp of man. But ſotheiy in man (emetiz 
all this ozder of oꝛdynauce / is courned vp (5 
downe. And cherte it than toz as mpkp!l a 
the reaſon of man wyll nat be lubget ne vbc/? 
(aunt to god / that is lo2dc by rpglt/ therfoze 
lelcth it thelozoel hyp that it i hulde hauc (11 
(ca(ualyte! d ene ouet the body of man / an!) 
why : foz (en(ualpre revelleth than apen(t: 
rcalon, andbyÞ wap leſcth tcalon his 102d/ 
Lyyppe ouet ſenſualyte / and ouct the bod. 


Fo: tyght as ceaſon is rebell to god: ryght 
(0 is lentualite cebell to real0n/and the booy 
alſo. And ccrtelle/this ozdpnaunce and this 
tebellyon / out loꝛde Jyclu Crylt abought 
vpon his bobp well dere: ano hcrkeneth in 
whiche wylt. Foz ag mpkcll than as teaſon 
is cebeil to goo /theetoze is mau woꝛthy to 
haue ſoꝛow and to be deed. This ſuſttco our 
loꝛot Jclu foz man altet he was betraped of 
bis diicyple! aud dyſtrepned and bounde/lo 
that the blode bza(l out at cucry nayle of hig 
bandes as ſapthe (aynt Juguſtynu. Ind furs 
thermoꝛc fo; as mik pll as recon of man wyll 
nat daunte lenſualpte wh it map / therfo;e 
is man wo:thy to haue ſ hame. Ind this (ut⸗ 
tced out lozde Jeu ctyſt toz man / whan they 
(pytten iu his vylagc. And ferther ouet than 
fo: as moche as the captyte body of man 1s 
tebell bothe to cealon and to{cniualite/thers 
to:c1t1s woꝛthy the dethe. Jud this (uffkreb 
out loꝛde Jeſu Ctyſt toz man vpon p ctoſle, 
where as there was no parte of his body fte 
without gret payne and byttet pallion: ano 
all this luuted eiu Crull/ that ncuer foꝛfep 
ted. To moche ain I payned ko; tho thinges 
that J i.cucr delcrued/and compkyil detous 
lcd fo2 frend(hyppe/ that man is wo:thp to 
haue. Ino thcrio:e map the (yntull man well 
ſaye/ as (apnt Scrnaroelaythc: Icurſed be 
the byttetnelle: foꝛ certelle attet dyucrs dil⸗ 
co:Dauccs of our wickednelle/ was the pats 
(yon of Jeſu Cryſte/ pozdepned in dpuetle 
thynges as thus, Certelle lyafull manncs 
ſoulc betrayed the dyuell by couetyſe of teins 
po; all pzoſpcrpte comes by diiceyt whan 
he cheſcth flclTyly delptes aud 18 tozmented 
by impactence of aducripte and belpyt by ſet 
uage in ſubieciton of (yn.ic and at laſt he is 
Lapne fynally. Fo: this diſco:daunce ofſyn⸗ 
full man was Jclu Ct iſt tit ſt betrayed/aad 
after that was he boude that cainc to2 to vn⸗ 
bynde vs of ſynne x of the payne. Than was 
he beſcourged/that only ſuulde be honoured 
in al thynges and of all thinges. Than was 
bis vylage be ſpyt that ougyt to be deſp2ed 
to2 to be (enc of all mankynde in whiche vps 
ſage aùgels deſy:en toloke/and thetin was 
vilayn(ly beſpit. Than was he (co:ned that 


nothyng had gyltc: and fpaaily than was bg 
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crucifpe av [layne. Than Were complyſ⸗ 
(hed tt wo:Des of Jlape/ that (aich: He was 
wou cd fo; our intLDEDEB/ and de foule d fo: 
our ,plonpes. Rowe lpthe that Jiu Cryit 
tot on hyme lte the papne of all out wick 
nelle mikyll ought (yrfull man to wipe and 
to bewaile/that toz hig(pnnes goddes (anne 
of heuen ( hulbe all this payne cudute. 
The. ci.thynges that ought to meue a man 
to cott icion is the yope of the thynges that 
is tolap/fo:gyueneilc of iprine + the pefte of 
grace well to to do and F io of Heuen with 
the whiche god (hall guctdon man fo; ys 
good vedes. Ind foz as noche as g$clu cry ft 
ycucth vs the yeftes of t11s qrace 40 of 1:5 
loucrapne boute therfozc is Ye cleped +115 
MH az4ccnus Ber Jubeo;um. {clus ts to: ; 
(ay/{aupour 0; (auacion on whom no | 1 
hopen to hauc fo:ypeueriiic ot fprines =) 
che that is 1:0perlp (4uacion of (princes. 45 
therfozel e the aungell to Jolcpy r 
( halte cle. s name jcfus/ that gill tas: 
his pcopic of bet lynnes. Ind ber ol tay! 
lapnt Petet thcte is none other nam 
beuen that is peucn to any man 7 4 
man map belaued but onlp Ieaus, 12 111 
nus is as moche to ſay as fo; lor * 
whiche a mani yall hope tate 
bim cemillſyon of tynnes (ball alto yh * 
grace well fo: to do: fo; inthe o i= 20-6 
otfrute intymccompng and eme 
of lynne hopc of grace wc ll to do. * As al 
Dot of thyn hettetapd 4ctus aro coped tn! 
to ente / be that opencth to me 2a bas 
ytuene Ic ot ſynnes { wyll en: LE 611 to gy a 
by my grace. aid toupe With Up br d 2000 
werkes that he hall vo whichc v. 6rhcs den 
the fode of god and betballtonpe with im: 
dy the Freac toy char (ball be perueNn to npimn. 
Thus! hall man hope that fo: bis werkes of 
tnaunce godſ hall yeuc bym his teignt 4s 
bchoteth bym in the golpeil. Kowel ball 
man vndccitande / in what mance 1 yall be 
his contticion: I tayt ic hall be vnyucr: all 
and totall that is tolaye a mant ball be ves 
rye cepentauntc fo; all bis tynncs / that be 
bath doone in delytc of bis choughs to; de- 
Jytt is peryious : foz there be (wo inancrs 
of comtatynges. Chat ons ot bem is cleped 
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tonſentyngt of affection/whan a man is mes 
ued to do (ynne apenſt thelawe of god: ail 
though his ceaſon conſent nat to do lynne in 
dede: pet (apneſome doctours and men / that 
ſuche delpte that dwelleth longe is full peti⸗ 
lous / all be it neuet ſo lyte. Ind allo a man 
l dulde ſoꝛowe namely fo all Þ tuet he hath 
deſpzed apenſt the lawe of god / with pettyte 
conſentyng to the dedc. Wherfoze lay / that 
manp men repent hem neucr ofluch though ⸗ 


tes and delytes / and neuet ſ huue gem ot it / 


but onely of the dede of greate ſynnes outs 
warde. Wherfo:e I (ap/ that ſuche wycked 
delytes and wicked thoughtes/ been(ubtyll 
bcgylars/of hem that ( hall be bampned. 
Moꝛe ouet / man ought to ſoꝛo w fo2 his wic 
kcd woꝛdes and foz his wpcked dedes. Foz 
ccrtellc/repentaunce of a(inguler(ynne and 
nat teptntynge of all his other (pnnes:;03 eis 
repentynge hyin of all his other (panes/and 
nat of àſyngulet ſynne / map nat aueple: fo 
cetteſſe god ampghty is all good / and thers 
to:c he tozpeucth all / oz eis ryght nought. 
And thertoꝛt lapth lapnt Auſtyn / wote cet 
taynly/ that god is enempe to euetp ſynnet. 
4:10 howe than/ he that obſetueth one (pnne 
[tall he haut fozyeuenclle of the remenaunt 
of his othet (ynines/ nape : and fertheroucr 
conttictonſchulde be wonder (020 wfull and 
angupliiyous; and thertoze yeueth hym god 
playncly his mercy. Ind therfoze whan imp 
loule was angupſſhous within me / J had re 
nicmbzaunce of god that mp pzaper myghe 
conu to hym. furthcrouer/contricpon muſt 
be contynueil and that men haue ſtedfalſte 
purpoſe to l hꝛiue hem and fo: to amede hem 
at het lyte. Joꝛ ſothely whple contticion las 
ſtet / man mape haue hope of fozpeueneſſe: 
and of this cometh hatt of (yn! that diſtrops 
eth ſynne / bothe in hym (elfe and eke in other 
tolke at his power. Fo: whiche Daupd ſaitiz 
ye that louen god / hate wickedneſſe: fo; ttu⸗ 
ſteth well to loue god is fo2 to loue that he lo 
uett / and hate that he hateth. The laũ thyng 
that a man ſhall vndetſtande in contticion 
rsthis, auapleth contricton. I (ape 
lomtyme P contriczsn delyuereth a mau tro 
trune. Ot whiche Dauyd ſaytꝭ / Jlap quod 
Daus / I purpoſe ftemiy to i haius me / and 


tyou lozde haſt rcleaced mp ſynne / and tight 
lo as contricion auapleth nat without (adde 
purpoſe of ſ hzifte and (atyſfaction: right ſo 
coteſſion ne ſatiſſaction auaple nat without 
contticion. Foz moche contricion diſtropeth 
the pꝛilon of hell / and maketh weake and fe⸗ 
ble the itrength ol the duell / and reſtozcth 
the peſte of the holy gooſt and of all vertues 
and intetclenſeth the ſoule of (pnne/ and des 
lviy,rcth the ſoule fro the payne of hell / and 
ker p companp of the dyuell and fro leruage 
of lynne / and reſtozeth to all goodes ſpyꝛitu 
all in to the companp and cõmunpon of holy 
churche:x fetth t duet it maketh him Þ was 
whpiom (on of ixe to be the ſonne of grace. 
And all theſe thing] he putteth to holy wit: 
and therfoze he that wyll ſette his entent to 
theſe thinges / he were full wyle. Foꝛ than he 
ſhuld nat in al his ly haue coꝛage to ſynne: 
but than his body and all his herte he ſhulde 
confpzme to the ſetuyct of Jeſu Ctyſt. Ind 
theretoze do hym homage / fo2 cetteſle oure 
ſwete loꝛde Felu Criſt hath (pared vs ſo be⸗ 
nyngly in out folyeg / that if he ne had pytie 
on mannes loulc / a ſoꝛp (onge myght we all 
enge. r e 
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C explicit pꝛima pars peniten⸗ 
cte/ et incipit ſecun⸗ 
Da Pars. 


He ſeconde parte ot penptence is con 

fellion / and that is ligne of conttici⸗ 
on. Row ſ hall ye vnderſtanbe what is con⸗ 
fellton/ and whether it ought nedes to be 0: 
none and whiche thynges ben couenable to 
verp cofellion. Fitſt halt thou vndet ſtande 
that confeſſion is very ( hewyng of ſynne to 
the pꝛeeſt / this is to (ap very: fo: he mult con 
kelle hym of all the condictons that be lou⸗ 
gynge to hig(pnne/as fetfoꝛthe as he canne / 
all muſte be (apde/ and nothynge exculſed ne 
hyd ut fo wꝛapped / and nat auaunte hym of 
bis good werkes. Ind ferthcrmoze/it is ne? 
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9 
ceTarpeto vnderſt ande / whence that ſynues 
pingen. and howe thep ent t en. Ind ere 


bca (p;tugynge of ſynnes / as (aythe (apnte 


oule in this wyſe: that cyght as by a man 
uue eatred ficſt into this wo:ld/x tough 
that ſynne dyed: cyght ſo dethe entte d in to 
all men chat (ynaeden, Ind this man was 
Adam by whom that ſpyuns entred in to this 
woꝛlde / whan he bzake the comaundemente 
of god. And thertoze / he that tpꝛſte was ſo 
mygbhty that he i bulde neuet haue deyed / be 
came ſuche one that he muſt nedes dye vhe⸗ 
ther he wolde oz no and all his p;zogenye 
that is in this woꝛloc / tu m Þmanevipanc 
depen. Loke that in the ſtate of Innocence / 
whan Adam and Cue were naked in ÞParas 
dyle / and no l haue had of het nakedneile / 
ho ue that the (crpcnt that was moſt wplp of 
all other beeſt:s/that god had made/(apd to 
the woman.Comaudeod god to you/yel hul- 
de nat cate of cucry tre in paradyle- The wo 
mau anſ werde / of the frute (apde ( he of the 
trees in ÞÞaradple/ we feden vs: but lothly of 
the frute of the tre ᷣ is inthe mpdle of Para 
dpte/ god foꝛbad vs toz to eatenine to touche 
it/lc(t petauenture we l hall dye. The Sct⸗ 
pente lad to the woman: nap! nap pe (hall 
nat dye of dethe: foꝛſothe god wote / Þ what 
day p pe taten therof! pour eycn (hall open 
and ye (hall be as godbes! knowpnge good 
and harme. The woman lawe that che tree 
was good to fcdpnge/ à tapꝛe to the eye / and 
bplectable to the (pat: c he toke of the frute 
of the tree and ete of it / and pate of it to het 
hul bande / and he cte, Ind anone the cpen of 
hem bothe opened: 4 whan they knew that 
thep were naked / thep lo wed of atygge tree 
leaues in manet of bꝛeches to hyden het me⸗ 
bꝛeg. Here map pe le that deedly ſynne hath 
kyʒſt lubieſt ion of the fende: as (heweth here 
by the adder and aftet warde Þ declyte of the 
deCoc/as (hcweth here by Eue:and after by 
conſentyng of cea(on/as(hewetl by Adam. 
Foz truſte well though (o were the fende 
ed one / that is tolaycithe tleſlue: and 

che tleſſh had delyte in the beaute of the trute 
dafenped: pet certeſle tyll that tealon that is 
to ſape Adam conlented to the tatyng ofthe 
frute;he ſtode hygh in the late of innotenc e. 


Of te Dam toke we that ſunne of 0197s 
nat! oꝛot hym tleiſueiy dyſcended ben we 
au andengend:ro of vple and co:cupꝑt mats 
tr and wyan the Loule is put in out body 
rygyt anoae is contractc oꝛigynaii ſynmc. 
And that was only payne of concupeſccace 
whiche is after wacveboth papne and (ine, 
And tbettoze be we al bone ſonnts of wiach 
and of dampnacyorn peroureble/ if ne were 
baptyſme that we tecer uc whiche benymeti) 
vs the culpe. But fonlothe che paynes dr 
with vs as the temptacron whicthe payne 
UPgYt concupylcente. Ind this concup; 
(ccnce whan it is wzongfully du poſcd o: 
depned in man it mazcth bhym coucryre e 
uetyle ot thetTye and fle bel ſonne been 
of his ceyen/aSto erthcly thon geg. Ane 
couetyſt ot hyghneile by price of hette. 

(.. Nowe/ as to; tolpcke of the AY 

tplc/ that is concuppl cence! utet the |: 

out membzes that were laufully mas? 
bycyghtfull iugemente of god. T (35 t: 
noche / as à man is nat oberplauntic :: 

that is his lo: dc: therto:e ts bis her 
dplobeplaunte though concup ee 
is impollpble but he be tempted (019% 

and noytd in his fleuuc to lonn e. 

thyuge may nat faplc'aslonac as lc! 

At map well ware tcble and farle (bo 

of baptytuc! andby the grace ot 

coughe peaptence . Sur fully tha! 

quenche/ that he net ball omen 

in hymn (cle: but it bc were alle 
lpckcnede/ 0: by malyce of loc ©: 1 
Dzinkes. oz: what lapthe lan dane 
tlellhe codepteth aycnit the lp att 31 
lopzite aytuſt the tletloe then ben get. 
Lye and (0 ſtryuen that mamntan engt do 3 
wayt as he wolde. Thclynclavit io! 
alter his greate petiauiice 1 watce 310 11 
lande by night 3 by dan by accat naten 
in gt eat papic in lande c4atcal tains 45 
chiyſt in colde/x ones (1 0100 att ott co 0th, 
pet laid he/alas I carey temu wheel bull oc 
lpucr me tro the put on of einm cantete body, 
Indlaiat Jerotue laid when be Lounge £141; 
had dwclled in deicrt het as be 145 80 c0- 
pany but beefteg where a8 be had mo meoate 
but hetbes t water £0 his 024nke ne no bed 


but the naked tte: Foz whiche his Cellye 
— — 
—— —— ne—g 
J wore wen i 'kefiy that they de dyſceyued / 
that Cap thats 


— 
(p:1ngyng. at well map aucd 8s 
the lade: Ty came deth p the cyozle taketh 
the lozde tab/.th. wherfoze I reave do right 
lo by d che as thou woldelt chy lozde dyde 
with the/s/ were in his pi .Enery ſyn⸗ 
full man as cho to ſpnae: I reade Þ cetteiſe 
thou le e that thou te wle the in; ſuche wplſe/ 
the: che chats rather loue 8ᷣ chan hate the. 
J wote well chere is degte aboue degte as 
teaſon is and [ kplil is Þ men bs het deuopʒe 
thete as it is de we. But tetteiſe exto;cions 
and deſpptes of pour vnderipnges 19 — 
nable. Ind turchermoze vnde til ande well / 
that con qurtours o; tyrguntes maken well 
oftc thꝛalles ot hem that ben bozne of as toy 
all blodt as thep that hem conquerzn. This 
namic ofth:albame was ncuct uno wen celt/ 
tyll chat Not ſaio his ſonnt Canaan [huld 
be thꝛall to his bꝛethetne foz his (une. What 
ſay we than ot hem that ppil and do t xtoꝛci⸗ 
ons to holy chyꝛche. Certeile te werde that 


men pcuen firlk to a knight whan he is newe 


bubbed / (pgnifyecy that he l hulde defende 
holy chyꝛche and nat robbe hem. And who 
lo dothe is a ttaptout to ccyſt as ſapth (aint 


Auſtyn. Tho ben the dpuciles wolues that 


ſttangelyn the ſhepe of Jeſu Ctiſt / and done 
wo:le than wolues. Fo:loth whan the wollt 
bath futl his womde he ſtynteth to ſttangle 
{ hepe: dut ſotheiy the ppllours anD diſtt op ⸗ 
crs of goodes of holy chyꝛche do nat ſo. Foz 
they ſtynte neuct to pyll. Rowe haue J (aid 
((pn ſo is) chat (pane was firſt cauſe of thꝛal⸗ 


dome and lubiection. But certeilt / ſythe the- - 


tyme of grace tame god ozdepned that (ome 
folke ſhuldc be made moꝛe in hye eſtate and 
bygh degre / and (ome folke moze lowe: and 
chat cueryche ( hulde be (crued in his altate/ 
and his degree. Ind therfoze in ſoine coun⸗ 
treps / there as they ben thzalles/ whan they 
haue turned hen to the fapth/ they maker her 
thzaltes fre / out of thzaldom . And therfoze 
certelſe the lozde oweth to his man / that the 
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man oweth to p let. The pope clepeth him 
(cife ſeruaunt of Þ(rrugutes of god. But to 
as moche / as the (tace of holy churcye mpght 
nat be kept in eeſtene in peace in erthe but it 
god had ozdepned that (ome inen aue byer 
degte / and (ome men tower. Therfoze was 
ſoucrapgnee oꝛdeyned / to kepe x mant ane 
and defende der m etlynges / 02 het ſubie⸗ 
ctes in tea er / as ferfoxthe as it lytth in her 
powet / and nat to diſtrop hem ne contoude. 
wherfoze I (ape / thylke loꝛdes ben wolues 
that deuoucen the poeſſyons / v3 che catell 
of other folks w p/ without metcp 03 
meſute : Thep (hull be teltued by the (ame 
meſute / p they haue melſured to pooze foltsc/ 
fo; the mercy of Jeſu Cryſt/ but they it a⸗ 
mendc. ([ Nowe (hull pr bnderſtande in 
what manet lynat wexeth and encrealcth in 
man. Che fp;lte thynge is that nozillſhynge 
of ſynne / of whiche 4 (pake betoze | that is 
concupyſcenec: and after that cometh ſubie⸗ 
ſtyon of the dvucll / that is to lapt / the dpuei⸗ 
les belowe / wich whiche he blo weth in man 
the fp2e of tõcupyſcect. Ind after that a man 
beehpnkety hy / whether he Wpil do oz no / 


that thynge / to whiche he is tempted: Ind 


than it that a man withſtabc and weyue the 
kyꝛſt rpſpnge of dis dell he and of the fende / 
thanne it is no (pine. Ind if ſo be he do nat / 
than fcicth de anones flame of velpte / and 


. than it is geod to de ware and to kepe hym 


well! oz tis he wpll fall one in to conſen⸗ 
tonge of ſynnc / and than wyll de do it / it he 
map haut ryme and (pate. Ind of this macs 
tet laythe Moyſes / by the dyuell in this may 
net: The fende ſapthe / I wyll chace aud pur 
lewe the man dy wycked fudieſtyon / and J 
wyll hunte hymn by meuynge 02 ſterynge of 
lynne: and J wyll depatte mp pꝛyſe oꝛ my 
p:ay by deipberacion / and mp luſte (hall be 
accomplyſſhed in delpte. J wpll dzawe my 
werde in conſentyng. Foz cettelle / right as 
a werde departeth one in two peces / ryght 
lo conſentynge / de patteth god ſcome man. 
And than wpil F il ce him with my hande / in 
dethe of lynne. Cuus lapthe the fende. Fo; 
certeſſe/than is a man all dred in ſoule. Ino 
thus is (ynne compliſſhed by temytat ion / by 
delpte / aud bp conſcntyng. #:1d than ſynne i 
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cleped a meruayle. oz ſoth lyn is in two may 
ners / epther it is venpall oz dee diy ſynne. 
Sothclp / whan a man foucth any creature 
moze than Jeſu C hꝛiſt ourcreatour/then it is 
deedty ſynnt. Ind bentall ſynue / iſ a man louc 
Jeſu chaiſt leſſe than hum ought. foꝛſoti the 
debe of this ventall ſynne is full peryjous/foz 
it amenuſeth the loue that men ſhuldẽ haue to 
god moze and moze/xtherfoze pfa man chars 
ge moze hym (cife ' with manp (uche venpall 
innes:certes/but (fſo be that he diſcharge of 
hem by ſhayft/they map well l1ght)y amenuſe 
in dym all the louc that he hath co Jeſu chꝛiſt. 
And in this wyſe ſkyppeth venta ſinne into 
Ddetdip ſynne. Fo; certes / the moꝛe that a man 
chargeth his ſoule with ventall ſynne / h moze 
is he incſyned to dee diy ſpune. Ind thetkfoze 
let vs nat be neglygent / in diſthatgynge vs of 
venpalllyunte. Foꝛ the p:oucrbe ſayth ma⸗ 
ny (mall maketh a great: and hatken this ens 
ſample a qt tat waue of the ſce cometh(oms 
tyme with ſo great a vyolenct / yt it dꝛenchetij 
the ſhyppe. Ind theſame hatme do lomtyme 
the (mall dꝛopes of watet / that entre thwugh a 
Iytellcreuys in the thutto / and in tue bote m 
ol the ſuyp / if men be ſo neglygence that they 
diſcharge hem nat be tpme . And therfoze all 
though there be difference bet wene theſe two 
caules ot d2enchinge/pet aigate the ſhyppe is 
dꝛeynt. Ryghtſofareth it lomtyme of deed ly 
ſynne and of anopous bemall ſynnes / whan 
they multyplye in man (o greatly / that the 
wo ꝛlt ly thinges that he toueth/thzugh which 
he ſynneth ventally / is as great in his bert/as 
the loue of god 02 moze. Ind therfoze the loue 
of eucrp thynge that is nat beſet ne don pꝛyn 
cipally foꝛ goddes(ake / all chough a man lo⸗ 
ucth laſſe than god / pet is it ventall ſynne. 
And deedip ſynne is whan the loue of any 
thinge weyeth in the bert of man/as moche as 
the loue of god 02 moꝛe. Deediy ſyn / as ſaytij 
laynt Juſtyn is whan a man turneth his dett 
tom god / whiche v is vercp (oucrayn boute/ 
that may nat be chaunged / x peueth his bett 
to a thinge that may chaunge and flytte. Ind 
textes / that is tut ty thingeſaue god of heuen. 
Foꝛſoth / if that a man yt ut his loue wi iche he 
o weth to god With all big / hett vnto a creas 
ture: certes (0 mocbe of loue as he prueth to 
luche a cteatute ſo moch beteueth he ftu god. 


And ti ctoze doth he ſyn. Fo: be that ts det⸗ 
four ' ; godine peſbeth nat all bis dette to god 
that g to ſay / all the loue of his bett. N ow int h 
ar in vndetſtandetu generaſly/ whiche is vc 
nialllynne. Than it is couenabie to tehſpe⸗ 
ctally of ſynnes / which that many a man para 
uenture demeth hem nat ſynnes / 4{bzyuert 
bem nat ot the ſamt ſynnes. Ind per nertcles 
they be (pnnes. Ind ſothy as clerkcs wipreny 
thistsioſap!/Þ euety tyme that a man ctetia 
Dzynkith moze thanſuffiſeth to (uſtin a1: ce st 
bis body cettaynt he doth (yfic ESU e 
harkencth nat the cöp lernt of the pochen. 
Eke whanbeſpeteth more rhe inert 17 1s 
(pne.Eke whahe ts inbelth of bod 12 

faſt whan other men faſt wicheur calls fr, 
nable. Eke whan he lcoctu mote than nts 

0: han he comet! by char encyeſ or rt 11e) 
tchutche oz to other werkes of chairrre 

whan he vſeth bis wyfe with oticen er 
ucraineofengfowwre tothonour of 100 ©: 
tbentent to yelde his wyfe the Dortte of ©: 

dy eke whan he wy] nar vr{ct tobe 
pr{oners whan he may/cke if he fours rt) 
chyide/02 any other wottoip thrnge 16 26 
reſonrequireth/ eke if he flacece eb 
moꝛe than him ought fo: any neceTire © 

be amenule / 02 withd:a we the a 
pooe ee if he apparaple hes nme n 
ftouſly than nede 18/0: cate it to attet e 
cozouſne lecke tt he talke banttes gn 
che oz atgobbesicrupce 0:tharhe be 474 ko? 
of yoſe wo2des | of foly 02 of vefonre.. £ 
(ba!l prue acountts of it/ at the Day of d 
Ede wyan he brhoterh oz afſurcect (© do 

ges that he may nat prrtourme cen 
Iyghcneſſe of folp myſſepthe of (com ett ! 


neyghbour. Ede whan he bat gnv wr ckcD 


luſpecion of thing/there be wooce of 1t 119 (57h 
faſtneſſe. © belc thinges ant mo wethout cr) 
nombre beſynanes / as (avth (ayne Juden. 
Aoweſhalſ pe vndetſt inde that all beit o of 
none tttiiy man may cſche e al dee / 
nes, yet may he refrapne by m dy the b: 61s 
nrngt loue yt he bath to out ſoꝛde Telu ch:lt; 
And by pzayers and confeffion'4 ochet good 
werkes ſo that it hall but !yccl! gteut. Fo: as 
laytd laynt Juſtyn it a man ſoue god in ſu⸗ 
che maner / thar aſſ that cuet be doth ie in the 
touc of god / 0; foz the lout god lat ho we my 
U.t. ; 
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dull that adzope of water that fallcth in a fury 
ups full of fp:e annopeth oz gttueti / ſo my⸗ 
kyl| anopetd 8 veuiall ſynne vnto a man that 
is parfight in the loue of Jeſu C hꝛiſt. Men 
may alſs refreyne deniall ſynne / by che receys 
uynge of Þ pzectous body of Yeſu chzilt)by re 
rde of holy water/bp almes dede by 
confeſſion of confiteo2 at maſſe ⁊ at 
pꝛyme a cempiyne. And dy bleſſynge of byſ⸗ 
lhoppes 3 of pzeeſtes 2 by other good werk!, 


¶ De ſeptem peccatts moztatibus! 
Incipui deſuperbta- 


Ow it is behouely thyng to tellyn wht 

che ben derdly ſyns that is to ſay cay # 
tyfe of ſpnncs. A chep tenne in to colis but in 
dyuets mance. Now be thep cleped caytifes 
fo:z£3meche as they be chrfe/ 3 ſpꝛyngyng of 
al! other ſynnes. Ot the rote of theſe. dit.(yns 
is pꝛyde the genetall tote of all harmes/foz of 
this tote ſpꝛingen certapne dꝛauches as Fre! 
Enuyt atcedy o: ſlouthe auartce 02 couetpſe 
tocomen vnderſtandyng / Glotony Leche⸗ 
ty. Indeucryche ot theſt ſinnes bath his bead 
ches and his twpgaes/as ſball be declared in 
het chapriers-folowpnge/ though ſo be that 
man tnowery nat bitterly the nombgze of the 
t wyggetz 4 of the harmes p* comen of pxyyde? 
yct wyll Jſhewwe a pattye of hem / as pe ſhail 
v ;berſtande, T hete is modedpeneeſj auaun⸗ 
t-1g/pporrpſpe/diſpyte/arrogancy) impꝛu⸗ 
dence (wellpnge of hett / Inſolence Eiocion / 
pcrttinacy beynglozp. Ind manp other t wyg 
qgcs iyat can nat declate: Inobedpent is he 
that di obepeth foz deſpite to the commaunde 
ment ot god to his ſouetayns ⁊ to his goſt⸗ 
[y father. Fuguntour is he that auaũtceth him 
of the harme oꝛ of the bounte p* he hath done. 
pocrtſy is he Þ htdcth toſhewe him (uch as 
e is / Ind ſhe weth hem to the people to leme 
ſuche as he is nat Oiſpy tous is he Þ hath vi 
dayn ot his netghbour/p is to lay of his tuen 
chꝛiſten / hath deſppte to do pᷣ bim ought to 
do. is he that think eth þ de haty y⸗ 
botite in hem that he hath nat oz weneth chat 
de chuld haue it by his deſert! 02 els chat he de 


bis payde hath no ſhame foꝛ his (yſie. 
| of hert (is whan a man retoyleth 


* 


oneth that he be Þ be is nat. Impꝛudent is de 


dim ofharme that he bath don. Inſolent is he 
v diſpiſeth in his iugement / all other folke 8g 
to d tegard ot his vale we # of his connynge / 
of his and ot his derpng. Elate is he 
wha he map nepther(uffre to haue maiſtet n: 
kelowe / Impacitt is he p* will nat be taught / 
ne vndernome of his vpces x by ſtrife wars 
teth apenſt trouth wittyngſp/4 defendeth hig 
folp, Contumar is he / that though his ind. 
nacion is apenſt euery auctozite 02 power o 
bein ß ben his louerapns.Pꝛeſũpcion is whil 
a man taketh an empꝛiſe pt him ought nat to 
do / oz cls he map it nat do / Ind pt is called ſut 
qutd2p. Itteuetence is whan a man doth nat 
honour there as hym ought to do / + waytety 
toberegerenced. Pcrtinacy is whan a man 
vefendeth his foly ⁊ truſteth to mykyll to his 
o wne witte. Uepn glozy is fo: to haue pompe 
4 delyte in tempozallhtghnellc / and glozikpe 
him in wozldly eſtates, Jangeling ts whan a 
ma ſpckerh tomykyllcofozn foltze z clappeti) 
as amille d taketh no kepe what hc (atth. In 
there is ytt a pꝛyue ſpyce of p2ide - pt waptet!y 
firſt to be ſale wed 02 he ſale we / all be he leſſe 
woꝛthy than 5 other is patauentute / v cke he 
wapteth to ſyt oꝛto go aboue him in the wey 
o: kyſſe par oꝛ be ſenſed / oꝛ go tooffring be⸗ 
koꝛe his ntigbout 2 ſuch a pꝛoude delite to be 
magnificd and honouted befo:n the peoples 
No we ben there two maners of pꝛide / Pone 


of them ts within the hett of a man / Ind that 


other is without. Pf which foꝛſaid thinges : 
mo than I haue ſato apꝑteynen to the pꝛide 
pt is within the hett of man. And there be alſ9 
other ſpices of pꝛide / be withouten. But nes 
theles one of theſe ſpites of pꝛide is ſigne of Þ 
other / Right as the gay leffell of tauernes ts 
ſigne ofthe wyn that is in the ſellet / a th is 15 
in manp thinges / as in ſpethe in countenaũce 
in outtagtouſneſſe of at ap of clothing Chꝛiſt 
wolde nat ſo ſone haue noted i ſpoken of the 
clothyng of that ryche man in the goſpell / but 
il it had be liune. Fo: as ſaith aint Gcegoꝛp / 
pꝛetious clothinge is culpable/ foz the derthe 
of it ⁊ foꝛ his ſttaungeneſle / foꝛ his diſguyſin 
ges/ x fo: theſuperflupte / 02 foꝛ d tno2dinate 

cantneſſe. Is to the fyꝛſt ſynne that is in ſup 
fluyte of tlothingt / which Þmaketh it ſo dere 
to harme of the people that only the colt of the 
enbzowdpnge/The diſgpſynge endentpngt / 


oꝛ batryng / oundyng / palyng and ſemblable 
wyſe of clothing in vantte. There is alſo coſt 
lyt futtyng in gownes / and allo mykyſl pou 
(yng of cheſell to make holes / o mykell dag⸗ 
gyng ot ſhetes with the ſuperflupte in length 
of the fo aid gownes traylyng in the dunge / 
# in the mp2e on hozs d eke on fote / as well of 
man as of woman / that all yt tteylynge is be 
relp as in effect waſtyd conſume d thʒidbate 
toten with dung tathet than it is qyuen to 
the pooꝛt/to grtat domage of the foʒſaid poꝛe 
folke/ a that in ſondꝛy wple/ this is toſapn d 
moꝛe that cloth is waſted/Þ moze mult it coſt 
foz2 Þ(carſcnes. And furtherouer it they wol 
yeue ſuch pounſid and dag gtd clothes to the 
pooꝛe folke / it is nat coucnitetto weate foꝛ het 
eſtate ne ſufficit to het neceſſite. On pt other 
ſyde foꝛ to ſpeke of the diloꝛdinate ſcantnes of 
clothing as ben theſe cutted ſl oppis 02 danſe⸗ 
lpnes that thꝛough het (hoztnes couet nat the 
ſhamctull mèbꝛes of a man to wicked entent. 
Jlas/lom of hem ſhe wen in Þ (hap + the boog 
of the hozryble ſwollyn mebꝛes yt emen lyke 
to the maladp of Hyꝛma in the wꝛappyng of 
her holyn /a eke the buttokeg of hem behynde 
pt faten as it wete the hynderpꝑt / as a ſhe ape 
in the full of the mone. Ind moe ouet / d wꝛet 
thed ( welling membꝛeg that they ſhewe in Dil 
ayſyng in depattyng of het hoſyn whyte and 
reed ſemeth pt halte the pꝛeup mebꝛes weten 
fleyn. Ind ſo by that they depten het hoſen in 
other colouts as ig whyt x blacke / 02 whyt a 
ble we / oꝛ blacke a tecd and lo foꝛth. Than ſe 
meth it as by vatiaunce of colour yt halfe the 
part of his p:cup membꝛes ben coꝛtupt by the 
fy:e ot laynt Intony oꝛ by canker oꝛ by other 
ſuch miſchauces.yct of the hynder part of het 
buttokes it is well hozrpble foz to ſe: Foz cet⸗ 
tet :in yt patty of het body thete as they put⸗ 
gen het (tpnkingo2dure that foule pty ſhewe 
the pꝛoudly to d pcople in dyſpite of honeite 
whiche honeſte that Feſu chꝛiſt + his frendes 
oblerued toſhewe this life. Qow as to out 
ragious araye of woman god wote though 
the veſage of hem ſeme full chaſt + debonay?2, 
pet note ſyn they in theit araye ot a tyꝛe lyco/ 
rouſnes 2 pꝛyde. I ſap nat that honcite in do- 
thyng of man + woman ts vncouenable. But 
cette s the ſupfluyte 02 diſoꝛdynate (carcite of 
clothyng ts cepꝛouabſt. Io the ſon of ones 
ment / oz in aparte as iu tbunges p apetteyne 
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to tydi ,/ as in mam deſpcat hoſes that be 
holde: (03 delite/by cauſe thep be (o fap:e/fat 
à coſ ewe. And ao man a bictous knaue 
ma itepned byc auſt of hem x in tutious hat 
nes as in ſadles ctopets pcytreis/ A bꝛydels 
couerd W pꝛetious cloth a tiche battes pla; 
tes of golde +({plucr. F oꝛ which god (apth by 
zacatic the pphete Þ will confouve ? tyderg 
on ſuch hoꝛſes. T hei c foſke rake ſyttii regard 
ok tiding of goddes lon x hits gatncte wha he 
robe vpon an alle 4 hadnone other datutte 
but the clothes of his pooꝛc Dulctples, Gc we 
te de nat that he rode cucr on any other be T 
lpetzt thus ᷣ ot lupetſluite nat lo: the ont 
whan teſon it tequitech. Ind etthccouet ce: 
teg pꝛyde is gtcatiy not it ed in be denge of 
great mepne whan they be of Iptcl p: t, an 
namely whan che meyne is feclonous daa 
geous to the people / by yarbines of het 
(bppi0; by wep af offpce. Fo; cries [uh (- 


des ſellen her loꝛdeſ hops to the duplo belt. 


wha they ſuſteyne the wpckednes of ber mt 
ne oꝛ cls wha theſe folke of low degrs a 
that holden hoſtelries ſuſt tine thift by 141 
hoftelers/4 that is in many mand © 4 
tes ſuch mancr of folke ben p* {its vt flow? 
the honp. Oꝛ els the houdes r folo mers rt 
repn/ whech fo\aid foſke ſttglen 9 itt al! 
bet loꝛdihyp. F o2 which thus [a7ih Dao! 
wickednes note come on! the lors Þ 
god gyue that they mo we dicende do: 
belt. oz in her how(ſes ig 110 uite 3012 mr 
nes nat god of heucu. Ind ccrtes i thou Þ - 
no mendement'right as god pat his 51007711 
to Laban bycauſc ot Jacob t ẽỹνee 
the ſetuice of Joſeph tiadt fo wyll god cut 
hig malyſon to ſuch loꝛdes pffultopos the ur 
ke dncs of het lcruautes But the comm pms 
de of the table apper ett} cki full oft. Fo: cct tig 
riche men bc cleped ta fceſtes 4 poore folke be 
putawep4 revuked. Ind thersigceefle of 
DIUCTS meates F Dir nkes and namcly of cu- 
tyous maner af bakemetcs and of (emblad's 
waſt ſo that it is abuſion ta: to chend e. Ind 
tkt in great pi ciouſncs of veſſcil 4 curtoſite 
of munyſtraicy d the which a man is ſtvyte d 
mo2e to the deltteg ot Lurucye yffv be that be 
let his hett the Ilſe vpon out lo:d Jeſyu tuiiſi 
cetttyn it is aſyn. Ind certos the detycatt me 
tes v the delyte might de ſu grrat in the caſe vᷣ 


meu might d ightiper tall by hem in to Deeds 
TI. it. 


— [ 


ve” — — 
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lpſyn, The ſpices that ſurden ot᷑ pꝛyde / ſotbiy 
is whan they ſurden ol malite ꝓpmagined and 
aupſed 8 fozne caſt/oz els of vage / ben det iy 
ſyns it is no dout. Ind whan they ſutden by 
Treeke vnaniſed ſodely / a (odenly withdD:awe 
agapn:all be they grtuous ſyns / I geile d ſup 
poſe they be nat detdly. Now might meu are 
wherof pt pʒyde (urveth #(pzyngeth . Ind J 
ſap that ſomtyme it (p2igeth of goodes of nas 
ture / (omtyme of the goodes of foꝛtune / and 
ſomtyme of the goodes of grace. Certes the 
goodes of nature ſtanden in the goodes of bo 
dp oꝛ of ſoule. Certes the goodes of the bodp 
ben hele of body / tegti delyuetnes / beaute / 
i fraũchiſes. T de goodes ofnature of 
the ſouſe / ben — wyt with ſhatpe vnderſtã 
dynge- ſubtyll engyne / vertu natuteil / good 
memo2p.Goodes of foztune den tyches / hig 
degrees of ſoꝛdſhyps / hꝛayſynges of the peo 
ple. Goodes of gtact / be ſcites / po wet toſuks 
t e ſpitituell tcauaple benignites bettuous 
contemglacion/ withſtandpng of temptac ion 
x (cmblable things / Of which fozſatd good) 
cettes it is a gte at folp a man to pꝛyden him i 
any ot hem al. Now as foꝛ to ſpene of goodes 
of natutt gad wot that ſõtyme we haue them 
in natutt as moch to out domage / as to our 
pꝛotyt. As fo: to ſpee ot hele ot body / cettes it 
palleth full lightly. Ind eke it is full oft thens 
cheſon of the ſikenes of the (oule. Foz god wot 
the fle(ſhe is a full great enempe to the ſoule. 
And therfoze the moze that a body is hole the 
moge be we in pat eii to fall. Eke fo; to pꝛyde 
him in his ſtrength ofbodp / it is a great foly. 
Fo: certes the fleſſhe coueteth ayenſt the ſpt- 
tyte. Ind everthe moze ſtronger the fleſſh 1s / 
the ſoꝛpet map the (oule be. Ind over all this 
ſtrength of che body 4 woꝛldly hardpnes)cau 
ſeth full oft / manp men to perplix miſchatice. 
@kefo;topwpdbebym of his gentry it is full 
great fo. Fo2 oft tyre the gftry of the bodp 
beg ynnetzz of the gentry ofthe (oule. Ind eke 
we be all of one fathet x of ont mothet / and all 
we ben ol ont nature rotpn 4 cozrupt both ty⸗ 
che 4 pooze. Fo:ſoth a maner gentty / is fo to 
pꝛeyſe that apateyleth mans coꝛage with bet 
tues oz mozalytees / maketh dim a chiiſten 
chyde. Jo truſteth wei / that what man that 
(yn hath euet matſtted is very choꝛle to ſyn. 
Now ben there thze generall thinges of gen⸗ 
tyines/ as eſchewenge of bycts oz tybaud y. 
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And ſeruage of(pn in woꝛde x werke / in coun 
tenauntt / and blyng vettu:as curteſpe/cleny 
neſſe / 3 to be Ipberall / that is to ſay/latge by 
meſute. Fo: that that paſſethj meſure/tsfolye 
#(pn. nother is that he remembze him of the 
bounte that he of other folke hath receyued. 

Another is to be benigne ouer his (ubgette! 
wherfkoze as (atth Sencke. There is nothing 
mozecouenable to man ot᷑ hig eſtate/than de 
donayꝛte / ⁊ theſe flyes that men clepen been 
whan they make het kyng / they cheſen one ÿ 
bath non pꝛycke / wherwith he may ſtynge. 

Another is a man to haue a noble hert x a dy / 
lygent / tatteyn to hye bettuous thinges. er 
tes alſo / who that pꝛydeth in the goodeg of fo: 
tune he is full ly ke a gteat fole. Foꝛ ſomtymi 
a man is a ful great man by the moꝛowe / tha: 
is a wzetche oꝛ a captpfe oꝛ it be night. Ind (( 
tyme belptes of ma ben cauſe of greuous may 
ladis'thozough which he dyeth. Certes the ci 
mendacton ofthe people / is ſomtyme ful falſe! 
| full bꝛotyll foꝛ to truſt this day thep pꝛeyſe 
to moo we thep blame / god wote. Eze deſpꝛi 
to haue comendacion of the people hath cau⸗ 
led deth to many a man. Nowe cetteg / a man 
to pꝛpde bim in the goodes of grace is eke an 
outragtous folpe / fo: the peſtes of grace that 
(huld haue turned htm to goodnes Xto medi 
cyne/turncth to benim 4 to confuſion. as(atth 
{aint Gregoꝛy. Nowe lyth that ſo is that ye 
haue vnderſtande what is pꝛyde / whiche be 
the ſpyces of it. Ind how mens pꝛyde ſurdeth 
and ſpꝛyngeth. Mo ſhall yt ↄndetſtà dt / wh. 
che is the teme dy agaynſt pꝛyde. Ind that 1g 
humilite oz mekenes. T hat is a bertu / thꝛugij 
which man hath very kno wlege of hi mſeife / 
x holdeth ot him ſelfe no deynte ne no pꝛica / as 
in tegatde of his deſettes conſidetynge ever 
bis frecite. Now ben there thꝛe maners of hu 
mylitees / as humplyte in hett / anothet in he 
mouth / a the thirde in werkes. the humilite in 
hert is in tout maners/P ts whan a man hols 
deth him ſelfe as nought wozth befoze god of 
heupn. Another is wha he deſpiſeth non other 
man. C he thyꝛde is / p he tecketh nat though 
men holde him nought. The fourth is whan 
he ts nat (ozp of his bumiliacton. Alo the hu 
milyacton of mouth is in four thinges/ In at 
tempetat i peche / and whan he knoweth with 
bis owne mouth that he is ſuche/as he thyn⸗ 
keth Þ de is in his hert. Another whi he pzeps 
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ſeth the debonap2te of another man / x alſono 

thyng therof amenuſeth. Hum ſite eke in wer 
kes is four maners. The fitſt is whan he put 
men befoze him the ſecũõde 1B to cheſe 8 lo weſt 
place / the thyꝛde is gladly to aſſente to good 
coũceyll / p fourth is gladly to ſtande in obed i 
ence ol his ſoutteyn ſ oꝛ of htm Þ is higher in 
degte. Certes ) is agteat werke of humiltte. 


¶ Sequttur.de Inuidta. 


Ftet pꝛide will T ſpetze of the foule (yn 

of enuy which p* ts as by the woꝛdt ot 
the philoſophet (loꝛo we of other mens pꝛofyt. 
Ind after the woꝛde of (aint Juſtyn it is (0s 
towe of other mens welt / N lop of other mens 
hatme. This foule ſyn is plat iy ayenſt Þ holy 
gooſt. All be it ſo that euery (pn is apenſt the 
holy goſt. pct fo: ag moch as bounte appettey 
neth to the holy goſt pꝛopetiy. Ind enupe co- 
meth pꝛopet iy of malyct. Therfo:cit is pꝛo⸗ 
petly ayeuſt the bounte of the holy goſt. Now 
hath malyce two ſpyces that is to ſap / hatoy⸗ 
nes of hett à wyckedneſle / oꝛ els the fleſſhe of 
man is ſo blyndc/p* he conſideteth nat that he 
19 inſyn which is the hardines of the deu. 
That other ſpice of enuy is whan a man war 
reth apenſt trouth / whan pt he wote that it es 
trotith. Ind eke whan that he warreth v gras 
ce that god bath yeue to his neigbout Ind all 
this ig enuy:cettes than is enup the woꝛſt (pr 
that 18. Fo:lothly all other ſyns be ſomtyme 
ayenſt one ſpeciall vettu. Batcertes/cnuy ts 
ayenſt a/l maner vertues / all goodness. Fo: 
it is (020 of all bounte oł his netghbours, Ind 
in this maner it is diuets from all ſyns. Fo: 
vnneth is there any(yn that it ne hath ſom de 
lyte in him ſelfe ſaue only enup yt euer bath in 
him ſelfe angquiſſhe 2 ſoꝛ0 we. ¶ he ſpyces of 
enupyt ben theſe. T here is fitit ſoꝛo w of other 
mes goodnes/x other pꝛoſpetpte ought to be 
kyndly matet ot᷑ ioy. Th is enup a ſyn apenſt 
kyndt the ſec ond ſpice of enup is iop of other 
mens harme. Ofthts ſeconde (pice cometh 
backebytyng oꝛ dettaction that hath two (pi 
te / as thug. Som men pꝛeyſe het neighbour 
by wicked entent. Foꝛ he maketh alway a wic 
ked knotte at the laſt ende / al way he maketh a 
but that is ſigut of moꝛe blame than worth is 
all the pꝛeyſing. The ſecond ſpice is t a man 
be good i do and lap a thyng to good entent. 


Ther cbpter will turne aſſ the goodnes bp 
ſo do i to his (h:ewed entent. C be ye is ; 
to a itnult the bounte of his netghhour. T he 
fo: -th(pice of bacbptpng is this /i menſpeke 
oodnes of a man the hacbytet wi ſar/ pers 

ap pet is ſuch a man better than he in di pꝛev 
ſyng of him that men pꝛayſe. The fifthe1s to 
conſent gladly/to harken the harme tha men 
ſpekẽ of other folke this [pn is full great v are 
encreſeth after Þ wicked ent # of che bacbyrer. 
After bachiting cometh grutchig 02 murmu- 
rance. Ind ſotyme it ſp:2yngerh of tmpa cren ce 
apenſt god x ſotime ayenſt ma. Ipen gov ts 
wha a man grutcheth agatnſt f papne ot 
oz apenſt pouette o2 lolle of cartel o: avent? 
rayn o tempeſt / 62 tis gtutcheth p'ſ1;iemes 
haue pꝛoſperite / oꝛ eis that good men 1321ie 2D 
uetſite. Ind aſſ theſe thinges (build men (if: 5 
pacientiy. Foꝛ they comen by the eeghriw?! 11. / 
gement d odinaunce of god. Sorten 
meth grutchyng of Fyuarice/ 2s ubs 771) 
ched avenſt YPaadalene/ whan ic or?! 
thc heed of dut lozde Jeu chuſi with ber 
ctous opntment. hes manner of mutt ts 
luch as when men grutchen of good 

men hem ſelt don 02 y other fotke £0 co 
ownecatet!, Homtymt cometh tr 
piyde as whan Simon the ptariſe 27h 
apen(t Magdaſcyn whanſhe np: 

Jeſu chziſt. Ind wept at bis ct 

And ſomepyemne tt ſurdeti of cy wh any 
diſcoucren a mans hatme that was cu: 
bererth him on hande thinge thats „se 
mat is eke oft amonge ſctuauntee Whan © cr 
louetapns bydden hem do [eful things. It 
fo; as mochc as ther date nat operity unte 
the commaundement of her mailter. ett 
they [ay harm x grutche and mucmute peut 
ly fo: verp deſpite which wo2des men clepe © 
beupls patet noſtet /though ſo be $ deut bad 
neuer patcr noſtet but that folke tut ſuche a 
name: ſomty me it co mcth ot y:c oꝛ of pꝛcuy 
bate that noꝛiſſheti t ant out tn hett as after 
I (hall dectare. Then cometh cke bytrernes of 
hett 'th2ough which byttetucs eurry good de 
de of his ne1gbbour (emeth to him bittet + bn 
ſauoꝛy. Then cometh diſcoꝛde W bnbyndeth 
all manet of ft toſhvp. T ben cometh ſconing 
of his ne iq bout ali do de neut tc lo well then co 
meth accuſyng as wha men ſetzen occaſion to 
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annoys his neygdbout which that is lyke the 4 


VU. ut. | 


— — 


craft of the deupll that wayteth both nyght s 
day to actuſen vs all. Then cometh malygs 
ayte thzugh 8 inannopeth his nepghs 
dout pꝛeneiy it be map. And if he nought map 
bis wicked wyll ſdall nat want ! as fo; 
to bʒen dis houſe pzeuelyp/0z empopſen him o 
Cee his deeftes/3 ſemblable thing i. Now will 
Aſoche et g̊ temedy of this foule(pn ot enup. 
The kyꝛſt is p loue of god pꝛincipally and lo⸗ 
ot dim leife 3of his netghbour. Foz (oth 

iy y* one ma nat be without that other. Ind 
chꝛuſt well in the name of thy nepghbour/ that 
thou ſhalt baderſtande th bzother. Fo: cer⸗ 
tes all we daue one father fleſſhip x one mos 
therip'estolay Adam 3 Eve. Ind cke one fa 
ther ſpirituell pt is to ſay god of beuen . Thy 
neighbour att thou holde foz to loue and will 
dim all goodnes. Ind therfozeſaith god / loue 
tmqp neighdbout as thy leite /t is to ſay to lite x 
to loule 4#(aluacth. nd moze ouet thou (halt 
louc dim in woꝛde benigue chete / moni ⸗ 
(byng + chaſtp{ing in a voice to comfoꝛt him 
+ pꝛay to him with all thy hett. Ind in bebe 
thou ſhalt loue him in lucht wyle / ð thou ſhalt 
do to htm ichatite as thou woldeſt wert don 
to thyn dwne pſon. Ind therfoze thou ſhalt do 
to hym nd domage in wycked wordt / ne hat⸗ 
me in his body ne in his catell ne in his ſoult 
by tutyſyng of wicked enſample. Chou ſhalt 
nat deſy2c his wyke / ne none of his thyngts. 
Underſtande eke / vᷣ in the name ofthy nctghs 
bout is copzehended his enemp.Certes a ma 
ball ſous big enemy fo the chmaundement 
ot god. And ſoth y thy frenve ſhall thou loue 
in god. Jay chyn enemp ſhall thou louc fo 
godd! (ake by his cõmaundeimtt. Fo it were 
teſon a man ſhuide hate his enempe. Foz (oth 
god wyll nat rectyue vs to his loue Þ ben hig 
enemtcs ap enũ thre maner wꝛonges that bis 
enemp doth to him / he (hal do tie thing es / as 
thus ! Ipenſt hate 4 ranceur of hert / he ſhall 
loue htm in hert:apenſt chydpng and wicked 
woꝛdes / he (hall pꝛay foz his enemy: Ypenſt þ 
wycked dede ol his entmyt he (hall do hym 
boũte. Foz Chiſt ſaytij / louetiz pour enemies 
* pꝛaytth foz hem Þ (peketh you harme! 4 cke 
fo; hem that you chaſen 3 putſuen /a do boũtt 
to hem that pou haten. Lo/thuscomaundeth 
vs our loi Jeſu chꝛiſt to do/to our enemies. 
Noꝛtſoth nature dꝛyueth bs to ſour out ften⸗ 
perfep/our enemies haue moꝛe nede 
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to loue than out frendes, And they that moze 
nede hauc.Certes to hem (hal we do goodnen 
4ccrtes in that dede haue remembzatice of the 
loue of Jeſu chailk that dyed foz his enempes. 
Ind fo: as moch as that loue is the moze grey 
uous toperfourme/lo moch is moze great the 
merpte. And therfoze the loupnge of our cney 
my bath confounded the benim ofthe deupll. 
Fo: ryght as the dcutll is confited by humi⸗ 
lite tiqht ſo is he wounded to the deth / by the 
loue ot out enempe. Certes then is loue me- 
dityne that chalet out the venim ofenuy fro 
mans hett. A r ⏑ e r==4q 


Sequitur 
de Ita. 


III tet Enupe wpll I declare of the ſyn 
of Ite. Foz loth he that hath enuy vpoͤ 
his neighbour! Fnon comenly will fynde bim 
mater of wzathe /in woꝛde oꝛ in dede ayen(t 
bim /to whom be hath enup fo (othly he that 
(s pꝛoude oꝛ enuyous / is ltghtly wzoth. This 
(yn of Fre / after diſcriulg of (aint Juſtyn is 
wicked wyl ta be auenged by woꝛde 02 by de⸗ 
de. Jre after the Philoſopycr/ts the ketuent 
blode of man / pquickend in his hett thugh 
whiche he wyll harme to hym that he hateth. 
Fo: certes the hett of man by enchakyng + me 
uyng of his blode/ wereth lo ttoubled yt he is 
out of all iugement of reſong, But pe [hull vn 
berſtande/that Ite is iat wo maners. One of 
hem is good fand that other is wicked. The 
good Ite is by ielouſpe of goodnes/th2ugh Þ 
which a man is wzoth w wickedneg# agayn 
wickednes / atherfoze ſatth the wyſe man thot 
Ire is better than plap / this ye ts with debo 
napite it is wzath without byttetnes / nat 
wꝛoth ag aynſt the man / but wzoth w the mils 
dede ol ð man as ſaithj p pꝛophete. Italcimi⸗ 
ni et nolite petcate. now vndetſtande » wic⸗ 
ked pꝛe is in two manets / ) ig to (ap ſodeyn 
pꝛe 02 haſty p2e without aupſement/ x conlen 
tyng ol his reaſon. The mening ꝛ the cenſe of 
this / is that reſon of a man / ne conſenteth nat 
to that (odepn yꝛe / and than is it bentall. Ino 
ther pꝛe is that is ful wicked / that cometh of fe 
lonp of hert/auyſed and caſt beZoze with wic⸗ 
ked wyll to do bengeaunce I therto his teſon 
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conſenteth / v ſothly this is deedly (pn, This 
pʒe is ſo diſpleyſaunt to god that it troubleth 
his houſe 4 chaſeth the holy goſt out of mans 
ſoule / and put in him the ſickenes of the deupl 
and benemeth the man fro god / that is his 
righefull loꝛde. This pꝛe is a full great pleſaũ 
ce to the deupll / fo2 it is the deuyls furneis p* 
he enchaunſeth with the fyze of hell. Foꝛcerteg 
as fp:e is moze mighty to deſttop etthly thin⸗ 
ges than another element. Night lo pꝛe is mi⸗ 
gbty to diſttoye all ſpitituell thynges. Loke 
howe that fyꝛe of (ma!l gledys that be almoſt 
dee d vnder aſſhen wyll quicken ayen / whan 
they be touched with bꝛymſtone / right lo pꝛe 
will euermo:e quicken agaynt / whan it is tou 
ched with pꝛyde that is coueted (0 mans hett. 
Foz certes pꝛide map nat come out of nothige 
but if it were firſt in the ſame thirmmgenaturelly 
as fy:c is dꝛawen out of flyntes with ſtele ri 
ghtlo1sp:tdea mater of p2c/right as taͤcout 
is noꝛyſſhet and kepar therof. There ts a ma 
net tre as ſaith ſaint Iſodoꝛe. That whan m 
make fite ot that tte / and couet the coles of it 
with aſſhen. Hothly the fyꝛe therof woll laſt 
all a pett oꝛ moe. Ind tight ſo farcth it by ra 
tout whan he is ones concepued in the hettes 
ol ſom men Certes it wyll laſt pat auentute 
from one Eſter day tpll an ofher 02 moe. But 
cettes that man is tull fette from the mercy of 
god all that whple. In this foxſapyde deuyileg 
to meps they foꝛgen tie ſhe wis. ꝛyde than 
bloweth and encreaſeth the fyze by chydynge 
and wycked wo:des. Then ſtandeth enuye + 
boldeth the pzon bpon the hertes of men / with 
a pape of longe tonges with longe tancout. 
And then ſtont the (pn of cotynucil ſtryfe and 
cheeſt and beteth and foꝛgeth the villapns te⸗ 
-:2Upnges. Certcsthis cutſed (yn anoperh 
both the man hym ſeife # cke his neighbout. 

Fo: (othly atmoſt all the harme that any man 
both to his neygbbout cometh of wiath. Fo: 
cettes ontragtous wꝛath doch all that cucr þ 
deupflcommaundeth him. Fo: be (parcth nep 
ther foꝛ Cbꝛiſt ne his ſwete mother in his out 
tagious anger and pꝛe / but ſpcketh +4(klauns 
de teth his netgbour/thrs is a curſed Iyfe/ whit 
che lyfe ſhuld be de bonayꝛ and ſpitituen / that 
ſhuld kepe his ſoule. Certes thts pic 02 w2ath 
benemeth eke goddes buelozb(hyp / a that 18 
mans ſouſe and the loue of his neigubouts „it 
ſtrpueth al wap eke apenſt trouth / it reucth 


him the eee ok his hett and ſubucrteth bis 
ſoule, t pe tomen theſe ſtynkpnge engen 
dꝛute Fpiſt hate that is olde wꝛatij tene we d 
thiu h which a manfo:ſaketh his owne fren⸗ 
de at he hath loued ſo longe 4then cometh 
warte and cucry maner of wꝛongt that a ma 
both to hitz neighbout in body o2 in tateil. Ot 
this curſed) (pn of pze cometh ttt manſaughys 
tet. Ind vaderſtanveth well that manſlaugh 
tet is in dyucrs wyle. Sor maner of man 
ſlaughter is ſpirttucll/ant ſom bodiſy (pirts 
tuell manſlaughter ts in ſyte thynges. 4720 
by hate asap th ſaynt Jobfi be that hacer! 
his bꝛothet is an hompcede. Manſlaugttet 
tg eke by bachytynge of whiche bach s 
ſayth Salomon that thephauct g (werr rs! 
with whiche they lee het neig boats fo: 

ly às wicked it ts to be benome H16 007 

me ag his lpfe.Momicpoe 18 cke 1 peu 
wicked counceyic by fraune ofoz ton 
ceyle fozto attyſe wiongatull cuſto mes ant 7 1 
lagis / of which (prketh Salomon, L yo ? 
rynge and bete hungry /ben ſyhened eo cr 
lozdes. In withholdynge 0: 36:15 19 26 
the hyꝛe oꝛ wages of poo:e folke, 1 - 

the wyle mantaith. ede ve hymn (Hh 21) 2) 
bycth fo! hungte. Fo:lothly ' bur rf 14454) 7 
bpm thou (lect hymn, Ind all ener cen! 
lplyns. Bodcly man(laughter 18 wH 1/2 [l 
Neeſt hym with thy conac, Inorher m2 
whan thou commaunyeN tofleca ma 

pevcſt bym coficepl! to flee a man mand wr 
tet in dede is e inkoute maners. Thy: on; 
bylawe/right as a Juſtyce dampac her 

is culpable to the deth but let the Tuff 
ware chat he dDoittightfaſty and that he 50 1! 
nat foꝛ delytt to ſpyllblode dit for KNtp enge 
tigtwyleneſle. Inothtt homterde ls don to! 
necellpte “as whan 4 man leeth another 145 
defendaunt and that he ne may othernrlc 11 
cape fto bis owne dech. Butcertern and he 
may eſcape without ſlaughtet of hta avuyer! 1 
rye/and ſlceth bym/he doch ſyn, Ind be (Ha? 
bete penauce as fo: deedly (yn, ke fa man 
by cale oꝛ aueture ſhote an arowve 0: caſt 3 (ho 
ne w wbicy he ſleeth a matt is homterde. ke 
ik a Soma bynegligetce ouer lyeth ber child in 
lepynge / it is hompcibe and deedvſpnn. Eke 
wha a man diſtroveth concepcion of a chiſde 
02 maketh 8 woma barepn bp d:ynkes of be 


nymousyerbes / ch:ough whych (he map nat 
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- conicepue . On fleeth her chylde dy dꝛynkts / 
oz eis putteth certeyn matetpall thyng in der 
ſecrete place to lee het childe. O2 cls doth vn⸗ 
kyndc(pn-by whiche man oꝛ woman ſhedeth 
bis natute in place/there as a chylde may nat 
be conteyued. O: eis if a woman haue concep 
wed s hurt het ſeift / and ſ eeth bet chylòe pet 
is tt homicyde: what (ay we ce of women p* 
murd2en her childꝛen foꝛ dꝛede of wo:1diy ſha 
me. Certes it is cke an hozryblc homicyde. 
Ebt it a man app:oche to a woman by deſire 
ol lechery thꝛugh which the child is periſſhed 
els ſmiteth a woman wetynqip / by which det 
chylde is ſlayn. Ill theſe ben hompcpdes and 
det diy haz tyble ſyns. yet compn of p:c manp 
mo ſyns as in woꝛde in thought/tu dede/ as 
well as he that at etteth pon god o blaſphe⸗ 
meth god ot which he is him leite gylty oꝛ dil 
pyſeth god + all bes halo wes as don theſe cur 
(yd haſatdouts in diuets countreis. This 
cutſed ſyn do they / whan they felen in hetchett 
full wickediy of god xh1s halowes. Io wha 
ther treten v11wo2thelp the (acrament of the 
autcr, Thitke (pi ts ſo great'y vnneth map it 
he telt aſed hut Þ the mercy of god paſſeth dis 
wcirk! which emetcpis gtete benigne. There 
cometh allo ot ye a tety anger wha a man is 
{harply amoneiThed ein bis (b:ift to fozlete Hug 
ſon Thea will he be angty val wete hokerip 
x angetiy to defend oꝛ excuſen dis ſyn by bu⸗ 
ſtedtaſtnes of tus fleſlbe oz eis he dyd it foꝛ to 
holde tõpany with his feloweg-02 tis he (auth 
the kendeentiſed him 02 els he dyd it fo his 
pouthj oꝛ eis his complexton is ſo coꝛagtous / 
that he map nat foꝛbert eis it is deſſ int as he 
layth vnto a certayne age oꝛ eis he layth it co 
meth him of gentynes of his auncetties and 
lemblable tbinges. All thele manet of folke ſo 
wꝛappyn hem in het ſyns that they wp!! nat 
nHc{pnerhemſelfe. Foꝛ ſothiy no wpght that 
crcuſeth him wilfully of his ſyn / map be deiy⸗ 
ucrd of his ſyn / tyll be mekelp bekno weth his 


+ (yn. After then comethj (werynge/) is expꝛes 


ayeuſt the commaũdement of god / atis be⸗ 
falleth of angre 4 of p2e : god ſayti thou ſhalt 
nat take the name of thy loꝛde in ydell. Jiſo 
our loꝛde Jeſu chaiſt ſaythe / by the woꝛde of 
ſaynt Pathew/ne will ye toſ were tn all ma⸗ 
net / neythet by heuen / foʒ it is goddes trone / 


pbp etth los it is the benche of his tete 
x ——— — of a great 


. % : 
" ID 
we 3 
1 
% Fs 
. * 
* 
1 


kpng/ne by thyn heed foꝛ thou ne matt mat e 
an hett whyt ne blacke / but pour othe (hall be 
yt pt ſnay nay. Ind what that is moze cuyi i 
thus ſayth Chꝛiſt. Foz chꝛiſtes ſake ſwete 
nat ſo ſynfully in dilmembꝛyng of Chaiſt/bp 
loule / hett / bones / and body. Fo: pe thyne Þþ 
the curſtd Jewes diſmebꝛed him nat ynough 
but pe dil membꝛe him moze. Ind it ſo be that 
la we compell pou to ſ wett then rule you al 
ter the la we of god in pour (werpng. As ſaiti 
laynt Jetome ip fourth chapptet. Thou ſhait 
kepe the tcondicyons. Chou [halt (were ti 
ttouti / in dome / a in rig wilnes. C hig is ta 
lap thou ſhalt ſ were (oth/foz tuety leaſpng is 
apenſt Chiſtſfoꝛ Chꝛiſt is very trouth. Ind 
thynke well this that eucrp great ſweter / nat 
compellcd laufully to ſwete the plage of vens 
geaunte ſhall nat part from his houſe wiyphe 
he vſcthſuch bn!aufull(weryng. Chou ſhale 
eke ſwete in dome / when thou art compeſicu 
by thy domes inan to wptnes the ttouth. ki! 
thou ſhalt nat ſ were foꝛ cnupe / foz fauout / fo 
mede / but fo: righwpſenes foꝛ declarynge of 
trouth to the woꝛſhyp ot god a to helpynge o 
thyn cuen chꝛiſten /i thettoꝛe eurry Man tha 
tatzeth goddes name in dle / oꝛ falſliptwereth 
with his mouth oz eis taketh on him nami 
of Chiſt to be called a chꝛiſten man / and !ys 
ucth ayenſt chat ſten lyuyng and his teciwuge 
all they take goddtes name in ydle. Loke ca: 
what lapth ſaum Metet / actuum quatto ther: 
is none othet name bnder hcuen yeuen to mA 
in which they mot be ſauyd. Chat is to ſay / 
but in the name of Jeſu ciniſt. Cat kepe cke 
ho w yt pꝛecious name ot I cſu chꝛiſt / as (apth 
(atnt Boule at philipenſes. In nomine Jeſu, 
ac. That in the name of eiu / cucrp hne of de 
utly cteatute oꝛ ett ip oꝛ of heil (hulb bo wen 
Foꝛ it is ſo higij 2 ſo woʒſhipfuli / that the cut⸗ 
(yd fende in hell ſhulde tremble foz to here it 
named. Then ſemeth it that men that ſ were 
(o hozrpbly his ble ſſed namt / that thev deſpy 
ſe it mote boldip i than dyd the curſed Yewes 
that ttemleden / whan they hat de dis name. 

Nowe ce ttes (yth that ſwetyng / but it ve do 
all ſaufuli / is ſo holy defended/ moche woꝛſe 
is foꝛ to (were falſly and eke neocies: What 
(ape we ene of them that delyten them in ſwe⸗ 
tyngt / and holde it a gentry oꝛ mani dede to 
(were greate othes: ind what of dem that 
of verp Hage neceſle nat to [were greate 
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othes and all the cauſe nat wo:the a ſttawe. 
Certesthis ishozrpble (pn. Swerynge aiſo 
without auiſement is ene ſyn. But let vs go 
no we to pt cutſed a hoꝛtiblt ſ wetyng of adiu 
tation 4 cõtutacion as don theſe fals enchaũ⸗ 
tours + nygromacers in balyns ful of watet / 
oꝛ in a bꝛightſ werde in a cercſe oꝛ in a fp:c/o; 
in a ſhuldet bone of a ſhepe. Ican nat ſay/ but 
they do curſedly 4 dapnably ayenſt Chꝛiſt / x 
all the fepth of holy church / what ſay pe by the 
that beleuen in dym naylis as by flight oꝛ by 
nopſe of byꝛdes x of beſtes 02 by ſoꝛt by Ay⸗ 
gromancy/ by dzemes/bp chyꝛchyng of doꝛes 
by gnawyng of tottes oz ctackyng of houſes 
a ſuche manet of wꝛetchydnes certes all this 
thing is defeded of god / eke holy church / fo? 
which they be curſed tyll they com to amende 
ment / on ſuch filth (ct their beleue. Charmes 
fo: woundes x maladies of men oz of beſtes 
y they take any cffect/tt map be perauenture 
p*godſuffrethit/fo: menſhuld gyae the moze 
fepth ⁊ teuetence to his name. Nowe wpl! Y 
ſpeke of leaſpnges / which generally is fals ſi⸗ 
gnificacion of woꝛdes / W entẽt to diſcepue his 
cuen chuſten. Som leſyng there is ot which 
cometh none auaũtage to no wight. Ind ſom 
lelyng turneth to the cale 4 pzofpt of a man 
to domage of another man. Anothet leslyng 
fo: to laue his lyft oꝛ catell. Anothet lcalynge 
cometh of delite, They will foꝛge a longe tale 
x pepnt it with all circuſtaunces whet ot all þ 
grotide is fals. Som leaſynge cometh/fo: be 
will luſteyne dis woꝛde. Ind ſom lealyng co» 
meth of techeleſines withouten auiſemtt and 
ſemblable thinges. Let vs now touch the bps 
ce ol flatetp / which cometh nat gladly but fo: 
dꝛede oꝛ fozcouctyle, Flatety is gencrallp 
wꝛongfull pꝛepſing: flatercrg ben the deupls 
nozpces/p'no:tſherb his child with p milke 
of lolengerp. Foz(othſaith Salomon'y fl as 
tety is wo:le than dettaction. Fozlotyme dey 
traction inaketh an hauten man be the moꝛe 
bfble/fo: he dꝛedeth dettaction. But cetteyn 
flatety maketij a man to enhaunct his hert 
bis countenaunce. Flatetets ben the deupls 
enchaũtouts fo: they maken a man to wenen 
him ſelt be lyke / he is nat lyke. C hey be lyke 
Judas that bctrated god. Ind theſe flatetets 
hetrapamantoſcllhtm to his enemp ð is the 
deupll. Flatercrs ben the Drupls chapeleynes 
yt ſyngen cuer Placebo. I teten flatery in vp 
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ces of pc. tyme it ama be moth with 
another / a wyll he ffatere (om wyght to 
ſuſtepne im in his quareil. Spcke we nowe 
of ſuch urſpnge as cometh out of r:0us her- 
tes. NQ aliſon may be ſaid genctally eucry ma 
ner f/ wet of hatme ſuch curſyng dercucth a 
man the tegne of gov. Is (ayth ſaint Poule, 
And oftſuch curſynge wꝛongfully returneth 
apen to him y*curſeth : as a by:de returncry 
agapn to his o wne neſt. Ind ouce all thynge 
men ought teſche we to curſe her child zen 4 co 
peue to the deuy het engendzure as firſorh 
as inhemis.Cettes itis a great petyf 205 3 
great ſyn. Let bs then ſpeke of chtdeng 2x re 
pꝛeupng which ben great woundes in wn 
hett. Fo: certes/vnneth may a man ve yl 4yns 
ly actoꝛded with hym / he hath opener 
led tepꝛoued 1 diſclaud2ed this (8 4 ful ore + 
Iyſpn:as Chiſt ſaith in che goſpel! Ind tas 
pe kepe now that he p* reptoucth hte now? 
bout byſomhatme o: by ſom pern 
in his body as meſel! croked hat ot 554 
ligne that hedoth. Rowikhetepcu ct 
dy harmc of peyne then tetutneth erco 


to Icſu chiſt. Fo: peyne is lent bete 


wylt ſonde of god + by his ſuffrauce »; 

lelty oʒ mayme 0: maladpe. X10 if 5 

bym vncharptably of (pa / thou Ho 104 
d:onkclewe hartot 1 o forth chen xt 
neth it to cctoyſpugte oft e deupll 1 cur 

top that men donlyn. Ind cettes ches 
may nat come butof vvicnous bert. fr 
habundaucc of the here fpcketh my ry 

oft, Ind peſhullbndetſtande what arty 
chaſtyſeth another Þ hc beware fro cho> 

oz rep:cupng, Fo: rrcwely but be bore ace be 
mary fulllightly quicken che tric of angte 4 0! 
watch whichc that he (Hall nat quent J 
pet auentute flecth hemp he might haſtilers 
benignite. fo: as laycth Salomon, The amp 
able tonge isÞ tre of lyfe chatistolay of Iv tc 
lpttituell. Ind a diſlaue tongue leech rhe (pts 
rites of him that is tepꝛoued. Lo whatlarth 
ſaint Fuſtin, There 16 nochyng like Þ druyls 
chyldt as he Þ ofte chideth:(aynt Boule (arth 
eke. Jſeryaunt of god dehoue nat to chpde, 
And howe that chydyng ts a villeyns tbrng 
betwyre all maner folke, yet is it certes moſt 
vncoutnable betwytt a man and bis wyke. 
Fo: there is neuer reſt, Ind ttzerfore ayth 
Salomon. In houlc that is vncougted 
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in rayne and dꝛoppyng and a chydyng wyle 
be lykt /a man that is in a dꝛoppyng houſe in 
many plates thou he eſche we p dꝛopping 
one place / it dꝛoppeth on him i anothcr place. 
No kareth it by a chidunge wilt but (he chide 
dim in one place ſhe will chide htm in another 
place. Ind therfoze bettet is a moꝛtell bꝛeed w 
topt / than an houſe full of delptes wchyding. 
Lo what Salomon and ſaint Noule ſayn. O 
ye women be peſubgettes to your huſbandes 
as behoueth in god. Ind ye men lcue po* wy» 
ues. Ifterwardeſpeke we ol ſcomyng which 
is 6 wicked ſyn /a namelp whan de (co2neth a 
mau bp his good werkes. Foz certes/luch(coz 
ners faten lyke the foule tode/that may nat en 
duretoſmell p ſwete ſauout ofthe vyne whan 
u fl oꝛiſſheth. Thele ſcoꝛners bea pattyng fe⸗ 
lowes with the deupſi/foz they haut top whan 
the deuyll wyuntth and ſoʒy whan he leſeth. 
Theyben aduetſaties to Jeſu chꝛiſt foꝛ they 
batcn that he louethj that is to ſay ſauacion of 
ſouſe. Dpcke we now of the wicked coücepli. 
F 0; he that wicked counceyll peueth is attea 
tout Fo de dilceyueth him Þ truſteth in bum 
hut nttheles yet is wicked couceyſ firſt ayenſt 
him lelte. Foꝛ as layth the wple man: cuery 
fals lpueng bath his pzopte in him ſelfe. Foꝛ 
he mat will anope another man anopeth firſt 
hem (cife, Ind men ſhall vnde tibande / that a 
man (hall nat take his counc ell of falſe folke 
ne of ang tp foike oꝛ gteuous folke ne of folie 
that loutn ſpet tativ het ewne pꝛofyt ne to mo 
che woꝛldly folke i namely in counceyling of 
koles. Ao we cometh the (pn of hem that may 
ken diſcoꝛde among folke/whtch is a ſyn that 
Chiiſt hateth vtteriy nd no woder 18 foꝛ he 
dyed fo: to make concoꝛdt. Ind moe ſhame 
don thep to Chꝛiſt / than dyd they ÿ him crucy 
fyed. Foꝛ god loucth better that fi endſhyp be 
amecng folke than he dyd his o wne body / wh 
che he paf foz vnite. Therfo:e be they likeneꝭ 
to the deuyll y*eucr is about to mate diſcoꝛd 
No we cometh the (yn of doubie tonge foꝛ (us 
che us (peke fapze befozne men + wichedly be 
bynde / oꝛ eis they make ſemblaũt | asthough 
they ſpeken of good enttcion / oʒ els in game 4 
play/ I chey (pekenof wiched intent. Now co 
meth h wzepng ot coũceul though which ma 
is defarned /bunethes may be reftoze Þ doma 
—.— WPanace!Þ is an open foly. 

he v openly manaceth/he thzeteneth moze 
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then he may ouertome ful oft tyme. Now co, 
men ydle wozdes pt be without pꝛotyt of him 
that ſpek eth the woꝛdes / x ekt ol hem that her 
keneth the woꝛdes oz els ydle woꝛdes ben tho 
that ben ne deles 02 without entente of natus 
tell pzofpt . Ind all be it / that ydle wozdes be 
fotyme ventall ſyn: pet{ball men doubt hem, 
Fo: weſbal peut tekening ofhem befoze god, 
Nowcometh Jangelyng/that map nat come 
without ſyn / as(aith Salomon: it is a ſigne 
of apcrt folp. Ind therfoze a Philoſopher (aid 
whan a man axed bim how men ſhulde pleaſe 
+ hc anſ wered / do many good werkes pale 
ke we Jangelynges. Aftet this cometh the (yr) 
of tapers that ben the deuyls apes. Foꝛ chep 
make folke to laughe at het tapety / asfolkes 
don at gaubes of an ape /(uche tapes defen/ 
deth(aint Poule. Lokchowe that vertuous 
wozbes x holy comfoꝛten hem that ttaueplen 
tn the (erutce of chit. Night lo comtoꝛten the 
byleins wo2des/xthe knackes of tapets hem 
that traueyvlen in the ſetuice of the deupll. Al 
theſe ben the (pnnes of the tonge that comyn 
of Ite tand ofother ſyns. The remedp apen(] 
Ite is a vertu chat cleped is manſuetude tha 
1s deboncyꝛte / 3 cke another vcrtue that met 
clepen pactence. Sapnt Jerome (apth thus 
ot debonapꝛte that it doth hatme to no wight 
ne layth none harme that men dim do ne (apr) 
ne chaungeth nat apenſt tei ou. This vertuc 
cometh (ormtpme ofnature , Fo2 as (apth the 
Pbiloſcpher/a man is a quicke thynge by na 
ture dcbonap2e and ttetabie by goodnes. But 
whan debonapzte is enfozmed of grace/it is þ 
mo:e wozthy., Pacience is another remedpe 
ayenſt te is a vettue that men (uffre(we- 
tclp euerp mans goodnes ia is nat wꝛothe fo; 
none harme yꝭ᷑ is done to him. The Mhiloſo⸗ 
phet ſaith / that paciꝭte is that bertu that ſut᷑/ 
freth debonay ny all the outrage ot adi etſite 
x eucrp wicked woꝛde . C his vertu maketh a 
man like togod/4makethy htm his owne dete 
chtlde! as(ayth Ch:tſt/thts vertue du como: 
teththpn enemp. Ind therfo:ze ſayth the wyſe 
man it thou wpit veynquiſſhe thyn enemy ile 
that thou be pactent. Suffraunce is auochet 
vertu apenſt Jre, Ind pt is whanbeſuffreth 
\wetely all anoyaunce / and the wzonges that 
men do aman out warde. Thouſhak vnders 
ſtande / that a man ſuſtreth four maner o: gti 
uauncer in outwarde thinges. Iyenſt which 
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toute he muſt haue foure maner of pactence. 
The kfyꝛſt greuaiice is wicked woꝛdes: 5 gre 
uaticeſuffred Jeſuchnſt without grutchyng 
wel pactently/whan p Jewes deſpiſed him 
tepꝛoued him ful oft. Suffre thou ther fo:e pa 
ctently/foz d wiſe man faith it thouſtrtuew a 
fole ! (fthe fole be wꝛoth oꝛ though he laughe 
8lgatethou ſhalt haue noreſt.That other gre 
uaũct outward./ts to haue domage of thy cas 
tell, There apenſt (uffrpd chiſt full pacic᷑tip 
whan he diſpoiled was of all vᷣ cuer he had in 
this life and Þ nas but clothes. The third! gre 
uaũce / is to a man to haucgreualice in his bo 
dyꝛf (uffred chꝛiſt full pacit᷑tly in all his paſſt 
on. The fourth greuatice is in outragious 1a 
bout in werkes. Wherfoze J (ap 5 folke that 
maten het ſetuaũtes to ttauaile to greuouſly 
out of tyme as in holy dapes /(othlp they do 
ate at ſyn hete apenſtſuffred chiſt ful pacict⸗ 
ly taught vs pacifce wan he batt vpõ his 
bleſlidſholdets Þ croTe/vpon which he (hulb 
(uftre diſpytous deth. Pere map men lerne to 
be pactent/ Fo2certes nat only chziſten men 
be pacientfo2 d loue of Jeſuchuſt 4 fo: guer 
don ofthe dlyſſe of heuen / x of the bleſſpd tpte 
that is perdurable:Butcertes the olde Paps 
nyms that neuet were ch:ltened / commended 
X vled the vertue of pactence. A Philoſopher 
bpon a tyme that wolde haue beten his Dil - 
ciplefozhis great tteſpas / Fo: which he was 
greatly amtuyd /I bꝛought a yet d tolcourge 
the childe / And whan the chylbe ſawe p yetd / 
ie laid to his maiſtet: what wyll yt dor wil 
beate the quod the matſter foz thy coꝛtettion. 
Joꝛ ſoth quod 8 childe/pe ought firſt cozrects 
pour (cife that hath loſt pour pacienct fo; the 
gylt of a chylde. Fozſotyſapyd the maiſtet all 
wepynge / thou ſeyſt lotg / haue thou the pet de 
my dete ſon coꝛtett me fo myn vnpacience. 
Ot pacience cometh obedtence thꝛough wh(s 
che a mau is obe dient to chill + to all bem! to 
wluche he ought to be obedit᷑t in C hꝛiſt. And 
bnderſtande well that obedience 1s petfigot 
wha men do gladly + haſtclp wich good here, 
cntteriy all Þ heſhulb do. O beditte generally 
is to pettout me 9 doctrine of god / and to his 
ſouerapns/to whiche him ought tobe obep(s 
ſauntin allrighwpinefle, 
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o- Ft pnne of 10:ath 'T wyll prke 
o ,cipnne of accttope 02 llouthe. fo: 
enupe b abeth Þhertof man'+ Itetteubett 
a man and accedp make th him yeuy thought 
full wawe EnupiItemakenbyrttetnetle 
ing .t! which bytternetſe is modet of Accedy 
2 beny mcth him Þloue of a!l goodneſe then 
is actedy g angre of a trob'ed hett 1 dfarnt 
Juſtpnl(apth/itiganovre of gooonen fanno 
ofharive.Certes this ts ad pnabteeen Fox 
tt doti wrong to Jeſu ch: imac moch as 17 
bentmtty Þ (erutce ö mengughete dato 704 
chuſt withall deltgece. Js (anch Sen; 
but accedy doth none (uch dtipgenct e 
all w anope + wiawnes (1 ickencs e llle: 
dulnes x vnluſt. fo: which © hoke faith 2 
ſyd be he y* doth che (erutce of god 11000 27 
then 1s accedy enemerp to cucry ef} 2c of 7 
Fo: the eſtate of man 1s inthe maners 
ther it is eſtate of Innocence as = 

of JDam | befo2e 8: that he felt in to (ry 
whiche eſtatc he was holy to worclic 27 
rynge x adouryng of god, Fnorher cf! 

eſtate of ſupetflupte im whiche cl} 1761 
holden tolabour inp:arengt2 got? 

dement of her (princes. Inother cl) a: 

eſtate of grace n which ett acc 15 he 

do werkes of penytcece, Indcertcs cs 1 i 
thinges18acceop enempye content 
yerhno buſttacile at al, Howecettes; 

le ſynne of acceorye 18 cke 43 full arcal 
tothe ſpuclod ofthe body For tt hath 
utpaunce ayenittempotctinecettrec, fo: 
louthed 4tfo:(lugged x Diſtroyer® 
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that accedy is Ipke hem & ben un» oor: or, 
by cauſe of Louth z of ber beauties. ©: - 

be dapned de ſo boad/vinepihertf on cc > 
well ne thike well. Of IAccedreometh te 
man is anopedxencodb2:cd to do ane goodrics 
4 mazketi p* god hath abbominacion otfuche 
accedp/ ag ſaith ſaint John Now commerh 
louthy* wilfuftre no hatdnes ne no prnatice 
Fo2 (oth ſlouthe is (o defycate do tend:e: as 
(aith Salomon 6 he wil(utfre non bhardnes 
ne penatice / #therfo:e de ſhendeth all that de 
doth. Jyenſt this tott hoꝛcd (yn of gccedr 02 
l outh ( huld me tteteiſe bem to do goob wer 
Res x manly/x vertuoully catchen cozage wel 
to do. Thinkyng out 10:d © Jeſu ch21Nt q tet 
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The Parſons fale. 


euerp good dede be it neverſo lytell / bſage 
of it is a great thynge. Fo: it maketh/asſ(aith 
ſaynt Bernatde / the labozer to haue llronge 
armes and barde(pne wes and louthe ma⸗ 
der dem feble and tendze. Than cometh dꝛe⸗ 
de foz to begynne to werke any good werkes. 
Fo; certes be that is inc ſyne d to ſynnt / hym 
thynketyh it ts to great an empyſe foz to bny 
dertake to do werkes of goodneſle / as(apth 
ſaynt Gtegoꝛy. No we cometh wanhope that 
ts beſpap3zc of the mercpe of god that cometh 
ſomttme of to mpkell outragious(020we/and 
fomtyme of mpkell dꝛede ypmagyninge / that 
be hath do ſo moche that tt wolde not auayle 
bym though he wolde repent hym 4 do good 
th:ough whic he diſpayꝛe 02 dzede/he aboun⸗ 
deth his hett to euety mancr ſynne. Ig(apth 
(aynt Auſtyn / whiche that is dampnable/tfit 
contynut to bis ende it ts cicped ſynnynqt in 
the Holy ghoſt. This hoꝛtyble ſynme is ſo pe 
tyſous that he that is Diſpepzed that there is 
no kelonye nt no ſynne that he doubteth fo; to 
do ag ſhe wed well dy Judas. Certes thenne 
ab ouen all is this ſynne moſt diſpleaſaunt 4 
molt aduttſaty to Chiuſt.Certes he that diſ- 
per eth is lyke the co watde Champpon tecte 
aunt and nedelelle dilpeyzeth. Fo: tettes the 
mercy of god is tut ⁊ tedy to the peuttent it is 
about all his werkes. Alas can nat a man be⸗ 
thyrkt him on the goſpel! of ſarnt Luke. Lu⸗ 
ct. cu. Where as Chiiſt (apth that as weil ſhal 
there de moe iovt in dtuen bpon aſtnfull ma 
that doth penttenct than bpon nynty and. it. 
rightfull men that neden no penptence / loke 
fetthet in the gol pe ll the top and the feſtes of 
the good man that bad loft his ſon / whan hig 
ſone with repentaunce was returned to hig 
father, Can they nat remembae che / ag (apth 
laynt Luke. rrift. Nowe pf the thefe that was 
banged beſyde Jeſu (apd lozde/rememb2e on 
me mh thou comeſt to thy regne:foz\othſath 
Chziſt/this day (halt thoube with me in Pa* 
radyſe. Certes there is none ſo hozrpble(pfie 
of man / that it ne may in his lyfsbe deſtroped 
by penytence | thzough bertue of the paſſion 
of Chzifſt. Alas what nedeth man then to be 
diſpepaed / (tthen — — aſke 4 
baut. Than cometh ſompnolcnce/Þ is fl uggy 
fCumbzynge/whiche maketh a man to be heuy 
and bull in body and(oule. Ind this (ynne 


cometh oflouth. Ind certes the tyme as by 
wep of reſon men ſhulde nat ſl ept / that is by p 
moo we but if it were cauſt ceſonable. Foz 
ſoth in che moo we is moſt couenable a min 
to ſay his pꝛayets / and foꝛ to thyt: e on got x 
to honour god / # co peue almes to the pooze/ 
that ſyꝛſte comen in the name of Chaiſte. I. o 
what Malomon ſayth who ſo wyll by the nio 
rowe awake to ſene me / be [Hall ſynde me. 

Then cometh negiygCcce 02 cecheicſneſſe/that 
recketh of no thynge. And howe that igno⸗ 
raunce is moder of all harme. Certes negly⸗ 
gence is the nozice / negipgence doth no tozce 
whan he (hall do a thynge / whether he do it 
well oꝛ badly. Of the temed of theſe two (pn 
nes / as ſaitij tie wple man / that be that dꝛe⸗ 
deth god ſparethj nat to do that him ought to 
do. Ind he chat louetij god / wyll do deltgente 
to pleale god by dis wetkes and habounden 
vim ſeife withall bis mygbt well fo: to do. 

Ten cometij ydelneſſe/that is the patt of all 
hatmes an ꝓdle man is lyke to a place 5 hath 
no walles the deuyll may entre on eucry ſyde 
This pdleneſſe is the thurrok of all vylepns 
and wpcked thoughtes/x of ai (angles / tty / 
fyls)and all ozdure. Certes heuen is tue n to 
bem that wyll labout and nat to pdle men. 

Eke Daupd ſapth / that they be nat in the la · 
bout of men j ne they (hall nat be whyppcd 15 
men / that is to ſav / in putgatoꝛy. C ettes then 
lemeth it they (ball be turmented with the de⸗ 
uy!l in hell dut if thep do penttence: then co 
meth the lynne that men clepen tarditas ag 
whan a man is ſo letted and ſo taryed / 02 he 
wyll turneto god and cettes that is great fo 
lyt / he is like him that falleth in the diche and 
wyll nat atyſe. Ind this byce cometh of fals 
bope / that he thinkcth that be (hal lyue longc / 
but that hope fayſetij full ofte. Chen comet 
laches / that is he that whan he beg inneth any 
good werke anon he wpll fozlete it and ſtynt 
as do thep that haue any wygut to gouetne / 
and take of hym ne kepe. Anon as they fynde 
any contrarpe oꝛ any anope. Theſe ben the 
ne w ſhepher des that leten het ſhepe wyttyng 
ly go tenne to the wolle that iin the bꝛetes 
and do no fo:ce ot het o wne gouetnaunct. Of 
this cometh pouerte and diſtruction bothe of 
(pirttuall and tempoꝛalſ thynges. Than cos 
meth a mancr of colbneſſe thacfreſcth all the 


dert ot᷑man. Than comect bndeuocloa (thor 
rough whiche a man is (o dlonce (as lapthe 
laint Beenarde )x bach uche langour #1 hes 
loule / tat he ne (Nape code ne ſynge in doi 
cypache/nehere ne china of vu cen / ng tea 
nate with his 14009 In nog ood erte / dus 
it is (5 hym vnſauoꝝpe / ans all apalled: than 
we xech de ſoꝛe lug de not amy /and 
ſoue wi be wzothes and ſon rs enclynedto 
hatt ar to enap/ ano than comth the (prree 
of wouldelp ſo owe / that is cleped triſt ieia / 
that i iti a man as cap amt Maule. Fo; 
certeCe ſuche ſoꝛs ue werketꝭ to the dethe of 
the lou / and of the body ails: fo; therof cos 
meth that a man is ano ed of hu owne lyfe 
fo: ſuche ſoꝛo we ( doꝛteti the lyfe of many a 
mantoꝛ chat des tyuie come /by way of ktade. 
Ayeuſt chig ho ꝛcotie ſynne of Accidpe / and 
the bzaanches of the ſame / there 16 a vertu 
that is called Fozticudo 0; ſtrength that 8g 
atlectiou/ thꝛoug wh iche man dilppletij all 
athet chynges noyous. This vertue is ſo 
mygdty aud lo vygozous/that it date With- 
tame megtiip /i waaltle apenſt the (awtesg 
of the dyuail / and wplelp kepe hym Celfe fro 
parpilcs that ben wacked/ fo; it enYaunſerh 
aus enfoxſeth the (oute/ ryght as Yccadye as 
batetiz it and maketh at feble. Fo; this fo: tr» 
tuoo may endure with longe (utfraunce! the 
trauaples that bencouenavle. This vertue 
bach many (pyces/ the fy: is cleped magna 
nympie / chat is to ſap / great cozage: foꝛ cet⸗ 
delle there behoucth great coꝛage ayenſt ac⸗ 
cabdpe/ (cite that d (walowe thc loule / by the 
ſyunc of(ozowe/03 duſtrop it with wanhope, 
This maketh folke to vadertake harde and 
greuous thynges / by het owne wpll wylcly 
and reſonably. Ind fo; as moche as p dpuell 
fyghtcth apenſt man/moze by queyntyſe and 
dy (leyght than by Ntrength/ therfoze a man 
(hall withRande him by wt / by tealon and 


by diicreſcton., Than been there the dettues 


ot teythe and hope in god and in dis laintes/ 
to achvuen and complilth the good werke s / 
in whiche he purpoſeth fermlp to contynus. 
Than cometh ſutetve and (pkernetſe/ i that 
is whan a man dothe and perfourmeth tet 
werkes of goodueſſt that he hath begount. 
And that is p ende why meni hutde do good 


werkes! ... he compitThyng of good wet 
des / ly! 4 the great Tan is the 
coat! ce a is of co2 age/ and 


1s byalde de in derte / by Reval ferth and 
ar outhe/ and in beatynge /m chere and in 
deus. Cue chere den mo (pereatt thynges aid 
oeemedyes aperiſt actoyt De :e wetucs 
and incdlydecacion of the payne of hen · and 
of che toys de: eu and in truſt of the grace 
of the holy gooſt chat my yeac dym mygut 
to perfourme his ertent.. wc > 


C Sequmtur de Aua 


* 
”, 


II Fter Fecidpe / nowe wyll Þ (pete cf 
Aatptt and of couch | of Wut 
unt (ayth Laint Poulc the Tote of all wr 1s 
bs couctyie : to: lothety whan the erte 
man is confounded in it teilte and tr. 
and that the(oule bath lofe the comto 
god: than ſeacth bc an pdicioias of woe 
tupnges. Yuarice/attcr dec tip cyon of (a: 
Aud pn / is a lycozouinefle in berte t© 544 
icthely thinges. Sore other folke (a7 £4: 
auatice is bo; to purchace many ecchi ct: 
ges and nothynge peut to hem Þ b 
And vndesſtaude well chat auatrtte 1 5! 
oucly in good and in cacell but lo? wn 
UU ience and in glozye! and in eucry outts g7 
ous (hinges is auatict and cauc tic ta 
dytference byt went auat ice and cout 
this. Coueryle is fv; to coueyte luche ? 
ges as thou haſt nat. Ind aua tic c is to with 
yolde and to kepe ſuch thinges 4s tYon 531! 
without cygbefull nedc. Dotyety this 31 49 
tyte is 8 [prmne full damprnablc ta; all holy 
it and lpcieth aycud it fo; if 
dothe w3zonge to Iciu Cryſt fo; it bereueth 
tro gym the lout that men to hym owen. and 
tuenceth it back warde apcnit all tcaton and 
makecth thac the auatic ious man bach mio: 
hope in his caccil than in Jciu C tyd. Ind 
tycrfoze Lapth (aymt Moult that an auatous 
man bath ma dope in dis thzaldom of y do- 
latrye than a god. dat dyEcrence ts bys 
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The Parſons tals. 


an pdolaſtre hath but one mau⸗ 
met m; two i and the auaricious nan bathe 
many: Foz cexteſſe eucry Al in his co⸗ 
fre is his mawimct. And certelle the (ynne of 
ma wwmeteyigod fo:bedcth iu the ten cõmaun 
dementes / as beareth w eto. tx.ca. 
Thou ( halts haue no falle goddes befo;neg 
me / na thou ſ halte mabe þ no graued thyng: 
but an auaticious man loueti moe his crea 
ſour ſoged. Ind thzough this (yune of aua⸗ 
rice and of couctpſe co:neth thele harde loꝛd⸗ 
ſhyppcs/ tho;zough whiche men be (trcyned 
by talages cuſtomes 4 catiages / moꝛe than 
her dutie 02 reaſon 18. Dz els takt thep of het 
bonbmen ametcemttes whiche myght moze 
teſonablp be called cxtoꝛſions than ametce⸗ 
mentes ot whiche ametcementes aid taun⸗ 
ſonpuges of donde men. Some lozdes ſte⸗ 
wardes ſapne that it is ryghtfull/foz as mp⸗ 
kyit as a chonle hath no tempozall thing that 
it nt is his loꝛdes as they ſapne: but cettelſe 
theſe loꝛdeſ hyppes done wꝛonge / that bere⸗ 
uen her donde folke thpnges that they neuet 
pafe hem. JZuguſtinus de Ciuitate dei/libzo 
ir. Hapthe that ſothe is that the condycion 
of thꝛaldom and the fyꝛſt cauſe of thʒaldom 
is fo: (tnne.Genelts.v. Thus ma pe (ec that 
the gylte deſeructh thꝛaldom / 4 nat nature, 
Whettoꝛe theſe loꝛdes [ hulde nat glozp hem 
tn her loꝛdeſ hyppes (ythe that by naturall 
condycion they be nat loꝛdes of het thꝛalles / 
but that thzalbon} came fy;ſte by (pnne. Indo 
te tue tmoꝛe there as the la wt laythe Þ tems 
poꝛall loꝛdas of bonde folke ben the goodes 
of het lozdſhyps.ye/Þ is to; to buderſtande 
the goodes of che empcrour to defende hem 
in het tight but nat to tobbe hem ne to teue 
hem, And therfoze (aythe Seneca: thy pꝛu⸗ 
dence ſhulde lyuc benygnely with thy th;all 
that thou clcpeſt thy ch:all ben goddes peo⸗ 
ple: fo; humble folkc been Crpſtes frendes/ 
thep be contubernpall with the lo2de. «SS 
Noive cometh diſcepte bytwene imarchaunt 
and macchatit. And thou ſ halt vndetſtande 
chat marchaundpſe is in many mancrs: that 
one is bodeip / and that other is gooſtiy:that 
one is letull and that other is dyi honeſt and 
bnlefull. That bodply marchandpſe that is 
lefull and houeſt is this : that there as god 


bath ozdepned that a ropalme oz acountre is 
ſuſtycient to hyymCelfe/ u is honeſt and letull 
that the haboundaunce of this countte map 
helpe another countre that is moze nedctull. 
And therfoze there mull be matchauntes / to 
bzeng from one countte to another their mat 
chaunoyſe. That other marchaundple is / 
that men haunteu falſe othes/ with fraude! 
ttechtetp / and dyſcepte / with lelynges cutieb 
and dampnable, @pp3ituali matchaundytt 
is pʒꝛopetip ([prmonyec/that is cntentefe de(y2e 
to thynge [pyzituall: that is thynge that aps 
pettapneth to the (eyntwary of go0/ and to 
cute of(oule. This delpꝛe / ifi o be that a man 
do his dpligece to pecfourme it all be it that 
his deſyꝛe take none ettecte / pet is it to hym 
a deedly ſynne: and if he be ozozed he ts {ty 
reguler. Cereelſelpmonpye is cleped of Sp⸗ 
mon Magus / that wolde by tcmpozall cas 
tell haue bought the peft chat god had peuen 
by the holy gooſt to lapnte Petet and to the 
apoſtels. Ind thertoze vndetltande pe that 
bothe he that (clieth and he that bycth thyn⸗ 
ges(pp2ituall/bencleped(pmonyakes: be it 
catell/ be it pꝛocurynge o by fleilhelp pꝛap⸗ 
ers ot his freudes / oz of ſpyʒituall treaves, 
Fleſſhly in two maners as by kynrede and 
by other frendcs. Dothlp if they pꝛayc to: 
hym that is nat able ac woꝛthy it isiymony 
if he take the benckyte. Ind it he be wozthp 
and able it is none, (That other manet is / 
wan men oz women pꝛapen fo; folke/ to as 
uaunce hem onecly foz wycked fell hely attes 
ction that thep haue to the petſones that is 
foule ſymonp. But certelle in (crupce/ fox 
whiche men ycuen thynges (ppzituall vnto 
her (ecuauntes/ it mult be vnderſtande that 
the letupce be honelt/02 els nat and eke that 
it be without bargapnynge/and that the per 
lone be able. Foz as(ayth (apnt Damas: all 
the (ynnes of the wo;lde/ at regarde of this 
lynnt / ben as thynge of nauglyt/ fo: it is the 
greateſt lynnc that map be/aftcr the ſynne of 
Lucyfet and of Inticrpſt/ fo: by this (pnne 
od foꝛlelyth toe chyꝛche and the (oule that 
bought with his pzectous blode by hem 
that peuen chyꝛches to hem P be nat dygne. 
Foz they put in theues that Helen the ſouleg 
of Jeſu Cryſt/ and dyſitoy his patrymony. 


The Parſons tale- 


By ſuche vadigne pꝛeſtes and curates/haue 
men the leiſe reucrence of the lactamente of 
holy churcche. Ind luche peuets of chyzches 
put out the chyldzen of Cryſte / and put in to 
the chyꝛches the dyuelles o wne chylozen, 

They lellen the lowles that (hall kepe the 
lambes to the wolte that ſtrangle hem. Ind 
thecfoʒe Chal they neuet haut parte of the pa 
ture oflambes that is in the blylle of hcuen, 
(]. Nowe cometh haſardzie with his appet⸗ 
tenauntes/as tables quardes/and reuclles, 
Ot whiche cometh dilceyte/fallc othes chp⸗ 
dinges / and all raueyns/blaltempynges/rep- 
nynge ot god hate of his neyghbours/ walte 
of goodes mylpendynge of tyme and lom⸗ 
tyme manl laughter. Cetteſſc halardours 
may nat be without gret ſynne whyles they 
haunten that cratte. Ot Juarice cometh eke 
lelynges thefte/ falle wytnelle and kalle os 
thes. And ye [ hull underſtande that thete 
ben great lynnes and crpzcile ayenlt the cos 
maundementes of god as haue layoc. 

Falſe wytaclle is ent in wozoc and in dede. 
In woꝛde as to bp2cuc thy neyghbers good 
name by thy falle witnellyng oꝛ aculeſt him 
by thy falſe wytnelle oꝛ cls cxcuteſtthy (elfe 
fallly. Ware pc queltinongers andnotaries/ 
ccrtclle fo: talle wytnelle was Sulanna in 
great loꝛowe and papuc and maup another 
mo. The lynne okthett is expꝛelle allo ayenſt 
goddes heſte and that in two mancrs/ tem- 
po;all + ſpyꝛituall. The tempo:all thefte is 
as to: to take thy neyghbours carcli àpenſt 
bis wyll be it by fozce 02 by Llepgit' beit un 
meatyng oz inelure/byitelyage!/ by talic en- 
bytementes vpon hym/ and in bo:owpnge 
thy nepghboures catcll/ in entente neuer to 
pape and ſcmblable thynges. Sppzituall 
thette is lacrylege that is to lap outynge of 
holp thynges 02 of thynges lacred to Cerylt 
in two mancrs/ by realon of the holy place 
as chy:ches and chyichyerocs/to: cucry vyo 
lent ſynne that men do in luche places inaye 
be cleped lactylege. Allo they p fallcly with 
Yolde the tightes of holy chy che and pleyn 
and generally lactilege is to tcue holy thing 
out ot holy place o vuholy thpng out ot hos 
ly place / oꝛ holy thyage out ot unholy place, 
Koe ſhall ye vaderitande that releuynge 


of Juaci iyleticoꝛde and pyte largely 
taken. omen my ght al ke wiy that mps 
leticon and pptie is celcupngt of auarice, 
Cette the aàuatictous man [ yewerth no pps 
tien mylet icozoc to the nedetull man to: ye 
del; eth hom in Rkcpynge of his trifour anD 
nat in the telco wyng ne in the ccleupuge of 
bis cucn ctpſten. Ino thertozeipcke | tp:ite 
of myleticoꝛde:than is myſeticoꝛde as (alto 
the phylolopet a vectuc by whiche co:age of 
man is ſtyꝛed by the myſ ale of hem that 
myleled vpon the whiche mpſeryco:be g 
pytie in perfourmpnge oi chatytabie wet 
kes of metcyt helpcth and coinfo:rteth bn 
that is mpleted. Ind certes this nmuucth 1101 
tothe mpterica2de of Jhelu Cryph that lon 
lelte ſuſtred foz out gyite, He (utreo dete 
to: mplevico;de/ and to: pat vs oute 
nall (ym3ics/2nd therby rcleteo tro the var 
of hell / and amenulcd the payne ot pur 
tozp, Thclppces of enpteticoꝛde be 
to leane and ce fo: topcue ande 
yeuce and fo: to releace! and fo: tonne 
in herte and compallion of inyicycte of 1 
cucn crylten: and cke chaſtyce there 2 
18. Anothet temedpe ayenſt auar ici 
lonablelargele, But tochelp hire ble 
the conlydetacion of our 10:08 i 
and ot his gracc/ and of bis tempo? 
des and cke of the goodes peroura,!: 
Crylt pate vs and cc to baucgement:! 5 
of the dethe that he | Hall dye ande 
and he wote nat whan and ck hat vil 14 
to:gone all that he baths dytpend eo 210 2 2, 
ten in goodes. But to: as moche 4s 15:4 
folke be vnineturable, men augyter dc 
foole largeile/ that men clepen waits, < 
telle he that is toole large He prcieth nat 115 
catell/ but he leicth his catetl. Cettelle what 
thynge that he peucth fo: verngto:4c. 35 (0 
mynitralles' and to tolke that beate bis te 
nome in ths wo;lde/ be bach dotyrine + none 
almellc: ccrtctic he leteth foule bis good an 
lcketh nothynge butlynnc. Pets bwke to an 
hou / that icketh rather co dinte dioppye 
water aud troubled! than watt of the clete 
welle. Toheam apperteynen the matrione 
that Ct (ball veue at day of dome co lem 
that t hull be dampancdd. —a> 
L. u. 
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C Sequitur de 
Gula. 
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Fter Yuarice cometh Flotonpe 
whiche is cxpꝛeſſe apenſt the com- 
maunderkent of god. Glotonye is 
bamecſurable appetite to tate 02 to dꝛinke / oꝛ 
els to cate v rablp ⁊ out of tpme/ moe 
than nedeti is glotony. This ſynne coꝛtup⸗ 
ted all this wo ide / as is wet! { dewed in 
ſynne of Idam and Eue. Lo ct e what ſaptij 
ſaynt Poule of glotonp: Manp men ſaptie 
ge / ol whiche J haue ofte ſaid pou / and nowe 
I (ay u wepyng that they be enempes of the 
ctoſſt ot᷑ Crylt/ of whiche the ende is dethe / 
and of which her wombe is het god! and her 
loꝛy encofulſyon of dem that ſo ſetuen erths 
y thynges. He that is vſaunte to this (pnne 
of glotony! he map no ſynnc withſtande| he 
mote be in (eruage of all vyces / foz it is the 
dyuels hoꝛde thete he hydeth hym u and rey 
eth. This {ynne bath manp ſpptes:the firſt 
is dꝛonkeneſſe that is the hozrible (epulture 
ot mannes teaſon: and the ttoꝛe whan that a 
man is dꝛonke he bath loſte his tcaſon / and 
this is decdly (inne.But cettes whan a man 
16 nat wontc to traunge dꝛinkes / perauen 
cure kno weth nat the ſtrength of the dꝛinke / 


oz hath febleneſſe in his hecd / oʒ hath trauep⸗ 


led ttzaouqi whiche he dzmketh the moe all 
bt be lodayncliy caught with danke it is no 
dee bly lynne but venpall. Che ſet onde ſpyce 
of giotenpe is that the ſppꝛite ofa man wars 
cth all ctroubled/foz dz6&enclle deteueth him 
diſcreſcton of his wytte. he thpzde ſpyce of 
glotonp is whan a man deuoureth his mete 
and hath no rightfull maner of tatyng. The 
fourthe is! whan though the great haboun⸗ 
daunce of his meate/the humours of his bo⸗ 
dy ben diſtemperod. The fpfrhe is foꝛpetrul⸗ 
nelle by to moche dzinkyngt / foꝛ whiche a 
man fozpeteth by the moꝛowe / what he byd 
ouet tue. In another manet been diſtyncte 
the ſpptes of pt / aftet (aynt —— 
The fp3lt is fo; to cate befo ze tyme. The ſe⸗ 
conde is / whan a raan getteth hym to deip⸗ 
Cate meate. Che thyꝛde is whan men taken 


to myh il ouet meſure, The fourthe is cus 


tpolpte / with great entent to maken and aps 
paraple his inc ate. The tytthe is toꝛ to tate 
gredyly. Theſe ben the fyue fpngers of the 
dpucts hande/ by which he dra weth folke to 
ſpune, Apenſt glotonpe is the remedp abſtp⸗ 
nenct of his booy / as layth Galiene / but that 
holde Jnat metptozic / if he do it onelp Foz 
heale of his bodp. Sapnt Iuſtpn wyll that 
abſtpnence be do by vertut / and with paͤrp⸗ 
ence. Ibſtpnence he ſaythe / is lyteil woꝛthe / 
but it he haut good wyll / and but he be cnfoz 
ceb by pactence and by chatite / and that men 
do it to goddes ſakt and in hope to haue the 
blyſle an heuen. The felo wes of abſtpnence 
ben attemperaunce/ that holdeth the meane 
en all thynges/ckeſhame/that cſcheweth all 
dyſhonelt (uffyſaunce/ that ſcketh no ryche 
meates ne dzinkes/ ne dothe no foꝛce ofnone 
outragioule appatepling ofmcate:allo that 
teſtrepneth by tealon / the dclaupe appetyte 
of catynge and dzinkpnge. Sobzenclle allo 
that ceſtrepueth the outrage of dine. Spa 
tynge allo / that reltrepncthy the delpcate eaſe 
to lytte longe at his meate / whcrtoze (oine 
folke ſtonden of her owne wpll! whan they 
eate/ bpyraulc thep wpll cate at laſſe leplet. 


C. Sequitur de 
Zururta- 


Fter Slqtonp than cometh lecherpt / 

foz thele two ſlynnes ben lo nyghe cos 
lyus / that ofte tpme thep wyll nat departe, 
God wote this (pnne is full dy(pleaſaunt to 
god/fo: he ſayd hpm ſelte / do no lechety: and 
thett̃oꝛe he putteth great paynes apenſt this 
ſynne. J oz in tholde lawe / if a woman thzall 
were taken in chis ſpunc / Ihe ſ hulde be bea⸗ 
ten with ſtaues to the dethe: and if [he were 
a gentle woman / he ſhulde be (layne with 
dones:and ifi he were a byſſhoppes dough? 
tet / l de l hulde be bzente by goddes comaun⸗ 
dement. Furthermoze / foʒ the ſynne of leche⸗ 
cy / god dꝛeyute all the wozlde/x after that he 
bꝛent fpuec cyties / and (anke down in to hell. 
Now let vs ſpee than of p ſynne of lechery/ 
that men clepen abu that is of wedded 
folke/ that is to lape if that one ot hem been 


wedded/o2 els bothe. Saynt Johan ſapythe 
that the auoultrers ([ hull be wi a ſtpakynge 
b:ennyng pytte of fp:e and bzimſtont fo2 ics 
chety is lykened to bzimſtone to; the (tpnke 
of her 0zbure. Cerielle the bercupnge ano 
bꝛeakpnge of this (acrament/1s an hozrpble 
thynge. t was made ok god him lelte in pas 
radple/ and confpʒmed by Jhelu Cryſt: 48 
ſapthe ſapnt Mathe we in the golpell a man 
Thall let father and mother / and take hym to 
his wyfe / and thep (hall be two in one tleily, 
This lactament betokeneth the knyttyng to 
gythet of Crylte and holy chyꝛche / and nat 
only that god tozbadde auoutry in dede but 
eke he comaunded that thou ( huloeſt nat co⸗ 
uepte thp neyghbours wpte. In this helte 
ſapth ſaynt Juſtpn all maner couetpſe to do 
lecherpe is foʒboden. Lo what (apthe(apne 
Mathe we in the golpel l who lo ſeet a wo⸗ 
man to couetyſe ot his luſte he hach bone le⸗ 
chety with her in his hette. Hete mae pe le 
that nat onelp the dede of this (pune is toz- 
bode / but eke Þ deſpʒe to do that lynnc This 
cutled ſpnne anoyeth greuoul ly hem that it 
haunte / and fyꝛſt to the (oule/ to: he obligetij 
it to ſpnne and to payne of dethe that is pet⸗ 
dutable / and ta the bodp anopeth it greuoul/ 
ly / fo it Dzteth hym: and of his blode he may 
keth lac iłpſe to the fende of Yell/ it walleth 
his catell and his ſubſtaunce. Ind cette it i 
it be a foule thynge a man to waſte his catell 
on women pet is it a fouler thing that whan 
fo; ſuche ozdure/ women (penden vpou men 
her catell i ſubſtaunce. This ſynnc / as layth 
the pꝛophete / beceueth a man and 4 woman 
her good fame / and all het honout and it is 
full pleaſaunt to the dpuell / foz therby wyn⸗ 
neth he the molte parte of this wozlde. Ind 
ryght as a marchaunt delpteth hym molt in 
cyattare!Þ he hath moſt auauntage ot᷑ tight 
(lo deiptetij the fende ia this 0zdure. This is 
that other hande ot the dyucil/ with fyuc fy 

ers to catch the pcoplt to this vilonp. The 

zit fpnger/ is the foule lokynge of tue tole 
woman / that ſ lethe cight as the Baſilicoke 
Ilethe folke/ by the venpin of his lygbt fo; 
couetyſt of the eyen foloweth the couetoſt of 
the hett e. The(econde fynger is the vilapus 
touchynge / in wpcked mauet: Jud tycrtoze 
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lapthe non / that who ſo toucheth and 
hande qa woman ye taccta ly&eypin tht 
danc ech the ſcoꝛpyon that {tpngeth ans ti 97 
ber „(lcech though hig enuenemprig 02.45 
wo lo toucheth pitche he | Lenoerh his pres 
g cs. The thyꝛo is foule wo;0cs tyatfarctty 
like kyze that bzennetly that right anone ben 
neth the hettt. Te ktourthe is Bollynge 40 
trewiy he were a great folct jar woloe kyie 
the mouthe of a 5:ennpnge ouch 0: of aturs 
neys: and mozc foles bit tant ky fern in 
bpionp fo; that mouthe 1s the mouty or het! 
and namely tyete olde Doturoes Yyolours 7 
wpll thep Bulle though tyizep map nat do 41g 
linater hem. Cette lle they be lykc to ho ues 
to: an hounde whan hc comety by tac tene 
02 by other benches it he may nat pot e 
wpll he heue Dp His icegae and mate coy 
nauceto pplle: and fo: tat man wenerl 1 
he mape nat [pnne to; coal le 
doth with his wyfe certeſſe ty at oo 
kalle. God wote aman may ue 
bis owne knyfe and make han 0401 
his 0 wne tonne. Ctttellc bent 
oz wozldlp thong that he louct!; c 
u is his mawmcc 4gets dare 
huld loue his wor by DUEELON 7 4 
and attempcratly and tante 
Lye were his luſter, The fonoc ilar 
dpuclles hands is the sten ge 
chety. Be grypeith hom by te xe 
thꝛo we him in to the furncys of 3.1! 1955 
they | hal haue the type and the wo 11h 5 
tuct (hall laſten/ wepynge and ts 
(harpe hunger and thy gta cee: 
uclles that (bull all to tecbebin witho li! 
(pitc t withouten'ende. Df lechcry'ias 7 (21) 
(ourocn divers (pices/45 fo;ntcacion (nl (+ 
bet wyr man 4 woman chat ben nat mace 
and this is deedly linne tapentt nacure 410 
dilkruction to nature is apenſt nature. et 
key tye realon telleth hm c>£ Wit is dete 
lynnc / foz as moche as god fo: bade lcchet uw. 
And (atnt Poule peuctu bim the teig 18 
due to no wygbt but to bem Þ do no derdiy 
[(ynac.anotber ſinnt of lechetv 18 to detcucin 
a mayde of het mayderibed: to: cettes be thas 
lo dothe de catcheth a mayde out ofthe hyeſt 
degre p is in this pꝛelſcut lyte aud bereucth 
Lil, 


det that pꝛetiouſe frute that the boke clepeth 
the hundzed frute: I can (ape it none othet⸗ 
wyle in englyſſhe but in laten it hight Cen⸗ 
telimus fructus.C crtellc he that (o dothe is 
cauſe of many dotwages and vylonpes / mo 
than any man can rcken : ryghte as he ſome⸗ 
tyme is cauſe of all domages that beeſtes do 
in the felde that bꝛeakcth the hedge of the clo 
ſure/thzough whiche he diſtropeth that may 
nat be rcltozed. Fo: cettelle no moꝛe tnaye 
mapdenheed be reſtozed/ than an arme that 
is linytten fro the body / may rctourne apene 
to were. Sht may haue metcy this wote J 
well ik Che do penptence but ncuct (hall it 
be but that (he is coꝛtupte. Ind all be it ſo 
that J haue ſpoke lomwhat of auoultrye/ it 
is good to ſ he we mo perplles that longen to 
aduoultty fo: to eſche we the foule lpnncs of 
aduoultty in laten it is to: to lap / the appzo/ 
chyng ot another mannes bed/thzough whi- 
che they that were one tlellh habounden her 
bodycsto other petlones. Ot this lynnc ag 
lapththe wile mancome manpharmes tirſt 
b:cakyng of teythe: and cettelle tepth is kep 
ot Styltendome. Ind whan that key is bzo⸗ 
nen and lone cettenctpſtendome (tandeth 
Without tutte. This lpnne ts cke ſthekte to: 
Hette generally tolpckeot is toz to teue a 
{110g of arman aycnlt his wpll.Certes this 
1s thc foulelt thettc that may be whan awo⸗ 
tnanttcaleth her body from het hulbade and 
Pcucth it to het holout to defoule it aud fica 
leth het loule tom Criſt and ycucth it to the 
Dpucll. This is a foule thekt / fo to ſteale and 
beate the chales: fo: thete aduoultrers bꝛe⸗ 
hen the temple ot god ſppꝛitually and ſtelen 
the vellell ot grace that is the body and the 
(oule, Fo: whiche Ctyſt (hall biltrope hem, 
as.aythlapnt Poulc. Sothlp ot this thette 
bouted gretly Joleph whan that his lozdeg 
wytc pꝛaped hpm of vylony/whan he lapde. 


Lo my lady howe mp loꝛde hath take to me 


vndcr my warde / all that he hath vndcr this 
woꝛlde / ne nothyng is out of mp power but 
only pe that be his wyfe: and ho we (hulde J 
than do this wickedneſle 2 lynne / lo hoꝛtible 
ayenſt god. Alas / all to lytell is ſuche trouth 
nowe yfoude.The thyꝛde harme ig che fylth 
thiough whiche they bzcake the comaunde⸗ 
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ment of god and defoule the autet other ma 
ttimony that is Ctiſt. Foz cetteſle in ſo my⸗ 
kyll/as the (acrament ot matiage is ſo noble 
and lo digne/lomoche it is the greater linne 
to bꝛeake it: foʒ god made mat iage in pata⸗ 
dyle in the ſtate of innocencp / to multyplpe 
mankynde to the letuice ot god and thetfoꝛe 
is the bzekpnge thetol greuous. Ot whiche 
b:caking comen falſe heyʒes often tyme that 
w2ongfully occupicn tolkes hetitages. Ind 
therfo:c wyll Crill put hem out ot toe tegne 
ot Heuen / that is heritage to good folke, Ot 
this bzckpnge cometh cke that tolke unwate 
wedde/ o2(pune with her owne kyured/ and 
namely the harlottcs that hauten bozdelles: 
thcle fole women mowe belykened to a co- 
men gonge/ where as men purge Her 02dure 
What tape we cke of pUtriers / that lyucn by 
the hozryble(pnne of putry/ and conſtrapne 
woincn/pelomeher own wpucs 02 his chil- 
de as done thele bawdes to pelde hem a cers 
tayne rent ot het bodilp putry.C crtelle thele 
ben cutled (panes, Underſtande pecke / that 
aduoultty is let comenlp in the ten comaun⸗ 
dementes bytwene thett and manſlaughter; 
fo: it is the greateſt thefte that may be foz it 
tsthefte of body and of loule. Ind it is lplie 
to hompcide / to2 it kerueth a two hein that 
fy:it werte made one flell he: and by the olbe 
la we they (hulde be (layn. But netheleſle by 
che la we of Jhelu Cryit / that is the lawe of 
pytic/ whan he lapd to the woman that was 
tounde in auouttp and ſ hulde haue be l layn 
with ſtones after the wpll of the Jewes / as 
was het lawe. Go @ Jclu Ctyſte and haue 
no moe wyll to do lypnne. Sothely venges 
aunce of aduoultry is awarded to the papne 
ot helle but it be diſtourbcd with penaunce. 
yct ben there mo ſpyces of this curled ſlynne 
as whan that one of hem ts celygyoule / 02 
els bothe : oz of folke that been entred in to 
o20:c/as ſubdeken oz dcken/ pzeeſt oz holpy⸗ 
talers, Ind ever the hyer that he is in 03020/ 
the greater is the lynne: Fo: they haue made 
great vowes to kepe chaſtyte. This ſymie 
of bzcakpnge of his auowe of Chaſtyte/1s 
whanne he recepued ozDcr. And (othe it in / 
that holy oꝛdet is chefe of all the treaſour of 
god and is a ſpecpall ſygne and mathe of 
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chaſtyte/ whiche that is the moſte pꝛecpous 
lyfe that is / ano cke this oʒdꝛed folke ben ſpe 
c. ally tytled to god toz which whan they do 
deedly lynne / they ben che (pet iali traycours 
of god and of his pcople / to they lyue by the 
people to pꝛayt to; the people: and whyics 
they be luche ttaptouts her payers auapylc 
nat to the pcople. Pꝛeſtes ben as aungelics/ 
as by the miſterp of het dignpte. But tooth 
laput Poule lapthe / that @athanas trans 
tourmeth hum in an aunge l oflyght. $oty-s 
ly the pꝛeeſt that hauntech (ynne/ He mape be 
lykcned to an augell of derknelle/ ttam four 
med in to an aungell of lyght: he (emeth an 
aungell of lyght/ but foztoche he is an aun- 
gell of derkneile. Suche pzeſtes ben the (on- 
nes ot Hely / as is lhe wed in the boke of kyn⸗ 
ges that they were plonnes of Beipall / that 
1s the opucll. Belpall is to lape / withouten 
tuge: anb totatenthep hem thynketh that 
thep be free and haue no iuge no moꝛc than 
hatt a tre bull that taketh whiche cowe that 
hym lyketh inthe towne. Jo karen they by 
women toz tight as a tre bull is pnougy fo; 
all atowne/ryghtio is a cozrupte pꝛeeſt p- 
nough to: ali a patiſſhe oꝛ a countte. Thete 
pꝛeeutes as layth the boke/knowenat Þ mp/ 
nyſtety ot pzecityod to the people ne to goo / 
ne they holde hem nat apaped/ as laythe the 
boke of todden tlellhe p was to hem oftred/ 
but they take by tozce the tleilh that is tawe. 
cettelle tight lo thele l hꝛewes holde hem nat 
apayde ot toſted tlcſſhe 4lobben/ with whis 
che the people teden hein in great reuerence/ 
but they wpll haue ra we tleilh as folkes wp 
ucs ther doughtets. And cereelle thele wo 
mcnp conſenten to be her hatlottes do great 
w:onge to Crpſte and to holy chyzche co all 
halowes and to all (owlcs/ fo; thep bereuen 
hein all that (hulde wol hyp Criſt and holy 
chyzche and allo to pꝛapen fo: al crilten (04/ 
les. Ind therto:c haue luche pꝛeeſtes and her 
lemmans that conſenten to het lecherpe the 
maly(on ot the cryſtcn courte/tyll they come 
to amendement. The thyzde lpycc of aduous 
try islomtpine bytwpr a man and his wpfe⸗ 
and p is whanthep takeno regarde in their 
allemblyng but onelp fo: tleſlglp delyte as 
lap the lapnt Jcrome/ and recke of nothyng/ 
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but the . {cbled bycauſe thep be matytd 
allis' ob pnough as thinkerh to hem. But 
in(v ye folke hath the byueli power 45 (41D 
the ingen Raphacll to T obyc:foz in her at's 
le bling they put Jeſu cryſt gut of het hett 
and peuc hem ele to all ozDure. The fourth 
(pyce is of hem that afſemblen by het Bynted 
0: of Heii3 that ben of one affyntte o: cls wir 
hem with whom yer faDers hd desled with 
the lynne of leche ty: this (prince makecth hern 
Ipkt houndes that taken none bed of 6 
rede , Ind cetteſle patentelats in t wems: 
nets or goſtiy ficiſhiy. Ghoſtly 15 for to bey 
len with yer gollyps. Fo: right lo as 2 2900s 
fathcr is het father (py :ituall fo: whiche a 
woman may innolelieprne (ible weeh be 
goilyp than with her owne b:other , The 
tyfthe (pnne is that abhonmvnable (yrs cf 
whiche no man ought roſpekene wett, 
theleſle it is openlytchetted in holy w; 
Certes holy wit mar nat be defoulce 

than the ſonne that ft byneth on a dann 
Another (ynnc apperieyneth to lech 
cometh in [leprnge” and this (yr) 

oft io hem that ben mardens artrÞ 6 

that been (o:rupte, Ind this (om mm 
pollucton p cometh in tour manners, 4 
tyme it cometh of languyThyng 6 5 

of man. Hointyme it cometh of yr 

fo: the feblenelTe of © vertiue teten 

[pke makethmencton. Homey of 

of meate idunke., md temen 
thoughtes that ben cuctoted ni ants wn 
whan he gotye tol lepe whiche mane 
without tpie for Which men will kope | 
wplely 02 els mave they [ynng &7ououl 
Nowecometh remedy aveniit bechcrys 

that is gencrally chaſtyie content nee n 
rettepneth all dyſoz0ynace mcupnges 
comen of deſſheip talentes. Ind cuct ive 
greater metpte l hal he haue that refrevne ct; 
moſte the wicked chatynge 02 0:dure ot 
lynmne and this is intwo mances chats 
lay chaſtyte of mariage and chafkvee of wr/ 
bowhced., Howe ( balte thou vaverſt anos 
chat matrymonye is [cfull aſlemblynge of 
nanamd woman that teccpucn the vereiuc 
of the Dacramente the bonde whiche thac 
Jy nat be Departed mall bctipte chi 1s tg 
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(ap while9 ther lyue bothe.,Tis is as (4tth 
the bob ca bull great lacrgment/ god made u 
86 N n Mata euο wolde dim 
iu matpagæ: and to: to balows 

managt he was at WegOpPg | where he tary 
— — wyn / acht was the fyaite 
myꝛade that he wou t iu crehe! to toze hes 
piles. The tte we cRecke of ina tiage clen 
———— te pleniſſ beth doi chut 
of good lpnagc: to: as the ano of mary: 
age / chaungeth beebly (ynuc iu to benyall 
bytucuc hem that beu wed ded / and makerh 
che hettes all one as well of hem as the boy 
des. Thus is very mary age that is ſtabiiſ 
ved by god 02 that (pre began / whan nar 
tut ali la we was iu his tygbi poynte in pa- 
Ladple , Aud u was 03depned that a woman 
(hulds haus but our man: as (ayth (aynt Jo 
ſtpnn| by many ccatons. f paſte that mariage 
is tyguted bpiivenc £ opt aud holy chpꝛcht. 
And anothet is that a man is. herd of the wo 
mau Aga by 0z3DPAagunce ith bulde be ſo. 
4 02 if a worugn hab wo men thau one than 
(bud tc haut ine heedes thay eur and that 
werte au houpbic thyng beto2e god: and che 
a woman mm qi nat plcale many tolke attoy 
046, 4:13 4140 chete ( hulbe newer be peace nt 
ted among em ta curtpche wolde al ke 
dis obne chyenge. And furtheemoze no man 
| JU dc kno We bis obne engenL3ure/ne who 
bade baue bis herptagt: aud the woman 
{ bulbs be lalke loued / tro the tyme that ( be 
wett commprte With manp. Howe cometh 
Lowe aman thulde bete him with his wyte / 
aud nameip iu tuo thinges chat is to (ay in 
lultraunce and in reucrence., And this (hey 
web fyzu Ctiſt whan he made firlt woman 
to he made het nat of Idams hee d to; i be 
hul de nat hauc to great loꝛdi hyp: foz there 
as the womsn hath the mare! (he rwaketh 
to moche dularayc. There nede none enlary 
pics of this/the ex pet that we haue dap 
by days / ought to ſuſtpce. Allo certefle he ne 
made nat the woman of the tete of Adam fe; 
c hel hulde nat beholde to lowe / oʒ (he canne 
nat pacyentiy ſuſtre / but god made woman 
of the enb of Adam foz woman l hulde be tus 
———— [ bulde beate hym to 
Ig yl / u fayth / in txoiithe and in lout as 


ſayth (amt Noule:and that mau c huide lout 
bis wytfe/as Cryſt dyd holy chy che / that los 
ur d it ſo well / that he dyed fog it: ſo ( hulde a 
man fo hu wit /il it Were uade. Rowe how 
that a woa [ hulde be (ubget to vet huſ⸗ 
baude / that telleth (ayute tete and cue as 
ſayth the decree, A woman as long asc he 16 
a wyfe/( he hach none auctozite to {were ne 
to beate wpeneCe/ without lcaue of het huſ⸗ 
bande/ and&ailaſbelgulbe be honeſt and ats 
tempetat ofarap. I woce weil Þthep(yuldc 
ſet het entencs copteale het hui bandes/ but 
nat by queyntpſx of het arap. (apnt Jerome 
laub chat wyues ben apatapled miyike +4 in 
purpurc/v.ap nat clothen bem in Iclſu cepſt. 
Sayne Gzegd2y laptye ent / that no wyg e 
le keth no ptcious ata but only vepne glo- 
cyt / to be huuou ten the moe he fume the pe 
ple. It ia a great folp a woman to haue grit 
at ape outwarde and her (cltc to he to ule in · 
wardc.4 wt ( hulde cke be meſutca bit in lo 
kvnge / in bearynge and miaughynge! and 
dulcrete in all het woꝛdes and her dcoes / and 
abouc all wozlbely thynges / ſ he ſ hulde loue 
bet buſ bande with all her herte / and to hyn 
be true ot ber body: (o ſhulde t uetp huſbadt 
ene he trewe to his wife. oꝛ lythen all Þ boy 
by is the huſhandes ſo i hulde het hett be als 
lo / oz tis ther c is bet wyx hem t wo uo parfite 
matrpage / as in that, Chan (hall a man vn⸗ 
deritande / that toz thze thynges a man and 
his wyte mowe allemblc.The fyaſl fo: then · 
tent of gendzure of chyldꝛen / ts the ſetuyce of 
god. Fo} cecteſſe / that is the cauſe ſ all of 
matrymonp. That other is to peide cucrpch 
of hem p dette ot her bobp/fo: neythet of hem 
bathe po wer ot his owne body. The thyꝛde 
1s, toꝛ to elche we lechery ano vilonyt. The 
fourth toxloty is deedip (pnne. As to the firſt 
at is meritorp: the ſeconde alls/ fo; the dect 
laiche ( he hath meryte / fo tharſhe peldeth to 
het huſbande þ betta ofher body: pe/though 
it be apenſt het lykpnge/ and the luſte of her 
hett. The thpzde mantt / whiche ts teſchewe 
lechety I holde it no deedly ſiunt / dut many 
ol chele be nat without benyall (pnne/fo; the 
cozrupctiou 4 deipte therof. The fourth ma⸗ 
ner is to bniderſtande/ if that they aſſemble 
onley foz ametous loue/ and fo; none of the 
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fo:eſapde cauſes / but fo: to acomplyſſhe the 
bꝛenning delpte they recke neucthowe ofte/ 
ſothelp it is adeediy (pnne, And pet with (0s 
cope (ſome folke wyll payne hem moe to do 
than her appetyte ſuſtyleti. The ſeconde ma 
net of chaſtpte is to be clene wydDowe/ to c- 
chewe the bzaſpnge of man/and to bely2ethe 
embzaſpnges of Jelu Ctyſt. Thele ben tho 
that haue been wpucs andhaue to:gone her 
buſbandes/ and ene women that hauc doone 
lechery/and be releuco by penaunce. Ind cer 
teſle if that a wyfe can kepe her all chaſte by 
lycence of her huſbandc/(o that (he pate no 
caule no none accalyon that he agyltedeit 
were to her gret meryte. Theſe manct of wo 
men that obletuen chaſtyte muſte be clenc in 
hett as well as in bodp and in thought and 
meſutable in clothing and in counteriauitce/ 
abſtpnent in catynge and dunkyng intpeg: 
k yng and in deve. Ind than is! he velicll of 
the bore of the bleſſed Maudeicyn that tut 
tylled holy chyꝛche full of good odout. Che 
thyꝛde maner of chaſtite is vitginpte and it 
bchoueth that ( he be holy in hette and clene 
of body/ than is ſ he the (pouſe to Þefu crylit/ 
andthcisthelyfc of aungels/(he is the pꝛey 
{yng of this woz4de/andlheis as thete mars 
tp:s in tegalyt (he hath in yer that tonge 
map nat tecll.Uy2ginpte bars ourlo:be Tet 
Cry(t/ and virgynyte was bymlclte. J10- 
ther remedye ayenſt lechery/ 1s tpecypaliy to 
withdꝛawe (uche thinges as peucn occali on 
to that vylonp/as catyng and duntzingerkfoz 
certclle whan the potte boplicth ſtrongly the 
beſte remedp is to withd:a\ve the ty:e. Sle⸗ 
pynge longe in great quycte isckedgteat 
no2ice to lechety. Another temebdpe agaynilt 
lechetp is that a woman 02 a mam c{chetve 
companp of hein by whiche he demeth to be 
tempted/ fo: all be it lo that the debe be wich 
ſtandoc pet is there great temptacton. Hoth 
ly a whytc wall all though tc bꝛen nat fully 
by the ſtynkynge of a candell pet is the wall 
blacke of the lyght. Jnlyke wyle ofte tyincs 
luche perſons haue pucll name bycaule they 
dꝛuwꝛe in vycrous company. Well ofte tyme 
haue I tedde that no man ttuſt in his owne 
perfection/but he be ſttenget than Saplon, 
holyer than Daupd wyplet than Salomogn. 


—— — — 


L Now as I haue detlated pou 26 
canne of ,c(euen becoty (princes and ſomt of 
ber bz” .nches and het remedies: (othip if J 
coul J wolve tell pou thc ten comaundes 
mer es but lo hygh a boctryne F ict to dp⸗ 
ups. Butnethcleile 4 trult to god thep be 
touched in this creatyle eueryche of hem all. 


C Idhuclecunda pars 
penttentie. 


1 . 
A tence ic ſtonte in conftTCion of mount 
as | began in the teconoc chapptte to oe. 
©D aint Fiuſtyn (atth (yne 15 im cucte gore 
and incuetp dede allo dil tit men coun 
arent} che lawe of {eu cry it; and this 

to lpnne inherte in mouche and in dede d: 
thy fſyut wyetes Pbcniyght hetrogt 
lynge taſtynge o:ſauoutpngt and fel; 
Nowec is itgood to vaderſtande the cet 
ſtaunces that agtudgenmibylcucte! 
Thou halle confydere what thou ast 
doc ſt the ſynne whether thou be nn: 
male pong o; olde geritle 02 ta 
Uaunt wyico:fole holcotiicke un 
lyngle oꝛoꝛcd o: v10:d26D clerks 
if [he be of thy Fentede bod ue: 
none amavocno; none nm. 
cyDe 02 none ho:ryble great (yr 
and bow longe thou had comm nuce i 
The thy:Ddc citcumſtanccis che pl ci e 
thou haſt done lynne wheeher imer et 
nes howles 0: in thynce owne 11 t:loe os: 1 
chyꝛche o: in chy:cheyerde in cherche det 
catc o: no ncito! nf ihe chriche ware baer 
and man oz woman tpyil bis krnde with in 
that place by wart of Lyme 0: by wrcked 
temptacton the cherche were enecroueed ty 
if were ceconpyied by the briThoppe and the 
p:c£!tl hulde de enterdyted that dyd lache a 
vplonpe tetme of his lote and be ff bulde no 
moe lunge matte andi be dyde be ( hulde 
do deedlo (ynne ac cucte tym that be longe 
malle. Che fourth citcumſtauce is by ſuche 
medatcours 4s br mettanacrs 0: to; ente 
mont o: ko: conſentement to beate companp 
with tclowl hyp: £0:many one fo; to brate 
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faowſdyp! wyll go to the dpuril of hell/ foz 
thep that eggen oz conſtten to the (ynne/ ben 
pactengsss to the (ynne/ and of the dampna⸗ 
cton of the t. The fyfth is / ho we many 
tymes that he hathe ſynned / and it be in his 
minde / and how ofte he hath fall. Foʒ he that 
ofte fallcth in ſynne / he dyſpyleth the ine ccy 
of god! and tucreaſetij his ſynnc / and is vis 
= to god / and he wereth d moi feble to 


ichſt ande ſynne / tſynneth the moꝛe lightly 

and the latet ariſeth/and the moe eſcheweth 

fo: to ( hꝛiue hum and namely to hym that 

\ bath ben his cofe Tour! foz whiche that folbe 
whan they fall apene in het olde folpes / they 
kozleten her olde confellours all vtteriy / o; 
els they departen het ſhꝛift — — 
But ſothlp ſuche departed ( hitte deletueti 
nomercye of god fo; his ſynnes. The lyxte 
circumſtaunce is this why that a man ſyn⸗ 
neth as by what temptacion and of hunſelte 
p:ocure thylke temptacion oꝛ by creutpngg of 
other folke oz if thou ſyfie with a woman by 
fo:cc oꝛ by het owne allent: 02 i the woman 
magtt het heed haue be enfo2ccd o nat and 
w hedtt fo: couctyſe 02 poucrte: all this (halt 
thoucell and if it was het pꝛocurynge o no, 
aud all luchc mance thynges., The (cucnth 
cp:cumit aunce is in what mance he hathe 
donc b1s(pnnc'o: howe that (hc bath luttced 
ho we folke haut done to het and of tie tame 
„ halte mantell all the circumſtaunccs aud 
if that be haue (ynned with comen bozdell 
women oznone in faltpuge tymeß oznone, 
o: doone his (ynne in holy tymes 02 nonc 02 
befozne hig ( b:ifre/ 02 after his lattet lhifte, 
and hath petauentute thertoze bzoken his pe 
naunce enioyned by whoſe hclpc and whole 
counlayle by (ozcery o: ctafte all muſte be 
tolde theſc thpi1gecs/ afrer that they be great 
62 (mall/ and grudge the conſcience of man 
o woman. And cke the pꝛeeſt that is Þtuge 
may the bettet be auyſed of his iugement in 
yeupnge of his penaunce and that (ball be 
after his contticion: Fo: vnderſtande well 
that after tyme that a man hath dcfouled his 
baptiſme by ſynne if he wpll come to lauas 
cion'!there is none other waye but pcnaunce 
and ſ hꝛiłte and ſatiſtaction and namely by 
che two il thete be a contellout to whome he 
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map ſhiue him / and that he firſt be verp con 
tryte and tepentaunt. Ind the thyꝛde / if he 
haue lyte to pertourme it. Than (hall man 
loke and conſydet if he wyll make atrewe 
and a pzofptable confeſſpon / there muſte be 
tout condycions. Fyꝛſt it muſte be in loꝛow⸗ 
full byttetneſſe of hette / as layde the kynge 
Eechye to god. I wpll remembze all che ye⸗ 
tes ot my lyte in the bytteraclle of my herte. 
This condicion of bytterneſſe hath fue ſig⸗ 
neg. The kyzſte is / that confeſſcon muſte be 
ſhamefaſt/ nat fo: to coueten ne to hyde hig 
ſynne but foz he hath agylted his god and 
defouled his (oule, Ind het cot ſapthe lapnt 
AJuſtyn the herte traueyleth fo: ſhame of hig 
lynne and foz he hath great ( hametkaſtuelle 
he is digne to haue gret mercy/ whiche was 
the conteſſion of the Puplycane that woldec 
nat lyfte vp his even to heuen fo: he had ok⸗ 
ended god of heuen: fo whiche (hametaſt⸗ 
nelle he had anon the metcy ot god. Ind ther 
fo:e(aythec ſaynt Auſtyn that luche ( hame⸗ 
faſt folke ben nete foꝛpeueneſle and remp(y 
(yon, That other lynne is humplite of con⸗ 
fellion / of whiche laythe laynt Peter: hum⸗ 
bleth you vader the myghty hande of god in 
confeſſton/foz therby god tozyeucth the (yns 
nes/to2 he alone hath power. This humpltite 
hall be in hette and in ligne out warde: tot 
tight as he hath humylite to god inhis hett / 
tigt lo ſuulbe he humble his body outward 
to the pꝛetſt that lytteth in goddes place: for 
whiche in no manet lythnelle that Cryſt is 
(oucrayne/ and the p2celt meane and medya 
tout byt wene Cryſt and the (ynner/ and the 
lynnet is lelle be way of reaſon, Than (hul⸗ 
de nat the(ynnerlytte as hyghe as his cons 
fellout but kncle byfozne hym oz at his fete 
but if maladpe diſtoutbe it fo; he (hall nat 
take kepe who [pt thete but in whole place 
he lyttetij. A man Þ hath tre(paced to a loꝛde 
and cometh fo: to alke meter and make his 
acco:0e/ and lette hym downe anone by the 
loide men wolde holde hym outragyouls! 
and nat wozthy lo lone to haue temiſlyon ne 
mercy. The thyꝛde ligne is / that thy (hzifte 
( hulde be full of teates if mau mae wepe, 
And ita man may nat wepe with bis bodelp 
een let hym wepc in hisherte, Huche was 
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the conleſſion of apnt Peter/fo; after he had 
fo:ſake Jeſu Cryſt! he wente out and wepte 
full byttetiy. The fourthe (ygne is that he 
let nat fo: (hame to ( hʒiue hym and (yetve 
His confeſſion. Suche was the contelſion of 
Mawdcleyne / that (pared toz no [ hame of 
hem that were at the teeſt fo2 to goto oute 
loꝛde PJhelu Ctyſt and bckno\we to hum het 
ſynne. The tyfth tyque is that man and wo⸗ 
man be obeyſaunte to receyue the penaunce 
that is eniopned hein: foꝛ certelle Jeſu Criſt 
fo: the gyltte of one man was obebyent to the 
dethe. The ſeconde conopcion of very con/ 
keſſyon 1s chat it be haſtcly donc. Fo: cettelle 
if a man had adecoly wounde cuct the lens 
ger that he tarycd to wariſſhc hym the moꝛe 
wolde it coꝛtupte and haſte him to his veth/ 
and eke the wounde be the woe kor to hele. 
Nyght ſo fatethſynne that longe tyine 1s in 
a man vnl hewed. Certeile amanoughcha⸗ 
ſtely to hew his (ynac/to2 many catites a 
to dꝛedc of dethe that cometh oft tyme to o- 
denly and is tuns cettepn What tym it that 
be ne in what place and cke the leuget he ta 
tyeth the fexthet 1s he fro Ctyſt. Inv it he a 
bide vnto his laſt day/icarticly map gelh:tuc 
02 arncnoc hym to: his tyunnes oztepenchim 
fo: the greuous malabpothis dethe and fo: 
as moche as he hath nat in ig lyte herkened 
T.ctu Cryſt/ whan he hath (poker vnto ham, 
hc (ball crye vnto our lo de athislaſtc o 
and (carcely he (hall hecken hym. Unvers 
ſtande that this conDycion null hauc tourc 
thynges. Fyꝛſt that thyLlzifte be purtieyed 
afo:e and aupled ano that ama call h:iluc 
hym othistynncs be it ot p:iDc 020t ene, 
and (o fo:the/ with the (pyces and CITE, 
ſtaunces and that hehe compechendes in 
big mpnde the nombe aid the greatiiclle of 
bis (pnncs and yo we longe he thath lane un 
ſynne / and eke that he be contrite of hits ton 
nes and be un itcofaſt purpole by the grace 
of god/neveretteto fall aven im tolyniuc! to 
whiche he 19 cnclined,. vio thou hath 2:tu8 
the of all hy tynnes to one man and nat pits 
celmele to one man and pereetinele to ano” 
ther. Than is it to be vnbcritande in the en, 
tent to parten thy contellion as to: tl ljame o: 
Dede fozienps DUC anglhy ig iche toute, 


foꝛ cettell- Cryſt is all good in hym is 
none imp αeõen and theton he fo, peucth 
all pat ans tels ncuct a bale, { (ay nat 
ifthou cailtgncbtothe penptauntet fo cer 
tapne,ynne thatthou arte bounde to ( i£ we 
him the remenaut of thy (ynnes of which 
thou haſte be | hitucn of typ curate but if it 
lyke thc ot hne humylite this 1s ng depat⸗ 
tyng oft huicerne tap nat there as 4 (pike 
of dyuyſton of contellion that if thou yaug 
lycenceto (h:tucthetoabilceete any an yo, %P 
neſt pꝛecſt ano where the lyketh any by ths 
Iycencc of thy cucatc thattheunc malt well 
( t21uc the of all thy lpnnes but icino blot 
behynde let no lypnne be untolde is erte 
thou häſte temembaumte. 10 whantmos 
halte be (h:tucn of thy curate telt 
all the (ynncs that cou yall done (pine 1041 
wer: laitc(bhuen, Fllo tie vet (bitte an, 
ucth cetcteync conditions. {r:iitety at thou 
(h:ucthe by thy fre wall nat conttre 
fo: (hame of talke netto: maladre 
thynges fozitistekon (lat he tha ory 
ſett by hig fre wyll conkeachisteetp as 
noncothetmaathal tells tm 
bym apenſt the piecſt tozhis among 
to let his lynne. Chelecende cont 
that thylheifebelawtall thats: 
that Chuucſttne and ch; the piec g 
rech thy contelllon den very | 
Of tO, capzege 4D (atk 21301 biota: 
TCO Ore Of Galley Lk 25 & 
$udas Wete. $10 choc aa 
(clfc of his 0w1ie tral pate and ns! 
but hcl hall blamc ano wee hn 
owemalbee tos his lou ant 
butnecheletic it notice man tbr 
entyſynge of his (ynnes ozit che cat If 4 
pcrionbetucye by whiche bits (yn 18 34t i 4y 
ged o; cls that hemane nt oplaynlylbiui 
but he tell the pettlon whiche be hathlynied 
with chan map hetell: (oth at bis entente be 
nat to bachpte the Pet. Once DUC ONneip to der 
(1are hits conteition. Thou (balte che makes 
no leatynge incthy conteilion ko: Dutnplite 
Petcauentutetotarethas thou had done tyne 
nes of winche thou were neuct gyltp. 10: 
laynt Fultvntlarth it chou beeaule af hu“ 
lyſcnmakett alclyng of cy tell choun! 
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were nat in (ynne afozc/pet art thou in ſynne 
than/ tough thp4cſpngr.Thoul halte eke 
Chewe thy (pnae dy thy pꝛopꝛe mouthe but 
thou be dombe/ x nat by letter! fo: thou that 
haſte do ſynnc / thou ſ halt haue chcl hame of 
thy confeſſpon. Chou i halte nat ce paynte 
thy confeſſpon by fayꝛt and (ubtylc woꝛdes 
to couet the :noze thy (ynne/for than begileſt 
thou thy (clfe and nat Þ p;ecit: thou mull tell 
it plepnly/ be it neucr{o 10:riblenelo foulc, 
#7 Thoulſhaltckcihuucthetoa pceſt that is 
diſcrete tocounſaplc thc:and cke thou (halte 
nat ſhꝛiue the fo; vapnc glo:y nt foꝛ ypocte⸗ 

ſye ne foʒ no cauſe but onlp fo: the boubte of 
- Jeſu Ctiſt and the heale of thy ſloulc. Thou 

halte natckererine to the pꝛecſt ali ſodenly 
to teil hym lightly thy (vnn as who telleth 
a tape oꝛ a talt but au ſedly with great de⸗ 
uocton and genctall tolhuuethe oftcr than 
ones of (pnnc which thou haſte be ( h2tuen 
of it is the moe meryte. Fo: as(aptheſapne 
Zuſtvn thou ſ halte haut the moe lightly te 
leaſe and grace of god bote of lynne and ot 
payne. Ano cettes ones a pere al the leſt wap 
tt is lawfull fo: to be houlcled. Fo;lothly o- 
nega pere all thpnges tenouclen. . 


C Jncipit tettia pars 
pcnitentie, 


1 — haut Itolde of Very confeſſion 
that is the (cconde parte vt penittcy, 
The thp?de parte 1s (atpl faction! and tans 
deth generally in almeiſe ded and in bodely 
paine.nowe ben there th2e mance of alinclle/ 
Contticion of herte/ where aman ofterych 
gym lelfe to god. Jnother is to haut pytic of 
defaute ot his neyghbours. The thit oc is in 
yeuinge of good counlapic and comfozte bo- 
dely and gooſtlp/ where men haue nede and 
namelp in ſubſtaunce of mannes foodc/ any 
take bepe that a man hath nede of cheſe thyn- 
ges generally: He hath nede of fobe' of clo⸗ 
thyng / and herberough: he hath nede of cha⸗ 
tytadle counceplynge and vylitynge in p2ts 
ſon a malaoy and ſepultutt of dec bobyes, 
ik thou maiſt nat viſite the ncbcfall with 
exſon / biſyte him with thy mellage and 


thy peftes, Theſe ben the generall almellſes 
of wetkes of chatyte of hem that haue tems 
poꝛall tycheſſc oz diſcteſcion in coulayiyng. 
Ot thele werkes (halte thou here at the dap 
of dome this almeſſe ſ hulocſt thou do of thy 
p:opcr thynges and haſtely and p:tucly/ if 
thou mayſt. But nathelellec if thou mailt nat 
do it pꝛiuely thou ſ halt nat fo:bcre to do als 
melle though men ſe it lo that it be nat done 
fo: thanke of the woꝛlbe but only fo: to haut 
thanke ot out loꝛde flu Cryſt. Foz as wpt- 
neſlechlaynt Mathewe: acytie map nat be 
hyd that itz lette vpon a inouncapne/ ne men 
Iyght nat a lantetne and put it vnbet a buſs 
hell but fetten it vpon a candelſtykt to ligh 
ten the mien in the home. tiightlol[ hall pour 
lyaht lyghten befozric men that they mou e 
le your good weckes and glozttpe pour fas 
ther/ that is in heuen. owe as fo: tolpike 
ot bodily payne it ſtonte in p;aycrs/1n was 
kynge in kaſtynge and in vertuous teching 
of oʒilons. ve ſ hall vndetſtande that oꝛilons 
oꝛ pꝛayets is fo: to ſape apptcoule voyce of 
bett that is redzelled in god and erpꝛelling 
it by woꝛde out warde to cemcuc hacmcfull 
thpnges and to haue thinges ſpyzituell and 
biiravlc andlometyme tempo:all thynges, 
Ot whiche o:ulons in che oꝛilon of Patcr no 
tet hath Jeſu Ctyſt encloled molt thinges, 
Cettelle it is pꝛiupleged of thꝛe thynges in 
bis dignite / foʒ whiche it is moe diguc than 
any othet pꝛapet to: that Fhelu Ctyſt hym 
lelte made it and it is ho:te/fo2 it ( hulde be 
conde the moꝛe lightiy and foz to withholde 
moe caſely in hette and helpe hym lelte the 
otter with thoꝛiſon and fo: a man ſhulde be 
te lelle werp to ſay it and foꝛ a man maye 
nat ercule hym to letue it it is ſo (ho:te and 
lo ca y and fo: it comp2chendeth in him ſelte 
all good p2ayers. Therpolicion of this holy 
pꝛayct thatis(ocreellent and ſo digne/ Þ be 
tat to the mapſtets of theologye: ſaue thus 
moche wyll Jlape that whan thou papeſt 
that god (hulde fozycue the thy gyltes as 
thouto:gyueſt hem that haue agplted the be 
wel ware Þ thou be nat out of charite. This 
holy ozilone amenuleth cke venpalle(ynne/ 
and thcrfoze it appettayncth ſpecialb to pe- 
nitence. This paper muſte be trucly laid in 


berp feyth / and that men p2ape to god oꝛdy⸗ 
natcly/di{cretly/and dcuoutly:alway a man 
(hall put his wyll to be Lubtecte to the wyll 
of god. This oꝛilon muſte che belayd with 

tet humbleneile and full pute and honelt⸗ 
p/ and nat to the anoytaunce of anp man 02 
woman. ſt mult cke be concynued with wer 
nes of chatyte it auapleth cke apentt the vy⸗ 
ces of the (oulc. Fo: as (ayth laynt {eronic/ 
by faltynge be (aueb the vyces of the tleilhe/ 
and by payers the vyccs of theloule, Attet 
this thou (halt vnabcritanoc Pp bodily payne 
ſtonte in wakynge. Jo: flu ty laythc/ 
wake pc and pzaye pe that Penne entte into 
wpcked temptacyon. pe | hall vndertkande 
that faltyng ſtandethinthzethynges tos 
bearyng of bodily mcate and bunke 401 
fo:bcarynge of wo:lbly tolypties and 111 to2s 
bearing of deedlytynnc with all his mingle, 
Ind thoulhalce vaberitande thatgor o:0cw 
ned taltynge/ and to talthynge appereepiucty; 
four thynges: largcnellcto poo:etolle glao 
nelle in herte [py:icuall nat be angreco ue 
tobe anoyed/ne to grutche toz he kalterh and 
allo rclonable houre to; to cate by meture/ 
that is to ape that a mant Huldc nat cace it) 
vntyme/nelytte the lenget at his cable to! he 
taltecth. Thanl halte thou vnderſtandetnat 
bodily papne (tandct!} in db1icyplyie 02 tc a, 
chynge by woꝛde oz by wzitynge 02 by en, 
{ainple/ allo in wearynge of hear 0201 ta, 
inyn/020f anhabcrgeon 04 yer naked iewl 
fo: Ctiſtes ſake and p luche nance peiiiiiells 
ces ne make nat thy herte bpttet 02 ant ic 
anoyed of thy elfe: to: bettet 16 to cah 4 way 
thyne heat than to calt away the | wilteniile 
of our lozbe fclu Crylit. Ino therto:elayciic 
(aint Poule: clothe you/as they that bet cho 
len o god in hett of inplcericoz0e 0cb01141! 2+ 
te (uttrauncc/ and uche maner of clothiny/ 
in whiche jclu Cryſt is moe apayor than 
in an hear o habergeon than 1s diltiplyie 
cke in kuockyng of thy b:clt/ inicourgyiige 
with petdes in ünclyng in tribulgctons in 
ſuttrynge paciently w2onges that be doto 
bym ano cke in pacyent luntrynac of tal 
bycs/ oz leſynges of w2olbly catill o: wyte 
oz chylbc/02 other trenbes. Than tha (lou 
vuderſtande whiche thynges byttoublen 
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penaunc His is in chꝛe mancts that tg | 
b2ede/l Ne and wanhope that is dilpeta⸗ 
cion.“ id to; tolpcke of 02308 ko; which ye 
wen'.yhemaycluttreno penaunce there as 
yen istemeo, to: to rhrnge that bodily pes 
na auc is but yo.tc attocgaroe oty tat 
is (CuUcl and (o lounge that iclaltcty withous 
ten ende. 120 wi areonitt game p amanyath 
tolh:tuchvin Lyaloc d nan thrike by wap 
of rea. on that he hatu nat be at tzarneo to 09 
foulc thyng. Setteile hymn ouglyt nat to bear 
(hamcoto Dofayiethrnges and good tyhyny 
ges aud thatis contellpons. $1740 Lyulce 
thynkc that good wote all his thounties ang 
bis wettzes aud to hum map notige 
necoutt ed. SHCELLUNIDOEEE LE! 8 


Th 
tlctl hamme thactcls (0 com alt hte 2 

to hem that bendt pen tent ann this 
luke: fo: all the cteatates 111 hcuct ant 


and in hell tuallte appettleallthat: 

Den intols wonld. $30 We fo; totpe! 

that ben lo negly gente and lege: 

hem it ſtandeth e intwomancts. Care 
that he bopeth to lyuc longt and fo; to pu 
hace mochetecele fo his dente 4 
Wwpllbelhiuc boom as ts Larihc: 0. 

hy temethtyemelp ynougbcotme: 
4119thcr ische urgqupdzie pe ha 


les mercpand 11 thi tte bi£ lt 


(UUCOUTLKUPICIS41OLIKENTCOE 

Tye TICUeIC ON EE WOLOC|S ITAL 
padrnge às 4[Y1450 Þ. 014 $3! 
L409 1170; Oral tat it 4035 5 
to che gtedttogta tene o gd $4 
UCLA) patrick + | 
wol. LIU IDS WIElll 
ute TT COMPUT menge: that; 


alls Ho dotenchanthep hae pet 
Pn rope ines meets. Q 

wa ſhohelsinthemeeenetk god. Chatother 
is tant they thinks that ther mare nat longe 
pcricucr in gooonele, The tirtt wahope c 
incth ot that tc Denietl) that be bath (imino lo 
greatly to ofte andlolongelaypicinlvinng 
ctathcihalll nacbe aud, Cettes avon tat 
tutte Wwanhope bet hulde thrnke that the 
pallion or eta is moeftronge to undende 
(Dantes 00 dynde. Uid avenit ihe tcconde 
Wail;ope YUCLYAll thpinke that as otte as bc 


Fallhs 


af. Yoda. 
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falleth/he Chal aciſen by penttcnce/s though 
be neuet (0 longe haue layne in (ynne / the 
metep of Crilt is alwap redy to tectyut hun 
to mercy . Apenſt the wanhope that he de 
myth chat he ( hul>cnatlonge perſcucrcin 
goodneiſe he ſ hall chinke chat the febleneſſe 
of the dyucil inay nochyng do but men wpll 
ſuſtre hym and che he ſ hall haue ſtrength of 
god and of all holy chy:che and of the pꝛotc / 
tion of aungels/it him lyſt. Than ſhul men 
- bnderſtande/ what is the frutc of penaunce!/ 
and attet the woꝛdt of Jclu Criſt it is ende⸗ 
lelle blyſſt of htuen there top hath no contra 
ciolypte of wo ne greuaunce'there all harmes 
be paſte of this pꝛieſent lyfc/there as is ſiket ; 
nelle fco the paynes of helle there as is the 
bletſed company that rctoyſen euermo:e/ cs 
ucrpche of others ioyc there as the body of 
man tyat whylome was foulc and derze i 
moe clete than thcloniic: there as whylom 
the boby was lickt and freple teble and mo2 
tall is unmo:tall and lo ltronge andlohole/ 
thacthere map no tlunge enpapze it thete as 
neythet is bu get ne thuſt ne colde but every 
loule tepleniu heb with theſyght of the pet⸗ 
tyte knowynge ot the ttynite. This bleſled 
teigui ma man putchace by pouette [py2ty 
fuail and ge alozp by lown-lle the plente of 
io by hunger and th:1't/and the cell by tra- 
uayle anb the lyfe by detht and mo2titicacty 
on of ſync. Tothatlyfe he vs bzinge / that 
bought vs with his pzectoule blode, Jinen, 


Explicit tractatꝰ Galſtidi Chau⸗ 
cet de Nenitentia / vt dicitur 
pꝛo fabularectozts. 
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O we pꝛap Ito hem all that het 
ken this lytcli treatyſe 02 rede/ 
thatif there be any thynge that 
uketh hem,Þ cherof thep thanke 
/ LY, Yourlozde Jeſu Criſt ot whome 
p2ocedeth all wptte and goodneſle. Ind if 
ther be any thyng that diſplcaſc hem / I pꝛay 
bem alſo that thep arccte it to the dcfaute of 

myne e: fo2 our bot laythe all 
© thatis wutten / is wzitten foz our docituic / 


— — 


and that is myne entent wherfoze J belſcks 
you mckely fo2 the mercy of god that pe fo 
me p2aye/ that Crylt haut mercy on mt / and 
foꝛycut mit my gylteg i namelp of mp trans 
(lacions of wozldly vanyties/ the whiche # 
rcuoke in my retractions. Is is the boke of 
Troplus/the boke alio of Fame/the boke of 
rrv. ladies/the bokc of the duchelle/the boke 
of tapnt Ualentynes day of the parlyaiment 
of byꝛdes the tales of Cauncerburp/tho that 
lo wncn vnto ſynne the boke ofthe lyon/and 
many other bokcs it thep were in my remen 
b;zaunce/ and many alonge and manp ale⸗ 
chetouſe lape that Cryſt of his great mercy 
fo:ycue me the (pnne.2Zurt of the ttanſ laciou 
of Bocce de cor(slacrone/ and other bokes/ 
as oflegendes of lapyntes and omeltes mo⸗ 
ralyte and beuocyon/ that thanke J of our 
loꝛde Flu Ctyſt afd his bleſled inover/and 
all the layntes of heuen / beicchyng hem that 


they trom heniefo:the/vnto my lyues ende / 


lende me grace to bewayle my gyltes / that it 
maye ſtande Into the (auacion of my (oulc/ 
and graunte me grace ot vcry repentaunce/ 
conteiſion and ſatiſ faction to do in this pꝛe⸗ 
lent lyfeſ thzough the benigne grace of hym 
that is kyng of aynges / aud p;cell of all pzc- 
ſtes that bought vs with the precious blode 
ot his hette lo that q mae be one ot heut at 
the day ot Dome that ſ hal be ſaued. Qui cum 
patre et ſpititu lancto viuit et regnat deus. 
Det omnia ſecula ſeculo um. Amen. 


* 
9 5 , #%, 


¶ Thus endeth the boke of Caunterburp 
tales. Jmp;zinted at London in fletes 
ſtrete by me Kpcharde ynſon / & 
puntet bato the kynges nos 
ble grace: and fyuiſ⸗ 
d the pete 
of our 
lozdegoda.M.CCCCC 
and.rrvi.the fourth 
dap of June, 
<A 
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